











RADIO STAGE 



































_ |SCREEN 


ARIET 


Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $10. Singl 
Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N, Y., under the act of March 8, 


COPYRIGHT, 1942, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 








copies 26 cents. 
879. 


Spirit,’ Set It to Music | the serving o1 drinks. The better} 44488 = —— |Latin Quarter tonight (Tuesday),| On Trolleys Buses Again 
. | Lue art Ss r | 
Trio of privates at Camp Uptog,|S0res are reyorting a run on the} Three-way deal for Moss Hart to|are giving Miami * the needa | “im " 

Long Island. are authors of a march- | sad nase 3 and . if ~ aa 1© join Warners as autl or-producer- hypos ta counteract the anticipated | sheattes are going beck (the ae 
ing tune recently published by Leeds | “UPS to get one fot Christmas. As | director, which has been under dis- drop in trate due to gas rationing | System of advertising in trolley 
Music. They are Alan Wilson, who| !" the dry days b.r. (before Roose- | cussion, is near the inking stage. | and other wartim® restrictions. “|cars and buses, as a result of the 
did the lyrics, and Nicholas Conte | Velt) it will be considered smart to| fart may do an American war| While the influx of winter resi- | increasing travel on public convey- 
and Buddy Kosse, who cleffed the | @0!e out a drink after the w itching | theme similar in scope to Noel Cow- |dents is not neatly as great as in |ances brought about by gas ration- 

} music. | hour All that nvteries ask is tO | ard’s ‘In Which We Serve lprevious years, there isn’t a hitery ing. 2 | 
Tune is ‘You First Get the Spirit | keep it off the table. | Conditions ur det wh Hart is town losing money. Not even the | In addition, the amusement places r 
in the Army , a was originally writ- Nicht s ) ere tol : k b likely to jo WB ire imilar to 12 o'clock curfew is hurting trade | are buying advertising space on " 
ten for use solely at Upton and sung 5S i of Eq I the ) xr Gee S. Kaufmar vith |any, for the majority of paying cus- signboards, once leased by national ie 
as ‘You First Get the Spirit at Cam; ) inks « ! oO Hart | collabed, at Col | tor ’ ervice méen and they | motor. companies. which have- no ' 
Upton | . (Continued on page 52) rs to a rti 1? 
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CENSORS SHARPEN AXES 


ai 








‘Femme Theatrical 


Task Force 


A World War II Show Biz Saga 


+ 





By JOE SCHOENFELD 


Sunday, Dec. 27, Somewhere in 


ve 


Regal Gesture 





NEW OFFENSIVE 


Washington Hears Rumbles 


FILM BIZ FACES Hollywood Adheres to OWI Script 
Censorship Edict Albeit Burned Up 


la es 





Sign of the Times 





¥ 


Hollywood, Dec. 22, 


Although considerably disturbed 


olan rj » or at ° . y y P 
ee ge eg a > jt Finale of all performances on of Renewed Pressure Those dime-a-dance  oreep by the Lowell Mellett order for sub- 
‘hapters > sage é ix <ge gS itsigyies ‘ 3 eas P ae my 
show business in the war effort. On their tour of U. S. Ar my camps sy h ou l d Holly ood At- joints under the old Columbus mission to the OWI Hollywood office 


that date, before an audience of 
United States’ and United Kingdom 


in England by Kay Francis, 
Martha Raye, Carole Landis and 
Mitzi Mayfair has been the sing- 


tempt to Weaken Self - 
Regulation—OWlI’s Script 


avenue el in New York used to 
feature: ‘Dancing, 99e for men, 


of treatments, scripts and pictures in 
long cut, producers are continuing 
to comply by turning over scripts 


troops, four girls will be winding up : Bape te < Lge ae 
the longest consecutive tour yet ing of the Star Spangled Ban- WN ” Anoth Head ladies free. to Nelson Poynter, Mellett’s rep in 
played by volunteer talent at off- — and “omy God ee the pprova notner rea “| One spot now gives it a switeht Hollywood. Spokesman for the of- 

King. When appearing for the ache to the Industry ‘Ladies 75c, men in or out of | fice said today (Tues.) that studios 


, 
shore bases. 


distaff side of the Royal Family 











have entered no objections to Mel- 


In cold type that doesn’t read so Ma tat aN 

. : men ; : meri: eae . _—_— uniform free. : . ? 
romantic. Yet, behind it is an ex- at a special gerne sewer pe i lett’s ultimatum which some con- 
girls surprised the Queen by SPARRING ALL SIDES strue as on opening wedge to Fed- 


citing story of courage and persever- 
ance, sympathy and patriotism that 
so completely redounds to the credit 


their knowledge of the lyrics to 
the British anthem. 


eral censorship of pictures before 





STARS INSISTING 


they are made. 


of the girls that the entire entertain- Later, when she received the Washington, Dec. 22. : ee ; 

- & . ae - Se . be Some producers insisted no scripts 
performers, the Queen pledged If Hollywood persists in heckling | : 

| would be submitted except those 


ment world can take a bow for being | 


their springboard, 


Remember the names: 


mercial theatre are at startling vari- 


herself to learn the words to the 
American anthem in return. 








the Hays office production code and 
attempts to weaken the moral fibre 
of self-regulation, then some 100 pas- 








_ = 7 £ y + Tie —— 
Governor Neely, of West Virginia, 


ON ‘BENEFIT 


ing together to put an end to it once 


| morale 


| having to do with war or home frant 


Control of géraining and 


propaganda pictures ~ believed be- 


would be advisable to establish a 


Kay Francis | sive agencies active for a clean screen : ll Coagee = Sag cuit tape = 
Martha Rave will become aggressive in Congress ing contested by Elmer Davis with 
Carole Landis for Federal censorship. the Army and Navy. Letter sent 
Mitzi Mayfair. | Legion of Decency representatives | Hollywood studios, and which threw 
That's the ‘Feminine Theatrical were active on Capitol Hill last | j the Producers Association into a 
Task Force,’ but it’s not the order of | week, and they found receptive ears | a wees | mild pencheres at . meeting late ast 
their billing. Shuffle them any way ; in members of the House Committee | | week, contain ne Sewing para- 
you want and you must come up | on Interstate and Foreign Com-| As the benefit racket has now de-| grap wae some studio heads say 
vith a heroine of sorts. | merce, who still favor the Neely bill | teriorated into an out-and-out black-| WO" ' °€ ‘xen lying down. It reads: 
The roles they play in the com- land are ready to reintroduce it.| jack, the Broadway stars are band-| ‘For benefit of both your studio 

| } ind Office of War Information it 


ance. Kay Francis is the glamorous 


BY DRAFT 





failed in his attempt to regain his 


and for all. It’s reached the stage 


lady: Martha Raye the hoyden; | senate toga but the foes of the mo-| where even the Park avenue bunch,/ routing procedure whereby our 
Carole Landis the sweater girl; Mitzi] ™ n ition picture industry are alert. which formerly paid fancy fees for| Hollywood office would receive 
{oyfair the dainty dancer. Before | . Ditie® te wine e a4, | Congress was busy packing up | coming-out and kindred social | copie of studio treatments or syn- 
they embarked on this tour, two of ack eine ae demeialada bat i (Continued on page 18) | hoopla, now call their dances ‘vic-| opses of all stories which you con- 
the girls, Misses Raye ond Maytalr, number of bands below the top rungs | - —————___-___ — ! tory parties’, give a few bucks to} template producing and of finished 
(Continued on page 49) in popularity are nov showing up USO or some such organization, and cript: 
ae then put the slug on stars, in the | —_—_—— 


with the best combinations any have 


29) PICTURES 


name of patriotism. 


° ;}ever presented. With conscription ° ¢ 
Crosb Whose ugging |constantly wrecking various brass, | Jim Sauter, executive secretary of Pro ose Periodic 
9 | . | : rr . y F 
‘ 4 |reed, rhythm sections, sometimes be- | United Theatrical War Activities} 
: } af ‘ ° 7 . 
Skyrocketed Xmas Now fore the teams can be welded into | Committee, and Abe Lastfogel, pres- | Fire Drills in N y 
J ? units, the reason for the improve- | {ident of USO-Camp Shows, Inc.,| ted 
Can't Sin It X aS Eve ment, in most instances. is the clean- | now that he’s back from London, | Th t f S f t 
. . } 
g m ing out of men who had held their | |are due to ges togetaer on this 1€a res or a e y 
—_——— | positions only because they had been | pronto, at.tke insistence of such Sieuniieniads 
Hollywood. Dec. 22 with a particular band so long they Office of War Information. in ad- | stars as George Jessel, Danny Kaye - cil ” : P 
- . P ; ood as : : 4 ‘ 4 4 A : 4 . rel ( { 1i¢ ari s ] ineatres is 
Altho credited with skyrocket- | were fixtures sit ewe and better war pie Clifton Web, Ray Bolger. et al : rn i 
; Ps . . ~s —" ; — - ; ‘ ‘ 4 , ‘ ,|/among |! A néa proposea iast 
ing Irvir Berlin ‘White Christ- When these m¢ are force tures,” points out that Hollywood It's reached the stage where these \ . York « ' council 
‘ . 4 4 See VeCeCK ! ‘ TK Ly ounciil as 
mas’ to if immense popularity | (Continued on page 47 is a total of 290 features on wal ee tightening safety res 
; | | ) é yi l ing sé y >PU- 
through filrn and recording, Bing | — time angles either completed or in| ieee. oe ‘ ee a Se ey 
ie by mt t allowed to ing it : k ' j iALION piacets OL amusement in 
ost won It e ¢ we sing | me ag iat | . renarati " : 
ro : a + ~ Fe me P me sae of hg < or preparation. T og P k 0 ° h ecto Another measure intro- 
on ni Kratt alirsnow lursday yA , Sig , show at > ased 1 
tai es Midnight Curfew On Figures show 40 features based on | ropica ar pening duel or auxiliary lighting 
Sensing the1 would be a rush of military theme released between | si% ° ° . and ) yeakel in theatre 
: . at ‘ ‘ ‘ A Ut nel i : L 1e@< & =. 3 
the tune, Martin Gosch, producer of | P M . Ni : Sept. 1 and Dec. 1, and half of them | G M B H , / 
the Abbott & Costello program for | ouring in iteries vere about enemy spies, saboteurs | iving lami ig ypo, | Ne proposals has yet 
Camel, cleared the song a month | - ‘ ° 9 ther hackne a ‘ me Ph \ Al 9 ° ° been acted upo! owever, and await 
é ne p g Psy 7 i : | j ot > née ~ >/ Su cts, | Nit D ( t fi rther d “I or il cK mmittee 
ago and immediately put in his bid | Revives Hip-Totin OWI advised the industry against ! eries ong rea ” ; “at heen oe 
: ‘ | Officials of the N. Y, City Police, 
“ ——— 4 


with NBC, which shut off the ballad | 


from any othe 
two hours on 
Camel entry. 


either side of 


3 Soldiers Get the ‘Army 


show airing within} 
the | 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Pocket flasks, juipment 
with dinner jackets in the prohibi- 
tion days (remember?), are making 
a snappy comeback, what with <¢ 


}midnight curfew clamping down « 


standard e 


& 


drafting unnecessary war angles into 
|pictures where they don’t belong. 


‘MOSS HART’S AMERICAN 





| 
| 
| 


Miami, Dec. 22 
With niteries and other spots al- 
|ready doing boom business, particu- 
\larly over weekends, when crowds 
l'are Being turned away, opening of 
| Tropical Park yesterday (21) ‘and 
|the Scheduled préem of Lou Walter’s 


|Fire and Building departments, 
|'meantime, are considering several 
| other regulations designed to further 
(Continued on page 27) 


Theatres Tacking Cards 


A recent ap 
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Benny Thinks Nothing's So Important 
Today As to Make a Soldier Laugh 


+ 


Take from Jack Benny, there is 

nothing 

to make a soldier laugh. 
With that object in view. 


now in the east for a series of camp 


3enns 


quite so important today as | 


shows ‘while awaiting word from 
Washington on his possible trip 
sbroad, has mapped an_ intensive | 
schedule for the remainder of the | 
season in which he will reach out! 
into the remote areas ‘where the 
entertainment has been nil.’ 

Benny, in describing the elation 
that comes to a comedian after a 
socko performanee before the lads 
in uniform, observes: ‘It’s not so 
tough being funny in a wartime pe- 
riod of hysteria. In fact I don't re- 
member ever deriving so much Sat- 


isfaction from making people laugh. 
There’s one important psychological 
factor that has to be borne in mind 
at all —that people today, not 
knowing what's in store for them 
tomorrow, want to laugh for the 
moment. They need the relief from 
the ever-recurring hysteria. That's 
why we find ithe soldiers so enthu- 
siastic. As a matter of fact, all au- 
ciences are great. They’ll laugh at 
things that wouldn’t rate a chuckle 
in ordinary times. But the main 
thing is—keep them laughing.’ 

The radio-pic comic deplored the 
fact that so many camps in _ the 
country are going without good en- 
tertainment. Instead of reaching 
out into the more remote areas, 
where only an occasional USO show 
of so-so merit is seen, Benny pointed 


times 


out, the top names—‘and they are 
the ones who count’—must keep go- 
ing to the same places time and 
again. This, in part, he attributed 
to the fact that many radio stars, 
instead of letting someone else take 
over the scheduled air programs, 
wont risk venturing too far from 
th studios. 

‘There’s another factor, too,’ said 


f 


‘Continued on page 8) 


CANTOR AGAIN HEADS 


Dec 22 


Hollywood, 2 
Fd- 


For the fifth 
mie Cantor will 


consecutive yeal 
act as chairman of 
the March of Dimes of the Air. 
through an* appointment by 
President’s Birthday Ball Commit- 
lee 

As chairman of 
has raised between 
million dollars 


the drive, 
seven and eight 


since 19357 io 


relief of infantile paralysis sufferers, | 


Jan. 29. the Presi- 


winds up 


thdaw 


Drive 
at 


March Out of ‘Skin’ 

arch Uut of Skin 

Due to Eye Injury 

Fredric March has been out of “The 

of Our Teeth,’ Plymouth, N. Y 

because of an accident during 
performance last Thursday 


Skin 




















[t will cost money to dejeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 











‘Army’ Heads For 


$250,000, Det., 


Modern Record 


Detroit, Dec. 22. 


Irving Berlin's “This Is the Army’ 


|will total, in Detroit this week, its 


‘biggest fortnight gross since Phila- 


delphia 


where, at the 5,000-seat 


|Mastbaum, the two weeks did ap- 


| proximately 
Masonic 


al 
' 


DIMES’ MARCH ON AIR 


$250,000, a 


$203,000. Here, 
Temple Auditorium, 6,000 
“apacity, the two weeks should hit 
modern record in legit 


show earnings. 


| 

| 

| Br- 
P 


| 


| 


Or, a Tight Episode 


By FRED ALLEN 


CHAPTER 1 
the wind wh 


] { as cold, and istled through 


*‘Boo-hovo,” cried 


THE ACROBAT’S CHRISTMAS 


CHAPTER 7 


the child. 


lithe eracks of the door of the apartment temporarily *‘Boo-hoo, echoed La Belle. ‘Xmas eve and no stock- 
occupied by the Flying Kneecaps. ings Not a cent in the house.’ 

The wind had no trouble in getting an opening in Mortimer Kneecap’s heart was touched. He buried 
that house, for old age was its agent and the creaking his face in his hands. 
'door had many a crack that no author had ever He was thinking hard 
written. The clock strikes seven. 

Br-r-r, it was cold, but Xmas eve, what could one Let us leave them flat. 





| 


*xpect? 
Br-r-r. It is eight and 
End of Chapter 1. 

CHAPTER 2 

Slam—it was not the critic’s review, but marked the 
door’s action at the entrance of Mortimer Kneecap. 
He had just returned from the agent’s. 

Despite his bedraggled appearance his wife 
him, for he was a recognized act. 

CHAPTER 3 


The night air 


thought. 
knew 
have a Xmas 
but I still got my 


three-quarters (not the size of 
mer’s hat, but the 
is as quiet as a contortionist’s finish. 

The form of Mortimer Kneecap straightens 
while his eves light up proclaiming the dawn of a new 


‘Riggins and Groundcloth,’ he cried. 
We ain't got no stockings to hang up, 


CHAPTER 8 
Morti- 
hour). 


slowly, 


‘My baby will 


tights.’ 


‘Hello, Honey,’ said Mortimer. ‘Police on earth to men of yood stills,” shouted 
La Belle Mortimer’s lips curled with scorn La Belle and Phoenix. 
‘Don't mention honey to me,’ said she. ‘You're al- CHAPTER 9 
ways trying to put the bee on me.’ No sooner said than done, Mortimer has his H&M 
‘How’s our little baby tonight?’ open, and the tights dangled before the fireplace. 
‘Not so good,’ sighed La Belle, ‘it’s so long since we ‘We must make merry, mamma,’ he said. ‘Sit down 
worked the child misses the exercises she gets when on my good knee. You babe, sit on the other; my pants 


are baggy 
piece. 


you drag her out for a bow.’ 
‘Damn those agents,’ growled Mortimer. 
CHAPTER 4 


‘Daddy, dear old Daddy,’ sang Phoenix Kneecap, Phoenix. 
Mortimer’s only child. ‘Why not? this 
‘Almonds,’ said Mortimer. ‘La Belle take the kid up 


to Feist’s and have it learn a new nuimber.’ - 

‘Hush, Mortimer, let the baby have its sport. It’s 
Xmas eve and Santa Claus is on the De!mar time; let 
the babe have its sport.’ 

, CHAPTER 5 

‘Pauper,’ shrieked Phoenix. 

‘Papa child,’ corrected La Belle. 

‘You're both right.’ sighed Mortimer. 


Ding-a-ling. 

‘It's the phone, 
jumping up. ‘He 
our agent, 


‘Hello, echoed 


anyway. 
I'll tell you a funny story.’ 
‘I don’t want to put my feet near the fire, papa,’ said 


‘Wait for your laugh, darling, 


‘10’ 
Mortimer 
the transmitter. ‘I 


Put your feet up on tie imantle- 


from La Belle. 


‘Because I don't like hot dogs, papa, and besides 


interrupted Mortimer, 
CHAPTER 10 


dear; I'll answer it,” said La Belle, 
(Aside), ‘it’s Gimmy Commish, 
He wants to speak to you.’ 

want vou to play 


‘Ain’t there no Santa Claus?’ wailed Phoenix a club tonight.’ 
‘Yes, my child,’ said the father. Mortimer paled: there was no time for thought; the 
‘Boo-hoo,’ bawled the offspring, ‘how can he leave situation demanded action, 
'me anything when—when I ain‘’t got no stockings to Would he take down the tights and go to work? 
! hang up?’ Disappoint the baby, destroy her faith in Santa 
‘Boo-hoo.’ Claus; he couldn't do that. His shoulders squared and 
CHAPTER 6 his steady voice rang into the receiver 


} 


right, ‘Nothing doing, 


‘The babe is Mortimer,’ grunted La Belle 


Gimmy; it’s Christmas Eve I can't 


‘She ain’t got no stockings and neither ain't I play a club when hearts are trumps.’ 
‘Shut up,’ barked Mortimer, ‘Xmas don’t mean any- ‘Thank God, breathed La Belle. 
| thing. Think of the poor firemen; they don’t hang up ‘Ditto. whispered Phoenix 
their hose, do they?’ ‘Click.’ went the receiver 
‘What’s more, I ain't got no socks either.’ (Reprinted From ‘Variety’ of Jan. 3, 1925) 


at the| 


j 
| 
| 


| Previous high for another show 
was the $125,000 in two weeks at 
the smaller Boston Opera House. | 
Otherwise, in the normal capacity 


in j 
Canto! 


the | 


| 


legits, the attraction has been around 


(Continued on page 13) 


Baker Undergoes Op 





Phil Baker underwent an appen- 
dectomy Monday 
hospital, N. Y., and will be off Ever- 

arp ‘Take It or L 
show for the next few Sunday nights 
yn CBS. 
yesterday 

William Morris 


afternoon 


ing for a substitute to take over for 
Baker on 
day 


the radio show 
(27), Jack Benny 


| those mentioned. 


the | 


(17). } 
eee © — 
| 


j 


| 
j 


There is a scuffle bit between March 
and Montgomery Clift in the last act, 
and the latter's fingernail injured | 
one of the star’s eyeballs. Injury is 
s0 painitul that the doctor using 
novacaine to relieve the patient 

March is not expected to return to 
the cast until Saturday (26), but the 

ow is laying off Thursday (24) and 
Friday (Christmas) because the play- 
ers requested time off to devote to| 
their families March co-starred 
in ‘Teeth’ with Talh Bankhead | 
and Florence Eldridge (Mrs. March) 

Disaffection of March was an op- 
portunity for Blair Davies, under- 
study. His speaking voice is quite 


Davies is 
excellent 


similar to Marchk’s, and 
credited with giving an 
performance, 


Lasky’s 2-in-1 Visit; 


Wedding and Pix Site 


San Antonio, Dec. 


99 


Jesse Lasky visited here on a two- 


first to attend 
his daughter, 


fold purpose, 
wedding of 


the 
Betty, to 





Lieut. M. L. (Buddy’) Barasch, 
Brooks Field student officer and 
former Los Angeles commercial 
pilot, which was held here last} 
Wednesday. | 

Other purpose was to look over | 
Brooks Field as a possible loc: tion | 
for a motion picture about the aerial } 
observe the product of t fly 
Bch 


Bak: r’s ec 


satisfac Vv 


tion 


} 
Jimmy Durante trained for 'the | 
Coast Saturday (19) but is expected : 
lback in N. Y. about mid-January 
!'On Friday (18) he was guest star on | t 
the Camel Caravan radio show for ¢ 


Durante Deal Pends For | italia laa 


Permanent Camel Airer 














SEASON’S GREETINGS 


Abbott and Costello y 


pr: qd } 1 He? eld 








4 


(although without it, Hitler and Mussolini could never have horns 


ii A de Ap A Ae i A i i i tn i 


By George Jessel 


At Random 7 


FHFHHSHEHFHSHFHHHOH 44+ 4G 4464444464644 46G4444444444 444 


| the second time, and a deal is pend- : : aes le i ; , . 
. nw ) bserpa n° } is at p > i} , ire or rad 
yt ing whereby he w join the Camel New Y« Observation: Wh) ‘ iat people in t - ee sate vie 
| program regularly ‘ ie ve me QO absorbed Vv role ions, that every else 
} . ‘ — A s begrared y comparison? An tomobile worker doesn’t tance 
! ni i > l 1 ; 1OZZ » | \ ‘ *} ; 
During his vist east, the Schn« © lattention when For or Chrysler ‘ entioned, a tallor « nt 4 pale 
| planed t acKSu! ille | wnere 1 = . } 
; pianea to Jack anve ©. Fla 1ere at the nention of Hart. Schaffner & Marx. but tell anvbod dio 
,oe oc ertained naval service a | busines hat vou know a man-who has a contact with B Butto 
* ; : : | oeciaeeumaaeen animal |Humit & Whistle. they fall pre ate on the floor Or t i 
(21) in West Side Boliv' SR RA a eee hint ca : 
Ollywooa you Kno LeLION\ Whose iter Was marriea ) ne barpel 
dl Zanuck to Coast | who once shaved L. B. and he 1 om emotion. Roo ( 
ave it alr quiz} 1» Tt hy} Cc} 
| - 7 1 » i ! ( n K ] rie t osnenko iad } enn ( 
ol. Darry! F. Zanuck heads for | *” : : 
a . | ‘ e438 ) tance to most people ( oO! dio busine 
No substitute had been set |the Coast tonight (Wed.) from Tr} ; I j betwe ti 
‘ . ee ies Mia oa Y Pee ae The News Ce entato The difference between optimism and _ pe - 
(Tuesday). | Washington to be ith his family . ; + 
A ry) ) t | iiste | Vie i alt 
agency is arrang-|for the holidays pes 7 tes dose i. Sa 
; | : ; and immediately art planning to reserve seats at the Winter Garden in 
“ *T ‘ } war j : } } ’ 
ts a Not th “re sales wal films, | Berlin to see a show, starring Molly Picon. Then you tune o Dre 
next Sun-|which he brought back with him! p ! > ti 
s > ” ~ ; earson, and look under the bed to if there are any Jap here Then 
being among/last wee . ‘r. are reported |. thee a 
& * 8jlast week by clipper, are reported | \ou hear Cal Tinney who, no matter what has happened in Tunisia, Stalin- 
‘most interesting’ it 4 ingt \ , a4 
sie 1 , és me esting’ in Washington, but grad or the Solomon Islands, seems to have only one thing on h d, 
was Sai o be!their releas ‘eatment has ; 7s vee . 
é as ell + ease or treatment las not and that is to make you say. ‘Doesn't he imitate Will Rogen we) 
een Cc n on . 7 . ; ‘ee 
2) n decided upon. The wireless: The:radio w hich has been such a wonderful thing to b ing 
wee ihe world closer together, and has been such a great boon to civilization 





their people) has brought forth very few definite talents.. The ine 
has to go a long way before it can definitely refute the siatement of 
Passos who called it ‘The Triumph of Illiteracy,” and Jimmy Cano 
Rye called it ‘the rape of the element 

Tip to some understanding young author; Write the biography of ost 
any est hed legit produce ! you will find romance in the ol 
| bu ines ne theatre and Jy i will find that these Ippose rewd 
| theatrical tycoons have leaned more money to actors that ha eve ech 
| repaid than any other firm in the history of the game They ar ially 
| about as tough as my intant daughter Jerriiyn who, by the k 
i} just like he motnel thank the Lore 
Off the typewriter ribbon: To y mind the best of the torcl ( es 
| was from the pen of Will D. Cobb in 1910, His song began, ‘I Am Furthe1 
From You Than Any, I Who Was Nearer Than All.’ And the »y Shel- 
| ley’s description of loneliness, ‘As alone as the last cloud of an « ng 
storm.’ 

Literary Flash; In preparation a book called ‘So Help Me’—the tale of my 


checkered career on and off the 


if they want to—to be published by 





Coi. Harold Hoffman's 
Pre-Xmas Ribfest in N.Y. 
By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


Annual Xmas _ party to honor 
Harold Hoffman, former Gov. of 
N. J. and now Lt. Col. U. S. Army 





; held Monday (21) at Waldorf- 
| Astoria, N. Y. House count about 
| 75, all paper, all friends from Circus 
Saints & Sinners (he’s prez.) and 
| Lambs. Host was Tony Gaccione, 
| paper magnate, Representing the 
} profession were Tex O'Rourke (‘(m 
c.) Pat Hai gton Fred H 


stage 


to be mentioned are not by coincidence. 


people 
me 


with no punches pulled, the 
They live and they can sue 
Random House. 


Dixon ‘(stripeuse from ‘Sons 0° Fun’), 


Bruce Evans, Donat Gautier, Don 
Tomkins; from ‘Babes in Toyland,’ 
Jack Cherry, Fred Howard; di- 


rector of music, Arnold Johnson. 
All guests wore Southern Cunnel 
hats and goatees to rib Holfman, 
just promoted to Lt. Col. from 
Major. Xmas gifts were piled ' 
around a tree, mostly socks, tiles, 
ams. underwear. es And 
considerable cash. Hoffman re- 


Six words, more 
ble because of cold in pipe: 


sponded in impos- 
Col- 
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‘OUR FAULTY PROPAG 








INVITATIONS 'TO CENSOR 61/96 p cHyC 


Show business must again watch its step. The slightest 
lapse of decorum or deportment and the hatchet men and 
women with the bluenoses start sharpening their axes. 


Just give them a parlay of one ‘Wine, Women and Song’ 
conviction—an abortive theatrical attempt which any right- 
minded showman is ashamed of—and a little publicity about 
strong words in present-day, wartime films (Noel Coward's 
‘In Which We Serve’ and March of Time’s ‘Here Come the 
Marines’) and that becomes a casus belli for the road company 
Comstocks and Sumners. Not forgetting the radio comedians’ 
recent tendencies to get flip. 


As a story from Washington in this issue indicates, Capitol 
Hill is already agog that a bluenose offensive will be essayed 


if there are any attempts to weaken the self-regulatory produce 


tion code of the motion picture industry. Quite rightly, as is| 


also reported in these columns, the right-thinking executives 
of the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors of America, 
Inc., decided that a wartime realism or not, there was no excuse 
for hells, damns, bastards or indictments of the Italians even 
though author Coward may feel that way publicly and the Brit- 
ish public may endorse him privately, 
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5.15 AFMISS But No. Calif 


‘Berlin Diary’ Author and 


A. 25% Off Due to Gas Rationing 


Holds Up; Niteries 





CBS Commentator Gives 
N. Y. Publicity Club Some 


Lowdown on How We 


Washington Officials 
and Other 
Film Biz Notables 


Have Been Remiss in Un- i. 
Review the Industry's 


derestimating Germany 


Contributions to 


NEED MORE UNITY Show Business 
At War 


By MORI KRUSHEN Aimong Other Features 


| William L. Shirer explained to of the 
members of the Publicity Club of | 





New York last Thursday (17) why || 27th Anniversary Number 


ithe United Nations have not been | ™ 
waging a good propaganda war and 


| inked our early military failures | VARIETY 
land propaganda-wise stupidity to a | ARIETY 





. - 


theatre grosses. It takes autos 


normal. 











failure to understand Germany and 


| : ia : 
7 |what it was up to. Shirer said that 9 
before U. N. propaganda aimed at 
Sound show business doesn’t need un-sapolioed language or |Germany and Italy can become effec- 


misbehaviorism on screen or rostrum for boxoffice or any other | tive, a clear understanding of those 


° . *.9 - . - . Ss S x a | 

impact. Invariably it’s a confession of weakness in the basic joouniries must first be reached and 9 
: - , a specific Government policy form- 

merits, b. oO. and otherwise, \\ hicl il compel such strong the: itr ical | | ulated. 


license. There are exceptions to every premise, however, and | For the present there appeared 4 


when they are made. they are invariably good: to wit, ‘What 
Price Glory r 

But that brings us to something else again. That is the lib- 
eralism of the last two remaining frontiers of a liberal art ex 
pression—the stage and the printed word. Pilg ingen ut- 
tered, shadowed or printed, is unpardonable. But so is a 
ton hamstringing of such highly intelligent and tants Sin 
media as a play or a book. A relatively pure, mass-attended | 
cinema 1S understandable: and, of course, that goes too for the 
radio, which knows not on whose ears may fall this or that | 
form of utterance. 


However, it’s a far cry from Minsky to Laurence Stallings, 
and for that matter, Noel. Coward Furthermore, as regards 
Coward’s ‘In Which We Serve,’ when it’s apparent that the 
vivid war message loses nothing by the scissoring of the few 
naughty words, why woo needless trouble from professional 
trouble-makers. 


. ; 1 ‘ ere ee Tf 

Sound American judgment, however, should not permit itsell 

to become blinded or biased just because professional blue 
nosers start pecking away. One dirty burlesk sho ra it 


cuss-words—which, after all, have become virtually accepted 
as parlor conversation in this day and age—are not sulhicient 
reasons for a general censorship drive on sho busine 


If Maney Wasn't So Honest This 








tinlindnemnehicaii + 
By JACK PULASKI | Orson’s Playroom 
‘The Skin of Our Teeth,’ Plym- —— 

outh, N. Y., the Thornton Wilde: Ho lywood, De 22 
Play which has steamed up more Orson Welle yout 
audience and critical controvers) yro 
than any drama in years, was doused * ypriately whe 
in publicity last week to the keé a 20th-Fox fo co 
Satisfaction of the management and hole Joa Fontaine 
the show's press agent. It had bee ‘Jane Eyre 
faintly surmised that maybe Willian He dra the deluxe es. 
Saroyan had inspired Wild into room bungalow built 1 » 
writing the screwball ‘Teeth? thet ley Temple. 
along came two scholarly fellow eT 





Sas Say Wilder copped the play ‘ 
rom the late, erratic James Joyce's H | H y Shy g 
‘Finnegan’s Wake.’ erenl 3 es in 
_ They allege that ‘Teeth’ contains 
important plot elements, characters, 
devices of presentation, as well as 
major themes of ‘Wake,’ and many of Helen Hayes is concentrating on 
gs rsereny nal agg Paces Soria her still untitled play based on the 
veneer to lend an American touch! !ife of Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
to the original features.’ The curi-| which, so far, has only Rhys Wil- 
Ous angle to the incident is that very | liams as the male lead. She wi 1 do 
few people except Henry Morton) no radio commercial series this year, 


Robinson, editor of Reader’s Digest.| save for an occasional guest shot, as | 


and Joseph Campbell of Sarah Law-| with the Reader’s Digest show this 
rence College, who made the accu-| past Sunday, finding that both a 
Sations in the Saturday Review of play and radio series tax her ener- 
Literature. ever claimed to under-! gies too much. 


et : ; 

Stand the Joyce book. Miss Hayes plans an extended 

[The presumption is, too, that! road tour in the Stowe play befor 
(Continued on page 54) Oomng t Broadwa\ ext Marc} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tion departments continue aloof to | 


be too much confusion among the 
United Nations—with apparently | 
conflicting opinions regarding l’affaire 
(Continued on page 13) 


| 
as | gee 


Abe Lastfogel. prez of USO-Car 
ar all 0 Shows, and Mark Hanna, agent mn 
OWI s : ] 


in service, both returned 


{from London. Both spent about t 


e 
Going Heavy On |same coincidental period of time 


the British capital although on se 
arate missions, Findings of two 
Broadwayites in London are cap-, 


Bway Backing “"""" 


l and service are expect 


|to be bad, but the tonier places, 


en | 


usually operated by ex-lItalians a 


| 


(Continued on page 50) 
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wholesale purchases of plays for 


picture purposes and financing of | KQBER WOULD LIKE 


legit production despite 20th-Fox ic- 


tivity in this field. Metro, like 20th, 


has been showing keen interest in | 
legit properties but approach has | 
een cautious and limited to impor- Arthur Kober, back east fro: 
tant properties which run no risk of | 20th-Fox writing stint for ‘Qu 


ast 


week on the Pan-American Clippe: 


Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 
As cars go, so goes Los Angeles— 
or better—Hollywood's first-run film 


Affected Even More Than Cinemas 


to 
get around Hollywood, and just how 
few are taking them is by now 


strongly—and sadly—indicated in 
takings at the boulevard boxoftices. 
Check finds them about 25% off 


As anticipated, weekends mean life 
or death. So far, they have meant 
life to theatres that have anything 
to sell. If theatres have it they come 
—though confined to weekends—and 
if they do not it makes for sickening 
grosses, particularly in Hollywood. 
Hewever, ali beleive it is only the 
;momentary story and no final pic- 
|ture is being seen before the first 


of the year when schools reopen. 
Xmas is again 365 days away, psy- 
chological reactions are adjusted, 
| Shoppers become time-choppers and 


gauged. 


| newly-created first runs are properly 


Dislocation in Hollywood is evi- 
denced in second week’s dropping 
nearly 50% from figures of first 


weeks, while downtown houses take 
nearer normal decline of from 20 to 
30° on holdovers. Poor pictures also 
take more beating in Hollywood than 


| 
i 
i hey do downtown. 
np 


But for all the inroads, current 


»W | business is every bit as good as last 


(Continued on page 12) 


he 


| FOLLIES’ SHOWGIRLS 


ed 


na 
na 





ine Understood that one model 


and paid similar salaries 
a ‘Follie ‘ is being readied by j 


4) Shubert and Harry Kaufman. 


AT $100-$250 A WEEK 


‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ now in rehearsal, 
will be long on lookers in the show- 
Paramount and Warners produc- French (presumbably naturalized _ 4 ag le ag Aroune 25 Powers 

models have been engaged, girls to 
receive much over the scale for chor- 
is 
| under contract at $250 weekly, with 
varying amounts for others, none, re- 


T DO 1 portedly, less than $100. The show- 
() UBLE INTO OW! girl lineup is similar to that of the 


late Flo Ziegfeld, who ‘glorified’ 'em 


topical themes which might become |; Girl,’ forthcoming Sonja Henie iten wav theatre has not yet been indi- 
lated prior to release. Metro money | which is slated for February pro-| eated 
is in ‘Willow and I,’ while the same! duction start, is trying to work out 
studio is also interested in buying |an Office of War Information con- | |f-— -~ 
‘The Pirate.” as are Warners, Par- | nection He wants only to devote ||; 
amount and 20th ix months of his time to Hollywood. ||! A i 
Paramount and Warners are lean- |The studio has called him back al- ||| RIETY 
ing more towards book and magazine |} ready on a nine-month deal, but his | \ 
xt WuVvsS ant are | ‘lined ty os = Pen = ‘ me iis i} sexist 
ory buys and e inclined to gam agent, Nat Goldstone, is trying to ||| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMA 


ble with writers rather than plunge | adjust. that. 


inant he con plone . montis S ote - , | 
too heavily in buy ing ol backing | Kober, erstwhile Broadway p.a. || Sid Silverman Pre iden 
plays for the time being. turned playwright, comments on the ||| (54 West 46th Street ae 7 


RKO studio, which has shown | ynique Hollywood change of attit 


ude | |} . 
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|marked improvement nee Charle “ a bos Annun $10 Foreign $11 
say ' ak Stetle ent since Cnaries! as regards the $25,000 ceiling. The||| Single Copies........ 25 Cent 
y r rner 1. _— - © han - ‘ , , : ont a 
W. Koerne ; took over, has also been | senera] reaction is that ‘the edict i - 
limita t¢ b« roe F ap: 1a | Lvs . . a i ; . ( Y 
limited to book and magazine buys | un-American; it stifles ambition; and ||! yo]. 149 ¥ cog 120 No. 2 
ho ih n th race + » n factar . a canoe 
ee eS er eee ee a Sew 1, gent mine giving up WwW tae Gov- 
(Cor ea on page 13) ernment. but: why work for benefit = Ss — we nee 
i of the company its stockholder 
3 & KX ve il mi mei it ime INDEX 
MCA’S JUROW SCOUTING | neta down 'to 256 or $67,200 gro , 
Kober reports a feeling n° 
WARNER TALENT EAST ies can oa ncert-Opera 3 
if the law mu ) 1: 
Re 8 
Mart Jurow, Music Cor; of 7 D House R 
a“ uw 
America legit and talent booker, or LOCAL PE seated GUO Inside—L ES ae 5S 
Jar ecomes New Tork talent ie f : | I ide Music . 40 
re oe : ° Ww 2 be ? . Donald Duck Mimic Stops Bothering | | tr ff eeteatere 29 
;} scout O1 arne! ros. e Will ., r , ; ¢ /ren ras .. ‘ » at 
a directiy from the East to| 1 or we Inside—Pictures .. 5 og 
’ _- mV ee nside adi: ‘ 
Clear of Radio Work 22° &: Warner and steve Tritting Trenton, Dec. 22. ||| tncide—Vaude-Nitery 20.” a5 
at . e studio. Jurow will not be A “eas 4} jp SEIS aude-Nlery ....... 4 
t ; t S or oday in the C 
eens LA Wines Eats Ves lel working toda JE \I| Legitimate .... i. ae 
jreplaced at MCA where Edith Van! RKO Capitol lobby. Inside is ‘Der ||| Lite: rat Rr 
Natwa 7 $3 ies ac aon a leo : * 4 , ii] re ‘ by eat. 
C leve continues as head of legit Puehrer’s Face. The picture ties ||| yq,,. 97 
Casting. up with the kid. a mean os got ciged Steet 47 
a) "ar ave att te “oy ’ . iti ’ > . o° e° ‘ 
MCA plgersaga gave Jurow a farewell It took the house manager three } Ni ght Pints Mauteecs . 
luncheon yesterday (Tues.). | weeks to find the youngster. Three | Obit . 54 
a ee re {Sunday afternoons in a row the }}| Opehect * “on 
; rchin has been annoying balcor HW pins , - 
me 7 TMT ying | Pictures ... 5 
PAR PACTS 2 WRITERS tenants with imitations of Donald al Radio 52 
Murray Burnett and Joan Alison,|Duck. Ushers were spotted around ||} Radio Reviews 34 
who wrote ‘Everybody Comes toito grab him. Finally they got him. i} Unit Review 46 
Ricks,’ which was made into a War-|But there was no calling of thej|! yandevitle 49 
ner Bros. ‘Casablanca,’ have been) law. Instead, they’ve put him!|] war a i 4 
pected by Param t as a writing /out front. He is geiting paid for | || GLY VARINGY 
tean crying his gabble to passers-by. The | (Pub ! ' 1 by 
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USO-Camp Shows Prexy’s Report This 


Week to War Dept. 


Will Create Pattern 


Of Yank Talent for Troops Abroad *: 


William Morris 
who is doubling 


Abe 
agency 


Lastfogel, 
executive, 


for the duration in the presidency of | 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., returned 
last week (16) from a 
servicemen’s entertainment reg 
ments at offshore bases, 
in England and North Ireland. His 
report, which was submitted to War 
Dept. officials this week, will be 
basis of a permanent USO show 
up for those Army and Navy 
campments. 

Thus far, the offshore bases, ex- 
cepting in England and North Ire- 
land, have been serviced by a few 
units composed of paid talent and 
some volunteers. U. S. Army camps 
in England, however, have been 
visited to date only by volunteers, 
such as Al Jolson, Merle Oberon, 
Frank McHugh, Allen Jenkins, 
tricia Morison, et al., and currently 


ulre- 


set- 
en- 


by the Femme Theatrical Task Force | 
Martha 


composed of Kay Francis, 
Raye, Carole Landis and Mitzi May- 
fair. Lastfogel took this contingent 
over with him, but preceded them 
back to the U. S. [Further details 
of the girls’ tour are on page 1 
of this issue.] . 
Virtually all of Lastfogel’s obser- 
vations on an exciting 20,000-mile 
trip are confidential, inasmuch as 
they pertain almost entirely to mili- 
tary and naval installations. How- 
ever, it is known that a special rep- 
resentative to administer the future 
USO-CSI setup in England and 
North Ireland will be appointed. Last- 
fogel is already mulling several pos- 


sibilities for the post; there will be 
a salary attached to the job, but it 
will be minor in comparison to the 


high type of executive sought and 
thus virtually a voluntary assign- 
ment. 
Several Units Each Season 

According to Lastfogel, the show 
setup for England and Ireland will 
be amply provided for by four or 
five units each winter and summer 
season. Another helpful factor, he 
said, will be the incorporation into 
the foreign USO-CSI of the Amer- 
ican Overseas Artists, a voluntary 
Yank group in England that has 
been providing musical accompani- 
ment and supplementary talent to 
visiting American volunteer per- 
formers. 

This program, of course, pertains 
only to England, North Ireland and 
other offshore bases in the east, 


not to Africa, the Middle, Near and | 
Far East, or the Pacific, all areas 
now containing U. S. servicemen. 


These are problems for the future, 
Lastfogel states, admitting at the 
Same time that they are problems 
that must be met. 
The four or five 
land Ireland 


units for 


and will be 


of paid talent, but they will have 
to be augmented by vounteer stars 
fiom all the show business fields. 


Lastfogel says the program of vol- | 


unteers must not lag; in fact, it will 
have to be increased considerably if 
the entertainment needs of the serv- 
icemen offshore are to be met. 


K.C. Putting on Big Xmas 
Show for Service Men 


Kansas City, Dec. 22 
Ne T esoms S< rvice nA 
Kansas City This Christma ’ is the 
slogan expressing the aim “of the 
committee planning the double- 
header Christmas party which the 
Kansas City Canteen, K.C. Star and 
other organizations jointly will 


sponsor Friday (25) in the mammoth 
Municipal Auditorium here, with a 
two-hour stage show in the after- 
noon and a dance at night. 
Bandleacer Bernie Cummins will 
emcee the stage show, which 
feature the principals of the Billy 


Rose ‘Diamond Horseshoe’ revue | 
playing at the Tower this week. 
headliners from the Folly, Cummins 


and Henry Busse’s bands and a line 
of 24 girls frem the Gillespie-Sul- 
livan school of dancing. 

Music for the 
will be played by Busse 
show during an_ intermission 
feature entertainers from the 
group, with Busse as emcee. 

Attendance at the stage show and 
the dance will be limited 
to service men, with the 
of dates who 
several 
as partners for the boys in unifo™m 


i 


survey of | 


principally | 


the | 


Pa- | 


but | 


Eng- | 


composed | ! 


Ww ill 


three-hour dance 
and a floor |} 

will | 
same | 


strictly 
except on 
will escort any of the 
hundred hostesses selected 





* 
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But Plenty Commercial 
Louis Schwartz is a waiter in 
a cramped Sixth avenue, N. Y., 


delicatessen known as the ‘Little 
21 Club” When not rushing 


chopped liver and hot pastrami 
he peddles war bonds to his 
steady customers, most of them 
in show biz. 

Last Friday night he said, 
‘I've sold $6,000 in war bonds al- 
| ready this week and that’s with- 
| out a radio station.’ 


-JOLSON’S A. C. QUICKIE 
| SOLDIER SHOW ON Q.T. 
| 











Atlantic tie City, Dec, 22. 
Al Jolson put on a crack personal 
appearance here in an unobtrusive 


one-night stand Thursday (17) and 
slipped quietly out of town without 
one line of advance publicity. The 
star, accompanied by his manager 
and accompanist, put on a bangup 
'show for patients at the Army Air 
Forces station hospital here, accord- 
ing to enthusiastic reports which 
later leaked out. 


Jolson Into ‘Canteen’ 


Al Jolson has signed to emcee 
|‘Stage Door Canteen,’ Sol Lesser’s 
film production. He will also deliver 
|a new song, ‘American Boy,’ by Al 
Dubin and Jimmy Monaco. 

Jolson did the A. C. hospital stint 
for Doris Winton, former singer, 
who's doing social work there. 
Among the hospitalized recruits is 
Guinn (Big Boy) Williams, 
ing from flu. Williams checked in 
with Broderick Crawford at 
base. 

Jolson flies to Bolling Field, Va., 





camps for similar shows. 


He also performed at several 
squadron lkeadquarters during his 
short stay. 


14G in N, Y. Riv Rally 


A total of $14,000 in wai 
| was sold at a rally held during the 











past week at the Rivoli, N. Y., with 
Ben Grauer, NBC announcer, act- 
jing as m.c. in cooperation with a 
;detachment of soldiers and 40| 


AWVS girls. 

Those buying a $1,000 bond were 
given a season pass to the theatre, 
while purchases of smaller bonds 
were given single passes. 


oO 04444444046 
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Des Moin Latest 
De s, Dec. 22 

Tri-State Th p. bidding 
rcod-kve to thre ' its mem. 
bers: Marvin Gr: nager ‘of 
he Paramount, es; Syl 
Vogel, chief audito ny Ar- 
;romavich, manager Roose- 
velt, Des Moines. © men 
in the industry due t 


ervice this month inc] ore 
Grinspan, mangger of ij it 


Co., and Dave Gold, chi-f booker 


at Fox branch office. No successors 
yet named to any one of jobs Va- | 
cated. wa, 


Flick Usher Cited for Bravery 

St. Louis, Dec. 22. 
Arthur Henry Probert, 21, seaman 
Ist cl., a former Alton, IIll., flicker 
house usher is one of seven members 
of a Merchant Marine gun crew 
cited by the navy for heroism fol- 
lowing a battle with enemy air- 

planes, one of which was downed. 

RKO First With Monthly 

RKO, the first company to get out 
a monthly publication for former 
employees now in the service. has 
mailed a Christmas edition of 20 
pages to its men in service. Mag is 
called ‘Salute,’ and includes chatter 
cerning the h.o. 


ryt fal | 
p and a list of the ad- 


suffer- | 


this | 


a week from Thursday. Between 
his Tuesday night broadcasts the | 
star has been taking q.t. flyers to 


1 } ' 
VUlUas 





the 


| 
Film |} 


and exchanges, | 


More SAG Withdrawals 
Than New Members 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
itl yey from the Screen 
tors’ Guild are outnumbering new 
men with most of the pullouts 


going into the service or taking jobs 
in defense plants. 
During the past month there were 


98 withdrawals against 63 new mem-| 


classifications. 


bers, covering all 


Navy's Special 
Combat Photogs 
To Film War Pix 





Washington, Dec. 22. 
Navy is organizing special pho- 
tographic combat units which will 
ibe assigned to theatres of war op- 


eration to take motion pictures and 


still photos of actual combat op- 
erations. 
Ten officers are at present com- 


pleting a special course of train- 
ing of this work. They will take 
charge of units consisting of three 





enlisted men, two motion picture 
cameramen and one still photog- 
rapher. 

Duty of these combat pho- 
tographic units will be to supple- 
ment present Navy and_ civilian 
photographic coverage of combat 
operations. After the films they 


|make have been studied by inter- 
ested bureaus of the Navy, all ma- 


| 

| 

é' 
| terial compatible with security will 
| 


be released to the public through | 
the Navy's public relations office. 
In a military organization, pho- 


}second in importance only to 
| reconnaissance pictures. Both stills 
and motion pictures are used by 
| staff officers to study offensive and 


| togragns showing actual fighting are 
| 
| 


defensive fighting tactics. 
| Pictures are also used by va- 
rious technical bureaus in assessing 


the performance of and damage to 





our own and enemy equipment. 
Pictures also aid in training Naval 
personnel and, of course, the public 
| Sets much of its information of the 
war from pictures, 

Officer in charge of the new com- 
bat photographic section will be 
Lieut. Carleton Mitchell, P ) oe 
U.S.N.R 


CHESTER MORRIS JOINS UNIT! 


Chester Morris joins the ‘Show- | 
time at the Roxy’ unit of USO- 
|; Camp Shows for a tour of military 
posts in tne Carolinas. 

Will stay with the show from Jan. 
15 to 21. 
| Harpo Marx joins the ‘Looping th 
| Loop’ unit of USO-Camp Shows in 


Jan. 4 
ending in Camp Ed- 
on Jan. 20, 


;Camp Grant, Ill, on for a 
| three-week tour 


; wards, Mass., 


SEED Ft 0404466466646, 


F Uncle Sam s Roll Call 
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‘Eve of St. Mark, Condensed But Sexy, 
Click Soldier Production at Upton 





Harry Houdini 
‘The Greatest of Them All’ 
by 
Francis Sill Wickware 
an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 


At War’ 








theme of the 
37th Anniversary Number 
of 
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XMAS GREETINGS FROM 





ABROAD VIA SOUNDPIX. 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

American troops overseas are send- 
ing holiday greetings to the folks at 
home by means of sound motion pic- 
tures, the War Dept. has announced. 

Films released for Christmas show- 
ing, the Army said Saturday (19), 
with current newsreels would carry 
greetings from Army groups in Aus- 
tralia, Iceland, New Caledonia, 
Alaska, India and other spots in the 
world. The overseas forces will be 
seen and heard singing 
Christmas carols. 


Studio Crew East Next 
Month to Shoot ‘Canteen’ 





Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Sol Lesser is using New York as 
a location spot for his forthcoming 
picture, ‘Stage Door Canteen,’ and 
will sheve off Jan. 12 with a cast and 


crew of 50 to shoot scenes at the 
Movietone studio for about five| 
weeks. 

Feature is currently in work on 


the Pathe lot in Culver City 
Frank Borzage directing. Eastern 
trek will be made to film legit and 
night club names play 
themselves. 


who will 
Wie Wil’ 


USO’S BERMUDA UNIT 


| Jack Powell’s 55 Lbs. 
Drum Chiefly 





Comprise His 


Latest USO-Camp Shows unit fo1 


| Bermuda left on Thursday (17). Cast! 


| Brown, 
land Iris Wayne. Troupe traveled by | 





dresses where those serving with 
Uncle Sam may be reached. The 
publication is edited by Jack Level 
lof..the. publicity. desartment, whe | 
aw action in World War a 
RKO now has 585 men in the 
armed services, while four former 
RKOites are in the WACS. High- 
est ratings among the men include 
two majors and a captain. 
Stuart Kaplan Killed in Africa 
Cincinnati, Dec. 22. 


Stuart Kaplan, 19, son of Nat Kap- 
lan, manager of the Producers ex- 
|change here, has been reported 
killed in action during AEF’s North 
Africa landing. Youth, an only 
| child, left Ohio State University 
last summer to enlist. 





From Memphis 
Memphis, Dec. 22. 
Richard Godfrey Mansfield, 23, 
former employee of the 
| theatre here, hes been 
| action in the Pacific. 
| Mansfield is a soundsman 
Navy. 


Casualty 


in the 





Metro’s WAV ES 
ey Holiywood, Dec. 22. 
| Four femme _ studio cartoonists 


marched out 
enlist in the 


of Metro in a body to 
WAVES at Cedar Rap- 


Continued on page 22) 


Lawlor, 
Gypsy Markoff 


consists of Terry 
Jack Powell, 


| Pan-Amer rican Clipper which posed 
a problem for Jack Powell, blackface 


| drummer, who is limited to 55 
pounds of personal luggage, as are 
all Clipper passengers. He had to 


carry his drum instead of a change 
of wardrobe. 

He left his pet chair behind, which 
he. uses in lieu of a drum, and i 
taking a chance on finding a suitable 


chair in each camp. 


‘| John Balaban to Fete 


1,000 at Army-Navy Lunch 


Chicago, Dec. 22 
| John Balaban will host approxi- 
imately 1,000 guests at a luncheo: 
at the Sherman hotel on Thursday 
(24). Those invited include t 
present group of students attendin: 
the Navy’s Radar School, atop 1 e 


Malco | 
wounded in| 





State-Lake building, a staff of Great 


Russ | 


| sarong 
| highly 


with | 


| 1941, a 


| 


were 


familiar | 
| 





| the gal he 


| in a cave in the Philippines. 


| 


4 
Camp Upton, N.Y., Dec. 17. 


‘The Eve of St. Mark’, Maxwell 
Anderson’s drama that has been al- 
most unanimously labeled by critics 
‘the first important play of the war’, 
was presented here in a_ specially 
adapted form last night (Wednes- 
day) by an all-soldier cast. Single 
exception was the one gal in the 
show. She was borrowed for the 
occasion from her typewriter in 
nearby Patchogue. 

‘St. Mark’ was originally written 
by Anderson for presentation by 
amateur and semi-pro groups affil- 
iated with the National Theatre 
Conference, so its appearance on the 
sparse boards of Upton was ap- 
propriate enough. Adaptation em- 
ployed for the all-soldier audience 
is as much a matter of Private Alan 
Wilson's direction as it is the cutting 
Wilson and his crew in the Special 
Service office at Upton performed 
on the drama. The physical adapta- 
tion of the script was more a matter 
of cunning showmanship than dra- 
matic art. The boys merely sliced 
Anderson’s 12 scenes down to four 
and played the four just as the 
author wrote them—although hardly 
as the late Lem Ward directed them 
at the Cort, N. Y. 

Sex It Up 

Exigencies of a soldier audience 
apparently led the Army thesps to 
play ‘St. Mark’ with considerably 
more sex than Anderson probably 
intended. Which makes for surprise 
in the scenes Wilson and the cast 
elected to do and the ones they 
decided to discard. The love in- 
terest between Quizz, principal 
character in the original, and Janet, 
left behind him, is en- 
Only femme in the 
girl in a scene 
Instead 
of being a minor character, she 
becomes, by virtue of a scanty 
and a bit of direction, a 
important figure in a play 
presented for a khaki-clad all-male 
audience. That audience, incident- 


missing. 
the native 


tirely 
cast is 


| ally, obviously appreciated Pepita no 


end, although preserving a decorum 
in keeping with the drama of the 
play. 

Scenes used in the adaptation are 
the barracks of a U.S. camp in June, 
port of embarkation in 
September, 1941, a cave on an 
island in the Pacific in April, 1942, 
and the same cave the next day. As 
a matter of fact, it was pretty good 
choosing, as the first scene is an in- 
troduction to the characters, as well 

(Continued on page 53) 


Draner, Adler, Tamara 


Set for USO Camp Tour 


American soldiers and sailors are 
due to get a rare package of class. 

Paul Draper, Larry Adler and 
Tamara will be a volunteer unit 
starting soon under USA-Camp 
Shows auspices for a tour of army- 
navy camps and } Gaaee. 


Plenty of Gifts Steamed 
Up by Chi Patriotic Org 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
20,000 gifts for service men 
received in the first week of 
the Amusement & Recreation Divi- 
ion of the Chicago Commission on 
National Defense drive for cigarets, 
candy, razor blades and other ar- 
ticles for service men in nearby can- 
tonments. More than 300 theatre 
Nanagers are cooperating by hav- 
ing barrels in their lobbies for col- 





Over 


ections, and radio stations are con- 
|tributing spot announcements call- 
|ing their listeners’ attention to the 


} the 


Lakes Naval officers and Army 
ficials. 

Radar is the Navy’s radio de- | 
tector system and first came _ into} 


prominence here last January when | 
Balaban & Katz, as a contribution 
toward the war effort, donated 
equipment applicable to its teaching 
for the establishment of a Navy 
Materiel School. 


The firm turned over 
thousands of dollars worth of equip- 
ment, 
building, and donated 
of their television staff. 
Lieut. Bill Eddy, USN retired. as a 
nucleus for the Radar school when 
their television activities were stale- 
mated because of the war. Students 
are regular Navy enlisted mez 


the 
headed by 


Vino 


;cram a year’s course iv four months 


floor space in the State-Lake | 
services | 


of-| drive. 


Jokn Malloy, managing editor of 
Chicago Herald-American, is 
running a standing box in all edi- 


| tions urging readers to contribute to 


: | 
hundreds of 


the barrels. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Bill Burton. 

Bob Colwell. 

Jimmy Dorsey. 

Joe Glaser. 

Frances Hyland. 

John Hertz, Jr. 

Lieut. Stanley Kramer. 
"dissa Landi. 

Pyt. Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
Myrna Loy. 

"lona Massey. 

Hans Peter, 

reorge Sherman. 
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OWI's ‘Request’ for 


Scenarios Climaxes Long-Standing 
Tug o War Between H’wood and U.S. 


a 


+ 


0.0. of All Film 





= vi 


Silent tug-of-war which has been 
going on for several months between 
the studios and the Motion Picture 
Bureau of the Office of War Infor- 
the censorship of all 





mation over 

fiims. which had been sought by the 

latter, finally came into the open 

last week. It was announced that 

Lowell Mellett had decided to ask 
to submit screen treat- | 


producers ' 
ments and scenarios of all product, 
otherwise, prior to 


war-themed ol 


filming. 

While reaction from studio heads 
was not immediately forthcoming, it 
is known that producers have been 
standing off the Mellett request for 
censorship over all films for the past 
few months. 

Not generally known that studios, 
which had been submitting scripts 
on pictures dealing with the war, 
have also been parrying pressure for 
some time to allow the OWI to gan- 
der all other material. Though Mel- 
lett points out that the OWI has only 
advisory powers, producers have all 
along felt that if they are obliged to 
take into account the manifold prob- 
lems which would arise in weighing 
the morale and informative values of | 
every picture it would further com- | 
plicate wartime production. 

Limitations 

Producers claim they are already 
operating under inconceivable handi- 
caps as a result of current wartime 





story requirements and set limita- 
tions. OWI, on the other hand, has 
openly expressed dissatisfaction 


with the emphasis on saboteur and 
espionage formulas in too many pic- 
tures. Also viewed unfavorably is | 
the frequent practices of sandwich- 
ing a war title between a couple of | 
trite situations in the quickie mellers 
been flooding the market 
Government information execs 
have been trying to get writers and 





which have 


producers to adopt a broader for- 
mula in war pictures. Preference is 
for yarns pointed at the fallacious, 


dangerous forces responsible for the 
current rather than 
ehlighting merely individ- 
ual menaces 


itastrophe 


at 1 
tuemes Ni 


Projectionist Dies on Job, 
Opposish Operator Works | 
With Body at His Feet 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 

After Nathan Bennett, 36, projec- 
tionist at the Times theatre, Brad- 
dock, had fallen dead in the booth 
last week while the late afternoon 
show was on, an opposition house 
»perator took over and continued the 
showing for two hours with the body 
at his fee 

Death ocx ed just after Bennett 
had flashed the afternoon's opening 

vi ¢ S<¢ erl Wwe vlank 
al A ’ , t to the boot to 
find e projectionist dead The 
bad wild { } Y t;] 
aad mov 
aep yner arrived. 

Fle » Carpenter. owns of the 
Times, ran to the Capitol acro the 
street, for help Chauncey Thon 
project vr t there, responded to 
call 

The coroner didn't appear for two 
hours Meanwhile, Thomas, kept 


the show l 


unning, the audience not 


aware of death in the booth 
Bennett was a brother-in-law of 
M. A. Rosenberg, local exhib, and 
President of National Allied. Before 
80ing with the Times he had been 
Projectionist at Rosenberg’s Rialto 
He leaves a widow. two children. 
his father and five sisters 


Off on the Wing 


Hollywood, Dec. 22 


t First job ur der Edward Dmvtryk’s 
_eW director contract at RKO will! 
De * 12 ' ° ° 
tin T Falcon Comes Back.’ a con- 
ig Of the detective series on 
12 ) 

Iry 

Pi i] Ja 14 
Mat e Geras 


May Work for British Govt.—Clari- 


|York for Hollywood over the week-’ 
lend, 
January, 
Korda 
| from United 
| him 
channels for future pictures. 
tains his 25% interest in UA for the 
present. 


junsettled for the time being, pend- 


jing possibility he may go into a 
British government post. 


Friday (18) Korda issued a cate- 
gorical denial of reports that he 
was seeking control of Gaumont- 
British. 


attempt 


= 


; i 
or cnore on r 


i¢ase 


KORDA TO COAST 





fies His Pic 


Alexander Korda 


Plans 


Sir left New, 
planning to return 
later leaving for 
has been granted a release 
Artists which leaves 
use other distribution 
He re- 


early in 
England. 


free to 


Korda’s production plans remain 


Before leaving for the Coast last 





C10 10 OPPOSE 


EAL 256 
CEILING 


Washington, Dec. 22. 


new 


| 
| 


Move of the Congress to re- | 


will face strong opposition from the 


Congress of Industrial Organizations. 


CIO organization, which exertec 
“ } 

strong pressure on President Roose- | 

velt to put the limitation on salaries, | 


IS now 


laying its plans to fight any 


by Congress to rescind the 


President's executive order 


Strategy of CIO will 


be to declare 


removes tne ce 


if Congress i 
vill ¢ id tna as idicating 
} t € go \ oO i | t i 

+ ) ) i 

longe be held to 1e ) i 
pledge not to strike fo 1e duratio! 
CIO's powerful IllTnited Automohile 
Workers Union will take the lead in 
the fight to stop any Congressional 

action on the salary ceiling 


Showmen Meet to Set io: 


United Nations Drive. 


le Z attended DY ovel 1.006 

ealre operators, excnangze me 
and publicists from the metropolita 
N Y i i i € it Lo 
Zie gre N Y y¢ r ia ] 

} t | \ 

1ising ampa a. = 

a J 1-20 

At pe n 

rll Sa R ‘ 

i ( the ¢ y 

\ t W il } R ) ive be Le 
Goldenson, Harry Brand Fred 
Schwartz and Si Fabia 

Coinciding with the ‘United Na- 
oO! Wee drive to be staged i 
some 16,000 theatres, the U. S. Post 
Office Department is issuing a nev 
2c ‘United Nations’ stamp which 
oes on sale for the first time Jan. 14 


Hathaway’s ‘Free for All’ 


Hollywoo Dec, 22 
Henry Hathaway 


draws the direc- 


Productions 


Starring ’ the nD 


F} Ro fe. Jean A 


lJ Wa Filming starts Dec. 30 


| mission to the 
| mission. 
|then be relayed to Selective Service 


peal the $25,000 net salary ceiling ; Jobs essential 


MAN SETU 


) 


I 








Industry Heads, Anticipat- 
ing ‘Essential’ Classifica- 
tion for Films, Plan Labor- 
Management Organization 


|\+ 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


|ABOR DRAFT BOARD FOR PIX 





Gas Shortage Grounds Pix Salesmen 


Henceforth Via 


A AF FERMENTS Who Foresee More Exhib Negotiations 


Mails and Phones 





—Reps From the Confer-| Borderline A's Either Cut to Cheap 


ence of Studio Unions, 


IATSE, SAG and Other 


| 


Crafts and Unions to De- 


cide on Applications 


CLEAR THROUGH WMC_ 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
In anticipation of the _ picture 
business being classified as essential 
to ihe war effort by the War Man- 


power Commission, heads of the 
industry are starting machinery to 
set up a 10-man Labor Management 


board to handle draft deferments in 
vital occupations. 

Under preliminary plans one labor 
board member is to be appointed by 
the Conference of Studio Unions, the 
IATSE, and Screen Actors’ Guild. 
The several crafts and various in- 
dependent Guilds are said to be in 
agreement on the plan. 

According to the present setup, all 
applications for deferment would 


| clear through this board before sub- 
Yar Manpower Com- | 


These applications would 
Boards 
An official 


ings for film 


order stipulating rat- 
business employees is 
expected soon. Delay in film 
worker ratings thus far has been 
caused by a study, still under way, 
of proposals declaring various studio 
occupations. 

Among these are said to be actors, 

(Continued on page 1z) 











oe Unseasonably cold weather in 
jmany parts of the country, accom- 
ipanied by snow in some sections, 
{}combined with the tailend of the 
Christmas shopping period and ga: 
Pp} I 
restrictions to !} urt the boxoffice gen- 
jerally. However, in the south and | 
various other spots where extreme 
| cold and snow did not get in severe 
licks, the week before Xmas is stack 
, up better than usual. The south 
Da Cuial i a D i iar ge 
| 
i yt oft ; i 4 } 
The b-zero eather, extending 
throughout the northern and west- | 
oi Pa vr ry ‘ c " a | > ve + ta h rorh+ : +s sfaring 
MAU Nadio rictures film SuDsIad OL ;<4 AUS miVUBs erisk suffering 
1 nn sinni : ur a |to many localities due to lack f 
R1IKO, Inc beginning to show a mal aiitl > tal oO 
. 4 4 Brat 4 i frjel 1 while . OF « tern roam 
p on Ot Ups LatliVlis foi the ALi SL Lithne 3 . Ol, wht i€ _ od lied wea” 
in several years. Understood that ynwealths the sale of gas was sus- 
> ¢ : | ‘ lijie ‘ 
the prod n-distribution subsid | Pended foi salt a aque to a 
: bee! O of the red since |Shortage, tl n tu affecting the- 
Octobe latres, notably in rural area 
Studio, long the weak link in the | [i taste York tne temperature 
RKO setup. came under Charles |?" Sunday (20) dipped to three 
; ‘ 1 . lhel< . coldest : icht ve: | 
Koerner’s direction last spring. ew axe, Seen oe ee a 
Rn ee ash iDue to the heating problem, many 
ta 1 t} ilres VE Ee Ca A ) t- 
Kanes Head West icient fuel to keep rs prop- 
‘ warm f suddet 
er freezing o , One ouse 
R Kane head for|in yY I ) gt 
( e To t Rose } Nn f 
B Mi K A ina iS la 0) 
( Sid Ke! are sisters iid ) ) 
} f e of 20th-Fox film /aft r 
I land Wa there A ) 
0) etch, o é ( f 
He will p yab ¢ 
1 Coast tudio pro ) 5 
( e 54 
‘No Gas’ Folds Theatre 
‘ . 
Jim Geller eaieles 
, : M De »2 
Warner Bros. Story Editor ' 
Fi eatre ereabout 
Waxes Literary and Whimsical! ike o é ) ad the 
in a Special Feature Article clo ( R B’ } e at 
' if F B 
. Hopt ] 
an Added Feature in 4 ‘a nie ‘ 
owne also ev'll 1utter 
*s/] . B ~smoee A’ d the Hop- 
nou 2USINESS The 
At War Hop vas ¢ ' at 
: i ¢ of $150.000 
theme of the The Engler 4 with 
Arb itlo heal 
37th Anniversary Numbes @ the Hopkit s the 
ist yuto da t ora 
of mo c he the illeged un 
iIRIET} a ( e a he» Hop! 
VARIE Y i fa Pa ( in M 
immoiis 











| tend throughout the entire country 


+ a 
NO IN-BETWEENERS Shortage of gasoline and added 
- restrictions: in rationing in 17 east- 
Ss or wane ts tax Oe ern states, which it is feared may 
: , saved : | become even more severe and ex- 


Sharp budget revision, with elimi- 
nation of borderline A pictures, is 


forcing 


has grounded film salesmen, 


| planned by several of the major stu- | exchanges in the hardest-hit zones 

| as —_—" se a anc a : 

| oes ee eee Tentative plan: ae; to rely on mail or telephone to 

no call for the elimination of ‘B’|] Sa 

product, in most cases, but pictures | "©S°'te Sone ETES, 

in this category will be held down Not only have the film peddlers 

to around $150,000 in cost. | become stymied but exhibitors who 
Appropriation tor in-betweeners, | have been in the habit of coming 
. 7 1-4 rons Je en are ~ e “ ns 

which formerly ran from $250,000 | "to exchange centers once a week 


to $350,000 will either be cut to the 


lower figure or budget will be 
boosted to $500,000, or more, if the 
property seems strong enough to 


warrant the additional cost. 
Revamped cost sheet perspective 
is predicated on the new appraisal 
of raw stock availability. Produc- 
tion departments are now weighing 








all raw film appropriations care- 
fully, Under tne 25% cut below 
1941 consumption figures, studio 
heads are figuring on keeping foot- 
lage, and therefore costs, on low- 
| budgeters at a minimum. 

PRE-XMAS 


|}or oftener are likewise tied up at 
| home. They have less of an excurce 
to ask for extra gas than the sell- 
ers but latter, under the new re- 
strictions, are also unable to get 


} ° 
{supplemental rationing coupons. 


| Film salesmen were formerly 
able to get ‘C’ cards but now are 
lucky to have ‘A’ and ‘B’ cards. 
| While the latter two enabled them 
to get eight gallons a week, the fig- 
ure was cut earlier this month to 
{three gallons for the ‘A’ and now 
|has been chopped to three also 
under the ‘B’ coupons. A _ similar 
125% reduction for ‘C’ cards, still 
obtainable outside of the 17 eastern 
seaboard states, has been decreed. 
It is believed in some quarters, 
in view of the emergency, that more 
;}can be handled by mail with appli- 
‘cations on sales made out and sent 
ito the exhibitor account for lat- 
| ter’s Signature or revision, as well 
as phone calls, it appears that a 


| large part of the selling-buying load 


| will have to be borne this way. 

| While exhibs, whose cars are 
| beached, may not want to use trains 
| 

}and busses to come into their near- 
est exchange points as often as they 


have in the past, it will probably 
| be necessary for them to meet the 
alesmen half way and continue to 
iO oO 
So lal tnere i peen no inter- 
| ference it deliveries of film hf 
truck which have the unrest ed 
I’ cards, but hould there be a 
curtailment in their rationi: rail- 
wa exore } parce nD will 
t ) yt f ity) pif 
po f t r no pa i t 
the « no yments are 
made ) i 


‘Seidelman Perfecting 
U. S$. Pix Distribution 
For Troops Overseas 


Jo ) seid i { é i ) 
i 1 {o1 Ait « 24 
) . ( 
" fl , \ i 
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Op 
) ‘ '; 
r ) eople e 
) 7 - 
{ ) [ i oa I 
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I € fro ks whe } is 
foreig f ‘f, has be ! - 
¢ : . 
L10 ] ] i po dD aiong n 
ythe I part ) Brigadier 
G era Osb ) i se ices 
and uppiie mora: 0 
Mo pre 2 probler i the 
re t time is finding rf t 16- 
eq ) at t Va 5 
i ) i Bi ) aze D ) d 
fa Bigg é next 
le ’ ynt De ) ) ) i- 
aitional 10-1 tal projec r 
equipment and set » a details 
which will make pos ipie the snoee 
delivery of latest U. S. pi ‘ to 
the men at the many fronts. All the 
| ) 1 ) i a ead to 
1f 248 in this 
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Growing Juvenile Delinquency Plus 
Public Fear of Late-Hours on Dimmed 
Streets May Seriously Dent Pix B.0. 





Widespread juvenile delinquency | 
and criminal activities by these as 
well as elders are creating alarm in 
theatre operating circles lest con- | 
siderable suffering will come to box- 
ofiices in dimout areas such as New 
York City where the regulations | 
have been tightened. 

Result, in the opinion of managers, 
is that people who are beginning to 
hear of attacks or robberies will stay 
off the darkened sireets in increas- 
ing numbers. Pointed out that it 
takes time to scare folks but that 
ultimately fear catches up with) 
them, especially the women. 
Among other things, so many peo- | 

{ 





ple have been siruck by cars on 
dimmed-out that this, in it- 
self. is making them cautious about 
being out at night. At the same} 
time. the tendency mcreases to keep 
the kids at home where they will 
be safe. Claimed now that many 
women are afraid to go downtown 
to theatres or to their nearest neigh- 
borhood house because of how dark 
many streets have become. 

The dimout at first was not so bad 
in New York and other cities, but 
now it has noticeably reduced crowds 
on the street after sunset and par- 
ticularly nearer midnight when most 
nabes finish their shows. Plenty of 
men as well as women have been 
slugged and robbed of late, with 
complaints crying for more police 
protection. Extra police as a result 
have been put on in some areas in 
New York. 

Harlem Hard Hit 

According to operators, Harlem 
theatres are hard hit by the dimout 
due to the wave of crime which has 
developed in that section of the} 
town Both RKO and Loew’s, as 
well as various independents, operate 
in that region. 

One of the Broadway managers 
points out that the dimout is less 
inclined to affect the downtown zone 
since there are always crowds on the 
street. ad 

The manager of a large N. Y. 
house says that when he drives home 
late at night now, going through 
streets that look like no-man’s land, 
he keeps both car doors locked from 
the favorite stunt of 
holdups seems to be to jump into a 
topped somewhere by 


streets 





inside since a 


\ 


car wnen it 1 





a traffic light. In one case recently 
@ woman was grabbed by two men 
and her fur coat taken off her back. 

Difficulty in controlling the juve 
delinquents |} reached the point 
whe t} I ' N. Y., now] 
I Y x ¢ en on i ve 
qu ¢ f ( 


PRC DROPS PATHE, | 
RESUMES OWN TAG. 


Producers Releasing Corp., which} 


. . ’ 1 1 
suddenly called itself PRC-Pathe, iS } 


wood. 


dropping the new title just as sud-}| 
ade y after legal advice about cor- 
p e title 

Paw } ntrolled by Pathe Lab- 
oretory | does not hook in with 
Pathe Film is turning out 
ni cree ant id RKO re- 
least U ( lement 
st ‘ a PP T ‘ il re 
vert to its original title, Producers 


Relezsing Corp 


Rep. Signs Exhib To 


Slant Pix B.0.-ward 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. | 
M. v. Seigel. chief of Republic stu- | 
dio, signed Howard Sheehan to his | 
executive staff as consultant in the} 
selection of siory material from a/| 
boxoffice angle. 

For years Sheehan has been a the- 
atre operator, recently running the 
Vogue on Hollywood blvd. 


|part, are 


—— 7 


MIKE CARR’S TECHNIQUE 





Seems Sure Cure for Theatre 
Roughnecks 
Rochester, N.Y., Dec. 22. 
One theatre manager here, Mike 


Carr, World, has a system for main- 


taining order that works in this 
particular spot, admittedly a dif- 
ficult neighborhood. He warns a 
disturber just once. If the patron 


cuts loose again, out he goes with 
the added admonition that he’s per- 
manently barred from that theatre. 
And they find it’s no idle threat 
for Carr always takes tickets him- 
self and he has a_ photdgraphic 
memory. 

Surprising angle is 
necks will beg to 
come back, making all 
promises. The ban seems 
their pride. But, unless he is sure 
of a change of heart, Carr is 
adamant. One youth so barred re- 
turned after four years, most of 
which he had been out of town. 
but Carr remembered him and the 
ban still stood. 

Noisy youths are becoming serious 
problems in theatres here. 

Managers all over the city, but 
particularly in some of the neigh- 
borhoods, report youngsters making 
good money in the war plants put a 
few beers under their belts and im- 
mediately make nuisances of them- 
selves in theatres by ‘smart’ com- 
ments, loud talk and annoying other 
patrons, 

Many of them refuse to leave until 
a policeman is called. Cops, on their 
not anxious to*make ar- 
rests, it is said, as it means con- 
siderable trouble appearing against 
the culprits, though managers say a 
few jail terms might help the situa- 
tion. 

Ushers and managers use a 
bluff in trying to cope with 
disturbers, but even that doesn't 
work too well, one manager getting 
a black eye from a patron he was 
trying to shush. 


World-Wide Camp 
Showing for Par’s 
All-Star ‘Rhythm’ 


29 


“ae 


rough- 
allowed to 
kinds of 
to hurt 


that 


he 
oc 





Hollywood, Dec 
Uncle Sam and Paramount are 


vOorking togethe on the most 
unique premiere ever given a Holly- 
wood picture. ‘Siar Spangied 
Rhythm,’ which will exhibit all the 
stars on the Paramount roster in 
one film, has been accepted by the 
Department of War as a Christma 
present from the film industry to 
the armed forces overseas. 


Prints of the picture were 


over to Brig. Gen. Frederick H 
|Osborn, director of the Special 
; service Division of the Arniy, for 


| presentation in Washington. London, 
| Iceland, 


Alaska, Hawaii, Chungking, 


Africa, India, Australia and other 
far-flung camps, before the ope 
ing at the New York Paramount 
theatre Dec. 30 

World-wide distribution of the 
picture was arranged by Francis S 


Harmon, executive vice-president of 
the War Activities Committee of the 


Bronston’s Jack London 


Samuel J. Bronston completed 





Weavers Keep Weaving 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Republic is holding the Weaver 
Bros. & Elviry for another picture, 
following completion of their cur- 
rent starrer. ‘Mountain Rhythm.’ 
ilm to be produced by Arm- 
cur- 





and Schrefer. is the last unde 





Irv Brecher’s 
Very Funny Satire 


‘It Can Happen Here’ 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 
37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Drop Jr. Admish 


As a Curb To 


Juve Vandalism 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Fox-West Coast is dropping its 





|junior admission scale because of 
|vandalism. Circuit originated the 
|idea of a cut to 25c for matinees and 
35¢ nights to attract young trade. 

Idea was to encourage matinee 
business. Other circuits and indies 
followed. Result was biz it attracted 
proved costly because of vandalism 
and property destructions. 


Willkie Testimonial By 
Pic Execs Raises 24G 
For Army Camps Fund 





Top execs of all major companies 





i 





the } 


turned | 


film industry; Joseph Friedman. 
chairman of the London branch of 
the committee, and Capt. Hampton 
N. Howard, in charge of the Over- | 

| seas Motion Picture Service of the | 
Army. 


Story and BR. All Set 


attended a testimonial luncheon to 
Wendell L. Willkie, 20th-Fox board 
chairman, at the Astor, N. Y.,, 
Wednesday (16). Purpose was to raise 


| funds to carry on work of National 


lot of | Conference of Christians and Jews 


A 
| total of $24,000 was subscribed. J. 
| Robert Rubin, Metro, presided and 
| presented Willkie with a silver 
| plaiter in recognition of his efforts 
pom behalf of world unity. 
| 


|in army camps here and abroad. 


I 1? . 4-17 £ team nrtant ‘ 
Willkie told of imporvant role to 


be played by cultural arts during 
and after war, 
Among heavier contribs were 


R Oln, L. B Mayer, Will Hays, Nick 


Schenck, Joe Schenck, Jules Brula- 
tour, Irving Berlin, David O. Selz- 


nick, Ba 


| Balaban 
Skouras. 


rney and Spyros 


‘OK MAIL ORDER PAYOFF 
AS MEANS TO SAVE GAS 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


Producers and Actors Still Knocking 
Themselves Out on That 256 Headache 





Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
How to work out the $67,200 
yearly gross and $25,000 yearly net 
film business resolved itself 
into a two-way clinch between 


Screen Actors Guild and producers, 
with the U. S. Treasury Department | 
keeping its hands off. 

Representatives of the picture 
business have been contacting Uncle 
Sam's financial agents in Washing- 
ton recently with the idea of break- 
ing down the ceiling to pro rata sal- 
ary of $1,300 a week which would ap- 
proximate the ceiling. Answer to the 
industry was in effect: Settle your 
own financial problems, we have 
plenty of our own. 

Apparently cognizant of actions of 
producers, Screen Actors Guild of- 
ficials drafted new rules to protect 
interests of players in contract situa- 
tion. Legal staff of Guild drafted 
three rulings designed to further 
protect the interests of freelance! fused to adjudicate or to offer of- 
actors on the question of maximum | ficial opinion on validity of con- 
salaries. One is to protect rights of | tracts which might be involved in 
actors under existing contracts with salary ceiling. : 


salary optiens, and ‘to protect the 
rights of actors on new option con- 
tracts that may be negotiated in fy- 
ture.” SAG has already forced pro- 
ducers to eliminate emergency 
clause which they tried to insert in 
all contracts to hold an actor to his 
starting salary if wage ceiling pre- 
vented company from paying option 
| raises called for in the contracts. 

Any attempt by producers to pro 
rata the $67,200 ceiling on a weekly 
basis is bound to result in a fight 
with SAG. Guild contract provides 
no-strike agreement but it is based 
on idea that both sides carry out 
their obligations. When the em- 
ployer breaks his contract, an em- 
ployee no longer is bound by its 
terms. In case of necessity, actors 
would simply stay away from the 
studios until their contracts were 
met, without need of any official 
strike. 

Meanwhile, the Treasury has re- 


in the 
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Coolacres, Calif., Dec. 22. 
Dear Joe: 

With all this rationing my mind wanders back to the summer of 1925, 
when things weren't so hot for the actors. They played the game of 
‘gyping the Automat.’ Those days the Automat had large glasses with 
pieces of lemon in ’em; they were supposed to be taken to the ‘pay faucet’ 
and filled with iced tea. Actors would squeeze the lemon, add sugar and 
fill the glass with ice water. They called the lemonade “The Tin Roof’ 

It was on the house. 

It was just a couple of years before that (1923) that Bert Savoy went 
‘Upstairs’...He was struck by lightning at Long Beach When Jimmy 
Russell (Russell Bros.) died, Johnny Russell took Bert Savoy and taught 
him the tricks of the craft. Russell then retired and Savoy joined Jay 
Brennan. They did an act on the lines of the Russell Bros., but put a 
great deal more class in it Brennan was one the best ‘straights’ in 
show business and Savoy had a terrific sense of humor. Johnny Russell 
died in 1925 at 69. His son James, who was an uncertaker in Elmhurst, 
wrote that Irish classic, ‘Where the River Shannon Flows.’ Many a night, 
me and Aggie and McAvoy & Brooks spent in the back room of his ‘stiff 


of 





parfor’ and harmonized the old favorites. Since then we've played to 
‘colder audiences’ than in Jimmy Russell’s back room. 

Here’s an interesting item in my notebook. Way back in 1875 Challenge 
Cups were called ‘Challenge Vases.’ Beer was spelled b-i-e-r and the 
Olympic theatre had one of the first of the city’s cooling systems— 
mammoth fans were used. 

In 1925, Olsen and Johnson usea to broadcast ‘wisecracks’ from their 
dressing room to the lobby in all the theatres of the Interstate Circuit. 
Wouldn't be a bad idea for them to do the same thing now, if they car 
get the gags and time off from counting coin and friends. 

1925 Forecast for 1943? 

That was a great year, 1925, for firsts. There was a picture called ‘Black 

Cyclone’ playing at the Capitol on Broadway that was jammir them in 


‘atest illu 
Germ 
| 


aisO mMm 


It wa of the gre 
of wild horses iny, horses made love, ran and 
the star was from a toy. Horses we 
quicksands in a 20-foot pond on Hal Roach’s lot. Of course the picture 
people use the idea now with aeroplanes, submarines, boats, ete. Maybe 
with the ceiling on salaries, they will go back making pictures with toys. 


one 1i0nS in pictures 


Magnified from toy copies 
fought Rex, 
cued from 


made 


in) 
if) 


horse, ide re res 


Litest offsnoot of gas rationing is In 1925, vaudeville acts started making their routes via trailers and 
} + v ace ‘ t ’ < | . rm} - : 

a request by agents that studios be jcars, That same year acts let out war whoops like Indians when bowing. 
|; permitted to mal he ‘thecks cov- | , , : : : , . 
|p ea to ye I them 1ecks COV |It was supposed to work up enthusiasm of the audience, like football 
| ring alaries I neir ce nts lwa a ¢ P ’ , 

ering : les of their clients {yells at a game. It didn’t help. In a short time acts went back to no 

Screen Actors’ Guild has approved | yells- -and no audiences. 

the idea, wi is statement: ‘ as | ros nat , , 
| idea, with this statement: ‘It has | In 1927 actors played vaudeville with their eyes on radio and their 

sometimes beer : -actice > “ar in 1 1 5 . - 
regen € : a rm in me | heart: in Hollywood. The dance trend in that year was slow rhythmns, 
Vandi rié¢ S 1 "1ze IOs | > ”) are Rey ae . . “ys ‘ 

‘paper actors to authorize studios|smooth and lazy, giving melody fox-trots full play. Elinor Glynn was 
; to release checks agen y > | : ‘ — oe , . y , ¢ . 
he ene 1ecks to agent wen the | doing a really swell act at Loew’s State, N. Y., and did plenty of box- 
| es rot ing agents would deduct | office P. T. Barnum’s estate was settled. He died in 1891 and Mrs. Bar- 
1¢ 10“ es and pos ‘hecks | lie ; 97 | ; or 
Tec and depo it checks jnum died in 1927, The estate was over $1,250,000, which proved there 
( Lne a Because OL La Ta~- must have been more than one sucker born a minute. 
oning age want to amend thi Famed ‘Ugliest Woman’ 
c 7 + ¢ that inctead ‘lr. | f . - 
Sen 0 Wiss sneK ad of pick | Do you remember way back in 1910, when Nellie Revell, then working 
ip cients’ checks studios mail! for Willie Hamme oniiele eR AE er ais a nea ee : 
| 414ainMersvein mace Foiaire Iamous as the uglie woma2an mn 
+ q ) + em 14 - ! - : * oy . aad 
{the world...with the smallest waist She told Hammerstein she'd have 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Ruth Hussey drew new contract at 


Metro. 
Phil Silvers’ actor option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 


Islin Auster inked producer pact 
at 20th-Fox. 

Wally Brown drew a new player 
contract at RKO. 

Harold Miles inked pact as art di- 
rector for Hugh Harman cartoons. 

William Morgan’s director option 





financing arrangements last week,| picked up by Republic. 

with aid of United Artists. for the| Lewis Wilson, stage actor, signed 
‘Life of Jack London’ which she | by Columbia. 

plans to start shooting in March | Jack English drew an option lift 
| Guaranty Trust is bankrolling. as serial director at Republic. 

| Picture is to be based on two | Celia Travers, strawhat player, 


| books written by 
;}don, the author's second wife. 
| Bronston plans modernizing 
'London biog by super mpi 


Charmaine Lon- 


eons ; . 
rent Wal aevelopmen ty; 


| Harbor 


| 
the | poser, 


| signed by Metro, 
| George Bassman renewed as com- 


scorer and conductor at 
cur- | Metro. 

Jess Barker, legit player, signed 

| by Columbia. 


Lillian Russell and Polaire photographed together as ‘the handsomest 1d 
the ugliest,’ but Morris Gest got the story into the papers first. MNe‘lie 
| punched Gest and then quit her job with Hammerstein. Nel] n ill 
}punch swell on the radio. 

In 1756, to.avoid the penalties of the Act of Parliament against 
licensed comedians (they were licensed those days), show owners adver- 
tised like this: ‘The Cephalic Snuff Warehouse, Cibber & Co., snuff mer- 
chants, sell at their warehouse, at Richmond Hill. most excellent Cephalic 
Snuff, which taken in moderate quantities (in the evening particularly) 
will not fail to raise the spirits, clear the brain, throw off ill humors, 
dissipate the spleen, enliven the imagination, exhilirate the mind. give 
joy to the heart, and greatly invigorate and improve the understanding. 
Mr. Cibber has also opened at the aforesaid warehouse (later called thea- 
tre) on the Hill, an histrionic academy for the instruction of young per- 
sons of genius in the art of acting: and purposes for the better improve- 
ment of such pupils. and frequently with his assistance, to give public 
rehearsals, without hire, gain or reward.’ 

So you see, kids, they beat the strawhat School of Acting by just 186 
years, 

Here's one George M. Cohan told me long ago. A fellow called to see 
him claiming he was McIntyre’s nephew (McIntyre and Heath). Cohan 
went out to see him, talked to him for a while and senséd it was a 
phoney trying to make a ‘touch.’ After gabbing awhile, Cohan, ready to 
go back to his dressing room, said, ‘McIntyre was certainly a swell fellow!’ 
‘The phoney, expecting a handout, sed, ‘Is that all you have to say” 
| ‘Well,’ sed George, ‘Heath was a nice guy, too! : 
| Best to the gang, sez 


un- 





Your pal, 


Lefty 
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CUT FILM MOVEOVER HOUSES 
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| Pathe’s Raw Film Credit of 12,000,000 TURNING T FM ‘Producers Switching From | Studio 
Feet Due to M.0.1. Reels Shift to 20th jy 7) {ST-AIINS To Another Argue WPB Should Not 
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’ stock situation affecting news- | — a 
a Payson se obscure though indi- ‘Daddies’ Dusted Off Penalize Them on Raw Film Quotas 
cations last week were that only 100 By WB for Leslie!" Tightly-Controlled Circuit 
feet instead of 150 would be cut from K Conti d E + EE 
each semi-weekly edition of approxi- Hollywood, Dec. 22. eys Continue ngage-| j . 
j mately 850 feet. The a a ~ a assigned ae Rca to ments Are Decreasing Due. Rep. Reis issuing = Autrys Strong opposition has developed 
rded likely as a result of Lowell) play the star role in ‘Daddies,’ orig- rh: ~ against that phase of the War Pro- 
i Mellett’ s offer to provide 50 feet per! inated on the stage by Jeanne Eagels to Need for Greater Outlet | While Sgt. Is in Service pence oa film allocation system 
| issue (500 feet per week for all!as a David Belasco production. for New Pictures—Move-| Hollywood, Dec. 22. bi 
reels) from Office of War Informa-| John L. Hobbie’s legit script will Seiten t. Exhib Republic is reissuing eight Sgt. whereby producers switching from 
tion stock to the reels. |be modernized for the screen with CUe Tey Saag a8 oa Gene Autry pictures next year|one studio to another can be de- 
A reduction in the number of war background by Gertrude Beef | while the cowboy star is in the prived of celluloid. Under current 
prints per issue, currently around Purcell. oe Se Army Subjects were selected from regulations, it is pointed out by top 
350, is also believed likely since the | —— | the most popular Autry has made 
OWI stock offered would not be suf- | SUB-RUNS MOVE UP | since first galloping on the screen | "dustry execs, a producer changing 
ficient to maintain bookings on the, | | seven years ago. | releasing outlets is deprived of nor- 
current level. | |? i) —-— | Beg.nning Jan. 15, a will pi Mn com a er 
» has se general 12% a pa: ‘ , 'go out at 6-week interval cers ar rus, In one Way, ine 
ae nae because this | ‘ | periaco-tdrehdeatanestes sg eielateteliad sil ee , as ” advertently frozen to distribs while 
reel is generally shorter than the| in number, especially in key situa- | those not tied up with any major 
others, usually running from 700 to} (’ RACTS T0 tions where film is becoming badly | }are at a disadvantage in setting up 
725 feet as compared with 850 to 900 blocked due to gradual extension of | releases. 
ft fect. runs since the war began, plus lack | Controversy has arisen regarding 
A Pathe, on the other hand, has some of enough theatres to provide suffi- | the classification to be given to in- 
12,000,000 feet of stock available as DATE cient outlet for the product of all! dependent producers under the raw 
a result of the March of Time switch : distributors. stock allocation methods. Conten- 
to 20th-Fox. M. O. T. failed to re- Operators who devised the so- . tion is that independents should not 
ceive an okay from the War Produc- tonemniee called moveover policy, causing a be deprived of bargaining powers in 
tion Board to transfer its raw stock ery of protest among subsequent runs, making releasing deals with any of 
allocation from RKO to 20th when Selling three blocks of five each, | are now making first-runs out of such the 11 major distribs recognized by 
it changed distribs. As a result,|a total of 15 pictures, Paramount | housesin order to play pictures that the War Production Board for raw 
Pathe has the 12,000,000-foot allot-| last week hit a new record of get- | are becoming backed up and, in film allocation purposes. Independ- 
: ment which could be used to main- ting 1,975 contracts, according to some cases, suffer from lack of | —_— ents are now largely dependent upen 
i tain the reel’s usual length. ie D Adee o etpigge ep. timeliness, inability to get dates over | iiesiinalenseitl siieeeads, tials sanditiiiasde alia the distribs fou stock. 
i Twentieth-Fox, meantime, had|-*Y©! . Agnew, v.p. over distribu-| holidays and advance advertising mprov news Precedent set in the War Produc- 
been trying to have March of Time|tion. This places the total number] which has lost its sting. |fronts stimulated the stock market | tion Board’s refusal to allow March 
classifications as a newsreel for raw)|of contracts on current season's Tt a Felt re - Y. al | last week with a whole string of = a a cng Sheng raw — al- 
stock allocation purposes. This ap- | P ad i hile ne problem on ocked films is . a ve hi ocation from athe to 20th-Fox, 
en was denied and the later | (1942-43) film at over 12,000, while least felt in a city like New York |motion picture stocks pushing up to when distribution was transferred to 


|for the same period last year the| where most distributors have their |"¢W highs of year as others hit new | the latter, has focused additional at- 


WPB ruling placing newsreels under 
4 St . > ae * H« : } jai ; g : . , 

the same raw stock limitations as|"Umber of deals were 6,233. own showcases but in various large |!¢vels for recent weeks. Thursday | tention on the problem 

the banner day, film shares 


features makes it necessary for 20th Par’s fourth -block of film, also| keys where a single circuit has | “4S - , Some formula is under considera- 
to divert footage for M. O. T. from| five pictures, will not be offered for | virtual control of runs and policy, Srsnenttne gains of 50c to $1.50, in-| tion, from accounts, whereby inde- 
its feature and Movietone alloca-|sale until after the first of the year.| it has become a fight for bookers |Ccreased interest in stock shares pendent producers would be able to 
tions. RKO’'s first three groups this sea-| trying to get time. The situation | bringing two 1,000,000-share days IN} obtain celluloid for production in 
» Under proposed plans the five;son, numbering 15, have  been| is keerest in such cities as Detroit, |succession. New talk of inflation re-! cases where a distrib cannot make 
reels would agree not to exceed 750} bought under circuit deals by Wil-| Philadelphia, Buffalo, Chicago and [sulted from the shakeup in the stock available without penalizing 


feet in length, instead of 850 or 900 | by-Kincey, covering the Carolinas, | Pittsburgh, where defense industry |OPA, this also helping the bullish one of the producers already on the 
feet. No plan for joint industry or|eastern Tennessee, and Alabama;|has made it possible for the better | trend. lot. A number of distribs, however, 
Government operation has been ap-|the Lucas & Jenkins string in| films to play exceptionally long en- | Advances by film company stocks argue against giving independent 
proved for the time being. | Georgia; Malco, operating in west-| gagements. Even lesser film goes|extended all down the line from! producers a specific classification for 


ere a . . . Ca Becen tata iature r ¢ ’ 

ern Tennessee and Arkansas; and| much farther in such zones and | Columbia Pictures to Warner Bros.) raw stock allocation, claiming that 

| the Par circuit in the Miami zone. elsewhere than formerly. Thus, not |Former neared its 1942 peak at| where a producer cannot effect a 
CHARCE PIX TR TRUCKERS F Nat Levy, eastern division sales | only are majors backed up on dates | $11.25 with indications that the im-| release the quality of the product 


for RKO, and Dave Prince,|in scores of situations but so are | proved first quarter (of fiscal year) | must be considered such that it does 


ead 
REMISS ON DELIVERIES southeastern district manager for|the secondary distributors. net profit would push the shares to | not warrant stock allocation 
i i , for rear. Consoli- | ina ti ; 





























com pany, closed the deals with Condition resultant upon war and | new levels the year. Indications are that the status of 

the southern circuits. (Continued on page 16) | (Continued on page 16) It 1e independent producer insofar a 

San Francisee, Dec. 22. _ - aaaa ce ence es a meee nae TT ttCtCRCCC CQ COOMA”! ra TOC jc concerned will be clari- 

Local distributors have filed com- | moe eee necmennrere Neen eee eee — fied before long, with some adjust- 

plaints wtih the State Railroad Com- |] ment likely so that producers switch- 
| ' . - t} 


sion aga t film truckers, de- 


claring laxity in delivery and dis- |} . : 34a yutsiae 
rupting theatre schedules for two |} 

| ‘ | 
months, Commission is nlacir pot- | 


| ters at various points to determine if COL Ci OSING BIGGEST 
} truckers are responsible for time ° : , 
7 i / 29 YEAR; 26 PIX READY 
State bx iv na powel to take ’ , ‘ : 
away tl ickers’ franchise for failure Ci 
to live up to agreements Hollywood, Dev 22 


With 17 feature in the bac clog and 


Raw Film Freeze Extended THEME OF THE duction, Seuratta io wintins ae fe 


rang Nev WB | 374 ANNIVERSARY NUMBER |. > sn 








_ 9° ‘Bo. ‘ron Stalingrad ‘Br { " 
Washington Dec 22 | Boy F 7 = 7 - * : Broa 
D é a Daddies,’ ‘Frontier Fu and a still 
“ ‘ Al i AALTICE Ol da ney ULUCIL | : ; 
y kit x 4 4 ei ! f untitied George Ste t ) luctio 
K ¢ > the pro >( ur- 
Lie ; ¢ Lie pl posed i oO Biniched haf, a co ; : 
ne} + , allocat Ol ( filn 4 m < Ae 2) se Se ~* 
Shen « A : e r tl cu ; . : In 
re , om ' eee | Times Sauare e e With Bever- 
ors e War Producticn Board } : aot i v - ht 
i NIAaIT vé I isa? nt 
extended its freeze order on filn € y Y 1 mai . 
Seat , With Boston Blackie 1 ‘Suicide 
OCK In tne anas ol manul ture . ‘ 
to T) 1 | nange 


5 ich will put into effect a redue To Be Published Soon Technicolor Spreads 


aeitabie to producers and distribu- 

tors in 1941, is expected to be issued a eS . Work Week to Ap) Hours 

any day. Under the present order 

the producers and distributors are ' 

receiving 10 to 24 percent of the USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL | , Holly wood, Dec. 22. 

film they had avelichie in 196i. . Technicolor made the first move 
The extension order was the ee |in the motion picture 1! dustry to 

second one issued since the original extend ty work week by oo 

order, 1-178, was issued. The Bree ing from 36 to 40 hours. Members 


raw extension eines seurtey |! Special Exploitation Advantages } °..2.o°.. 2" 


apparent that the union would have 











a a le | —— _— to issue a great many additional 
Kudos and Scallions work permits if it did not agree to 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. . ° | the extra hours 
’ Cary Grant and Rosalind Bus- Reservations and Copy May Be Wired to Any | Technicians, now -on a five-day 
sell were awarded golden apples by : : basis, will receive four hours addi- 
Hollyw ood Women’s Press Club as Variety Office , tional pay per week without overe 
the most co- Operative film actor and time. Majority of the workers fa- 
arse of 1942. NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON vored the extra four hours. rather 
radapples voted to George San- . +? than insist on a continuation of the 
Petting, ; Sz , ndolph St. St. Martin’s PL a 
lers and Jean Arthur as ‘most un- 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St eo ae . ’ Pees aE, Os poze nave 








CO-O} erative’ or i . — " a ——— rY e more 
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ARABIAN NIGHTS 


| Miniature Reviews 


(COLOR) | > 
Holly wor Dec. 19. | ; ; é 
ne | ‘Arabian Nights’ (Color) (U- 
M i Wanger). Geared for strong bDox- 
ix ofl ce. 
vine | ‘When Johnny Comes March- 
| ing Home’ (Songs) (U). Tiptop 
Prev ‘ 46 filmusical with Allan Jones, Phil 
eel j Ha Spitalny, et al 
‘The Powers Girl’ (Songs) 
UA). Exploitable beauty parade 
mea just misses 
cidehiaanrs “ : ay ‘Jacare’ (UA) Frank Buck 
p i ey | jungle thriller of junket into 
\'a! > a | Brazil OK exploitatione! 
crm ‘ \\ s | ‘Lendon Blackout Murders’ 
’ Gom (Rep). New twist to Scotland 
sphoiceape “ss - ,| Yard nails-its-man yarn okay for 
Eune ny duals. 
ts pg iat pct ‘Little Joe, Wrangler’ (U). 
aa cieme Gly <4. ace xx 5. ‘ ne | Better-than-average western. 
Slave . k. | ‘Pride of the Army’ (Mono). 
urn © gaan So-so programmer of dogs in 
‘Arabian Nights’ is a colorful and | defense work. 
actionful entertainment in tune with ‘Historia de Crimenes’ (Ar- 





4 
present audience é 
} t Technicolor, 


gentine). Crime film; not up to 








duction mounting, 1n . Anal 
S nenttn biended with fast paced | standard, 

developments 1 dramatic and ro- 

mantic . ‘tment: as ire yi P 

mantic cepartmé cant : are Byes leach spotlighted for best showman- 
filre rofitable 1! ) mn al ) - : ‘ 

+ Peon naes FES |ship style. Total of 12 numbers, 
ACES. ' v7 | stly familiar as standards, are 
_ eet po led exhibs will mo i: amilils i ‘ < . rf 
h oni ” fiel 4 ¢ iV - pe nering extra | presented in song, orchestral and 
me oe : ickets  Altho wh | cheral arrangements all backed up 

. n at the WI1CKeLS. y. I us 
er. ae a. ieuteon = the | by excellent musical arrangements 
here’s ; nge oO anta: i - +<teh 
omy PR, Bsc, Walter Wanger wisely and presentations by Spitalny and 
anh wade from “the magic of his girl aggregation. Jones, Miss 
at : awa ‘ “70 ice ‘ ite ’ 
fabled times to concentrate atten- hace ; —, gee and Rage neces 
tion on lusty action and romance | Orcnesua an 1¢ maestros tamec 
‘milar to the late Douglas Fair- choral group are on display for in- 
eet ey aia ett. ay With dividual and collective attention. 
ee a “* we : O’Connor, Miss Jean and Miss 
lor photogr acce Z in- ‘ ? io : . 
soul gyn ee goog, Ryan click solidly with two comedy 
. . cor rec ! > A 
thin; ee en samaadentie fast | Tio song-and-dance numbers that 
ngs mo g =e 4 ; |immediately project the threesome 


clip, with dialog crisp throughout. 
Director John Rawlins deftly 
handles comedy interludes by Billy 
Gilbert and Shemp Howard with 
restraint, keeping both comics from 


going overboard into broad _ bur- 
lesque. ; 
Story is a straightforward pres- 


entation of conflict of two brothers, 


Jon Hall and Leif Erikson, for the 
caliphate, with Maria Montez, danc- 
ing girl, who aspires to high mar- 


riage. Girl is member of a carnival 
troupe and when Hall is supposedly 
killed by his brother he’s taken in 
by the band and nursed back to 
health. Sabu becomes his pal while 
girl falls in love. Tale then swings 
into fast action with intrigue, chases, 


battles and final reinstatement of 
Hall as the caliph. Miss Montez 
catches audience attention as the 
alluring and eyeful dancing girl. 
Performance will lift her several 
notches in popularity, with indica- 


tions Universal has a glamour girl 
on its list for future assignments. 
Hall delivers a_ satisfactory and 
heroic performance in lead, with 
Sabu also neatly spotted. Gilbert 
and Howard deliver solid comedy 
performances that lighten dramatics 
Support is high grade, with Edgar 
Barrier, Richard Lane, Turhan Bey, 
John Qualen, Thomas Gomez and 
‘Wee Willie’ Davis most prominent. 
Color photography is excellent. 
Walt. 


When ‘Johnny Comes 
Marching Home 


(WITH MUSIC) 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


T’nivers Please « Rer? \\ Burton 
T ‘ or St Ss ] n nes lane Frazee 
( a Jean, Donald © Conne Perr Ryan 
I Step Bros Phi Spitalny Hour of 
( x ‘ ? Directe } ( le 
I ? Oviging ECTeeN] 7) r Br 

Dore Benne me Ge we 
Robinsor < ert CH 1s Previt 
dance dire iis Da Pron. Pre ved 
De 18 Rut ne me, 73 MINS 
Jehnny Ke s Allan Jones 
eee Gion Jean 
a. ee Dor O'Connor 
lovee Jane Frazee 
eee CEE ORT COE ree Pege Rvan 
Tomn Bridges I are ) ies 
Vi ’ We ni Clvde |I more 
Dian: We at ene a ee ravis Shel\tor 
Truliers Olin Howlin 
Ma Flanagan Emma Dunn 

r Step | he ’ } Spitalny wnd 
his We f } " -( Orchestra 

with Eve ' He re \ Y 

Well conceived and _ excellentiy 
executed filmusical that carries all 

gredients necessary for wide audi- 
ence entertainment 


It marks the film 
ance of Phil Spitalny and 
‘Hour of Charm’ ali-giz] 
Picture also includes singing 
Janes, Jane Frazee, 
comedic antics of 
O'Connor and Peggy Ryan to maxi- 
mum advantage. Picture is a sleeper 
that has a chance to surprise at the 
turnstiles. Story is a timely frame- 
work on which to introduce Spital- 
ny’s femme musical aggregation in 
logical fashion, and has more sub- 
stance than ually the case with 
filmusical yarns. Jone: a war hero 
back home on leave Fed up on re- 
ceptions he slips back to ] former 
theatrical boarding house for rest 
finds Spitalny } 


initial appear- 
his radio 
orchestra 
talents 
Gloria 


Jean and Donald 


us 





now 
orchestra and youn: 
ping up an act with Gloria Jear nd 
Peggy Ryan. also band vocal Jane 
Frazee, who pro ae exe 


mantie interest. Civic officials trace | 


Jones, but } ends figure he’ 
a deserter and attempt to protect 
him until they can nee 
dier to return to the army. but 


snew fr 


Cony 


the »]- 


to attention for future starring pic- 
tures by studio. Spitalny is briefly 
introduced, just so the audience 
knows who he is, and from then on 
he’s in the background to focus at- 
tention on the musical and vocal ac- 
complishments of his girls in addi- 
tion to grouping orchestra on varied 
level platforms for maximum cam- 
era effects on musical numbers. 
Various specialists of Spitalny group 
are provided with opportunities for 
closeups of their musical accom- 
plishments on specific instruments, 
with Evelyn and her violin given 
special prominence. Camera angles 
and special lighting accentuate the 
band staging. Spontaneous com2dy 
is provided by young O'Connor, 
Miss Jean and Miss Ryan trio. 
Displays excellent timing in delivery 
of lines and routines. The Four Step 
Brothers, colored dance team of tep 


ability, are also called on for turn 
that clicks in good style. 
Particularly fine script by Oscar 


Brodney and Dorothy Bennett pro- 
vides logic for proceedings to 
ravel at consistent pace while pro- 
viding for most convenient insertio: 
of the musical numbers and special- 
ties en route. Director Charles La- 
mont deftly handles assignment, wiih 
cameraman George Robinson 
ing in excellent photography 

Walt. 


THE POWERS GIRL 


(WITH SONGS) 


turn- 














Holly wood, Dec 17 
A P C} es R og 
} letior hea i 
\ es ( L) s Dp 
I An ur \ r I 
I Good! ) } \ r 
Z. ic Leod Screenpla EE. E I Moran 
Ha Sega mn \ \ 
| Pierce Ma \ gs Jule Siyne 
K Gannon; « i Corte €tli- 
1 (7eorge Al l n | 
p 16, ’42. | . 93 MINS. 
| Jerry Hendi George Mury 
Ellen Evans Anne 
Kay Evans ; Carole Landis 
Dennis Day eras Dennis D 
Benny Goodman : : Benr Goce nan 
| John Robert Powers... Alan Mowbray 
| Googie Jean Ames 
Naney.... we Mary ‘Treen 
Vandy Vandegrif » ‘ Raphael Storr 
Mrs. Hendrick { n M Kells 
> | Ni Hend cks fiw \ Pd | inean | 
| Edna Lambert Roseanna Murt 
Powers Ame in Be es 
Jayne Hazard Kloise Hart 
Lillian KMggers Pa 1 Mace 
Lind Ste ne t ~ ‘ 
Evelyn F ] ' 
| 
{ Desp te exploit thle title and pos- 
sibilities, combined with inclusion of 
Benny Goodman and orchestra, ‘The 


Powers Girl’ fails to live up to those 


ent, and generally misplaces the top 


potentialities on the boxoffice side. 
| Picture lacks zest and lustre, dis- 
plays an obvious bumpy tale, and is 
|far overfootaged, with plenty of 
| extraneous and unimportant § se- 
| quences. 
Script fails to take advantage of 
bee ye entertainment elements pres- 
{numbers with unnecessary footage. 
| Best illustration is the production 
{number introducing the Powers’ 
| Model beauts, who strut on briefly 
| for individual introductions This | 
| supposed highlight is immediately 
; overshadowed by a swing to dance 
ensemble of boys and girls, with 
Dennis Day on the sideline singing 
a number. Result subdued inter- 
est in the models 

Picture gets away to slow start. 
opening at rural state fair just to 
establish George Murvhy as a can- 
did cameraman and Anne Shirley as 
i local schoolmarm. Yarn then 
witches to the city to pick up Carole 
Landis, who want to be a Powers 
girl, with Murphy assisting while 

! in e with Shirl Story 


un- | 


and orchestra. And vocal numbers 
by Dennis Day provide no more than 
passing lifts to the proceedings. Di- 
found the 





rector Norman McLeod |! 
task of lifting the material impos- 
ble assignment, while Murphy, Day, 
Miss Shirley and Miss indis are 
nder wraps throughout. The eight 
|‘Powers American Beauties’ are lost 
lin the shuffle. Walt. 
| JACARE 
| lense f Mavfa ( s 
‘ n. Featur Frank I 
Dannaldson, Miguel R ky 
Prive ‘ irle E I ! Na I 
it k Bu written momentary th 
| te ‘ si Miklos Rosza ‘reviewed at 
oN. F De 18, ‘42. Running t e, 65 MINS. 


Produced in Brazil, excepting for 


studio scenes introducing Frank 
Buick, this typical ‘bring-’em-back- 
alive’ jungle thriller stacks up 


strongly in the Buck string of wild 
animal sereen epics. In fact, this one 
is markedly better than recent Buck 
pictures. ‘Jacare’ is an exploitation 
picture, with added profit for the ex- 
hibitor depending only on his ingen- 
uity in selling. 

‘Jacare’ has several trim sales 
angles aside from the outright bally 
with animals or stuffed wild beasts. 
One is that Frank Buck appears and 
talks—he does the whole running 
narration. Another might plug the 
struggle between a husky game 
hunter and man-eating Anaconda 
snake, 

Latest Buck jungler is outstanding 
for the smcoth way in which it un- 
folds an intelligent story, minus dull 
spots. Aside from the introductory 
trimmings, the picture is a series of 
adventures and struggles to capture 
denizens of the jungle. In the intro- 
duction, Buck is seen dictating a let- 
ter and telephoning regarding James 
Dannaldson, who is to take his place 
on a Brazilian hunt. From this, he 


continues talking and recites the 
highlights of the junket. 
Production is filled with usual 


hair-breath escapes for the hunters, 
with all of encounters with danger- 
ous beasts appearing on the up and 
up. The attack of the 28-foot long 
Anaconda in which Dannaldson seems 
about to be crushed to death, is 
standout. Recital builds suspense as 
to what the ‘Jacare’ really with 
climax sharply pointed up as a whole 
river-bank filled with them are re- 
vealed. - Struggle to capture these 
reptiles, which look like a cross be- 
tween a python and giant crocodiles, 
without killing them, is unsuccessful 
when Dannaldson is spilled into the 
water and has to slash one in order 
to escape with his own skin. Per 
usual there are the odd-looking mon- 
keys and other queer sort of jungle 
creatures. 

Charles E. Ford, former Universal 


is, 


newsreel editor, is credited on the 
film with directing. Ford since has 
died on the Coast after returning 


from the trip. Production is a credit 
to his skill and maintaining maxi- 
mum interest. Buck employs his fa- 
miliar clipped phrases in narrating 
the whole picture, and is okay in his 











brief initial appearance. Camera 
work, not credited, is remarkably 
fine. 

| While neither Dannaldson or Mi- 
;guel Rojinsky, latter apparently a 
|} veteran hunter of Brazil, speak in 
| the film, both loom as natural-born 


actors. Crisp comment- 
is from the pen of Thomas 
Original music of Miklos Rosza 
| accentuate the action throuchout 
Wear. 


ment screen 


non 


| 
| — 
| 


'Londeon Blackout 





} of Georgre 
}ductieor ke; ires John Abbott \b 
Lear an Lievd Corrigan Dit ed 
Shermayr screenplay by Curt Siodmak: edi- 
tor (harles Craft camera, Jack Marta 
musical director, Morton Scott Previewed 
in N ¥ Dec. 18, °42 Running time 
58 MINS, 
Jack Rawlings... a ee Tohr Abbott 
Mit rT ¢ eecececece cas MMPS \icLeod 
Inspecte Harris eeanes Lloyd Corrigan 
Maciise r oceees -LsOntel Matthews 
i ee ee = Anita Bolster 
STOY BORER: . occccece Louis Horell 
| } d W | Billy Bevan 
' eee Lumsder Hare 
‘ i i “ 
George ( H 
t ‘ 5 
I = n n 
| eugeeiniined 
| Republic gives a new twist to the 
|old theme that Scotland Yard al- 
Vays naijs its man, and gives it a 
juumely title in ‘London Blackout 
| Murders.’ The result is a short, low- 


budget picture which will give bal- 
}ance to a dual offering, though film 
|has no name pull. This time the 
murderer is really a hero who goes 
around during blackouts killing peo- 
ple whom he has been tipped are 
enemies of Great Britain, though it’s 
|never actually determined that they 
are ‘enemies of England.’ His 


| 

| 

| weapon is a hypo needle concealed 
}in a smoking pipe. 

| Final shots show the murderer— 
| hero on trial in the basement of a 
| London court being bombed at the 
| time He is sentenced to death 
for the murder of his wife after | 
World War I, a crime that had in- 
|advertently been discovered. For 
|the most part it’s the story of a 


psychopathic with a murder complex. 
| John Abbott, playing a former sur- 
;geon who had murdered wife, 
| gives the picture most of its interest. 
McLeod ] lost 
) nts in a bombing raid and 


hop 


his 


Mary the girl who 
pot pare 


i eted abt « ne 


Len- | 


Murders | 
a} n pro- | 


Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 


(Compiled by Besa Short) 





‘Q Men’ (RKO, 8 mins.). 
Sportscope. 4 
‘Ding Dong Daddy’ (WB, 8'2 


mins.). Cartoon comedy. 

‘What Kind of a Job Can I 
Find in Navy No, 2’ (Navy, 3 
mins.). Recruiting subject. 


‘Kind of Job in Navy No. 3’ 
| (Navy, 3 mins.). Third in navy 
recruiting series. 

‘Boogie Woogie Sioux’ (U, 7 


| mins.), Color cartoon comedy. 
‘Wings for the Fledglings’ (Col, 
| 10 mins.). Victory short on avia- 
tion cadet training. 

‘Pretty Dolly’ (RKO, 18 mins.). 
Leon Errol comedy. 

‘Unusual Occupations’ (Par, 11 
mins.). No. 2 in new series, in- 
cluding circus talent scout. 

‘Enric Madriguera’ (RKO), 9 
mins.). Band short. 

‘Jasper and the Choo Choo’ 
(Par, 7'2 mins.). Puppet-tune 
novelty. 











tor with a sly sense of humor, gives 
a smooth performance. 

While the yarn is mediocre and 
preposterous it has an element of in- 
terest. There is nothing standout in 
story, direction or photography. 


Little Joe, Wrangler 


Universal's hard-riding’, fast-shoot- 
in’, bare-knuckled saga of the sup- 
pression of outlawry in the gold min- 
ing country is a better-than-average 
western which should do plenty okay 
in the duals. It wastes no footage 
as it gets down to the business of 
unravelling dirty work at the smelt- 
er and is paced by slick performance 
of Johnny Mack Brown, Tex Ritter 
land Fuzzy Knight. 

Ritter, 
er as sheriff because of failure to 
stamp out banditry, stakes his future 
in belief that stranger Brown, nabbed 
in ore robbery-murder 
innocent. How they team up to 
track down real culprits makes for 
actionful saddle drama. Wild, fistic 
fray in climax carries terrific wallop. 

Comedy sequences by Knight, as 
deputy sheriff and inventor of cow- 
hide cactus protector and other con- 
traptions, are liberally interspersed 
and provide many of film’s top mo- 








|ments. Harmonizing by the Jimmy 

| Wakely Trio also on the credit side, 

|along with Jennifer Holt’s perform- 

| ance. Rose 

- 

| 

| PRIDE OF THE ARM 

Monogram release of George W Weel 

I k'¢ « I ‘ 1 ¢ Aad ‘ 

I s, | Page, Kk Lit r 

1 Ace Wonde Dog Direct by R 

} lout - ‘ nda lofin Vi 

| ‘ Roy ‘ t photog phy Robert 

pCi At Ne \ J h € ae dual, 

| Dee I v Running mie 65 MINS, 

| Billy aan Billy Lee 

| bree Divcveccovdscuser Ad on Richards | 
loan a 600 6066506 648088 .. Kay Linaker 
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Datie ss kk bebebd.ceeeee Herbert Rawlinson 
CONC]. ccccesscece Rrvant Washburn 
onet verre; eTr rs easel John RBerkes 
Pal ‘ ‘ Ace 


What might have rated as a top 


educational short on the subject of 
putting military dogs through the 


paces in teaching them to track down 
and disarm the enemy, and to act as 
|guards in defense plants, has been 
{embellished into a full-length fea- 
|}ture by Monogram with somewhat 
| doubtful results. "Pride of the Army’ 
| ¢ entially is intended to glorify the 
canine soldier and his contribution 
to the war effort. As such it unreels 
some footage that’s not only refresh- 
ingly new but offers thrills, too. This 
unusual angle of film is nullified, 
| however, by the yarn woven around 
}it, and what emerges is a more or 
}less standard entry in the program- 
mer class which will get by on the 
duals. 

Film, incidentally, was inspired by 


the recruiting and training of an 
eventual force of 50.000 dogs by 
Dogs for Defense, Inc., and the 


Quartermaster General of the U. S. 
Army. 

Story is built around moppet Billy 
Lee. who gives his pet Alsatian shep- 
herd to the Dogs for Defense organ- 
ization, to act as a guard against 
saboteurs. The canine is assigned to 





the same defense plant where the | 
boy’s hard-drinking, shell-shocked 
father is working in a new job a 


|night watchman. Latter, regenerated 
| through pride in responsible martime 
| job, sacrifices his life in joining with 
| the dog to frustrate an attempt to 
blow up the plant. 

illy Lee delivers good perform- 


shocked marine of World 
1 Kay Linaker and 


ter | ( Ipp! nf 


War 


Bradle 
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(SONGS) 

Universal release of Oliver Drake produce 
tion. Features Johnny Mack trown, ‘tex 
Ritter, Fuzzy Knight and Jimmy Wakely 
Trio. Directed by Lewis D. Dollins. Story, 
Sherman Lowe; photography, William Sick- 
ner, At New York theatre, N. Y.. dual, 
Dec. 16, ‘42 Running time, 61 MENS, 
Neal Wallace Johnny Mack Brown 
Pee BECO WOOL... 6.590 60400500800 8s Tex Ritter 
Attie Joe Smith. .cccvcessess Fuzzy Knight | 
Janet Hamimiond...... aes Jennifer Holt 
Mary Hrewster...eee eeee Florine McKinney 
Lloyd Chapin. ..ccee cooeces. cames Craven 
rravis 644 ee nesons eccecece tial Taliaferro 
P| ft. Pee eee re ...Glenn Strange 

The Jimmy Wakely Trio 


discredited and facing oust- | 


frameup, ts | 


while Addison Richards. as the | 


Historia de Crimenes 


(‘Tale of Crimes’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 10 

Lumiton production and release: features 
Narciso Ibanez Menta, Zully Moreno, Nury 
Mentse, Osvaldo Miranda, Sev P fe 
dez, Alfredo Jordan, M a K 0, 
Bernardo Perrone, Amelia Ber ha 
Cobo and Elvira Remet Stery ul: n 
and direction by Manuel Romero. Camerg 
Alfredo Traverso, Reviewed at the Monue 
mental, Buenos Aires Running me, 


94 MINS, 

This is one of the first cops-and- 
robbers to come from local studio 
this season and some of the angles 
are slanted to catch recent headlines 
on local scandals. However, it isn’t 
quite up to the grade that director 
Manuel Romero has established in 
the past, and it’s evident that having 
done the writing and adapting him- 
self, he’s bitten off a little more than 
he could chew. 

Story deals with confessions of a 
banker who fell for a chorus girl and 
started on the merry-go-round for 
her. He kills his housekeeper, the 
niece of his fiancee, whose fortune he 
had embezzled, and is plotting the 
murder of a niece and of his sweetie 
when an old employee with a grudge 
against him discovers the crimes and 
hands him over to the cops. Al- 
though the plot is artificial in many 
ways, it’s been fairly well told, with 
slow tempo aiding the development 
of suspense. 

Narciso Ibanez Menta, the ‘Lon 
Chaney of Latin films,’ is outstande 
ing and beats his previous interpre- 
tation of a similar role in ‘Una Luz 
en la Ventana’ (A Light in the 
Window’). Severo Fernandez gets 
plenty of laughs as the old employee, 
and Nury Montse and Zully Moreno 
are good. 

Dialog is somewhat over-burdened, 
but better than average. Photography 
o.k. Ray. 














Benny Thinks 


Continued from page 2 ——— 





| Benny, ‘and that is the failure of 


isome of the top names to realize 
ithe tremendous import of getting 
to 
| them laugh. Of course, a lot of them 


| But 


|out the soldiers and making 


cannot do it for various reasons 


jthere are others who can.’ 

Wants Overseas OK 

Benny said he was anxious to go 
|abroad to entertain our AEFs as soon 
as possible and hoped that transpor- 
|tation snags could straightened 
out by Washington so that he could 
j}be on his way soon after Christmas. 
| When and if he goes, he'll make the 
trip alone, with the remainder of his 
radio troupe carrying on from vairi- 
ous U.S. army camps and navy and 


be 


| 
} 


| marine bases with a_ guest star 
|pinch-hitting. For instance, Fred 
| . 

| Allen would take over one of the 


Sunday night spots, Eddie Cantor an- 
| other, etc. 

Original plans of shortwaving 
| Benny for five minutes to coun- 
iry for a tieup with the remainder 
|of his troupe have been discarded, 


this 


the comedian said, due to the inabil- 
ity to determine just where he'll be 
sent and what facilities will be avail- 
able. 

idea of 


Benny has also nixed the 
}sending over f 


cast here. 


recordings for broad- 
‘If you can’t have fresh material, 
|it’s no good,’ he added, pointing out 
|his best scripts were turned out 24 
|hours before going on the air. 
| Benny said he’ll be assigned to a 
|show unit abroad, with BBC hiring 
the scripter. Lieut. Howard 
baum, stationed in England at Gene 
eral Eisenhower's 
would produce. 
He’ll probably be gone about four 
weeks, and when he returns 
to this country will resume his tour 
|of the camps. ‘Hollywood’s out for 
the of the season,’ Benny said. 
‘There’s nothing to take me_ back 


Nuss- 


headquarters, 


c 
jor five 


rest 


|\for a while and the important job 
| ahead lies in the camps and navy 
| bases.’ 

|} Last Sunday (20) the Benny 
troupe broadcast from Fort Devens, 
Worcester, Mass., with Abe Lyman 


and his orch filling the music spot. 
Monday night (21) they did a show 
at the Navy sub base in Portsmouth, 
N. H., and last night at Camp Ed- 
wards, near Bedford, Mass. 


| The Dec. 27 _ broadcast will 
| originate from the Vanderbilt the- 
jatre, N. Y., before a soldier house, 
|with future shows still undecided 


|and hinging on word from Washing- 
ton regarding Benny’s jaunt abroad. 

3enny said that while New 
York he was ‘looking around’ for a 
good play that he could make into a 
picture later. If he can find it, he 
said, he’d produce it himself and star 


in 


in it. ‘It'll probably be pretty tough 
' . , , 
|finding such a play, however,’ he 
aaded. 


| ‘What about the $25,000 
ing?’ Benny was asked. 


‘Oh. about t 


lary ceil- 


lat I ed You 
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Chi Of: ‘Rockies’-Vaude 346, 2d, 
To Lead Town, Underground’ Plus 
Stage Show 186, ‘Navy Dualed 156 





Chicago, Dec. 22. 


All houses are down due to com- | 


bination of Christ) 1as shopping, cold 
weather and drastic cut in out-of- 
town visitors. Matinee business is 
holding up fairly well, but night 
business is way off. . 

Chicago theatre is holding ‘Spring- 
time in Rockies’ for second week 
with a change in stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Tish’ (M-G) and ‘Cairo’ (M-G) 
(2d week). Poor $3,600. Last week 
fair $4,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th) (2nd 
week) and Christmas presentation 
show on stage. Headed for 
$34,000. Last week Dick J gen 
hand and first week of ‘Rockies’ hit 


big $40,000. 
‘ae (B&K) (900; 


75)—Major and Minor’ 


good 


(Par) and 


‘Henry Aldrich, Editor’ (Par) (2nd | 
week), Fair $4,800. Last week mild | 


,500. 
ay + (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) — ‘Secrets of Underground’ 
(Rep) and Chuck Foster’s orch and 
Filla Fitzgerald on stage. Fair $18,- 


000. Last week $19,500 with ‘Un- | 


derground Agent’ (Co!) and Eari 
Carroll's Vanities on stage. 

Palace (RKO) 
—Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and 
‘Other Woman’ (RKO). Good §$15,- 
000. Last week ‘Nightmare’ (U) and 
‘It Comes Up Love’ (U) fair $11,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Gentleman Jim’ (WB) (3rd 


week). Nifty $12,000. Last week 
stout $16,000. 

Salt-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) (6th! 
week). Nice $13,800. Last week 


trim $14,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35-45- 
(3-75)—"White Cargo’ (M-G) (4th 
week). In last week. Pleasant $11,- 
000. Last week, good $13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 33-44- 
65-75)— ‘Hidden Hand’ (WB) and 
‘Death Doctor’ (Mono). Okay $6,700. 
Last week ‘You Can't Escape For- 
ever’ (WB) and ‘Secret Enemies’ 
(WB) nice $6,300. 


DETROIT OKAY: 
PALM BEACH 
GOOD 206 


Detroit, Dec 
Final Christmas shopping week is 
dipping into grosses here, but there 
{1s no complaining, with the box- 
Oilices ciicking up what once were 
big grosses before the war boosted 
them to the recent inflated levels. 
‘ The Michigan, with ‘Palm Beach 
story and ‘Street 
aimed at high level, with ‘Between 
Us Girls’ and ‘Sin Town’ at the Fox 


99 


Jurgens | 


35-55-65- | 


(2,500; 33-44-66-75) | 





! 
|}and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) (2d wk). 
| Not holding up as well in extension, 
with only $9,500 following first 
week's fine $17,000. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
| (2.000; 50-65)—Yank at Eton’ (M-G) 
land ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G). Big 
;S14.000 sighted. Last week, ‘Seven 
| Sweethearts’ (M-G) and _ $ ‘Cairo’ 
(M-G), dull $12,000. 





/ 6 


‘‘Escape’- Fortress’ 
| Stout $13,000, Prov.; 
| ‘Margaret’ S#-so 116 


Providence, Dec. 22. 
' Christmas week is off slightly but 
much as in former gas- 
| abundant days. RKO Albee’s hold- 
over of ‘Seven Days Leave’ is bright, 
while Majestic’s ‘You Can’t Escape 
Forever’ leads the list among the 
new entries. 
Estimates For This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO) and ‘Fal- 








, not as 


con's Brother’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Snappy $7.000. Last week grand 
$10.000. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-40- 
1/50) — ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and 
‘Boogie Man Get You’ (Col) (2d 
run). Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Wash- 
ington Slept Here’ (WB) and ‘Hid- 
den Hand’ (WB) (2d run), nice $3,- 
500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 39-50)—‘Gen- 
tleman Jim’ (WB) (2d run) and 
vaude on stage. Stepping along all 
right for so-so $6,500. Last week, 
|*‘Half Way to Shanghai’ (U) and 
| vaude, nice $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) 
‘Can't Escape Forever’ 
‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). No com- 
plaints here at nifty $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB), wow 
$16,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40- 
50) ‘Neath Brooklyn Bridge’ 
(Mono) and Jimmie Lunceford orch. 
Three-day week end run brought in 
fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Aunt Emma,’ 
(Mono) plus Charlie Barnet, fair 
$3.000 in three days. 

Playhouse (Indie) (2,200; 30-40-50) 
—Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Agents 
Meet Queen’ (Col) (2d run). Switch- 
over from Strand for second week 
not proving so hot. Mediocre $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) 
and ‘Spirit Stanford’ (Col) (third 
downtown wk}, great $9,000. 


(3,200: 30-40-50)— 


(2,000; 30-40-50)— 
(WB) and 








State (Loew's) 
Journey for Margaret’ (M-G) and 
Silver Queen’ (UA) Doing ave- 
rage biz at expected $11,000. Last} 
veek, ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and 


‘Boogie Man Get You’ (Col), nifty | 


$17,000 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Street of Chance’ (Par) and ‘Traitor 


Withiz (Par) Swell $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Agents 
| Meet Queen’ (Col), fair $5,000. 


of Chance,’ is | 


‘Swan’ Sturdy $11,000 


| 





frveloping . ne figure. Also on : 
1€ strong side is the fresh bill of Cit 
‘Yank at Eton’ and "Pacihe Revuen | In Spotty Kansas City 
gis the United Artists. Rest of | Sra dean 
n 00 di Samle th, | 
a Pn, Ri holding up nicely with | Kansas City, Dec 22. 
"T | Christmas shopping and wintry 

Estimates for This Week | weather are er responsible than ; 
iq Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65) mileage rationing for the spoity 
~PFimngtnne im Rotkiss (20th ) (3d [erosses at the deluxers* Tiere this 
Wk) and ‘Sin Town’ (U). Combo| week Day-and-date Esquire, Up- 
erought over from Fox. trim $7,500.| town and Fairway are in the lead 
Last week. ‘Sister Fileen’ (20th) (4th | with ‘Black Swan.’ Tower. with 
WK) and ‘We Are Marines’ (20th)! ‘Halfway to Shanghai’ and Polack 
fair $6,000. ‘ircus on stage, is better than aver- 
co proadway-Capitol (United Detroit) |; age ‘Road to Morocco’ is holding 
<,800; 90-65 )—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) | up nicely in fourth stanza at New- 
and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) (3d wk). | man. while ‘Washington Slept Here’ | 
Bill Switched in after two solid weeks | is okav in its second frame at Or- 
at Michigan sees good $8,500. Last | pheum. Midland is off with ‘Cairo’ 


Wings wont Morocco’ (Par) and 
$8 an on ‘ rk 
chay sone. nan’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 50-65) 
Tore ween Us Girls’ (U) and ‘Sin 
$1800 (U). No complaining, with 
f20 O sighted. Last week, ‘Rockies’ 
: th) (2d wk) and ‘Get Hep to 
a6 ne (U) registered fine $22,000 after 
+ 000 in first week with ‘Stand By. 
€tworks’ (Col) as coupling. 
oaneien (United Detroit) 
Sure Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Army 
coated (RKO) (2d wk). Nicely 
holide to catch juvenile trade on 
;Idays, should add sound $10,000 
‘0 first week's $15,000. 
60 tichigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
and ‘Suen Beach Story’ (Par) 
3 one ee of Chance’ (Par). Good 
Voy indicated, Last week. ‘Now. 
(Par} (aa VW and ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
é a4 Wk) ad | 9 first 
week's fine 904.0007 $17,000 to first 
000: mms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
» 90-05)—'Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 


(1,800: | 





and ‘Silver Queen.’ 

| Estimates for This Week 

| Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; 

| 11-35-50)—Black Swan’ (20th). Big 
' $11,000. Last week, ‘Thunder Birds’ 

| (20th), pleasant $8,500. - 

| Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 11-35-50) 
—Cairo’ (M-G) and ‘Silver Queen 
(UA). Mild $8,000. Last week, or 
USPpl- 


(M-G) and ‘Counter 
onage’ (Col), acceptable $11,000. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
| 35-50)—’Road to Morocco’ (Par) (4th 
| wk). Nice $6,500, adding up to a 
grand total of $35,000 for run. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-35-50) 
| —Washington Slept Here’ (WB) and 
| ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) (2d wk). Tidy $6,- 


| Cargo’ 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 24 
Astor—'For Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G) (10th week?. 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 9) 
Capitol—‘In Which We Serve’ 
(U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct 
Criterion—'Who Done It?’ (U) 
(4th week). . 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 4) 
Globe—‘Jacare’ «‘U) (26). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Hollywood—'‘Casablanca’ (WB) 
(5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 2) 
Music Hall—‘Random Harvest’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 
Paramount—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ S2pt. 7) 
Rialto—‘Quiet, Please, Murder’ 
(20th) (21). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 16) 
Rivoli—‘Arabian Nights’ (U). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Roxy—'The Black Swan’ (20th) 
(23). 

(Reviewed in ‘Varieti’ Oct. 21) 

Strand—‘ Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB) (25). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Week of Jan. 1 

Astor—‘For Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G) (11th week). 

Capitol—‘In Which We Serve’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

Criterion—‘Whistling in Dixie 
(M-G) (30). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 28) 

Globe—‘Jacare’ (U) (2d wk). 

Holly wood—‘Casablanca’ (WB) 
(6th week). 

Music Hall—‘Random Harvest’ 
(M-G) (3d week). 

Paramount — ‘Star 
Rhythm’ (Par) (30). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Roxy—'‘The Black Swan’ (20th) 
(2d week). 

Strand—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB) (2d week). 


25) 


, 


Spangled 








BIRDS’ 116 IN 
SAGGING BUFF 


Buffalo, Dec. 22. 
Shopping for Christmas is socking 
picture theatre business currently, 
but not as severely as usually ex- 
pected for pre-Xmas week. ‘Thunder 
Birds’ is the leader with only a so- 
so total at the Buffalo. ‘Now, Voya- 
ger’ is holding up remarkably well 
on its second session at the 
Lakes after bangup first week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘Undying 
Monster’ (20th). So-so at 
$11,000. Last week. ‘White 
(M-G) and ‘That Other 

(20th), fine $16,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) 
—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and 
Hand’ (WB) (2d g up 
nicely at approximately $9,000 after 
bangup $15,500 on the initial session 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-55)—‘White 


Cargo’ 
Woman’ 
(3,000: 35-55) 
‘Hidden 


wrle ) 
Wit ?. 


Cargo’ (M-G) and That Other 
Woman’ (20th) (2d wk). Scant $5.- 
000 for second stanza downtown, 


coming here from the Buffalo. 
week, ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) and 
‘Live on Danger’ (Par) (3d wk). sat- 
isfactory $7,000 for third session 
downtown. 


Lafayette 35-50) 


(Hayman) (3,200: 2: 
—‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U) and ‘Night 
Monster’ (U). Neat $9,500 in eight 
days. Last week, ‘Counter Espionage’ 
(Col) and ‘Daring Young Man’ (Col), 


oke $6.500 
20th Century (Ind.) (3,000: 35-55) 
‘General Died Dawn’ (Par) and 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) (re-issues). 


Great | 


Random’ Smash 1126 in N. Y. Despite 





sending the thermometer on Sunday 
(20) to the lowest it’s been in eight 
years, with Monday (21) also very 


of fuel oil and gasoline for the 
operation of cars was no help. 


which falls propitiously on Friday 
(25). 





A few will be on holdover for the 
first of the year-end holidays, among 
them ‘Random Harvest’ which the 
Music Hall opened last Thursday 
(17). In spite of the drawbacks, on 
the first week ‘Harvest’ will hit 
$112,000 or over, exceptionally big 
for the week before Xmas or any 
time for that matter. Along with it 
the Hall has its customary annual 
Christmas show in addition to a 
regular presentation unit. 

Paramount is another house that 
will not have a new bill for Xmas 
week. Still playing ‘Road to Morocco’ 
and the Woody Herman band, the 
house had no complaints about pre- 
Xmas shopping, cold, etc. in view 
of the fact it got $41,000 on the 
sixth stanza ended last night (Tues- 
day). The seventh week, first time 
any show will have played the Par 
that long, takes it over Christmas. 

Capitol brought in a one-weeker 
last Thursday (17), ‘Journey For 
Margaret.’ It is doing very badly 








around | 


Unlding un! 
rm.0:01N ul 


and probably will not top $10,000. 
‘In Which We Serve’ will be given 
a special preem tonight (Wednes- 
day) for the benefit of the Overseas 
Press Club, with house scaled from 
$1.65 to $11. 

‘Flying Fortress,’ at the Strand, is 
another that was brought in for 


; just one week to fill the gap before 


Xmas. With Jerry Wald on the stage, 
the outlook is 
rather mild. New layout 
Friday (25) is ‘Yankee Doodle Dan- 
dy’ at pop scales and the Jimmy 
Dorsey band. 

‘Casablanca,’ which remains at the 
run Hollywood for the holidays, is 
currently in its fourth week there 
and holding up okay at an indicated 
$18,500 or thereabouts. 

Roxy today (Wednesday) brings in 
‘Black Swan.’ An opening tomorrow 
morning (Thursday) will be ‘Arabian 
Nights,’ which displaces ‘Palm Beach 
Story’ after two slender weeks of 
playing time at the Rivoli, second 
being less than $13,000. 

Second-run State, weekly-change 
house, currently has ‘Forest Rangers’ 
on the screen. with Guy Kibbee. Lew 


Parker and the Ciro Rimac orches- 
tra in person. The going is very 
sluggish, with no more than about 


$16,000 seen. | 


Estimates For This Week ' 


| 
| 


for about $31,000, | 
opening | 


Sudden cold snap which hit town, 


-Pre-Xmas, Cold; ‘Journey’ Bad 106, 
Flying Fortress -Wald Slow $31,090) 


seven weeks; the sixth concluded last 
night (Tuesday) held up exception- 


|ally well to hit $41,000 while the 
| prior (Sth) semester was slightly 
$47,000. A tremendous profit 





frigid, proved highly unwelcome inj; over 
New York. Coming during Christmas| will be realized on the 49-day en- 
shopping, it’s doing plenty of dam- | gagement. 
age. Coupled with these factors, lack | Spangled Rhythm’ (Par) and Benny 





House brings in ‘Star 


Goodman next Wednesday (30). 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 


The theatres had a good Saturday | Jers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—'Ran- 
(19) but most of them were Off | dom Harvest’ (M-G) and stage show, 


rather sharply on Sunday-Monday, plus annual Xmas spectacle. Upsets 
while also not peppy yesterday | al] pre-Yuletide dope by reaching 
(Tuesday). Numerous new shOws/ for a smash $112,000 on the first 
are being moved in for Christmas| week ending tonight (Wednesday ). 


Holds through both Christmas and 
New Year's. Last week, second for 
‘You Were Never Lovelier’ (Col.), 
$76,000, fair. 
Rialto (Mayer) 
‘Quiet Please, Murder’ (20th). 
Opened here Monday (21) and 
Started out well enough to suggest 
good $9,000 on the week. ‘Cat 
People’ (U) which got strong $10,000 


(594; 28-44-55)— 


| On its first week, went an additional 


nine days to grab another $9,000. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 35-55-75. 
85-99)— ‘Palm Beach Story’ (Par) 
(2d-final wk). Under $13,000 sighted, 
weak, while the initial seven days 
tallied less than $20,000, also very 
disappointing. ‘Arabian Nights’ (U) 
opens tomorrow morning (Thurs- 
day). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—Black Swan’ (20th) and new 
stageshow open here today 
(Wednesday) after two mildly dis- 
appointing weeks with ‘Life Begins 
at 8:30’ (20th), second being $37,000, 


the first $46,200. However, fair 
profit. 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 


99-$1.10)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) 
(2d run) and, on stage, Guy Kibbee, 
Lew Parker and Ciro Rimac or- 
chestra. Very little action here cur- 
rently with only about $16,000, lean, 
being seen. Last week ‘Flying 
Tigers’ (Rep) (2d run) and vaude 
bill headed by Cross & Dunn, $19,- 
000, mild. 

Strand (WB) 
99-$1.10)—‘Flying 
and Jerry Wald orch 
000, rather slow, and will be dis- 
placed Friday (25) with ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ (WB), which had a 
prior advanced-price roadshow run 
at the Hollywood. Jimmy Dorsey 
band comes in with ‘Dandy’. ‘Gentle- 
man Jim’ (WB) and Glen Gray on 
third week, plus an additional day’s 
run, $22,000, weak. 


(2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
Fortress’ (WB) 
May get $31,- 





Wivss’ Mild 86 


Balto, Morecco 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) | 
‘Me and My Gal’ (M-G) (10th 
wk.). Starts 10th round today (Wed- 


nesday); the ninth dropped to $10,- 
000, mild but over the holidays there 


| should be a pickup. The eighth stan- 


Last | 


Y On iat ted *. . oe — 
Unexciting $7,000 in eight days. Last; 


week, ‘Can’t Escape Forever’ 
and ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB), bullish 
$9,000 or better. 


J. C. Reels; Dull 15G 


For ‘Fortress’ Dual 
City. Dec. 


plus inclement 


Jersey 22. 
Seasonal letdown 
weather has biz on the run. with 
none of the first-runs showing any 
b.o. strength. ‘Navy Comes Through,’ 
at the small-seating State, is the only 
pie on the Square with a 50-50 chance 
to break better than even. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew's (Loew's) (3.205: 35-44-55- 
65-85)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and 
‘Laugh Blues Away’ (Col) (2d wk) 
Dipping to a new low for the year 


and will be lucky to hit $7,000. Last 


(WB) | 


za was $12,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Journey For Margaret’ 
(M-G). Very poor, looking $10,000 
tops. Last week ‘Seven Days Leave’ 
(RKO), $13,000, likewise floppo. ‘In 
Which We Serve’ (UA), opening to- 
night on a special premiere for the 
benefit of Overseas Press Club, be- 
gins its regular run tomorrow morn- 
ing (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75—‘Who. Done I[t.”’ (U) starts fourth- 
final week today (Wednesday) after 
three good money-making weeks al- 
ready played, third being $10,000, 


second $15,000 


| 


35-55-85- | 


|} product. Of new entries, ‘Mrs 


Fine $14,000, 12.0. 


Baltimore, Dec. 22 

Exhi here are marking tine 
prior to the Xmas opening cf major 
Wig2s 
Cabbage Patch’ is at 
Exceptional trade attracted 
by ‘The Road to Morocco,’ in its 
second week at the Stanley, has a 
third stanza already underlined for 


bs 


of the mild 


Keith's 


Christmas week instead of the usual 


Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-85) | 


|'—‘'We Are The Marines’ (20th) (2d-| 
| final wk.). Sliding to lean take of 
| $6 500 on holdover but first was good 
| at $10,000. ‘Jacare’ UA) comes in 
| Saturday (26). 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 65-75-| 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Casablanca’ (WB) (4th 


trong entry almed at holiday 


Estimates for This Week 


trade 
Ace, 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 17- 
28 -35-44-55)—‘White Cargo (M-G) 
(2d wk) Holding up nicely at 
$12,000 after solid opening sesh to 
$16,700 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-28-38-44-55-66 )—‘Seven Miles Al- 
eatraz’ (RKO) plu Hal MclIniyre 
orch, others, on stage. Drawing some 
response at $14,000. Last week, ‘Fal- 
con’s Brother’ (RKO) and vaude, 
sluggish $14,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 17- 
28-35-44-55) — ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par), 
Rather uneventful $8,000. Last week, 
|‘Nightmare’ (U) was sold strongly 
but mild at $8,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-50)—‘Sin 


| wk.). Looks about $18,500, entirely 
| satisfactory for the week before 
(Christmas. Prior (3d) stanza hit 
$22,000, strong. Remains through 
New Year's. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- | 


week, snappy $15,000. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500; 35-44-55-65- 
85)—‘Flving Fortress’ (WB) and 


| 500 after good $9,000 initial session. ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) (reissue). Skid- 
| Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.110: 11-35- | ding to dul $15,000, Last week. ‘For- 
50 ‘Halfway to Shanghai’ (U) with} est Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Nightmare’ 
P yla *k circus on stage Healthv $8.- | (U  ¢ kav $16,000 
500. Last week, ‘That Other Woman State (Skour: 2.200 +4 6 
(20t ith Ann Corio and Cecelia | 85 ‘Navy Con T " (RKO) 
‘ Park yn stage, satisfactory $9,000. ! and ‘Other Woman’ (RKO). Lea 


65-75)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Great Gildersleeve’ (RKO) 
(Ist run), dualed. 
get about $9,000, fair enough, 
as done last week by ‘Navy Comes 
Through’ (RKO) and ‘You Can’t Es- 
cape Forever’ (WB), both 2d run. 
Paramount (Par 


| Town’ (U) 


This twin bill will | 
same 


)(3,664; 35-55-85- | 


99-$1.10)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) | 
and Woody Herman, plus Hazel 
Scott, other acts (7th-final wk.). Sets | 


up a record length of run by going 





rds average $11,000, but may go 
Last week, ‘Siste Eileen’ 
i ‘Boogie Man Get Yo 


2d wk), pretty good $9,000. 


fat $14,000 afte: 


Drawing a masculine ree 


sponse but thin $4,500. Last week, 
‘Priorities Parade’ (Par). $5,200 
New (Mechanic) (1,680: 17-28-40- 


55)—‘Springtime Rockies’ (20th) (2d 


wk). Holding all right to $4.000 after 
totaling ‘strong $13,600 for previous 
brace 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-38-40- 


55)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) (8d 
wk). Maintaining extra-strong pace 
going above prev 
ously estimated first round to smash 


l«- 


| $22,200. 


Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,45 17- 
28-44-55} "NWN OTFt! est Rang 
M-G) Sa $500. Last 1 2k \le 
M Gal’ (M-G mo ve from 
irs Cent ykay $5,700 

















PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, December 23, 1942 





‘Who Done It?’, 216, ‘Lovelier’ 17146, | 
Resist Biz Blitz in Slow Philly... .. seuss 





Fair $5,000 following hefty $8,500 last 


usual pre-Chrisima i 
litzing biz along the Film Rialto this 


Abbott-Costello’s 


|‘American Empire’ 


Estimates For This 
75)—’Between Us Girls’ 
‘Silver Queen’ 


| (UA) (2d wk), 
St. Denis (F rance- Fil m) 


‘LIFE BEGINS’ OKE AT 
$8,000 IN DULL OMAHA 


35-46-57-68-75 } 


Tony Pastor orch plus variety show. 
week ‘Seven | 


major pe ntown bill 
the Orpheum’s i i 
(2,425; 35-46-57-68-75 + ‘ 
ry sie | passable, pre-Xmas dip hurting. 
good $18,500 plus 
for special showing at Earle Sunday. | 
‘Thunderbirds’ 


mediocre $14.500. Estimates for This Week 


| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 
— ‘Gentleman | 35-50 )—"Life 
Unspectacular 


second feature, 


fairish $6,900. 


‘DONE IT’ LEADS IN 
PORT., SMASH $15,000 


‘Glass Key’ Fair $7,500 
Best in Slow aan 


Estimates for T 





Estimates for 


a 


“Lovelier’ Mont’l Ace 
With Rousing $9,500 © 


The Field to Himself 


Estimates for 
Palace (CT) (2,700: 3 


r crack €9,000 last referendum election. 


‘Rangers’ ‘Aldrich’ 
Leads St. L. at 126 


fodder as a as customers, and 
ses are away down currently as 


natives are indulging in a wild | 


Christmas shopping spree to the neg- 


lect of everything else Fox, with | 
The Forest Rangers’ and ‘Heniy | 


Aldrich, Editor.’ will lead the town 
with a $12.000 take. At Loew's down- 
town, ‘White Cargo’ is the 16th h.o. 
since Jan. 1 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew's (Loew) (3.172; 30-40-50)— | 
‘White Cargo’ (MG) and ‘About! 


Face’ (UA). Should add another 


$11,000 to $18.500, good, copped dur | That Other Woman 


ine the first stanza, 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 


Le A 
- : — ; 5 
50)—Black Swan’ (20th) and ‘Des- | ! 
n’ (U) (2d wk). No} 


tination Unknov 
better tha n average $8.500 for second 
week: $12,500. good, for first session. 
Fox Fe M) +¢5.000; 30-40-50) 
‘Forest Rangers’ (Pur) and ‘Henry 





1 Aldrich, Editor’ (Par). $12,000, aver- 
lace. Last week, ‘Glass Key’ (Par) 
and ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par). 
S: ed at windup and garnered $10,- 


OVUU, Tair. 
Misscuri (F&M) (3.570: 30-40-50) 


‘Ice-Capades Revue’ (Rep) and | 


‘Now, Vovazer’ (WB). Neat $7,000 
Last week, ‘Ox-Bow Incident’ (20th) 
1d ‘Now, Vovager’ «WB). Wound 


up with a nice $6.000. 


| St. Louis (F&M) +4.000; 30-40)— | 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th) and | | 


‘Major and Minor’ (Par). No better 
than $4,000, below average. Last 
week. ‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) 
and ‘Berlin Corresvnondent’ (20th). 
$3,300, below average 


RANGERS’ GOOD 
$10,000, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 22 

Pre-Christmas ifiuence, gas Yra- 
tioning ana neal lizzards were too 
much of a burden for the theatres 
and biz 1 reflecting the condition 

e this ek. Currently there are 
holdoveys in ty pots , 

Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 17-28) 
Darin: Y« Mar (Col) and 
Blackie G H yvwood’ (Col), In 
f x air $1.500 Last 
eek, ‘B e Ma Ge You’ (Col) 
and Omaha Trail’ (M-G) split with 
‘Stand By Networks’ (Col) and 
‘Pirates Prairies’ (RKO). good §$2.- 

800 in i days 

Century ‘(P-S) (1.600: 30-40-50) 
Springtime Rockies’ (20th) (2d 
vk) Moved here from State, and 
leading for fine $5.000. all consid- 
ered Last week. ‘Road to Moroc- 

Par) id wk). splendid $4,900 
of n vy $27.000 initial fort- 
mak J nash $32,000 for 

G Gopher (P-S) (1.000: 28-30)—‘Al- 
rich Editor’ (Par) Light $1,600 
L t week, ‘Tish’ (M-G), €2.600 

Orpheum (P-S 2.800: 30-40-50) 

He G RKO Poor 

a) Last eek Yank 

\ n _ tit} 

Sti te , 0-40-50 
Forest R e! (Par). S uid reach 
good $10,000. Last week. ‘Springtime 
Rock 2th). very » $12,400 

t ate 
Uptown Pa 6 0-40) Ice 
} t \orhoo 
UKe $2 BI l week 
Now, Vovage WB). leigh 
00a, goo $3.500 

World Par-Steffes) (350: 30-40-50- 
D) FI g Fortress’ (WB) (2d 
vk). L t $1.500 te $2,500 first 

ef 


Newark Brrr, So’s B.0. 
‘Thunder Birds’ S16, 


os = 


( ] ») 
( 
nor ; 
( Ey 
e main 
] {o 
bove ( te mark 
Fact also that products aren't any tco 
trong is another factor in making 
this the worst week burg has had 
all year. 
Best coin-gette) in sight are 


‘Thunder Bird , al Proctor’s ind | 


‘Flying Fortress,’ the Branford entry 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams ‘Adams-Par) (1.950: 25-40- 


65-75-99 \—Powder Town’ (RKO) 
and stage show headed by Bob Allen 
orch and Mitzi Green. Show won 

raves and word-of-mouth was 
good, but house is slumping to weak 
£14,000. Last week, ‘Scattergood 


| Rides High’ (RKO) plus Ina Ray 
Hutton crew. ditto. 

Branford (WB) (2.800: 30-35-60-75- 
90)—'‘Flying Fortress’ (WB) and ‘Be 
hind 8 Ball’ (U). Heading for slow 
£14.800. Last week. "Gentleman Jim’ 
(WB) and ‘Strictly in Groove’ (U) 
. wk). tidv $14.200 

Capitol (WB) +1.200 = 30-35-44- 


I I—'Now, Vovager’ (WB) and ‘Get 
Hep to Love’ ‘U) i coies to grab 
+ $2,000. dismal. Last week. ‘Yank at | 








and ‘Orchestra Wives’ 


(Adams-Par) 


35-45-55-60-75 )—‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) 


| Pacing to alright $12,000 after potent | 
$16,500 in opening stanza. 


75-85 )—Thunder 
7 Miles from Alcatraz’ 


around and doesn’t figure for better 


w ham $18, 500. 


Seattle Bucks Naas 
Shopping; ‘Morocco’ 
Sock $24,000, 2 Spots : 


Business is Naturally dipping a bit 
‘Road to Morocco 


setting a ape total of $24,000. play- 
day-and-date 


being registered at the Hal] is a new 
house record. 
Gas rationing is hurting some, 


little early to gauge accurately 
”’ is holding up stoutly in its 


also stacks up nicely at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
_ (Ramasien-Svergreen) 


wk) and "Spr ingtime Roc mle es 


WASH. BIZ DIPS BUT 
"MARINES" BiG $7,000 


louizh poured in over the wer 
at the Columbia 


houses were smothered ex- 
ies, | for okay $6,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 2 
—Journey for Margaret’ 


t to good $18,000 


Witch’ Nice $29,800, Two Spots In 
Slow Hub; ‘7 Days Leave’ Okay 226 


Boston, Dec. 2? 

Christmas week and cold wave are 
making inroads at all film spots. The 
ABC gas card freeze also is keeping 
the grosses down on what would 
generally be fairly potent bills. ‘I 
Married a Witch’ and ‘Seven Sweet- 
hearts’ are showing their heels to 


1} the town at the two Loew spots for 
ja staunch $29,800. ‘Seven Days 


Leave’ and ‘That Other Woman’ also 
is strong at the Memorial, 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-55-65-75- 
85)—'Cat People’ (20th) plus Frankie 
Masters orch, others, on stage. A thin 
draw even figuring six-day run at 
only $18,000. Last week, ‘Sin Town’ 
(U) with Bob Crosby orch, others, on 
stage, nice $22.000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 30-40-60 )— 
‘Silver Queen’ (UA) and ‘Girl Trou- 
ble’ (20th). Way off average here at 
$4.000. Last week, ‘Road Morocco’ 
(Par) and ‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par), 
$5.300 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 44-55-65- 
75)—‘Seven Days Leave’ linkoy go 

That Other Woman’ (20th). Passably 
cood $22,000 for 9 days, considering 
ceneral level. Last week, ‘Who Done 
Ir?’ «U) (8d wk) and ‘Scattergood 
Survives Murder’ (RKO) (lst wk), 


| oke $11,000. 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
54-65-75 )—Now, Voyager’ (WB) and 
‘Secret Enemies’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Wasted away on second frame _ to 
mild $16,500. Last week, fine $22,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 44-55-65- 
75’)—'Married Witch’ (UA) = and 


''Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G). The 


strongest bill in town, respectable 
$17.000 Last week, ‘Cairo’ (M-G) 
and ‘Tish’ (M-G), same. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,300; 33-44-60) 
‘Silver Queen’ (UA) and ‘Girl 
Trouble’ (20th). Wasting away to 
meagre $10.300 Last week, ‘Road 
Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich, Editor’ 
} » $12.800 


State (Loew) (3,290: 44-65-75)— 
‘M: ried W tch’ (UA) ana Seven 
Days Leave’ (M-G). Below average 

ere at $12,800. but good under cir- 

tance Last week. ‘Cairo’ (M- 
G) and ‘Tish’ (M-G), $14,000 

Translux (¢Translux) (900; 17-28- 
$44-55)—'This Is the Enemy’ Art- 

no) and ‘Captain Fury (UA) 
Titles are running take up to $6,500, 
very big Last veek, ‘Destination 
Unknown’ (U) and ‘Secret Under- 


eround’ ¢Re p), $5.000. 


‘Morocco’ Dualed In 
B’klyn, Smash $24,000 


Brooklyn, Dec. 22 
Despite pre-Christmas shopping 
downtown deluxers are managing to 
get some biz, especially Fabian Pat 
mount displaying ‘Road to Morocco’ 
and ‘Henry Aidrich, Editor.’ Runner- 
up is RKO Albee with ‘Once Upon 


H eymoot and ‘Time to Kill.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO (3,274 30-50-65) 
Once Upon Honeymoon’ (RKO) and 
Time to Kill’ (20th) Heading for 


attractive $18,000. Last week, ‘Navy 
Comes Through’ (RKO) and ‘Strictly 


n Groove (U), okay $17.000 
Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 30-50-65) 
‘Sister Eileen’ (Col), and ‘Counter 
Espionage’ (Col) (3d' wk). Holding 
ip fairly well and looks for $12.000 


at b.o. Last week, strong $16,900 
Met (Loew’s) (3,618: 30-50-65)— 

‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Apache 

Trail’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fair at $12,- 


000. Last week. nifty $20.000 
Majestic (Siritsky) (1,850; 25-50)— 
‘In Rear of Enemy’ (Arkino) and 
City of Silent Men’ (PRC Placid 
Last week, ‘Living Ghost 
at Gawa % ‘ 
Paramount } 4 12 
\ Ed 
et S?°4 O00 
: WB ‘ 
) Y ‘ M ( » (2d 
Cas; $12. 000 
Strand (WB) (2.950: 30-50-65 
Flying Fortress’ (WB and ‘You 
Can't Escape Forever’ (WB). Fine 
$11.000 in view. Last week, ‘Flyins 


Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Street of Chance 
(Par) (3d wk), satisfactory $5,000. 
day slump with rousing $7,000. Last 
week. ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G), dandy 
$6.000 

Earle (WB) (2.216: 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Looks like nifty $15,000 after wallop- 
ing $21,000 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 40-50-65)— 
‘Pittsburgh’ (U). In for nine days 
and so-so $9,500. Last week, ‘Seven 
Days Leave,’ held over for five days 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 28-44) 


| —'Gentleman Jim’ (WB). Looks /ike 


fair $5,000 after two weeks at Earle. 
Last week, ‘Sister Eileen’ (Col) (2d 
wk. nice $5,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— 
‘Springtime Rockies’ (20th). Nifty 
$18,000, and holds. Last week, ‘Ma- 
jor Minor’ (Par) (2d wk) Smart 


‘i- | $16,000 after opener of $23,000. 





ee | 
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W ednesday. December 23, 1942 VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 11 


° . > sree + Rennes, Seseee (20th) got satistac-| . ‘ ° p 
Frisco Still OK; ‘Voyager, ‘Birds 2.20. om. Slump Bops L.A. Biz But ‘Witch’ OK 


23,000 Each, Morocco’ Fine 186, 2d i202: $31,700 in 3 Spots, Morocco’ 2014, 


than a year. Last week, ‘Navy 
oa ead > Comes Through’ (RKO) plus George 


: : White Longe ——4 ary ey’ one-y 4 h Wk: F ' Thi BG T | d 
aaa ke City en ee SS (2.000; oo) ae | t 9 ortress In 3 rip e 











Pre-XAmas Krosses here are steady, | Shifted here from Penn Meagre 











riding the Warfield screen, are clock- 


ing $23,000 apiece N.Y.) ‘Wash. Slept’ Lively Estimated Total Gross 








with fine biz for most new entries a : $3.000. Last week, ‘Me My Gal = + — 
and holdovers. ‘Thunder Birds’ at a rege Total Gress (M-G) got only six and a half days I A ] D 29 
" ¢ This Week $1.756,400 with resulting $6,000, not so bad os Angeles, Dec. 22. 
re ’ t and ‘Now, Vovager., 08 400, l esi ng , ’ ‘ Ve B d G re-Chr m: | . , 
the Paramount a 746 (Based on 25 cities. 178 thea- sibs eiaainibaiiceded roa way rosses | _ Pre-Christmas slump is playing no 
tres, chiefly first rune, including ete aioe as, See ee 


| Matinees are showing some in prove- 
ment because schools are out for the 














Estimates for This — Total Gross Same Week P : This Week $222,000 | holidays but the night trade is way 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 50-65 )— Road 6 i Perr $1,350,400 $7 000 in Dull L ville (Based on 13 theatres) off. the gas rationing having some- 
to Merecco (Par) and Wildcat (Par) (Based on 25 cities, 168 theatres) ’ : Total Gross Same Week | thing to do with dwindling grosses, 
Ss ht f Boag — fo wee — | eee Last Year . ... +. $286,000 en ioe are hlgging to hold up 
p20,.000, te , af | — ~~ 29 (fhase ) | to recent high levels 
? aay as a (RKO) and Pitt Bi Hi B n | Mary hidimatae — ‘Gaerne eteieenodsst estes |} ‘Road to Morocco’ is doing com- 
75)—'Army Surgeon’ (RKO) and l IZ its ottom; | Washington Slept Here’ looks like! ™ | paratively wel! in its fourth week 


Ada Leonard orch, others, on stage. at the two Paramount theatres with 


MBs =. ‘ ? | the ly tstanding picture in town, | ¢7Pe ’ . . } ; 
Headed for an okay $20,000. Last Fortress -Les Brown | and “ee is likely. ‘Seiencetan | Tigers High $17,000 $20,500 and remains until Christmas 


week, ‘Falcon’s Brother’ (RKO) plus product on the main stem is under night. Others slipped far off normal 


Freddie Slack 2. Jane Withers, on 1?! G ‘Ba bi NG 106: 2" as compared with previous pace but still slightly ahead here 
stage, $27,900, bangup. aN; mobi IN.u. weeks. Horror combo of ‘Mummy's 


In Two Denver Spots; compared with this time last year. 


Estimates for This Week 





Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- ae ae Tomb’ and ‘Night Monster’ at the ‘ ’ 
$6)-~ Who Done Ra ar caret Pe | Strand is gathering real coin. — Cargo Sweet $15,000 Pee Aaa: ne a —" 
Impersonation ¢ wk). ola- 5 gn, "C. Le. eral pace is up to expectations tor -99-65-85 ) — ‘Bamb! (R » (Bt 
ing up to a fine $13,000 on second sesh It's rock bottom with a capital R! this pre-Xmas week. —— | wk) and ‘We Are Marines’ (20th) 
Last week, ae a aan | this week. Usual pre-Xmas factors | Estimates for This Week 7 Denver, Dec. 22. | A al : my bes " — = 
Paramount (F- (2,470; 50-65) ins a” nae" ad | ‘Ow your renue-Loew’'s ‘White Cargo,’ topping new dual | 2ambd : tn WH? and mrs. 
_emunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘Girl| Plus gas | moratorium and bad| Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew s) ~ | Hadley’ (M-G) (3d wk), okay $2,600 


a ; ' 1, | (1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Black Swan’ (20th) | b'll at Orpheum, is leading city this aa ode 

Trouble’ (20th). Building up to solid weather are held responsible. The. 4 ‘Yanks Are Coming’ (PRC).| week. Could have held over if had | Chinese (Grauman-W¢ ) (2,034; 33- 
$23,000. Last week, hae wee! lows are legion this week. Penn| Medium $2.200. Last week. ‘Thunder | 0t started on a pre-Xmas week. | cad “aiteer tp | Ate (UA) 
(Par) and ‘Tombstone’ (Par) (4thj . ie Winamntel? heed it's ‘ng little | Birds’ (20th) and ‘That Other Wom- | ‘Flying Tigers’ and ‘Youth on Pa- | and ‘Silver ueen’ (UA). Not very 
wk), healthy $11,200. Rees he Dans Sat i oe eu ‘lan’ (20th). $2.000 on moveover from rade.’ first indie double bill ever to | attractive at $9,000. Last week, ‘Life 
The red will be heavy at the Stanley | Rialto, fair. play the Denver, is doing strong | Begins’ (20th) and ‘Marines’ (20th), 





St. Franeis (F-WC) (1,475; 50-65) > ; ” = 
—'Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Night where Les Brown's band is teamed} Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) | business and likewise is fine at the | 7,700. + 
New Orleans’ (Par) (moveover).| with ‘Flying Fortress.’ | —Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Ber- | Esquire. where it’s playing day-date. pewatews AWB) (1.800; 33-44-55- 
Stout $10,000. Last week, ‘Washing- Betimates For This Week | lin Correspondent’ (20th). So-so | ° Estimates for This Week 05-75-85) — Flying Fortress’ (WB). 
ton Slept Here’ (WB) and ‘Busses ; : - esi | $1,800. Last week, ‘Yank at Eton Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 30-40-50-60) | DOims nice $12,000. considering con- 
| Roar’ (WB), meagre $7,700 for sec- Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 30-40-50)—| (M-G) and ‘Across Pacific’ (WB), | Mow. Voyager’ (WB). athed tae | ditions 4 Last ‘ week. ‘Washington 
y ond week of Market St. run. ‘Give Out, Sisters’ (U) and ‘Holmes! medium $1,700. date week at Denver and Esquire. oer gg gala (3d wk), not too 


; e ) , 1) 23 il)| . Loew's State (Loew's) (3,300; 15-| pine  $7.000 ai iia Savor | p0,UUY. ® 
United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) | Secret Weapon’ (U). Fill-in bill | 49 49) — ‘Journey for Margaret’ | fo vetice ccol), che bce Paleo Hawaii (G&S) (1.100: 33-44-55-65- 


11.100. 0 oO ith Eities” (REO) (ath moved here when ‘Black Swan’| (M-G) and ‘Silver Queen’ (UA),| at Denver and Esquire, good $5,000 75-85) — ‘Mummy's Tomb’ (U) and 
wk) Long stretch is bringing this (20th) didn’t hold up enough to rate | Looks like medium $7,500, Last week | Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 30-40-50- ‘Night Monster’ (U) (2d wk). Cou- 
down to $5,300, still good. Last week, | fourth week. Blah $2.200, Last, White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Laugh | ¢9)—<Seyven Days Leave’ (RKO) and Alon Raa ns gap iP BE cg | 


he , ee ; | Blues Away’ (Col) started out at/ «wing. . aaa after 
$8,400, ‘big. " week, ‘Swan’ finished 10-day stretch,! fact clip, but slowed down, alright | aha ll ee hag i" ced $8,200. House owling on weekend. 
ar Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— | winding up three and a half week | $11,000. | weak. “Mle tae Gel (M_G wer) ‘Seat Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
Now, Voyager (WB) and Secret run, to meagre $4,700 | Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; ter sae’ San vi =a Mi ee (RKO ¥ 65-75-85) ‘Fivineg Fortress’ (WB). 
Fnemies (WB). A big hit at $23,000. ae alee a ne | 15-30-40) — ‘Washington Slept Here’ | Heky $3,500 phat ues ’| Fair $9.000. Last week. ‘Washington 
oe week, ‘Me My Gal (M-G) and Harris (Harris) (2,200: 30-40-55)— | (WB). Excellent $7,000 and hold-|* D ‘ he ie ‘krill 1.750: 30-40-50 Slept Here’ (WB) (3d wk), snoozed 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par) (3d wk), | ‘Night to Remember’ (Col). Crix! over is in prospect. Last week, 60 se my Kev’. ote ) gels Pa | to $5,000. 


eoncluded one of most profitable runs 


a film ever had in Frisco with $13,- Maybe $3.500 for | ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB), oke $4,000. | i,4 Crew’ (Par). Fine $9,000. Last | Orpheum (D'town) (2.200: 33-44- 


tore into this one ’ J ; . | ing 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15-|.'° 55-65)—‘Man's World’ (Col) and 


- last ni ‘ a new low at this spot, second new) « 19S on ass ‘ough’ | Week. ‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) (3d wk) | ; . 
wn ter 2s Looe iar fee - a Sere 30-40) a Navy Comes | Through’ | ond ‘Street of Chance’ (Par), great | ‘Other Woman’ (20th) (first runs) 
low in as many months. Last week,| (RKO) and ‘Traitor Within’ (RKO). $10.500 | with Major Bowes revue on stage. 
° ‘ ‘Pittsburgh’ (U), and even break at! Mild $8,000. Last week, ‘Black Swan’; "",.. 7 9595- *¢ sq.e9) | Bowes pull responsible for fairly 
‘ h b ’ (20th) and ‘Yanks Are Coming’ | Deny er (F Ox) (2.060 30-40-50-60 J 4 I j , . 
ig t to emember $7,500. (20th ) ead $11 000 and moveover “Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Youth | 890d $13,000 Last week, ‘In\ isible 
: Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300: 30-40-| Strand Poniwth’ See” ‘seo: on Parade E og and date with a“ pr React ee omc 4 
ee ’ ’ : , g il. é week. | ol), Wil anima act 6 us 
Okay $9,000, Cincy 55) — ‘Bambi’ (RKO). Rave after 15-30-40 _— Mummy Ly Tomb (U) and i ‘ Vouamne , (WB) Pong ' ‘Bu atom stage, $13,000 and profitable. 
cchieciane rave but Disney cartoon will have to fontn o —— , hI ge Roar’ (WB) day and date with Es- Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 33-44-5° * 
‘ ; } l g to § do, . Las ei . e FE OF ONT £ aes? ‘ ) 
‘incinnati 0, § | be satisfied with praise. Won't dO} week. ‘Mrs ogee’ (Ds ‘ - | quire, big $15,000 75-85)—‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) (2 
Cincinnati, Dec. 22. , Mrs., Wigg Par) and Ald Esquire (Fox) (742: 30-40-56-60)— | wk) and ‘Counter Espionage’ (Col) 





) Major houses are marking time till $10,000, grim disappointment. Last) rich, Editor’ (Par), average $3,500 | ‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Youth on| (ist wk). Thin $7,500. Last week, 


Kmas. Heavy snowfall for third suc- | week, ‘Forest Rangers’ (Par), mild Parade’ (Rep), day and date with | ‘Lovelier’ (Col) (1st wk) and ‘Black- 
Goes Hollywood’ (Col), good 





. 
cessive weekend slowed biz in first | $13,000. | A W § | S Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, | ie 
} ; : . 2 several Ritz (WB) (800: 30-40-55) ‘Me rtist age caie et | ‘Now, Veyager’ (WB) and ‘Busses $14,000 
half, dropping general take severa n Meaty — ame ‘ pea Roar’ (WB), day and date with Den- Paramount (F&M) (3.389; 33-44- 
degrees under last week. My Gal’ (M-G) (8d wk). Came here| m on ver, fine $4,500. 55-65-75-85) —‘Road to Morocco’ 
‘Night to Remember’ at the Palace | via Penn-Warner-Ritz route. Will Hollywood, Dec. 22. Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50- | (Par) and ‘Street of Chance’ (Par) 


New wage agreement with major | 69)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Seven | (4th wk). Plenty of wallop left at 
studios was approved at a general | Miles Alcatraz’ (RKO). Strong $15,- | $14.000, following solid $18,000 third 
meeting of the Illustrators Unit of | 000. Last week, ‘Seven Days Leave’ | week. 


and ‘When Johnny Comes Marching | wind up here under sad $2,000. Last 
Home’ at the Albee are even for] week, ‘Now, Voyager’ (WB), also by | 
front money currently. Keith’s has a 








no-dicer in ‘Street of Chance,’ and | “®Y of Penn and Warner, $2,600 | the Screen Set Designers Guild and (RKO) and ‘Wings and Woman’ | Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 

the Lyric is down under with Senator (Harris) (1,700; 30-40-55)|sent to Washington for official (RKO), fine $13,200. ‘ , | (2,204: 33-44-55-65-75-85) ‘Morocco 

twinned ‘Eyes of Underworld’ and /|—Laugh Blues Away’ (Col) and! sanction by War Production Board “ion t te aa ae aa! (Par) (4th wk). Not — for 

‘Give Out Sisters.’ se — : . | os a Bagigiea olmes secre eapon ) alid | more than $6,500 due to gas ana pre- 
tad rage _ Underground Agent’ (Col). Thin| Scale calls for $2.50 an hour or &| «Bening Eight Ball’ (U), Nice $8,000. | ane following fair $10.500 on third 
Estimates for This Week $1,500. Last week, horror stuff nag pelos call rate of $135, retroactive | yast week ‘Nightmare’ (U) and | ~ aie EEN ee Janeen 

ts rn Re at a a 33-40-50) -| ‘Undying Monster’ (20th) and ‘Dr./ to July 1. Strictly in Groove’ (U), ditto. RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,873: 33- 

Johnny Marching’ (U), Six days. In . ee 14-55-65) — ‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) 








tep, $8,000. Last week, ‘Whistling in (94 wk) and ‘Counter Espionage’ 


Dixie’ (M-G), perked in last half to ~T (Ga who and "Counter Espionage 

oo fairly good. ima 5 | pee rth ost week ‘Lovelier’ 

apitol (RKO) (2,000: 83-40-50)- p | not $0 1 “Last, week, ‘Loveliet 
(Lol) ist wk) anc 101 


; re 








‘White Cargo’ (M-G), Moveover from 
& I _ : } , ’ ‘o} ine $16,000 
,alace for second week. Fair $4,000 _—— wood’ (Col), fine $16,0 55 
s 2 ‘ > as 7t), State (Loew-WC) (2.204; 33-44-90- 
wast week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G), Pa ® ‘Mart ed Witch’ (UA) and 


fourth week o ai » §80-SO ] q ) | } , | , Nl 
$3,000 k on main line, so U sual ¥ eek-Befl ore-Ch ristmas Slu mp Not i lelped By Storms, ry —— = . Life Begit at 
: ea) eh 4 "We od Marines’ 


Famil (RKO ; 20-30)— 
‘Scattergood gl By ey Sitios" ; P P F * . i 8:30’ (20th) and 
(RKO) and ‘A Man’s World’ (Col) Gas Rationing—Few Newcomers Show Strength aan CUALWC) (2,100; 33-44-55-65) 














split with ‘This Was ris’ ) ¢ 
+ Die oly dans.” Beni _‘wWhite Cargo’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
Old | Homestead” (Rep). Steady ‘Life Begins’ (20th) (1st wk) (move- 
Man Get You’ (Col) and ‘Pirates | It’s the usual week-before-Christmas out in the film slow in Newark and N. Y., dull in Jersey City and not overs). So-so $4 wo bree g cy 
Prairie (RKO) divided with ‘Manila | theatres. niv titai this year, the exhibitors have gas so hut in Los A.getes ' kh or s Lat _wi aici $7 500 
Wrangler’ a as matte §=6J0e, ; rationing (including temporary shutdown on some ‘ Of the strong veterans, ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par), | © Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44 55- 
Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)- | cards in eastern seaboard states, plus severe coid and Who Done It ct ), ‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘White | g5) ‘Cargo’ (M-G) 2d wk) and 
‘Whistling in Dixie’ (M-G). Switched | S20wstorms as additional b blights in various keys, Cargo’ (M-G) look best in bucking the trend. ‘Married TH ife Begins’ 20t! (moveovers). 
from Albee for second stanes Slow | Out on the Coast, where the weat! continued fairly a Witch’ (UA) and ‘Flying Tige (Rep), latter now! Pacing t $4 200 Last week, 
$8,500. Last week. ‘Gentleman Jim’ | good. only the pre-Xma ; d be blamed out nany big circuit are show ng stoutly also: but | ‘Caren’ TM-Gs thst wi ret tae in 
(WB) (2d run) fairly good $4,500 | Net result «e that fe ne +4 tions re vel red In fewer spot Morocco s collecting ock $24.000 Night’ (M-G), $ UK _ 
Keith's (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) out this week while many recent prize ere] in two Seattle house Dig B e holdover, fine Wiltern (WB) (2,/960 1-44-J0-O0~ 
— Street of Chance’ (Par). Cold} ace marking time tm ‘1 atte 1 ate $41,000 Sixt oy YF ‘ PY 75-85) —F lying Fort WB). Slip- 
$2,700 Same last week on ‘Mrs are marking ime u 1 i é nm 4 a a » rage , 1? ; . ’ sb ngy pie in INE to fall $7,000 Li — 
Wigg (Par) ; : of those trying to buck ct tions rouna ne p “our f 4 — 20,900 fo ; L. A tanza in ‘Wa hington Slept Hert WB (3d 
| _Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— | apathetic. Of the newcomers, ‘We Are the Marin oe Sueeaet t-Lostellos comedy gaining | wk), bright enough $4.00 
Eve f Underworld’ (U) and ‘Give (20th). ‘Palm Beach Sto Fe ( Randon Ha e Portland ieade nif i $15,000 look bis on Ritz F-WC (1.372 33-44-54-65- 
Out. Sisters’ (U), dual. Fair $3,000. | vest’ (M-G) shape up as best po vilitic Last named Seattle moreover and 1 $10,000 for third N. Y. sesh. | g5)_-‘tgarried Witch’ (UA) ar Sil- 
\ hast e ‘Washington Slept Here’! Greer Garson-Ronald Colma tarrer stands fair to ‘Voyager’ is nice $23,000 in Frisco, big in Seattle and | ve; Queen’ (UA) Nice $6.200. al 
{V 'B). third week on front stem, bad | measure up to ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) judging from the fine in second Buff ilo week ‘( argo looks a strong considered Last | wet k es i Be- 
Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50) smash $112,000 being registered at the N. Y. Music $15,000 in Denve1 and $12,500 in Seattle, but thin in gins om) ae We Are a — es 
‘Night to Remember’ (Col), All right | Hall on its preem, This is very smashy even on a Jersey C ity and mud in Newark (both second weeks). | (20th), ™ resell a irae Ts es 
$9,000. Last week, ‘White Cargo’ normal week. ‘Palm Beach,’ while continuing poorly Witch’ paces for a trim $29,800 in two Boston spots | y ° 
(M-G), swell $13.000. ae on N. Y. holdover, is doing well at $20,000 in Detroit. and holds up okay in three L. A. theatres. ‘Tigers’ is | WLB OKs 107, 0 S Tilt 
‘ Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 33-40-50)— | ‘Marines’ is rated comparatively the best new entry high $17,000 for two Denver houses and okay $12,000 | /0 p 
Black Swan’ (20th). Second week of | in Wahington but only so-so in N. Y. March of Time for Newark holdove: | Snsinsnnitanel 
eh a ye Mild _ $3,500 after last | opus is classed as material aid on twin setups where HORROR COMBOS REGISTER The 10% raise recently granted 
week's “hice "5.500, Rasy PO ae cl ace ob by: ae Lae Sarai The Universai horror combo of ‘Mummy’s Tomb and | projectionists working in New York 
é ek at Albee. NEWCOMERS HARD HIT ‘Night Monster’ continues doing well, with strong biz screening rooms (home office and 
nies Other new entrants are being cuffed around badly. in Louisville, neat $8,000 in Buffalo and lively in sec- |} exchange) has been approved by the 
Walker-Fogarty’s Westerns ‘Journey for Margaret’ (M-G), is only fair in Washing- ond L. A. stanza. ‘Quiet Please, Murder’ (20th) may | War Labor Board retroactive to last 
Johnnie Walker, long in pictures | ton, medium in Louisville, average in Providence and get a strong $9,000, too, in its preem in N. Y, iSept. 1. Local 306, Moving Picture 
but not so active of late, and John | sad in N. Y. ‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) while a solid From ‘Variety’ correspondents: ‘Casablanca’ (WB), |Machine Operators of N. Y., obtained 
Fogarty, radio tenor, have a tenta- | $23,000 in San Francisco and nice in Indianapolis, rates still okay at $18,500, fourth N. Y. sesh. ‘Glass Key’ |the 10% hike only after it had taken 
tive deal on with Monogram to go | mild in Newark and so-so In Buffalo. ‘Pittsburgh’ (U) (Par), fine $9,000, Denver. ‘Between Us Girls’ (U). a strike vote and was prepared to 
iy — a series of westerns for that | also has not got going thus far, being medium in Wash. nice $18,000 in Detroit. ‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO), jstage a walkout. 
) company, and just okay in Portland. ‘Life Begins at 8:30’ (20th) snappy in Providence and good $22,000, Boston. ‘Amer-| Projectionists, members of 306, 
7 Both are scheduled to leave for | also has disappointed to date, being below par in L. A., ican Empire’ (UA), fine in Montreal. ‘Bambi’ (RKO), |working in the screening rooms, 
ne Coast after Christmas, following | and only fair $37,000 on its second N. Y. session It’s sound $10,000 for second Detroit sesh. ‘One of Our |have agreed to put at least 25% of 
“i date Fogarty is to play at Fay's | listed as oke in Omaha. ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB) too is Aircraft Is Missins’ (UA), hie in Seattle. ‘You Were ‘tha inte 
Nee Vr —e ZZ. 





12 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 25, 1942 









Denver Zone Salesmen Having Their 
Travel Troubles; Exchange Briefs 





+ 
elected ti er al tant 1 
ire respe ely 
N of H d Wirth- 
é ‘Par), 1 J Schwar% 
(Rep), 2d \ S G ‘ (Va- 
ety Picture ‘ etarv. and Star 
ley ” Joh? on P; Fin < lé t Cc a 
¢ V All wv be ! talled at the 
next meet on J 17. 
Loew's Toledo Lineup 
Toledo, Dec. 22. 
When Loew's Valentine reopen 
hortly fe MA eve month shu 
down for repa Ted Teschne. 
brought from New Haven to manage 
Esquire, De ransferred to the 
Valentine. Esquire was leased by | 
Loew’s when the Valentine was 


| darkened, 


De é Dec 22 

771 I el tor filn les- 
mre I t I n- 
i} hi s e D ( 
te t (tie ( ) 
} arec { é < ell \ ( 
gel from one place o another, < nd 
then maybe they will get put off th 
train or bu if oldie or sallors 
s£how ’ t et Or if a fiin 
Falk lan wants to get from one town | 
to the next. say, and someone snows 
up with a ticket to a point farther 
wlong the line, the latter s the 
Feat In the Denver area it is no 
trick al all for a alesman to use up 
3.500 miies on one sales trip or 

Frank Barnes, recent owner of the 
Capitol. Springfield. Colo., went into 
the army last week. He had pre- 
viously “sold j theatre to Geo. 
Nescher of Valley Falls, Kans. 

E. K. Baione, Jr., has closed his 


Hugo. at Hugo, Colo., and gone to 
Colorado Spri where he will 


manage the r 


ompkins theatre, a 
Cooper-Paramount house. He suc- 
ceeds John Cowen, who joins the 
arms 

With population drifting away 
from the smaller communities, 


Charles Diller has been forced to 
close two more of his portable spots. 
They are the Nugget at Telluride, 
Colo., and the Uravan, Uravan, Colo. 
He had recently closed the Vida at 
Cripple Creek, Colo. The latter 
closing was brought about by the 
government order closing gold mines. 
Ross Bluck, Columbia salesman, 
who underwent an appendectomy at 
Taos, N. M., was moved to the Pres- 
byterian hospital. Denver. Columbia 
brought G. S. Pinnell from the Salt 
Lake territory to fill in for Bluck. 
Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox district 
manager, spent two days from his 
San Francisco headquarters confer- 
ring with C. V. Hake, loce! manager. 


Setting ‘Dimes’ in Philly 
*hiladelphia, Dec. 22. 
Variety Club is co-sponsoring an- 


nual March of Dimes 


day. Isaac D. Levy, v.p. of WCAU, 
and Postmaster Joseph F. Gallagher 
are co-chairmen of drive. 

New officers of Variety Club, Tent 
13, were inducted Friday night (18) 
at dinner in honor of outgoing Chief 
Barker Edgar Moss. 

Bud Bache elected president of 
Local B-7, Film Exchange Employees 
Union. Others chosen include Peggy 








| the Indiana to Circle, 


turned to N. Y 


campaign in} 


honor of President Roosevelt’s birth- | pinchhitting for He 





continue to be 


Harry 


and will 


operated by that company. 


Klotz. assistant at Valentine for ten 
years, succeeds Teschner. 

Judith Lubit has been named as- 
sistant at Esquire, first femme as- 
sistant here Abe Ludecar, Cleve- 


land, to assist Teschner at Valen- 


tine, expected to reopen by Christ- 
ma: Changes include addition of 
400 seats, elimination of boxes, and 


remodelling. 


Marjorie Main’s Bond Hypo 
Indianapolis, Dec. 22. 


Marjorie Main, here visiting her 
mother, Mrs. Jennie Tomlinson, ap- 


peared as headliner at midnight bond 
show at Loew’s recently to help Bili 
Elder sell capacity $46,350 in bonds 
at $18.75 per. 

Ken Collins. moving his office from 
is having lat- 
ter redecorated, with a complete in- 
side paint job. 

Kenneth  L. 
booker at 20th, now on sales staff. 
New booker is Don Cox, formerly 
with RKO. Hazel Patrick named 
assistant booker. Buck Gottlieb, stu- 
dent salesman at 20th-Fox, 


office to be re- 


Dotter er, 


has re- 
assigned 

Sally Bahn, new Pai 
femme booker on the row 

Otto Ebert, RKO office manager, 
rman Black, sales- 


now recuperating from a major 


booker, third 


man 


operation. 


Brickley, v.p. and Marie Hause, | 
treasurer. 
Everett Callow. ad mgr. of S-W 


circuit, named head of public rela- 
tions committee of the local WAAC. 

Victory theatre in South Philly has 
been sold by Pastime Realty Co 
to Columbia Theatres Co. for $70,000 
Columbia Theatres is owned by 
Abraham M 


Mrs. Rose Hexter and her’ son 
Robert. 
Kenny Adams Back to Mpls 
Vi { pol Dec 22 

Kenny Adan recently booker 
with the U. S. Army pictures divi 
sion and, prior to tl RKO head 
booker, has returned to Minneapoli 
from St. Louis to take over the post 
of Universal office manager He 


a igned to a 


gucceeds Lou Berman 
Bales’ t 


Theatre’s Party 

San Francisco, Dec. 22. 

Embassy will throw 
unique Xmas party 
Christmas Day, with 
Dibble as host. in the 


to Patrons 


for its 
manager Lee 
absence of his 


ariner, Dan MciLean, who is in the 
Nav y. For four successive years the 
theatre ha fed cake, cookies and 
pun h to the patron on Christmas 
Day, much to the delight of every 
ane ned 

sti ( ( Mark = ¢ being 
r< ( t fla RC 
ment Golde S ( Theatre 

FOx-We Cr ¢ a mes a 
Pa é note of < mana- 
g« oe ( ) tmeé 
heat f< e < ( ( X 
bo! ec} H ¥Y &. SOx, tri 
urer of the parent National Thea- 
tre A present to explain newiy- 


devised pension plan, 
inauguration here, 


preparatory 


Levy Heads Chi Group 
Chicago, Dec. 22. 

Ted Levy. Warner Bros. booker, 
was selected as president of the 
newly-organized Film Exchange Em- 
ployees Union, F-45, AFL, at the or- 

anization’s first election held at the 
lackstone hotel last week. Some 

100 members voted. 

Others elected were Carl Carlson 
(20th), v.p.; Dorothy Albritton (WB), 
secretary; Chris Chinn (20th), treas- 
urer, and George Benson (WB), 
business agent. 

At the annual election of the Reel- 
ellows Club of Chicago, held at the 

lackstone hotel last Sunday (13), 
Frank Flaherty, of Columbia Pic- 
tures, was elected president to suc- 
seec A. M. Dyke. Bob Funk 
U) and Ted Meyers (U) were re- 


YV- 
Van 


—— 
WB Ups Erdeky 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 22 
WB has upped Kalmen Erdeky 
from Oakland theatre to manager of 
Centre, succeeding Al Katz, who has 
gone into the army. 
Film Exchange Employees 
has elected George Ball, 20th, 
dent; Peter Quiter, U, business 


Local 
pres i- 


agent: 


| Alverne A. Lostetter, U; John Mayer, 


and Martin B. Ellis and | 


| 


| 


its annual and | 
patrons 


M-G, and Elizabeth Cunningham, 
Rep, trustees, and the following to 
the executive board: Belle Simon, 
| WB: Margaret McArdle, Col: Loretta 
Guehl, 20th: Nettie Engel, Col: Laura 
George, U: Joe Davidson, 20th: Or- 
lando J. Boyle, Col, and Grace 
| Thomas, 20th 

Owner Leo Profio has taken over 
| Cecil. Pa., theatre which had beet 
operated under lease for 1 nber of 
vears by P1 » Calleffe 

Ralph Craig is now ma O11 the 
Manos __ theatre in Holliday 

iCCEEAGINE i é oul » ] 

1 the army) ( lg wi forme! 

A h ne Ha l i 

Norman H of the ¢ nar \ 
las i é of ‘ 
Heights theatr« ere | the Invest- 
nent Finance Co. That firm recently 
took over the kouse from Charle 
Philbrook. 

Joseph L. Fechek, veteran projec- 
tionist and theatre manager, and for 
last several years a member of the 
staff of Menlo theatre in Charlerowt 


| 


the Treasury ‘T’ for lining up 90% 


of their employees to take one-tenth 


of their salary in War Bonds. 

WB zone here has installed a 
school to train men and women for 
issistant managerships. 

John A. (Jack) Platt, former RCA 
ervice engineer here s on leave 
after his ship, the U.S.S. Rutledge, 
went down off Africa last month. 
Platt found safety on a raft 

Svlivia Ida 


Kaplan has replaced 


Friedman at the Rep exchange 
Patricia Jancsar 1 Charlie Under- 
hill’s ne ecretary at the RCA Pho- 
top! e office. She ri pl ice Pauls 
Pavson, who quit to get married 

| Recent vlywed Mrs. J. Fran 
Finnerty, daughter of Dr. Charles E 
Herman, Carnegie exhib M. Ser- 
i venti’s theatre, Chicora, Pa.,. now op- 


| Hill the 


‘| homeoffice rep, has moved to Phila- | 


EEF 





erating part time only...WB mana- 
gers tossed farewell party for army- 
Max Silverman, of Squirrel 
itre...John DeWall, RKO 


bound 


delphia after four months at the lo- 


cal exchange. 


Brooks Heads M.P. Bookers in N.Y. 

Bernard Brooks, booker Fabian 
circuit, reelected president of the 
Motion Picture Bookers Club of 
for 1943. Others reelected are 
Harold Klein, v.p., who books Julius 
Joelson circuit; Harry Marolis, treas- 
urer, of Metro exchange, and Louis 
Solkoff, financia] secretary, also 
Metro exchange. Beverly Marmour 
of Snapper circuit, elected secretary, 
while trustees are Archie Berish of 


Warner N. Y. branch and Joseph In- | 


ber, booking with Brandt circuit. 
Board of directors include Alex 

Arnswalder of Metro; 

Century; Lou Fischler, 


| 


lnorthern California has in some in- 


} stances 





year, at same time theatres appar- 
ently coasting on the momentum of 
the all-time highs that have steadily 
increased during past year. Drop-off 
has them back to normal and not a 
loss vet. 

When January 
the rainy 


around and 
season sets in to further 
complicate, theatre men look for 
more trouble. That's when the ad- 
mittedly poor Los Angeles transpor- 
tation system will be tested for its 
worth to theatres. 


rolls 


No. Calif. Holds Up. 


San Dec. 22. 
small theatres in 


Francisco, 
Biz of town 
held steady and in others 
increased since gas rationing started, 
Favorable circumstances are due to 
fact that any patronage lost by rea- 
son of farmers not being able to go 
to town as often as in the past has 
been offset by the increased business 
brought by town residents who are 


inow unable to travel to the big city 


Max Freed, |. a 
associated | /"8 


with Max A. Cohen; Ed Seuder, of | 


Prudential chain, and Etta Siegal, 
booker with Monogram. Phil Horo- 
witz, of Universal, new sergeant-at- 
arms for 1943. 

Club has voted to 


send holiday 


| gifts to all former members now in 
| the service. 
formerly | 


Shifts in Buffalo 
Buffalo, Dec. 22. 
William MacKenna, brother of 
George MacKenna, 


Lafayette, Buffalo, is in charge of 


| Strand, Niagara Falls. 


Leonard Raymond, former assist- 
ant at the 20th Century, is managing 
the Varsity, succeeding 
Murphy, who goes to the Jeff, both 
houses of the Basil chain. 

John Scime is replacing Vincent 
Staley, now in the army, as ad artist 
Shea’s Buffalo. 

Harry Berman, forme: 
PRC Buffalo, becomes salesman 
Columbia at Kansas City. 

Basil Brady, manager New Ariel, 
is on the job after five weeks’ hos- 
pitalization. 


Charles B. Taylor, Shea-Par pub- | 


licity head, is public relations chair- 
man of the War Activities Commit- 
tee of the Industry in the Buffalo 


|}and Western New York area. 


has been named manager of that 
house, succeeding Robert Long, re- 
igned 
Putney é re I r vw 
perated O. He er 
ike OVE t ( ey VI ¢ r 
( rle V V ‘, B t 
c } te ¢ i k eru 
W. Va 
J O€ Die I ( r ] 
; Pa } y ¢ 1 ed 
‘ pti 
He le S I - 
@] OI ne {< e¢ 20 Fox } o 
plover ( Other officei are: 
Molly Tognetii, v ce-president; Mar- 
jorie Botsford, secretary; Joe Orn- | 
stein, treasurer; and C. C. Kellen- 


berg, Loretta Guehl 
strom, directors. 


Jack Ell- 


ana 
ana 


Amateur ‘Gay Nineties Revue,’ 
staged recently at Carnegie Music 


Hall by Mrs.. M. A. Silver, 
WB zone manager, and members of 
her Ladies’ Theatrical Club. netted 
enough to buy completely equipped 


wife of 


station wagon for local branch of 
|Red Cross and $1.000 in addition, | 
| which was also turned over to the 
Red Cross, 

Jack White, manager of the Nov- 
elty theatre, has resigned to take a 





similar post at the Avalon, Los An- 
geles, recently taken over by his 
brother-in-law, Sidney Pink, former 
Pittsburgh exhib. Raymond 
man has leased the Novelty. 
the son of the veteran theatre 
Jacob Richman. 

RKO excl 


He’s 


man, 


} 


has been awarded 


ange 


Rich- | 


| 


jin N. Y. this week for discussions on! gas situation clinched it 





Draft Board | 








Continued from page 5 eae 


directors, writers and designers, al- 


though nothing official has yet beet 
decided on these classifications. Oc- 
cupations already declared essential 
are film editors, cutters, cameramen, 
laboratory Tec} r ins. animators. 
oundmén and othe: technical 
MV orkers 
Favorable Aspects 
More optimistic outlook rezarding 


e€ manpower situation as it a 


V ects 
the production and exhibition 
branches of the industry is rapidly 
Zaining ground in the trade regard- 
ess Of current and potential losses 
via the draft and war indusiry néeds. 
Production exe m tain that pic 
res are more importar than per- 
( t € t 4 rn ] if { < S ad 
edly valuable 
ine e oper: ire ( ed 
Gove me ile) € 
€ Wa Manp el Cr mt l « 
W }? VQaUCLION >t A 
€ € ( 1 € to { i f 
? ¢ a f+ fn oft. ‘ 
»¢ 
Conte ion j trade ( le t 
powel cn¢ es Vill give ne 
people a chance not only in the tal- 





nt department but in the technical 
and operating branches of the busi- 
ness, 


Thinning of union help is con- 


sidered likely to open up hitherto | 


closed ranks to newcomers, 
ally in the technical fields. heatre 
Operators in the metropolitan New 
York area ciaim that in some cases 
treasurers have been replacing 
stagehands. 

Replacement of studio technicians, 
however, is now receiving most at- 
tention due to the departure of sev- 
eral thousand for armed service. 


especi- 


William Hopkins, West Coast re- 
gional director of the WMC, is re- 
ported slated to meet Nick Schenck 


essential classifications. 


| effect on 


manager of the | 


Kenneth | 


manager | 
for | 


for amusement. 
For that reason, most small town 
exhibs in this territory now look on 


gas rationing as a boon to their 
‘business. They also feel they de- 


serve a few ‘breaks’ because of all 
the patronage they lost by the shift- 
rural families to industrial 
centers for the purpose of working 
in war industries, 


Frisco Unaffected 
San Francisco's compact layout, 
with transportation within easy 


reach of all, has held gas rationing’s 
show biz to a minimum. 
Fact that city is contained within a 
small area also makes the four 
gallon gasoline allotment stretch fur- 
ther than it does in most metropoli- 
tan centers, 

First run picture houses, for ex- 
ample, which were expected to be 
among the hardest hit of all amuse- 
ment enterprises, have to date 
noticed no falling off of biz under 
gas rationing. 


Niteries Hurt but Det. 


Pix Biz Holding Up) 


Detroit. Dec. 22. 
Gas rationing—combined with the 
recent Boston fire—has been brutal 
on the night clubs here, but the pix 


j}houses haven't reflected any cur- 
tailed driving. Detroit’s surface 
transportation, never geared to mass 
traffic in this automotive center, 
hasn't collapsed as predicted under 
the new load and now is shuffling 





2,000,000 
daily around the city. 
There are plenty of ‘C’ books in 
these parts, considering the fact that 
the Government has consider- 
ate of the hundred: 


war workers and 


record loads of passengers 


been 


the fact that many 


Gas Rationing Boffs Biz 


Continued from page 3 


| degree. 





to the 


of thousands of | site seems to have happened, 











waiting for the expected holiday 


bonanza. 


Philly Happy Az Iz 
Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Gas rationing, which has been in 
effect here since last summer, hasn't 
affected Philly show business to any 
If anything, it has appar- 
ently helped. 

There was a time when Philadel- 
phians would hop into their automo- 
biles and hie themselves to the hot 
spots in North and South Jersey— 
and even New York—because of the 
strict curfew laws here (local boites 
must close at 2 a.m. week nights; 
midnight Saturdays, anc are shut 
tight Sundays). 

But what with three gals of petrol 
per week, bald-headed tires, eto., 
them days are gone forever. 

Because Philly's bright light sea- 
tor is handy to public transporta- 
tions from all parts of the city and 
suburbs, people are thronging the 
mid-city spots. If they don’t want 
to travel into town, there are num 
erous neighborhood cases’ within 
walking distances or at most a short 
drive from their homes. Many of 
these are located in the heart of 
districts populated by flush war 
workers. 

What is true of niteries, is doubly 
true of tne deiuxe filmers and legit- 
ters which are reporting the best 
seasons in years. Conversely, many 
spots in the nearby Jersey and un- 
state roadhouses are almost out of 
business by loss of Philly patronage. 


No Beefs in R. I. 
Dec. 22. 


Providence, 
If there is any one particular 
group that has absolutely no eom- 
plaint against gas rationing, it is the 
local theatre group. Since gas ra- 
tioning went into effect here several 
months ago, the main-stemmers and 
neighborhood houses, too, have been 
reaping a harvest. 


R. I. theatres have had one of 
the largest years they have ever 
had. Even houses which ordinarily 
close down for the summer, found 
it not only profitable to remain 
open, but found they were doing 
better biz than they had ever done 


in the 
winter 


best pre-war 


seasons. 


autumn and 


Buffalo's Switcheroo 


Buffalo, Dec. 22. 
Gas rationing is affecting show biz 


|locally contrary to the manner an- 
ticipated. Expectations were that 
downtown de luxers would suffer 


with nabes getting overflow biz due 


restrictions, Just the oppo- 
Main 
the 


off 


line showcase are 


neighborhoods h 


pic soaring, 


aving fallen 
markedly since early fall 


Situation thought to be purely lo- 


|}cal and due largely to fact that 
terrific amount of coin finding its 
way into defense industry payrolls 
is sendipg workers with full pockets 
in search of top line entertainment 


|}in their 


vel as high as 50 miles daily to 
work in the far-flung arsenals, and 
plants also have worked out share- 
the-ride programs well This keeps 
tanks from getting too dry here. 

The niteries are frankly puzzled 

1 what rationing will do and the 
Boston fire has complicated the pic- 
ture. Biz went off right after the | 
fire and hasn’t come back. Ration- 
ing came on later, but it was hard 


to tell how much of a factor it has 
been in the decline. Downtown 
spots, which are fed by the same 
transportation. services which are 
filling the loop pix houses, are off 
just as much as the big nabe spots 
which inclines some to think that 
; much rationing as the 
Plenty of big svnots excenting 


Bowery and the Club Royale in sub- 


1 


t $ ¢ 
l sh t as 


fire 


rban cations, are well-located 
where rat 
As one cl 


ub owner pointed out, ‘The 
ibs still are running and the nitery 
rowads are great cab riders.’ It may 
ve whistling in the dark. but thei 
figuring seems to be that as the 


Cocoanut Grove fire js forgotten the 
biz will come back, perhaps during 
the coming holidays, 
Nitery Biz Worse 
Pittsburgh, Dec, 22. 

Pinch of gas rationing began to 
ease up a bit here last week after 
first two weeks of the curb. Biz had 
by no means returned to what had 
lately become to be regarded as nor- 
mal, but theatres noticed a little up- 
swing again and so did the niteries. 
Only the downtown spots, however. 

Places beyond the Golden Triangle 
were still in the dumps and general 
opinion, even among owners them- 
selves, is that they won't be able to 
survive beyond the first of the year. 
And if there were any doubts, the 


| past week-end developments’ on the 


| 


Flock of 


them have already folded without 


ioning shouldn’t hurt them. | 


the | 


leisure hours Such work- 


ers were allowed C cards calling for 


practically unlimited gas _ rations, 
but what the new gas bans will 
mean remains to be seen, 

Indpls. NSH 

Indianapolis, Dee. 22. 

There’s plenty of squawking 

about gas rationing here and busi- 
ness is generally down from the 
| high levels of a few weeks ago, but 
most showmen freely admit that it’s 
still better than it this time last 





year and tinat seasonal conditions 

probably have ore to do with the 

slump than driv estriction 
Mpls. Off 


Minneapolis, Dec. 22. 
Business has slumped sharply in 
the vast majority of the territory’s 


situations since gasoline rationing 
started, exhibitors and others in 
touch with the situation — say. 


Whether the rationing is mainly re- 
sponsible for the drop, however, is 
difficult to determine, according to 
the trade, because the winter’s first 
severe cold, always an adverse box- 
office factor, hit the territory si- 
multaneously with the motoring re- 
striction. 

It’s also pointed out that the close 
approach of Christmas undoubtedly 
is playing some part in the reces- 
sion, although, in this connection, 
exhibitors say that previously the 


pre-Christmas drop never started so 
the 
holiday. 


early, 
before 


being 
the 


confined to week 


Yule-tide 








rae tee * 











pee dee * 
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WPB’s 12-Point Plan to Aid in Zinc 


Conservation on Ads: Cues to Pix 


7% 
v? 





Washington, Dec. 22. 
Motion picture theatres, which are 
users of display advertising, 
with other advertisers, can 
cooperate in the zine conservation 
program by following the recom- 
mendations adopted by the War Pro- 
duction Board. WPB recommended 
to copywriters, production men and 
others in the advertising business a 
program which will help 
much needed zine for mu- 
other essential military 


large 
together 


12-point 
conserve 
nitions and 
jtems. 
Zinc-saving 
common-sense 
ures, WPB said, 
designed art borders 
mats from mat 
Plan, it said, 
newspaper 


program stresses 
conservation meas- 
such as eliminating 
and 
services or 
represents 
ad 


paper 
newspapel >». 
consensus of 


tives, a 
ad manavers and radio stations. 
How to Save Zinc 
Twelve-point program for con- 


serving zinc in engravings is: 

|. Border cuts must not be made. 
Use standard type borders and their 
combination. Design border cuts only 
when they can be used frequently. 

» Screened type must not be used, 
Don't use double printing on Ben, 
Day or wash background. 

3. Don't prepare hand . lettering 
Use available type. Don's use blown- 
up type when it is possible to select 
sui type faces available in 
necessary sizes. 

4. Do not tie one piece of art onto 
another in a manner that creates 
waste areas. Don't tie in 
type text with illustration, so as to 
increa e zinc area. 

5. Make all cuts, 
that they may be adapted to future 
as often a 


table 


so far as possible, 


use. U ( over again 
possibie 

6. Don’t order the same engraving 
more than once. Newspapers ex- 
change cuts. So, when ordering a re- 


utilizing illustra- 


peat ad or layout, 

tions that appeared in a previous ad, 
please specify where and when the 
cuts last appeared so that they can 
be picked up for re-use. If publish- 
ers or printers are to store your cuts, 


be sure to indicate the ones which 
will be used repeatedly so that they 


will be saved 

7. Use mats from mat services or 
newspapel 

8. Newspaper mats will be saved 
for 60 days, if advertisers indicate 
that such practice will avoid remak- 
ing cuts previously used. 

9. Standardize size and style of 
signatures and trademarks for con- 


tinuous reuse 


10. Develop efficient filing system 


of often-used cuts; paste pictures ol 
cut on outside of envelope for easy 
iden cation 

11. J] preparing art work, use 
sta d reductions ‘same. size,’ 
‘third off,’ ‘half off’ to save time 
and c in engraving piant. 

12. Retur all unusable zinc to 
your engraver, newspaper or printer 
(WPB rules that anyone holding 
‘obsolete pl tes’ after Sept 30 will 
no entitled to ne plates during 
the ca ir q rt ) 

I general. consider every layout 
from viewpoint of eliminating all 
u ‘cessary use of engr avings 


‘SERVE’ GETS “MUST SEE 
BACKING OF MPPDA 


. busines al victory 
e concern, Arthur DeB 
research for the Motion 
p ( Producer: & Distributor 
As ent oul one of the 
stronge dorsements ever given 
a picture on MPPDA stationery on 


In Which we Serve,’ United Artists 


release which opens this week at the | 


Capitol, N.Y. In his note lauding 
the film, DeBra names it as a ‘must | 
see picture for everyone. 





making | 


BILL DANZIGER AID 





Metro’s Mat Service 


Filling a newspaper need re- 
sulting from the wartime short- 
age of copper and zinc, Metro 
and Loew’s have instituted a 
new mat service for picture ed- 
itors throughout the country 

Developed by Ernest Emerling 
of the Loew home office pub- 
licity department, the service, 
comprising three, four and five- 
column scene and publicity mats, 
will supplement regular photo 
mailings. 








execu- | 
lepertment and specialty store | 


home office publicity-advertising de- 
| partment, 


ith 


|pointed Bill Danziger as 
ant, 


stein, 





TO HORNE AT 20TH 


In a realignment of the 20th-Fox 


operates as 


which now 
Horne has na 


ree divisions, Hal 
his assist- 
effective Jan, 4 | 
At the same time, Mac E. Young- | 

| 


who has been acting in an as-| 


|sisting capacity to Horne, mostly on | 
|business matters, will be placed in | 


‘|complete charge of biz administra- 
tion and budget control of Horne’s 
department. 


of 


Hlicity and exploitation) will all come 


;ul 


extended | 


1ih 


Charles 


he 


cit 


Ink 


pi 


spent most of the past year in South 


America where he planned setting 
up a film importing seevice but did 
not follow through on the project 


The three sub-divisions 
the department (advertising, pub- 


der Youngstein’s jurisdiction. 

Rodney Bush was recently placed 
charge of exploitation, while 

Schlaifer will continue to 


“ad advertising and Richard Con- 
yu the publicity unit. 

Danziger will specialize in assist- 
ge Horne in the creation of cam- 
uigns for 20th-Fox product. He 





due to war conditions. Previously, 
Danziger was for five years with 
Metro working out campaigns on 
that company’s pictures. He came te 
Metro from the theatre advertising 
|}department of RKO. 














ed | 


z 


hip or plan He held that 


Di 


tively marshal 


ne 


dis 


el: 


LO 
he 


Lu 


I 


) 
titled 
were tipoffs on Nazi 


LT A 


Propaganda 


8OV- 
the 


s0-Britis 


ovel 


Ru 


purpose 


the 
nments at cross 
ugoslavian 
Shirer 
er the air asking Italians to 
aimless propa- | 
that the 


Siluat 
out the ‘silly’ talk 


lon 
singled 
revolt 
example of 
a. He pointed out 


alian underground has no leader- 


continu- 


Shirer contended that 


opaganda res 


problems Was 
stroy Germans 


it would be a difficult task 


NIC it planned to 
irmm or ae 
immed 
destroy 80,000,000 Germ: 
> admitted that the Na 


Pood JOD oO} i 





pretty 


We Erred From the Start 


Failure to understand the Naz 
\ 


eakenl France. as a 
faulty 
noted that General 
‘Total War,’ 
another German 
published in 
plans foi 


alagno 
! also 
dendorft’s publ shed 
1923, and 


‘Art of War, 


book 
1928, 
tank 


) and plane warfare which eventually 


ide 


veloped. Yet scarcely a score of 


Letter | people outside of Germany ever read | 


will 80 to thousands of church, club } or paid any attention to Germany’ 
women, civic organizations, etc.,| warlike political and military plans. | 
which the MPPDA contacts. He also cited instances of Nazi | 
me. ag ny ing the film, DeBra writes:| propaganda so effectively used | 
F ace by Noel Coward in wartime /against the French, and now being | 
at a it bre athes the very life tried out on English troops—the type | 
on sit es a gallant people as/of dirty postcard and radio prop- 
in str eae ai picture conceived and | aganda which suggests that while 
ng tall Ben travail of war can) Englishmen are in the front lines | 
mend “i ‘ceing it twice, I recom- | their wives and sweethearts are hav- | 
wnvens* a ‘must see’ picture for|ing affairs with American soldiers. | 
DeBra ide ; | The same line was used against the 
ats . so points to a poster | French in relation to the British | 
stated that 


Sives an ink ling of contents 
Serve.” and 
£2 tra nalize the 


urgency of con- 


Zing rubbei 


? | | e 
and Saiva 


ICh the 

“nN the MPPDA designed, which | troops in France. 
of; the Germans are using as a 
at the same time help-/| caster of this type of material 


on 


ne 


Shirer 
broad- | 
some- 
1e thev claim is the son of the Hen 


S. Amery, high Brit official. | 


| lead. 
| missed a 


Kosty-Disney Tieup For 
Good Neighbor Ballyhoo 


The Andre Kostelanetz show for 
Coca-Cola goes to the Coast for a 
single broadcast Dec. 27 to premiere 
the music from the new Walt Disney 
picture, ‘Saludos Amigos.’ Trip was 
arranged through the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs, which is plugging ‘Saludos’ be- 


cause of its Latin-American subject- | 
Film was produced by Dis- | 
live footage | 
made during his South American trip | 


matter. 
ney from cartoon and 


last year. 


Pix Veering More to Use of Radio 





‘Hal’s Kitchen’ 


{ , , ; € in > or a 
Besides Kostelanetz, those making | Boys working ay the art de- 
the trip will include Yasha Frank. | partment at 20th-Fox under Hal 
, Horne, over at 10th avenue and 


producer; George Zachary, 
Ted Cott, m.c.; Lou Robbins, arranger; 
Gilbert Seldes, continuity 
Bernice Zazonick, of the 
agency, and Mrs. Zachary. 
currently in Mexico City, 
Hollywood for the broadcast 


Disney, 


which 


will use members of the film cast and | 
will originate from a sound stage of | 
the Disney studio. 


In order to make the Coast trip for 
the Dec. 27 show, Mrs. Zachary (ac- 
tress Marian Shockley) is being writ 
ten out of the ‘Eliery Queen’ pro- 
gram, on wkich she plays the femme 
It will be the first time she’s 


broadcast in the three years 
Sem cumlen tee teoem on Che als. | November is the first month in | 
ca is late th. past half year period that the 
admission levy yielded less than a 
| previous month. November collec- 
M-G BULLISH tions brought the total admission 
taxes collected this year so far to 
$130,439,356. 
Collections from other entertain- 
ON SURVEY ment taxes were as follows: radio- 
phonograph, $440,793, up $36,703 
|from October; records, $138,480, 
— down $66,854 from the previous 
ai05, . month, musical instruments, $85,464, 
The Motion Picture Research| down $40,402; slot machines, $479,- 
Bureau, indie survey outfit concen- | 437, up $105,262: bowling alleys, $52.- 
trating on film matters, has been! 994 gown $31,250. , 
working full time for Metro’s adver-| otal entertainment tax take for 


department on 
reaction to 
cam- |} 


tising and publicity 
surveys covering public 
sneak previews, advertising 
paigns and media film titles 
trademarks. Headed by Dr. Leo} 
Handel, the M. P. Research Bureau 
has completed 14 different surveys 
that have in some instances resulted 


__4| Marching Thru Berlin’ 
Song Bally for ‘Canteen’ 


Extensive exploitation campaign 
which has been lined up by United | 
| Artists for ‘Stage Door Canteen,’ via | 
song titled ‘Marching Thru Ber-} 
lin,’ which Ethel Merman will sing | 
in the Sol Lesser production. in- 
cludes pre radio and recordings. | 

Campaign opens Jan, 10 in Amer 

in Weekly wit front cover and | 
the space preceded by teasel 

« in the Weekly and 1.500-line 
copy in all Hearst Sunday paper: 








Jar 3. wit other space following |! 
lai Full page ads go into othe 
He ape ilso. Song and 

pit ye plugged Via 
ylacards, radio pages listing bands 
€ Six Victor ba will spot the 
er on the radi hew these 

be ing Vaughn Mo e, Sammy 
Kaye Tommy Dorsey, Shep Fields, 
Mart)! and ...Ha Macln- 


‘Jacare’ Set in 5 Spots 


¢ I Buc 
An in B yr) ; 
! © I I ! ion 
‘ vithire a ta ales i 
Christmas-Ne Y 1 holid - 
cording to Jules Levey, who 
tributing it through United Artist 

In addition to. the Globe, N. Y 
opening Saturday (26), ‘Jacare’ is set 


Detroit, Providence and 
the holidays. It ha: 


two Ganadian 


for Boston. 
Los Angeles for 
already opened in 


>| spots, Montreal and Vancouver 
Buck will make personals with the 
picture in some spots, none of which 
as vet has been decided. May !n- 
clude an appearance during the en- 


neem at the Globe, N. Y. 


director: | 


writer; | 
D’Arcy | 


and|j 


ithe 


| 

| 

;} S6th street, have devised a name 
' ° 

for their quarters. 


They call it ‘Hal’s Kitchen.’ 








“ct NOV, AMUSEMENT TAXES 


DIPPED TO $11,310,821 


Wastiieeton. Dec. 22. 
Federal collections from amuse- 
ment admission levies took a flop in 
| November. U. S. Treasury collected 
only $11,310,821 against a high of 
$14,694,996 in October. 








November—$12,507,989, down $3,398,-" 


716 from October. 














| Army’s Record 


mmm Continued from page 2 





in revised advertising campaigns, in | $40,000 to $50,000 a week, at $4.40| 
others been instrumental in retitling top, some with $11 premieres 
| films. aati 
Hitherto a New York outfit, the! In L. A. Jan. 26, Then WB Films 
Bureau is now operating in 25 cities} Philharmonic Auditorium in down- 
around the country. Data iscompiled|town Los Angeles winds up the 
| in each city and then routed to New |‘Army’ tour before it goes before the | 
| York, where Dr. Handel does the); Warner cameras. Soldier show plays | 
compilations and analyses i the Aud Jan. 26, to an $11 preem, 
| for two weeks. Auditorium seats 


} 2.6000. 

A. L. Berman, 
ney and civilian president of 
ithe Army, Inc recovered from 
his recent flu, goes to the Coast for 
Hollywood engagement next 
month. 


This Is 


now 


Snarl in 
Chicago, 
‘This Is the Army’ 

have confused 

no little bitterness 
sent in checks fo! 
ight seats. 

Main 
nounced at 


Chi 
Dec. 22 
change 


‘Army’ 


price 


the public and caused 
among those who 


the Jan. 4 opening 
an- 
$11 


boxe 


floor seats were first 
$4.40, then raised to 


placed at $22, with 


$500 Practically all 


and finally 


caled at each 














seats are being taken by socialite 
~ B’way Backing — 
ing | 
| B’way Bac | 
_—— Continued from page 3 game 
has figured to a large extent. Colum- 
bia, on the other hand is gone ‘nto 
t to a moderate degree » ‘Life- 
‘ Gilbe Mille Co 
r € iy t i} 
} ( ( ilso Ct A] 
Wi ) é if i\ 
} ( I Tice t 
norni out the , 
r f B 1 ‘ I 3) 
1 The dearth o 
ial meq Le criped 
the lack of opportunities fo 
writers because of the high cost of 
legit experiments and large percent- 
age of casualties Par dropped 


plenty with ‘Beat the Band’ this $ea- 
Hollywood has been taking bud- 


son, 


ding geniuses with even an ounce of | 


italent off the Broadway breadlines 
and shipping them to Hollywood be- 
cause the odds are too tough in New 


that the 
more 
than 


claim 
writers is 
production 


York. These 
development of new 
film 


sources 


important to 


the theatrical attor- | 


Advertising for Exploitation; Dailies, 
Sensing Ad Loss, Not So Stringent 


+ ee 


towards more extensive 
time for picture ex- 
major companies is 
providing field publicists with a 
lever to pry open daily newspaper 
columns for additional space 


| Tendency 
use of radio 


ploitation by 


Exploitation men now point to ex- 


cellent resulfs achieved through ra- 
dio in various key openings and 
argue that the reduction in daily 





}newspaper space for picture material 
Bare to continue as a result of 
| curtailed newsprint supply) is fore- 
| film turn to the 
for 


ing 
fail 


| In several hinterland 
publishers who have cut 
copy to a minimum since the 

war are reported reopen- 
columns to the trade in order 

circumvent loss of revenue to 

| radio. 

| Publicists 


companies to 
relief. 


situations 

picture 
outl- 
break of 
ling 
i to 


complain that, though 
theatre advertising revenue in small- 


er cities and towns is tantamount 
to ‘payroll’ money for newspapers 
in many cases, show business copy 


has been the first to be axed. 


N. Y. Press Strike Beomed Air’ 








Recent newspaper delivery strike 
in the New York area, when theatre 
grosses continued booming despite 
the absence of regular advertising, 
also provided ammunition for ex- 
| Ploiteers despite that the temporary 
;Stoppage could not be considered as 
la barometer of daily advertising 
values. Though a number of the- 
atres bought radio time during the 
strike period (March of Time re- 
|portedly spent $5,000 to plug ‘We 
|Are the Marines’ at the Globe the- 
atre, N. Y.) normal newspaper ad- 
vertising budgets for the holiday 


season continued. 
| Radio exploitation for pictures is 


likely to affect national rather than 


| loc: il advertising budgets due to the 


; uncertainty of release schedule 


GREER GARSON TOPS 
IN METRO’S YEARBOOK 


Metro has compiled a 
summary of outstanding 
Metro players, its 


compact 
perform- 


ances Dy produc- 


tions and other data of the current 
year, in a booklet entitled, ‘Headlines 
;of 1942—A Summary of the Year.’ 
| The roundup covers marriages, di- 
| vorces, players in the armed forces, 
| sug festions as to best performances, 
outstanding pictures and elected 

ont 

Miniature exploitation booklet also 
ist bold type the new fa 

Uli e in 1943," same being a 


group of Metro newcomers on which 


the compa likely ili lean to ip- 
plant players called to the color It 
is ignificant that of those named 
ibout 80° are femme 

Eleven Metro personalitie and 
three directors are listed as being in 
the armed services Greer Gar 
vet the biggest break for outstand- 
ing performance being listed twice 
urider “suggestions for best pertorrrr 
int yy an actre for her work in 
Mrs. Miniver’ and ‘Random Harve 
Ma uret O’Brien i nominate 

i' nty té ) uppol 
.) oO I e | a < a Jou 

Vi 
° 

More Coward Film Kudos 

See ling ip a periodic Service ) 
Freedor award last week, Freedon 
House Monday (21) selected Noe 
Coward as the first recipient of ihe 
award for his production of ‘In Whi 
We Serve’ which preems tonight 


(Wed.) at the Capitol, New York. 

Lowell Thomas, president of the 
Ove Press Club, sponsoring the 
film preem, accepted the 
behalf of Coward. 


DAN GOULD HONORED 

Fort Worth, Dec. 22. 

The Junior Chamber of Commerce 
,of this city has a monthly habit of 
lnaming the ‘man of the month’ and 
{honoring him at a luncheon because 
'of outstanding things he has done. 

This month the honor went to Dan 
iGould Jr. of the Bowie 
theatre for has 


se€as 
award 


manager 


the he 


programs 
i bee produc ing for the ch mmnbe. 


the tablishment of stock com- | 
PAT DUGGAN WITH GOLDWYN anit 
Pat Duggan (Matson & Duggan It is admitted that the scr2en 
literary agency) is now Samuel |yights to click plays are worth the 
Goldwyn’s new story editor. Duties |high prices paid but that if more 
will include those of production as- | writers are developed, whether for 
| sistant. legit or in Hollywood. it would pro- 
Duggan follows Collier Young. |} vide greater source material and, at 
now a yeoman, into the story post.|the same time, have the effect of 
He’s slated to leave New York for |; shading the top prices currently be- 
the Coast Ja uy jit , asked fo egit pro tie 




















Wednesday, December 23, 1912 



























































23, 1942 


day. December 





VARIETY 





Wedne 


—_——— 

























They don’t have to travel far 
to see a Warner attraction. 
Actually 13,000 theatres 
play them —the smartest 
showmen in the business! 


une On To Victory! 
ITED NATIONS WEEK JAN. 14 THRU JAN. 20 
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Selznick’s ‘Oscar’ Pitch For British 


O. Selznick, acting as owner-member 
of United Artists, which is handling 
the American release of the British- 
made picture, ‘In Which We Serve.’ 
Academy announced on Dec. 7 thai 
pictures up for nomination must open 
for a week’s public run in Los An- 
geles prior to Dec. 31. 

Selznick pointed out that United | 
Artists might have been able to find | 
a deluxe house to show picture if | 
sufficient warning of the switch in 
closing time had been given. Un- 
derstood he suggested the Englis'i- 
made film should have a chance to 
compete with Hollywood product, if 
only as friendly gesture to Great | 
Britain. 

In a wire to the Academy presi- | 
dent, David O. Selznick charged the 
awards’ body placed certain pro- 
ducers and artists at a disadvantage 
by moving up the deadline for elig- | 
ibles. Selznick stated his objections | 
were based on the late date at which 


ee pear val Ag gnta gecs_to larger studios which 

Own eae Pr Arete ser met cect ner 
eligible for Academy award 
sideration. Selznick 
changing the amended rules to their 
Original form. If the original rule 
is now unfair, he added, the Acad- 
emy, is ‘pleading guilty to grave in- 
justices in former years.’ 

Selznick further stated that if the 
Academy does not choose to rein- 
state former rules, then in 
any change should be deferred 
one year so that producers and 
artists would not be penalized by the 
lateness of the e change. 


| 
con- | 
advocated | 


fairness 


{or 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Six major studios are forming a 
pool to purchase the Western Cos- 
tu ie Co, to keep intact the large 
stock of period and other costumes 
owned by the company. Joseph 
Schnitzer, head of Western, recently 
suffered a heart attack, and is re- 
tiring from business. 

Industry figured it would be loser 
if the vast stocks assembled over a 


period of years were sold piecemeal 
at auction. Companies pooling fo 
the purchase are Warners, 20th-Fox 
RKO, Columbia, Universal 
public 


' Daughter, 16, of Al Rosen 
Dies of Puzzling Ailment 


The second New 
within a month 
death of a 





York film ma 
to experience the 
daughter is Al] 
manager of Loew’s State on 
Way, whose 16-year-old girl. Avis 
passed away Thursday noon (17) as 
result of a mysterious brain ailment 

John E. MeDermott ,in 
the accounting department at Para- 


Rosen, 


Broad- 


charge of 


mount, lost his daughter, known 
professionally as Grace Vaughn 20 
in the Boston Cocoanut Grov fi 
Nov 28 

M Rosen’s illness started witl 
a cold, then followed a fever of 106 
and fatal coma. Brain and othe 
specialist: were called in with 
scrum obtained from the Police De 
partment as a last resort It 
thought a fall in the gymnasium 
may have been responsible but doc- 
tors dispelled this theory since she 
had apparently not hurt herself in 
the fall. 

Miss Rosen, who would have been 
17 this coming February, was at- 
tending a girls school in N. Y. A 


few weeks ago she had been offered 
a model's spot on the Coast by 
N.T.G. (Nils T. Granlund) but she 
had no interest in the offer. 
Funeral services were held Sun- 
day (20) at Riverside Memorial 
Chapel, N. Y. © Surviving are her 
father, mother and grandmother 
Twice Menaced 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
John Carradine and Dean Jagger 








— + 


and Re- | 


were signed by Monogram to play 
double villainy as co-stars in the | 
ehiller picture, ‘No Escape.’ 

Filming starts Jan. 4 with King 
Bros. producing and Harold Young! } 
directing. 








Hollywood, mee. 22 § 

provect awa cllywood Dec 22° Macgowan’s Six Stirring | 
entries for the Oscar jr | = 

r filed with the Academy of Motion | Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Picture Arts and Sciences by David} In addition to ‘Jane Eyre,’ now 


practically ready for 
neth Macgowan has five stories in 
various stages of preparation on his 
production schedule at 20th-Fox 

Pictures are ‘Mr, Bullfinch Takes 
a Walk,’ ‘Happy Land,’ ‘Stars and 
| Stripes Forever,’ ‘The Story of Dr. 
| Bethune’ and an untitled yarn by 
Albert Shelby Levino on a war 
| theme, still a secret. 





‘In Which We Serve’ Picture (UA) 


lensing, Ken- | 





COLUMBIA’S 13-WEEK 
NET UP 506 TO 3126 


Columbia Pictures net profit for 


the first 13 weeks of the company’s | 
$312.000, which is $50,000 increase 
over the $262,000 shown for cor- 
responding period last year. 


Although operating profit 








| the 


| fiscal year ending last Sept. 26 was | legitimate 


: of | ficers at College Station, 
a change in rules was made, giving | Columbia rose to $989,000 for this; the cast and crew on the return trip 


Busy Mr. Baerwitz 


Hollywood, Dec. 22 
handed Sam Baerwitz a 
three-way credit as producer, di- 
rector and writer on the Our Gang 
| musical, ‘Calling All Kids,’ which 
| goes into production this week. 
| Not content with his three jobs, 
| Baerwitz wrote lyrics for ‘Our Fa- 
ivorite Stars’ and ‘A Salute to the 
Army, Navy and Marines,’ to be 
sung in the short. 


LOCATION HOPS 
WAR CASUALTY 


Hollywood, Dee. 22. 
Long location treks by rail are out, 


Metro 


except in features directly concerned 
with war morale in cooperation with 
the Government, according to pro- 
ducers who once sent crews all over 
sequences in 
local backgrounds. Uni- 
| versal’s ‘We've Never Been Licked’ 
(Walter Wanger) is a morale story, 
based on the training of Army of- 
Tex., but 


country to film 











o Cuss Words Allowed in M.0.T.'s 


‘Marines’ Either, But Appeal Pends 


+ —_-— -— S- + 
+ 





Stromberg Rental Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
All of Hunt Stromberg’s produc- 
tions for 
ithe end 


General 





of 1945 


Service Studios, under 


president of the rental lot. 
Other UA producers 


Charles R. Rogers, 
| and Arnold Pressburger. 


- 


METRO UPS SIX SHORTS | 


| at the GS studio are Edward Small, 
} 
| 








Hollywood, Dec. 22 


and Michael Audley. 


New pilots were appointed to fill 
vacancies caused by the uppage of 




















United Artists release until | 
will be filmed at 
a | Distributors 
| new contract with Benedict Bogeaus, 
} 


Alexander Korda 


renting space | 


March of Time and Time, Inc., 
icarried its fight to have the ordered 
| eliminations of the PCA left in ‘We 
Are the Marines, 
| being released by 20th-Fox, directly 
to the Motion Picture Producers & 
Assn. last 
|week. Louis de Rochemont, pro- 
ducer of M. of T., and legal staff of 
| Time, appeared before the directors 
lat the regular December session last 
| Thursday (17), but the 
| took no action pending actual inspec- 
of ‘Marines.’ 
pposed to look at the picture over 


’ feature production 


directors 


directorate 


tes Directors were 


PILOTS, ADDS SIX MORE the weekend and convene in ad- 
| journed session Monday (21), but 
| this session was not held for lack of 


| quorum, 





Metro has signed six new shorts} M. of T. had given previous notice 
directors in recent weeks. They are | that it was going to appeal the dele- 
Walter Hart, Bert Glazer, Gunther | tions ordered by the PCA. Conten- 


Fritsch, Cy Endfield, Harold Daniels | ton of Time spokesmen before the 


' directors was that the swear-words 
'deleted is typical amarine language 


jemployed at the battlefront and es- 


| sential to 





the faithful reproduction 
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Much Back-of-the-Washington-Scene | Censor Threat 


Stuff Figures in Mellett Vs. Hollywood 


7% 





——_—- ——— 


Washington, Dec. 22 


Despite the publicity given over 
the weekend to Lowell Mellett’s re- 
quest to Hollywood studios to submit | 
all scripts to the Office of War In- 
formation, it’s understood that’s not 
the point principally the 
producers hot. What has them irked 
is said to be an entirely unpublished | 
request that the film industry handle 
all its dealing with Washington, 
through the Bureau of Motion Pic- 
tures of the OWI, which Mellett 
heads. 


Not only the producers themselves, 


that has 


| Mellett’s Letter to Film 
| Studios Quite Pointed 


Lowel] Mellett’s letter to the 
dios states that all contacts 
any Government agencies ‘including 
the armed forces’ regarding motion 
pictures should be cleared through 
the Bureau of Motion Pictures. He 
adds, significantly, ‘For the benefit 
of both your studio and for the Of- 
fice of War Information it would be 
advisable to establish a routine pro- 
cedure whereby our Hollywood of- 
fice would receive copies of studio 
treatment or synopsis of ALL stories 
which you contemplate producing... 
We should like also to set up a 


stu- 





but the entire Hays office exec per- 
sonnel is understood to be extreme- 
ly riled at Mellett’s effort to funnel | 
the entire industry-to-Government | 
relationship through his office. It's | 
recognized at the same time by 
Washington observers, who have 
seen the disputed letter, that it was 
written with the best of intentions 
and couched in he friendliest terms. 

However, if the OWI exec was 
serious about channeling all of the 
motion picture industry’s contacts 
with Washington over his desk, the 
opinion here is that he was acting 


naively. Too many people repre- 
senting Hollywood in one way or 
another have too many tentacles 


extended into too many corners to 
ever expect that Mellett could get 
them to bring all their requests to 
him. 

To many of these people, the plac- 
ing of their knowledge of inside 
Washington into the service of the 
picture industry is their principal 
means of support. So, obviously, 


routine procedure and arrangement 
whereby our Hollywood office may 
view all pictures in the long cut. 
While this is rather late in the op- 
eration to introduce any new mat- 
ters, it would make it possible for 
us to recommend the deletion of any 
of the material which may be harm- 
ful to the war effort. 

‘Questions involving relations and 
policies with foreign governments 
should be cleared through the Hol- 
lywood office. The OWI is in con- 
tact with every friendly neutral 
government and is in a position to 
give authoritative advice regarding 
both our own attitude and that of 
foreign governments . . . Questions 
involving Latin America should be 
cleared through the office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs. 

Mellett points out that his office 
has no authority regarding censor- 
ship of foreign exports but that it 
hes representatives as advisors to 
the Board of Review in the Office 





Mellett let himself into a hornet’s 
nest py asking that a practice of long 
and honored standing be abandoned 
for anything as minor as increased 
efficiency. 

The film industry, of course, isn’t 
alone in using the devious approach 
in Washington. Every industry, from 
steel to doughnuts, does things ex- 
actly the same way—via the back- 
door rather than the direct method. 
And, of course, it occasionally pays 
off in. the end. 


of Censorship. 





EXTRAS 2506 


OVER LAST YR. 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Film extras will earn about $250,- 








Industry’s Own Reps 

Perhaps the best known of the 
‘working reps of the industry here 
are Tony Muto, who watches out 
for the 20th-Fox interests; Carter, 
Baron, who takes care of details for 
Loew’s, and Claude Collins, whe ‘co- | 
ordinates’ the news reels. 
tion, of course, J. Robert Rubin, 


Metro v.p.. Harry W. Warner and | 
other industry toppers are frequent} 


visitors. Not to be forgotten, either, 
is the fact that Wendell Wilikie is 
chairman of the 20th-Fox board and 
has some friends of his own in the 
capital. Hays office, too, has ade- 
quate Washington representation. 
Mellett’s suggestion that he’d take 


care of all D.C. affairs for the in- 
dustry was not without a basis of 
need. So many film people have 


been pouring into Washington with 
s0 many angles that they have cre- 
ated considerable confusion which 
kicks back at Hollywood. 
itself recognized that fact a couple 
weeks ago when the War Activities 
Committee asked that ail 
check with it before journeying to 
the shores of the Potomac. 

Although the they 
handle their Washington 
through Mellett is said to be the 
principal ire-rouser in the letter, 
producers let it be known here that 
they don’t like the script 0.o.ing 
either. That they should feel so 
violently about it they are said 
to, however, comes as a surprise to 
industry observers in the capital. 
They point out that Mellett merits 
more faith than that, as he has re- 
peatedly proved himself a friend of 
Hollywood, a conservative influence 
in opposition to the ‘take-em-over’ 
school. His gesture last week in 
slashing his own office’s demand for 
raw stock to allow more to go to 
the newsreels is a sign of leaning 
toward as complete freedom as 
possible for private industry, it is 
said. 

Last line of Mellet’s letter specifi- 
cally states that the film activities 
of the Office of Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs are not to 
be construed as subject to the re- 
quests contained therein. That's 
in keeping with the Presidential 
order setting up the OWI, which 
left the Rockefeller committee a 
purely independent Government en- 
tity. 


suggestion 


aS 


In addi- | 


Industry | 


filmites | 


matters | 


| FOR SIGNAL CORPS PIX 


000 more this year than they did 


'in 1941, according to placement fig- 


ures released by Central Casting 
Corp. Earnings for last year were 
$3,118,411, covering 266,125 jobs. In 
the first 11 months of 1942 the wages 
were $3,050,112, with around $3600.- 
000 estimated for December. 
Increases in wages is due largely 
to the practical elimination the 


1$5.50 calls. During the 


ot 
Vi. 


players have accepted tickets for 
|less than $10.50 per day. So many 
| casual players have gone into war 
| production in the neighboring fac- 
tories that film producers can’t find 
enough extras without paying the 
$10.50 rate. Shortage is expected to 
become even more serious when the 
| Manpower Commission starts shift- 
jing workers into essential industry 
| jobs. 

Heaviest month of 1942 was July, 
| with 32,757 extra jobs passed out 
; by Central Casting. Banner month 
of 1941 was April, with a-record of 
33,438. 





‘STUDIOS TO COMPETE 


Hollywood, Dec. 22 
| Independent producers, as well as 
|majors, will get an even chance to 
bid on future films to be made for 
U. S. Signal Corps, according to Col, 
|M. E. Gillette, representing the War 
|Dept., at a meeting of indie picture 
makers. 

Signal Corps film requirements for 
| the next year, Col. Gillette explained, 
will need a large portion of Holly- 
wood’s facilities 
Contracts and scripts will be open to 
icompetitive bidding by all produc- 
| ing companies now in business. 


Skirting the War Side 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Femirrine influence in the military 











|setup will be pictured in ‘Five Little | 


| Ladies at War,’ the next production 
| by Jack Schwartz for Producers Re- 
| leasing Corp. 

| Arthur Driefuss, 
story, will direct. 


who 


with | 


current } 
| year, few of the regular atmosphere | 


and manpower. | 


wrote the 
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Continued from page 1 
and going home last week, but those 
interviewed expressed strong support 
York stage cleanup 
and conviction. The anti-Hollywood 
group contends that there is a move- 
definite and militant, 


for the New 


ment on foot, 
'to open up the stage and screen to 
licentiousness and indecencies under 
the guise of war liberalism. ‘If we 
permit profanity and vulgarisms on 
the screen, it is the opening wedge 
to strip-tease, and all the filth and 
exhibitionism of burlesque,’ one of 
the house leaders told a group of 
Baltimore clergymen. ‘The country 
is vigilant about protecting the 
morals of the men in uniform, and 
we must be equally on the qui vive 
to see that tnese smart purveyors 
do not corrupt the home front with 
an immoral screen.’ 

Some saw in the Office of War 
Information suggestion that it okay 





}all scenarios and screen treatments 
la repercussion from the Maryland 
District of Columbia sermon of 


; Sunday (13) when, all Catholic pul- 
| pits renewed their allegiance to the 
Legion of Decency, and promised to 
|abide by its rating on pictures 

It’s ‘Voluntary,’ Says Mellett 


Lowell Mellett, director of the mo- 
tion picture division, Office of War 
Information, at once declared he had 
not enunciated a new OWI policy. 
He declared that the directive to 
producers was merely a reiteration 
of earlier ‘voluntary’ suggestions, 
and reaffirmed that he was without 
the power of compulsion. 

There were hurried long-distance 
| calls to Washington from the pro- 
| duction centre after Nelson Poynter 
|of OWI had delivered his letter. ‘Is 
| this a feeler for more power put out 
las a trial balloon?’ was the tenor of 
| the queries. ‘If it is, we propose to 
lfight it. This is putting one foot in 
the door, and if accepted meekly, 
| will be the first step towards a more 
| rigid federal censorship.’ 
| Up to date every policy fixed by 
| Lowell Mellett has been rigidly fol- 
lowed. At his suggestion Noel Cow- 
ard’s picture ‘In Which We Serve’ 

had a sentence deleted that might 
|have been regarded as offensive to 
|Italian-Americans. Metro-Goldwyn- 
| Mayer went to considerable expense 
|to revise “Tennessee Johnson,’ and 
soften up the character of Thad 
Stevens lest it offend colored pa- 
trons of the movies. Stevens is an 
idol of the colored people, and they 
are solidly New Deal. The plan to 
|remake ‘Birth Of A Nation’ was 
| abandoned because of OWI influence, 
|}and producer Sam Goldwyn placed 
a reissue, ‘The Real Glory,’ on the 
shelf after Mellett had pointed out 
it was offensive to Filipinos. 

The reentry of Joe Breen into the 
| production code picture gives the 
| Hays organization a strong card. 
| Breen has powerful friends in Con- 





} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| gress, among them Representative 
|McGranery of Pennsylvania and 
|other members of the House com- 


mittee, which will consider any re- 
strictive legislation. The disposition 
now is to watch Hollywood closely. 

They don’t iike Hollywood buy- 
ing Gypsy Rose Lee’s story ‘The 
G-String Murder,’ and this feature 
will be scanned closely for off-color 
|material. Neither do they like Hol- 
| lywood dickering for ‘Strip for Ac- 
| tion.’ These are considered fore- 
| boding signs, and producers will find 
a Congressional red light to ‘stop’— 
and at once—unless they want Uncle 
Sam to really their 


oefore the roll, 


pass on 
Cameras 


MORE SOVIET WAR PIX 


Pathe Takes ‘Bombing of Moscow’ 
| And Others on the U. S. Block 





| Artkino, Inc., Yank distrib of So- 
viet films, last week sold a four- 
reel documentary, ‘The Bombing of 
Moscow, to Pathe. Latter wil] re- 
make into a one-reeler and release 
erp RKO. Buy was an outright 
} Saie, 


| 

| Currently being considered are 
| offers, by several of the majors, for 
| The Siege of Leningrad’ and ‘A Day 
| at War.’ The ‘Leningrad’ pic was 
;mentioned by Wendell Willkie who 
|caught it during his recent stay in 


Moscow. ‘Day At War’ is a com- 


a 


} 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
' 


scripts | 


D.C. Press Views Mellett’s Stand On 


~ Film Scripts As 


Censorship Wedge 





Wasnington, Dec. 22. 


There seems to be a wide di- 
vergence of opinion between the 
Office of War Information and the 


motion picture industry as to the 
effect and the significance of the 
recent request made of studio heads 
by Lowell Mellett, chief of the OWI 
motion picture bureau, that they 
submit all proposed screen treat- 
ments of pictures to OWI for re- 
view. 

Officially, OWI has taken the 
view that there was nothing in Mel- 
lett’s request that should get Holly- 
wood producers stirred up and that 
the letter to the studios was a ‘rou- 
tine communication’ from the OWI 
motion picture chief. It has main- 
tained that the letter merely pro- 
vided for continuing practices which 
the studios themselves had volun- 
tarily initiated and that it contained 
little of a new nature. 

However, two leading Capital 
newspapers, Washington Post and 
Evening Star, speaking editorially, 
have taken the view that the OWI 
request gives the motion picture in- 
dustry something to think about, if 
not worry about. To the Post it 
seemed that OWI had ‘no business 
making such a request.’ The Star 
held that ‘voluntary compliance is 
too apt to be the opening wedge 
for a system in which compulsory 
compliance is understooc.’ 

Elmer Davis, director of the OWI, 
stood by his motion picture bureau 
chief on the issue and took the view 
that there was not any Government 
compulsion behind the request to 
studio heads. 

Elmer Davis’ Statement 

OWI Director Davis gave the fol- 
lowing stateMaent to ‘Variety’ 
Sunday (20): , 

‘I am fully 


on 


informed to what 
Mr. Mellett is doing and is mean- 
ing to do, which is not what excited 
people in Hollywood and elsewhere 
seem to think he means to do, Mr. 
Mellett’s statement yesterday re- 
garding the purpose of his proposal 
seems to me to be perfectly clear.’ 

The statement Davis referred to 
was one given by Mellett explaining 
the request made in his letter to the 
studios. In this statement, Mellett 
commented on Hollywood reports 
that producers were ‘confused’ by his 
request that screen treatments and 
scenarios of all motion pictures be 
submitted to the OWI before the 
pictures are produced. 

All the major studios have been 
submitting their picture ideas to the 
Government for at least six months, 
he said. Mellett explained that the 
arrangement was purely 
nd that it had originated with the 
producers themselves. There was 
no idea of making submission com- 
pulsory, he added. 

Mellett said he had sent the letter 
to Hollywood studios asking that 
they submit film scenarios to OWI 
in advance of production but pointed 
out that his was ‘a routine communi- 
cation’ which merely reviewed the 


as 





| 


existing relationships between the 
motion picture industry and _ the 
Government. 

‘Actually the only new thing in 
the letter,’ Mellet stated, ‘was. a-mes- 
sage advising the producers of an 
arrangement between OWI and the 
armed services by which OWT will 
participate in upervising pictures 
concerning the service 

Mellett said that Davis had re- 
viewed the letter which he sent to 
the studios | 

OWI motion picture bureau chie 


told ‘Variety’ that he felt Hollywood 
was raising ‘a tempest ’ 
over the matter of his 
D. C. Dailies Differ 

The Capital’s press, however. did 
not agree with either Davis or Mel}- 
lett as to the significance of the OWI 
request. Neither the Post nor the 
Star regarded the affair as a ‘tempest 
in a teapot.’ Both attached very se- 


in a teapot’ 
letter. 


rious implications to the motion pic- | 


ture industry of the action. 
‘Why it should be advisable for the 





pilation of clips gathered by USSR | 


| Office of War Information to scru- 
|tinize all film scenarios whether or 
| not they have anything to do with 
ithe war is beyond us’ the Post de- 
iclared. ‘Yet the OWI’s film division 
| has asked to see not only all movie 
| Scripts before production but has also 


photographers in one day and | requested a preview of pictures ‘in 
}covers the entire fighting front, | the rough’ before thetr face th 
from Finnish front down to the | public. The intenti pacar ge 
Free g | Pt ae e intention of course is to 

e |enable the Government to make con- 
beans films recently arrived from |structive suggestions as well as to 
1} WrOoOscow 


re commend the dropping of scene 


voluntary | 
' 


that are deemed detrimental to the 
war effort. The OWI has taken pains 
ito emphasize that its powers are 
;}merely advisory and that its request 
‘should not be interpreted as consti- 
tuting blanket censorship. Never- 
theless it seems to us that the OWI 
ihas no business making such a re- 
| quest.’ 
Hollywood Knows Better 


‘To our way of thinking’ the Post 
leditorial continued ‘the industry as 
an experienced appraiser of the pub. 
lic is a better judge of what helps 
and what harms the war effort than 
the OWI. Moreover as Mr. Mellett 
has pointed out, the industry has been 
cooperating with the OWI right 
along. Presumably, therefore, it would 
continue to do so without the irritat- 
ing pressure implicit in the OWI’s 
new request. 

‘Blanket censorship may not be the 
issue here but an unnecessary Official 
lencroachment is certainly involved, 
| And if there is one thing the country 
needs it is less, not more, official in- 
terference in a business which, like 
press and radio, should have a mini- 
mum of superimposed restraint in 
| order to serve the public as well as it 
could and should be served.’ 


The Star declared the motion pic- 
ture industry has a responsibility to 
the public ‘to keep the screen free.’ 

Pix Has Done a Good Job 

‘The moving picture industry has 
taken advantage of its unexcelled 
opportunity to use its facilities for 
the war effort and in the opinion of 
| observers has done a good job,’ the 
Star asserted. ‘But it is only natural 
| that the industry seems to view with 
|considerable skepticism a_ proposal 
ifrom Lowell Mellett, chief of the 
|OWI’s motion picture bureau, that 
|screen treatments and scenarios be 

submitted to the OWI beicre they 
are produced.’ 

‘The moving pictures, like the 
| press, should properly regard with 
| Suspicion every move which, aside 
from matters involving military 
secretary, suggests Government ap- 
proval as a prerequisite of produc- 
tion or publication,’ the editorial 
continued. ‘The question of whether 
compliance with Government ap- 
proval is voluntary is not particu- 
larly important. For voluntary 
compliance is too apt to be the open- 
ing wedge for a system in which 
compulsory compliance is under- 
| stood. 
| ‘When the Government sets up a 
| system of review to accommodate 
the moving picture industry, at the 
j;request of the moving picture in- 
dustry, and to meet a real demand 
| —that is one thing. When the Gov- 
|ernment asks the moving picture in- 
| dustry to set up a system which 
definitely injects governmental ap- 
|proval as a part of motion picture 
| production, it is something else en- 
|tirely. The screen has a responsible 
;part to play in the war effort, and 
| undoubtedly wants to do its best. 
| But it has a responsibility to the 
| public, and that is to keep the 
;screen free.’ 


FOSTER TO MEXICO TO 
FATTEN UP WELLES PIC 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Norman Foster shoves off for Mex- 








| 


| 
! 





99 
hee 


ico City this week under a 20th-Fox 
contract to direct and supervise a 


Mexican-made picture, ‘Santa, 
|Esther Fernandez as star. 


with 


Understood Foster may also work 
'on additional footage for ‘It’s All 
|True,’ which Orson Welles started 
j}but did not finish for RKO. Welles 
is said to be negotiating with RKO 
|for an additional $200,000 to com- 
| plete the feature, on which Foster 
|directed bullfight scenes in Mexico 
several months ago while Welles was 
working in South America. 


a 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
‘The Honor System’ is release tag 
on ‘You Can’t Beat the Law’ at Mon- 
ogram, 
‘After Tomorrow’ at PRC-Pathe 
became ‘Behind Prison Walls.’ 
‘Careless Cinderella’ is third title 





| for ‘Careless,’ originally ‘Nothing 
| Ventured,’ at Metro. 
Release tag on PRC’s_ second 
a pe ” i 
Billy the Kid’ western is ‘The Kid 
Rides Again.’ 


oe 
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St. Louis Would Taboo Smoking 
In Theatres As Safety Measure 





Dec. 22. 
smoking 


St. 

An ordinance to 
St Louis theatres will be asked by 
Director of Public Safety Harry D. 
McBride who, last week, declared 
that inspectors of department, 
making a thorough checkup of safety 
measures in dance halls, flicker 
houses, theatres and other places of 
public assemblage had found six 
flicker houses that not only per- 
mitted smoking in the balcony but 
posted signs to encourage such prac- 
tices. 

Wrathful over this lack of safety 
that is now covered by ordinances 
McBride declared, ‘This practice is 
going to stop immediately, through 
the voluntary co-operation of theatre 
owners. until the necessary legisla- 
tion can be introduced in the Board 
of Aldermen.’ 

McBride said an association of 
flicker house owners had appointed 
a committee to deal with every 
owner of a picture theatre in town 
in eliminating fire and safety haz- 
ards. He also declared the assOcia- 
tion represented about 70% of the 
exhibs. 

Following the Boston Cocoanut 
Grove disaster local inspectors began 
making the rounds and have reported 
that the existing safety measures, 
covered by ordinances, is Obse>ved 
by only about 19% of the places in- 
spected. Some of the violations found 
were over crowding; lack of exit 


Louis, 


ban in 


hi 


lights; stairways to exits blocked by 
stored material, exit doors found 
locked, use of inflammable material 


for decorations, and the storage of 
easily ignited material. 


‘No Smoking’ in Mass. 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 22. 
Western Mass. Theatres, Inc., this 


week revealed a new policy of ‘no 
smoking’ in all its houses. President 
Nathan Goldstein said it was not as 
the result of the Cocoanut Grove 
holocaust. He said the policy had 
been adopted prior to the Boston, 
fire, as an economy move. 

According to Goldstein, the fire- 
proofed carpets and upholstery is 
difficult to replace during war times. 
The Paramount, biggest house in the 
chain,- has always permitted smok- 
ing in its mezzanine. Notices were 
flashed on the screen and posted at 
the boxoffice this week of the new 
order which was received without 
too much grousing. Story that the 
move was one for economy caused 
many lifted eyebrows here. 


BATTLE OF COHOES LOOMS 


3 Factions in Small 
Burg | 


Upstate N. Y. 
a Hot Time 


Cohoes, N. Y., Dec. 22 

A battle royal for picture patron- 
age in the City of Cohoes, which 
the Fabian circuit had to itself for 
the past several years, impends. The 
Rialto one-time opera house and 
Fabian’s ace theatre until the chain 
constructed the Cohoes, has been 
overhauled, redecorated and_  re- 
furbished. The Morse circuit, of 
Boston, has leased the theatre from | 
local owners. Morse will relight it 
around Christm Renamed the 
Empire, house is close to Cohoes. | 
A short distance away is the Regent, 
@ small but comparatively new 
theatre which Fabian has conducted | 
on lease. For sometime, the Regent 
has been a weekender, usually | 
closed during the summer. 

Now, Walter H. ween, Sr., has 


Yoho 


incorporated Ccohoes 
Theatre Corp. He is said to be set 
t- run the Regent himself when 
Fabian’s lease expires. Wertime, who 
with his son, Walter, Jr., is a direc- 
tor of the new company, operates 
the Chester, in Chestertown village. 
The Wertimes are 
Owners in Cohoes, 

Sideliners believe that with three 
theatres running in the city—Troy 
is nearby, and Albany is only nine 
miles away—the fight for business, 
for product, etc., may be bitter. 
These observers opine one or more 
of the theatres may take it on the 
chin financially. Cohoes was the 
scene of sharp film competition at 
one time, but in recent years has not 


the Regent 


been so stormy. There are one or 
two other theatres long dark in 
town. 


+ 
» 


Brunswick, 
York last week to set a product deal 
with Paramount for the eight houses 
in 
reports phenomenal box office 
throughout Canada. 
cess profits tax of 100% 
while corporations also pay an ad- 
ditional 30% 


fourd most 
well 
UO.ner 
sorbed anally. 


$100,000 TEXAS 
THEATRE FIRE 


|cuit Judge Robert 


street, 
sion on ground that conditions 
theatre 
and also presented a fire and struc- 
tural health hazard. Theatre, 
by 
Kjirgard. 








| gcoup of buckaroo chases. 





large property 


Joe Franklin Says Can. 


Pix Biz Is ‘Phenomenal’ 
Franklin, St. John, 
circuit operator, in 


Joe 
New 


circuit, 
gains 
There’s an ex- 
however, 


the Franklin-Herschorn 


tax on pre-war profits. 
situation in the Dominion 
exhibitors, like others, 
prepared with coal supplies. 
racion ng has also been ab- 


Fuel 


Kilgore, Texas, Dec. 22. 


The Texan, destroyed by fire at 


a loss of $100,000 last Sunday (13), 
gave Kilgore its most disastrous fire 
in five years. 
was remodeled at a cost of $25,000. 
The theatre had not opened for the 
day when the fire started. 


The building recently 


Firemen were compelled to turn 


attention to oil wells nearby to pre- 
vent 
have fired the wells. 


melting valves which might 


City Closes Salt Lake Cinema 

Salt Lake City, Dec. 22. 
License of the Empire, South State 
rescinded by city commis- 
in the 
were extremely unsanitary 
owned 
by E. 
run. 


W. E. Shipley, 
House, 


managed 
second 

Mass., 
Malden, 





Malden, Theatre Burns 


Mass., Dec. 22. 


Damage estimated at $40,000 was | 
caused when flames of undetermined 
origin swept through the Maplewood 
theatre early last Saturday 
hours after 
left. 


(19), two 
a capacity audience had 





REP SIESTAS BEFORE 


BIG PUSH IN JA™ 
- - 

Hollywood, Dec. 22 
Republic is taking a production 
vacation over the holidays, with 
three pictures in various stages of 
work, but no new features sched- 


uled to start until next “year. 

January will be the busiest nth 
on the lot since last July. with seven 
new productions lined up. They are 
| “The Purple V,’ ‘Tahiti Honey,’ 
|‘Daredevils of the West,’ ‘Carson 
| City Cyclone,’ ‘Shantytown,’ a Three 
Mesquiteers western and a feature! 


still untitléd. 


Five Western Series 


New High tor Republic 


Hollywood. Dec. 22 

Dan::!.] ? 4 + 
MCPuUuoii¢ proLeram Oj we ern 
|; series goes 5 4 five tne ighest 
| number in the history of the studio 
with the signing of Bill Elliott | 
Gabby Hayes to co-star in a ne 


Roy Rogers is now the top rider on 


the valley lot, taking the place of 
Gene Autry for the duration. Don} 
| Barry continues to gallop as a sec- 


ondary star, and Bob Steele, of 
Three Mesquiteers, is Noy groomed 
as a lone galloper, with 
quiteers continuing under their own 
horsepower. 


METRO’S AIR PIC 


San Antonio, Dec. 22. 


Virtually all arrangements for the | 
‘Guy | 
and | 


partial filming of Metro's 

Named Joe’ at Randolph, Kelly 
Brooks fields have been completed 
according to O. O. Dull, 
rector 


M-O di- 
here to make arrangements. 


Dull stated that Everett Riskin has | 


been named director of the film 
which will star Spencer Tracy and 
possibly Irene Dunne. Riskin and 


a crew of technicians were expected | 
to arrive this week to start filming. | 

Only the actual 
here at the 


training 
will be 


air 


fields 


aone 
filmed 


‘ here 


| week vacations will be 
‘ | tracts. 
New t 


F&M CO. STOCK 


Chi Ops Still Dicker 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 

eS union is still conferring 
with picture theatre groups instead 
of m one ng a contract with all houses. 
| Allied group, under Jack Kirsch, is 
| making its own contract and circuits 
'will make their own deal. 

Terms not settled although two- 
in all con- 





SUIT UNDER 
ADVISEMENT 


St. Louis, Dec. 22. 
Suit of Fanchon & Marco Enter- 





prises, Inc., to be permitted to exer- 
cise an option to purch se an addi- 
tional 52 per cent of the stock of 
St. Louis Amusement Co., of which 
it now holds 42 per cent, was taken 
under advisement last week by Cir- 
Aa‘on after a 
brief trial in which Harry C. Arthur, 
r., head of F&M here testified. The 
suit is directed against Thomas N. 
Dysart, prez of Chamber of Com- 
merce, and members of the Central 
Properties First Mortsage Bond- 
holders’ Committee, the Ambassador 
Investment Corp. and the Ambassa- 
dor Building Corp. The stock sought 
by F&M consists of 12,431 shares of 
Class A and 13,929 shares of Class B. 

As chief witness Arthur testified 
of various conferences Le held with 
Dysart and others concerning the 
purchase of the Amusement Co’s. 





the | 


the Mes- | 


stock and the reorganization of the 
Central Properties holding which in- 
cluded the Ambassador, Missouri and 
the Grand Central buildings. He 
asserted that the contract permitted 
F&M to purchase the other stock at 


any time. 
| The contention of the defense is 
|; that F&M’s option to purchase the 


stock had been disposed of in the 
Federal court litigation in connec- 
tion with the Central Properties 
Corp. and that the various acts of | 
the trustees in connection with the 
re organization had been approved | 
b:- the Federal court. The defense 
also asserted that the parties and 
issues in the court proceedings were 
not identical and that the plan of 
reorganization of the Central Prop- 
erties Corp., had not en executed 
ated. Wi for 
Dys: Clarence M 
Tur] secretary of the Amusement 
Co., and Thomas L. Farrington and 
| William T. Nardin, directors of the 
es Co. 





as contem } 


defense 


tnesses the 
were 


ley, 


STANLEY C0.’S NET FOR 


YEAR AT $2,953,127) 


Stanley Co 
of Warner 
933,127 for 
1, making 
the August 
ation 


subsid 
was $2.- 


of America 
, net profit 
the year ended jast 
the earned surplu 
date $5,106,410. 
deducted $1,809,693 


Bros 


s as of 
Corpor- 
in divi- 


| dends, paid out during the past fiscal | 
| year. Stanley Co. wrote off $2,540,- 
000 for Federal income and excess | 


oo taxes 


Corporation’s earned surplus on 

| Aug. 30, 1941, was listed as $4.105.- 

971, operations during past fiscal | 

year increasing the earned surpl/us 
more than $1 900.000, 


Balaban Chairmans 


| | Red Cross Drive April 1 


| 


i Barney Balaban will chairman the 

|Red Cross fund drive to be held in 

| theatres throughout the country 
week beginning April 1. 

| He is 


appointing a 


staff of aids in- 
cluding co-chairmen, treasurer, stu- 
dio chairman, exchange chairman, 
| home office chai — and public re- 
| lations chairman. . Peter Rathvon, 
prez of RKO, Bites. the M. P 
| Industry Division for the Red Cross. 


WB’s N.Y. Wershouse 


Warner’ Bros. has 








bought the 


,| seven-story building at 447-49 West 


49th street which formerly was the 
A. L. Erlanger warehouse, paying 
| $34,500 for the property. It will be 
| used by WB for storage of files and 
| other material. 

| Ben Wirth, of the real estate de- 
partment of Warners, and Miles H. 


Alben, attorney, represented the 
company in the deal, while J. P. and 
L. A. Kisling & Co. were the 
broke rs. 





|of ‘Riding High,’ 


| Highway.’ 
| Mi lle is slated to start ‘The Story of 


| paring ‘Rurales,’ 





Aug. | 





| tor 
iprofits to company. 


Distribs Deprecate Small-Town Indie 
Exhibs Short-Sightedness on Buying 





See Sunday Pix (Mebbe) 
For Soldiers’ Benefit 


Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 22. 

With officers from nearby Army 
camps, including.a U. S. Army 
chaplain, recommending the move, 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
has asked the cooperation of the 
Ministerial Association in providing 
Sunday entertainment for soldiers 
visiting in the city. Part of this 
entertainment would include the 
opening of at least one downtown 
theatre for several hours for the 
patronage of soldiers only. 

Sunday pix have been voted down 
here on two different occasions, 
largely due to the efforts of the 
Ministerial Association. It is  be- 
lieved, however, that opposition to a 

Free Sunday movies are provided 
at the Catholic USO Center, but the 
facilities are limited, leaving hun- 
dreds of soldiers to walk the streets 
in search of diversion. 
strictly soldier show can be over- 
come. 


8 STARTERS AT 
PAR IN JAN. 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Eight features go into work at Par- 
amount in January, the heaviest pro- 
duction slate for that month in the 
history of the studio. With its com- 
pleted pictures and its big winter 
and early spring schedule, plus cur- 
rent holdover time on larger produc- 
tions, the company has a release line- 





|up extending to July. 
starting list consists | slump. 


Next month’s 
‘Incendiary Blonde, 
‘Let’s Face It,’ ‘Five Graves to Cairo,’ 
‘Hostages,’ ‘The Good Fellow,’ ‘Henry 
Aldrich Plays Cupid,’ and ‘Alaska 
Meanwhile Cecil B. De 
| Dr. Wassell’ in February and is pre- 
a tale of Mexican 
mounties. 





STOCKTON, CAL., TAX 


IDEA (2c) KAYOED) 


San Dec. 22 


successful in kill- 


Francisco, 


Exhibitors were 


ing the second amusement tax 
measure proposed in northern Cali- 
fornia within recent weeks. 

At the request of the amusement 
interests, the Stockton city council | 
;Squasned an ordinance, after first 
reading, that would have levied a 
|} 2c tax on all amusement tickets 

B. V. Sturdivant, head man here 
for Fox West Coa theatres, led | 
the attack on the measure because | 
F-WC is. principal exhibitor in | 
Stockton. Sturdivant and other reps | 


|} to the city council the proposed tax | 


was discriminatory and would create 


an unfair nardship on one type of 
business 

A graduated iX va recently 
proposed in trans-bay' Berkeley. 
After exhibs told the ty neil 
the levy was inequitable, a ibsti- 
uite néasure Was ad iopted Lo raise 
the needed funds by boosting license 
fees of all types of biz. 

Theatre men here trace the rush 
of amusement tax proposals to a 
speech made at the convention, 


three months ago, 
California Cities, by the San Diego 
city manager, who said the amuse- 
ment tax was working well there. 


of the League of 





Earl Bros. to Operate New 


Magnesium Corp. House 


Boulder, Nev., Dec. 22. 

New 700-seat film house, built by 
Magnesium Corp. in its huge plant, 
will be opened for New Year's day 
by Earl Bros., Arizona exhibs, who 
made the highest bid for its opera- 
tion. Probably only new theatre 
permitted to be built, except those 
within military sites, since WPB re- 
strictions, 

Magnesium plant, largest in world, 
built the theatre and put the lease 
up for open bidding, with the opera- 
returning a percentage of 





lable 





; luncheon 


| ported 
| of the amusement field pointed out | cost will run aproximately $17,000. 


| planned 


| 
| every 
| given 


in 
enough to N. Y. to attend 


than 2,350 gifts, 
its annual Warner Club Xmas party 


Strand, 





salary 
| vice 


the | months or longer, 
alary 





Chicago, Dec. 22. 

Selling in groups of five has 
‘spoiled’ small-town independent ex- 
hibitors because it has brought fre- 
quent visits of salesmen and now 
that these trips must be curtailed, 
because of gasoline rationing, and 
now that curtailment of film produc- 
tion looms, the exhibitors refuse to 
believe the salesmen’s stories and 
think it’s just another case of crying 
‘wolf.’ 

This is the tale of woe being 
poured out by film salesmen work- 
ing out of local exchanges. 

One salesman for a major com- 
pany that sells an entire season's 
product on his last trip into Wiscon- 
sin says he encountered smalltown 
exhibitors who even refused to per- 
mit him to open his book and show 
his wares. They told him they had 
enough pictures and they refused to 
believe that visits of salesmen would 
become increasingly infrequent and 
that the companies would cut down 
the numbers of their releases. 

‘There is no _ stability of mind 
among the smalltown’ exhibitors,’ 
this salesman reported. ‘The war and 
bad business put them in a chaotic 
frame. They can’t foresee’ any 
changes in the industry.’ 

One of the towns in this sales- 
man’s route is cited by him as to 
the effects of gasoline rationing on 
the boxoffice. In this situation, the 
week’s grosses have declined from a 
total of $175 to $50. Unfortunately, 
he pointed out, the gas rationing 
came coincidental with severely cold 
weather, snow and the Christmas 
holiday season, all of which latter 
helped to aggravate its ill effects. 
He thinks that many exhibitors are 
inclined to give rationing an undue 
proportion of the blame for the 


With salesmen here thus far only 
to obtain ‘B’ cards, entitling 
them to eight gallons a week, the 
problem of covering the territory is 
a difficult one, inasmuch as railroad 
and bus service is far from good or 
inclusive. 

A salesman, for example, could 
make Thorpe, Wis., by train in six 
hours, but he could not get out of 
the town until the following day and 
the result of travel by train in this 
instance would mean one call in two 
days and the necessity of passing up 
| four towns along the route. 


MORE XMAS: LARGESSE 


Party In 
Film Cos. 


Lieu of 


Plans 


| Fox’s Family 
Bonus—Other F 
sufficient time 1n 
Governmental 
of a Christ- 
year, 20th-Fox 
stage a large-scale 


pairing of 
to obtain a 
for the payment 
bonus this 
will 


De: 
which 
okay 
mas 
instead 
party for its New York 
employees at the Astor ballroom, 
N. Y., tomorrow (24). With 850 
people being invited and 20th re- 
spending $20 on each, the 


an elaborately- 
entertainment, 
will be 


to 
and 
employee 


addition 

lunch 
20th-Fox 
presents. 
While previously Warner 

U averse one Loew’s-Metro 
Christmas bonuses, ame as 
ye on Friday 


In 


Bros 
paid 

—— 
ear, Paramount (18) 


| shelled out one itself. 


Par 
| eligible 


made its Christmas bonus 
to all employees earning up 
to $75. with a week's salary being 
given, except that for those being 
paid between $50 and $75, the maxi- 
mum received was $50. In addition, 
Par on Friday (18) disbursed its 
regular weekly ‘cost-of-living’ bonus, 
amounting to 10% on the first $100 
of salary and 5% on the second. 
Par is giving a party tomorrow 
(Thursday) to former Parites now 
service. About 50 are near 


No bonuses were paid Friday (18) 


at United Artists, RKO or Colum- 
bia. 

In addition to its bonus a week 
ago, Warner Bros. distributed more 


toys, candy, etc., at 


held Saturday morning (19) at the 
Brooklyn. 
Universal is giving 
bonuses consisting of 
to all employees 


of the corporation 


Christmas 
one week’s 
in the ser- 

for three 
and whose weekly 
is $40 or less. 
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REACHING TO THE SKIES! 





At press time! First 4 days despite YOUR PLEDGE 
| sub-zero cold, top M-G-M’s famed United Nations 
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Argentine Film Industry Assured 
Of Raw Stock From U.S. for Prod. 








+ 

Buenos Aires, Dec. 22 of a play ! De are king 

Argentine fil industry will have out, guring tha ext imme! 
fits requirements of raw stock for| they’!l really cash 1n, Currently 
"43. according to statements made|they’re in the lean stripe stage but 
here by Dr. Augusto Rodriguez Lar- | a few Americans whose té nks have 
reta, Argentii attorney, just re-/run low are inning across the 
turned from Washi ygton border to replenish. They've got to 


a leading 


Dr. Larreta, member of 





local Jaw firm, was clippered to the | 
States on behalf of Asociacion Pro- 
ductora Peliculas Argentinas ‘(Pro- 
ducers Association), whose membe rs | 
felt their normal requests for stock | 
might be sidetracked, causing a| 


shutdown of i! which employs 
an estimated 

Larreta, as 
press, claims his 
greatest success. He told 
men that Argentine producers— 
largest film group in Latin America 
—require approximately 40,000,000 
meters of raw film obtainable only 
from the States, and that shipments | 
pended for the last two 
lack of necessary 


dustry 
10,000 
quoted in 
appeal 


local 


persons. 
the local 
the | 


news- 


nat 
met 


had been S81 
Inv 
export 


iths due to the 
permits. 

Larreta said that unon arriving in 
States he studied the situation and 
found that deliveries have _ been 
reduced 35%. Of the remaining 65%, 
Hollywood producers receive only 
two-thirds, rest being allotted to 
military and documentary picts, add- 
ing: 

‘Such difficulties for the U. S. pro- 
ducers themselves increased my task. 
I had to set forth in detail to the 
high officials of the government who 
are in charge of distribution, exact 


figures on the situation of our in- 
dustry. At the close of these con- 
ferences I found in them a spirit 


of complete : jerstanding. But the 
successful outcome of my mission 
depended, above all, on the political 
vision of the officials of the State 
Department and of the Office of the | 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs, with whom I had an opportu- 
nity to speak. | 

‘They could have answered my 
plea with the sound argument that 
virgin film which the United States 
can spare abroad should logically 
be allotted to United Nations. But 
the State Department offcials, and 
particularly Mr. Sumner Welles, ex- 
pressed their desire that Argentina 
and the Argentine people not be 
excluded from an economic order 
of which, for many _ reasons, it 
should form a part. In addition 
these leaders held in esteem and 
desire to stimulate our motion pic- 





ture production the pro-democratic | 
trend of which is well known to 
them.’ 





See Vacationer _- 


Biz in Canada OK 
In 43 Via Yanks 


Detroit, Dec. 22. 


The once pleasant—and profitable | 





|} Was 


| probably will bring it back only to 
| around normal. 


| that 
|various services in camp or on leave 


spend enough time to make the 
tourist permit look good, and so the 


Canadian clubs are catching that 


| 
| 


trade, | 


The only factor which might hurt) 
the anticipated Canadian gas-liquor | 
bonanza is the new wartime tem-! 
perance program put out by Ottawa 
which reduced quantity of 
spirits for sale by 30° wine by 20% 
and beer by 10%. However, the cut} 
based on the inflated wartime | 
Canada and the 


the 


slash |} 


drinking in 


Service Men Pave 
Way for Sunday 
Films in Canada 


Toronto, Dec. 22. 
Backed by concerted public opin- 
ion, as opposed to the moralistic ar- 
the Lord’s Day Alli- 
spokesmen in Canada, the 





vuments of 
ance 


throwing open of picture houses 


across Canada to troops in training 


imminent in view of the fact 


the 


seems 


men and women of the 


have nowhere to go of a Sabbath 
evening. 

The Lord’s Day Act forbids pix 
showings on Sunday, but the Daugh- 
ters of the Empire, equivalent of the 
D. A. R. in America, has just wired 
a unanimously-carried resolution to 
the prime minister that ‘in view of 
the tremendous needs in centers ad- 
jacent to military camps, some mode 
of entertainment on Sunday for men 
and women of the services should 


' Sunday 





be provided and that the Federal 
Government be asked to remove | 


such obstacles (the regulations of | 
the Lord’s Day Act) in connection | 
with the opening of motion picture 


and that these | 
and women in 


theatres on Sunday, 
be available to men 
uniform.’ 


In Toronto, where the lead for 
Sunday amusements is being 1 
J. R. Johnston, executive secretary 
of the Citizens’ Committee for 
Troops in Training savs that. here, 


| 8,000 


tertainment for troops in training 
camps on leave on Sundays, or with- 
in a hundred miles of these camps. 
He says: ‘We have no wish what- 
ever to interfere with the churches’ 
Sunday morning and evening serv- 
ices, but we do feel that motion pic- 
ture entertainment could suitably fill 
the bill without interfering with the 
Lord’s Day Act. There are several 
thousand troops in Toronto every 
Sunday who are away from 
friends and who, after strenuous 
training periods, really need a mo- 


tion picture show for purposes of 
relaxation. 

‘The Daughters of the Empire, 
whose membership includes thou- 


sands and thousands of church mem- 
bers from coast to coast, have passed 
a resolution urging the Dominion 
Government to remove all obstacles 
to men and women in uniform being 
allowed to see movies on Sunday. 
With winter here and outdoor sports 
and entertainment nil, the need for 
movies is absolutely im- 
perative.’ 





COLBERT-‘STORY’ SOCK 
$9,300, B.A. PACE-SETTER. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 

Despite rising thermometer, biz is 
fairly strong at B.A. first-runners 
this week. ‘Palm Beach Story’ (Par) 
is doing a sock 37,000 pesos (about 
$9.300) at the Opera, while ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (MG) in its fourth week at 
the Rex, holds its strong pace with 
30,000. (About $7,300). 

Other estimates for this week, all 
given in Argentine pesos, currently 
at about 27¢c U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 


(1400; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Guerra Gaucha’ 
(AAA, Arg. made). Still packing 
them in, with an estimated 22,000 


the second week after a S.R.O. 
43.000 on the onening six days. 
Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50). ‘To 
Be Or Not To Be’ (UA)). Solid 9,000 
for third week. Last week, o.k. 11,000 
on second week, after sock 25,000 on 


for 


opening sesh. Also running at the} 
Suipacha 
Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lau- 


taret) (3.350; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver’ (MG). 30,000 for the fourth 
week, still busting records. Last 
week, 35,000 following 80,000 opener 
and 47,000 repeat. 


Ocean ‘Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 


2.00: 1.50). ‘Rehenes Heroicos | 
(Radiolux, French made). Fairish} 
9,000 for second week of this pre- 


Vichy Parisian, after 16,000 opener. | 


Normandie (Lococo) (2.00; 1.50), 
‘No Greater Sin’ (UA). Not much 
interest in this kind of exploitation 
pict, with resulting weak 6,500. Last 
week. ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par), n.s.h. 
for second week after o.k 
15,000 on opener, 

& Cavallo) 


Casa de los 


Broadway (‘Lautaret 
(2.863) (2.50: 2,00). ‘La 


Villone (EFA, Arg. made). Fair! 
7,000 on second week for this local 
comedy. Last week, so-so 14,000. 


Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 2.50). 


his group has been catering to the | 

entertainment needs of 50,000 men! ‘To Be Or Not To Be’ (UA). Hold- 
and that there is ample opportunity | ing up well with 8,500 on the third 
to observe the lack of suitable en- week, after 9,000 previously. 


Under Govt.'s War Work Classification 





| ity; ‘D’ no 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


i 
}of no 


| charge, 


| helpless 


| being thrust. 


Canadian Showfolk Get Low Priority 


oper: of the compulsory mili 
y araft. 
The gradings are: ‘A’ top prior- 
ty; ‘B’ high priority; ‘C’ low prior- 


priority. 


Priority of jobs in industry, agri- 
culture, fishing, lumbering, and some 
Civilian services has been _ sub- 
divided, with some of them ranging 
between ‘A’ and ‘D.’ 

The fact that theatres have been 


;}a@ Major source of supplying aid in 


boosting War Loans without any 
and in helping morale by 
exploiting of war pictures, will be 
count in protesting the more 
position in which they are 


ushers for 


\ men, which is becom- 
ing more frequent throughout the 
y, is entirely a solution since 


ese girls who must in the nature 


of the employment be personable 
anda intelligent, are for those rea- 
;}<Ons the more liable to draft, since 

they are in low ‘C’ priority. 
Selective Service staffs state they 
have been advised that ‘good com- 
mon sense’ applied to the particulai 
circumstances existing in each case 
be the best guide.’ That's the 

( tneatre 


——Sysiem of folks flowing back and} 
forth across the American-Canadian | 
ranor h : 1 Ps : 
border here looking for fun is just | 
a trickle of trade these davs How _| - — 
>t }, . y | 
eve = Vv C ne XT 7 i line I cr me < f | 
. . Nn + 
the ew Cc: aGiar 331) nent on We eal Te »»> 
arinking for the duration sn’t too Revised list: of I orities, re- 
arast'< ] bablv see ; : — . 
ee probably see a good| garded as ecret and confidential, 
yonanza ad € earhy Canadian | 
rp’ _ana 20 | go ou it Selecti » & fT 
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fill up their « and the alerms jinto the hands of a newspaper re- | 
As soon as gas rath eae Yat na porter last week and as bee 
Pah An . Ss * given the green light for big-type 
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aE segs + 7,, +, - | publicity across the Dominion. 
Wits who recalled one could go right 4 , } 
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te} janners instantly si th; atin omnes eae , 
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Substitution of women | 











Continued 





ids, Ia. Following a training pe- 
lriod, the gals will be assigned to the 
'Photographic Unit near Washington, 
iD. ©, 





Pitt Contingent Grows 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 

| Bob Fiske, former p.a., promoted 
| from second to first lieut. in air 
‘corps and transferred from Rapid 


City, S. D., to Atherton, Neb. 
Richard Danver Rago, stepson of 
Charlie Danver, Post-Gazette col- 
umnist, army air corps. 
F. A. (Dinty>) Moore, Jr., son of 





WB exchange manager, into naval 
officers’ training, Coumbia, U. 

Lew Heller, brother of Little 
Jackie Heller, has received his ser- 
geant’s stripes at Eglin Field, Fla. 

George Sedar, of WCAE. staff, 
army air corps. 

Eddie Cassidy, cafe singer, ma- 
rines. 

Karl Eagle, son of Charlie Eagle, 
Stanley manager, appointed to offi- 
cers’ candidate school, Fort Knox, 
Ky 
Lee Satori, manager of Beacon 


| theatre, army. 


| €. L. Dortic, I], son of WB sales- 
man, army air corps. 

Millard Green, son of David 
Green, owner of Beacon theatre, 
merchant marine. 





Frisco Marches On 
San Francisco, Dec. 22. 

Al Scigliano, one of partners in 
Flamingo nitery, Army. 

Dick Newray, formerly of Domino 
| Club, at Camp Roberts, Ark. 
| Danny Wilson left Slapsie Maxie’s 
nitery for the Marines. 

Seattle Contingent 
Seattle, Dec. 22. 
| Glen Scholene, Times’ theatre 
man, Army. 

Jerry O'Connor, 
Evergreen theatre, 
| Army. 

Bob Lang, former assistant-mgr. of 
Hall (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
Signal Corps in Alaska. 
Philly’s Latest Crop 

Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Jay Faraghan, KYW announcer, U. 
S. Army Air Forces. 

Irene Skilton, assistant in head- 
quarters auditing department, West- 
inghouse Radio Stations, Inc., Wom- 
en’s Army Auxiliary Corps. 

Clara Lausterer, member of KYW 
women’s. program department, 
WAACS 

Jim McCann, 
been tapped 








manager of 
Eugene, Ore., 


| Music 


with the 


ex-K YW announcer, 
has for officers train- 
ing 

David McCarthy, former Record 
| staffer, commissioned second lieu- 
tenant U. S. Coast Artillery. 
Warshaw, manager of Frank- 
George Balkin, 
Army. 


Al- 
Nat 


ford’s; manager oO 
Stanle ¥ >» 


WB Girls’ Chatter Bulletin 

The first issue of the Women’s Club 
Bulletin, put out by the Warner 
Club-Girls’ 
| by Madeline Goldberg, of Mort Blu- 
menstock’s advertising-publicity de- 
partment at the home office, was 
mailed last week to former WB 
|sent once in the service. It is to be 
| 


sent once monthly. Initial issue con- 
gossip and chatter about va- 
h.o. Warner departments as 
items about former Warner- 
uniform. 


tains 
| rious 
| well as 
{ites who are now in 
Aide 
Mayer, district manager 
of Loew’s theatres in Brooklyn, N. 
Y., has been commissioned a Ist 
lieut. in the Army and assigned to 
a special service branch. Mayer was 


Larw’'s Cammissionred 


Seymou 


tendered a dinner at Hotel New 
Yorker by Loew associates and 
friends Thursday night (17). His suc- 


cessor not chosen as yet. 

Sidney Piermont, ex-Loew book- 
er in N. Y. office, has been com- 
missioned a captain in the Regular 
Army and assigned to special serv- 
ice work with the Seventh Service 


|Command. He’s headquartered in 
| Omaha. 

Arthur Weinberg, son of Lou 
| Weinberg, Columbia sales exec, to 


{Parris Island, S. C., for training as 
a marine. Weinberg took his B.A. 
at Yale and also studied at Harvard 
Law Schoo], 

Alan Williams, chief announcer, 
|WMCA, Civilian Air Training Corps 
on Jan. 1. 
| Jack Gilford, comie currently at 
| the Strand theatre, N. Y., took a 
physical at 


ay 


iN Y) nauction center yesterday 
(Tuesday ). He has two brothers 1 


r Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


Grand Central Palace | 





from page 4 





Army. Will be inducted in Tulsa, 
Okla. 
Jack Carter, m.c., Army. 


Jack Ray, m.c., Army. 


News for Axis 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 
Glenn Ford, screen actor, Marines, 
Carl Burrowes, film booker, Navy, 
Will Price, film director, Marines, 
Clayton Post, radio actor, Army, 
Gene Mako, screen actor and for- 

mer tennis champion, Navy. 


Bad 


Maurice King, film _ producer, 
Marines. 
William Wright, screen actor, 
Army. 


Phil Berg, talent agent, Navy. 

Robert Rothafel, theatre manager, 
Marines, 

Terry Stefanich, 
agent, Navy. 

Charlie Rhodes, fan mag photog- 
rapher, Signal Corps. 

Bob Wills, film cowboy, Army. 


studio press 


Reevis Robinson, studio technician, 
Marines. 

Jim Davis, screen actor, Coast 
Guard, 

John Waters, film director, Signal 
Corps. . 


Max Baer, screen actor and fore 
mer pugilist, Army Air Corps, 

Jackie Cooper, screen actor, Naval 
Reserve. 

voe Allen, Jr., screen actor, Army 
Air Force. 

Gene Garrick, screen actor, Army 
Medical Corps. 

Bud McTaggart, 
Coast. 

Viola Toles and Peggy Kurtz, stu- 
dio secretaries, WAACs. 


film cowboy, 


Action in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Dec. 22. 
Harry Deitz, Shea’s Buffalo stage 
crew, Army, back as member of 
military police. 
Mark Meyers, former member of 
Star, Tonawanda, now at Ft. Eustis, 


Va. 
Barney Drees, Greyhound Film 
Lab, baek after several weeks at 


Wright Field, Dayton, O. 
Angelo Abramo, Greyhound Film 
and Telenews, Marine Corps. 


2 from San Anton Go 


San Antonio, Dec. 22. 
Richard D. Wick, chief of service 
at Majestic, and Leo G. Kuentz, as- 
sistant manager Aztec, Merchant 
Marine. 


Hyams Bros. Sell 


5 Theatres For 
$2,000,000 in Eng. 


London, Dee. 22. 





Hyams Brothers have disposed of 
|their two Troxy theatres and the 
State in Kilburn to Gaumont-Brit- 
ish. Disposal comprises their half 


| interest in debenture shares, with G- 
|B already owning the other half. Un- 
|derstood that Gaumont-British paid 
| about $650,000. 

The Hyamscs also have suid 
right their Metropole and Victoria 
houses to the Odeon circuit for 
around $1,350,000 The brothers, 
after these dispositions, will concen- 
[trate on” BbUsdinw “ths - Heh 
vaudeville circuit in addition to 
erating their two theatres in Croydon 
and Ilford. 

Gaumont-British is 
Tivoli picture 
year. This is the house which was 
badly damaged by a Nazi blitz about 
tw years ago, and has been closed 
ever since. 


957% YANK PIX INTO 
BRITISH WEST INDIES 


Washington, Dec. 22. 
United States furnishes 95‘ of all 
motion pictures shown in Jamaica, 
British West Indies, the Department 


out- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


own 


oOD- 


reopening its 


theatre early next 





|}of Commerce has just announced. 
| From 375 to 400 feature films are 
} required annually. 

| While censorship rules are com- 
paratively lenient, the department 
said, pictures depicting gangster 


types are seldom approved and the 
the deletion of 


white persons are 


} 


censors usually ordei 


cenes in which 
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Offcial U.S. Blacklist on Argentine | 


| 
| 


Exhibs-Distributors Released in B.A. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 
Local film trade papers during the 
+ week have carried first compila- 


0 $ . . 

on of theatre exhibs and distribs 
now included on the U. S. blacklist. 
Lineup indicated that while there 


are more pict industry firms on the 
list in Argentina than in any other 
Latin American country, total _is 
comparatively small considering size 
of the industry and fact that Argen- 
tina is one of the two Latin coun- 
tries still maintaining relations with 
the Axis. 

Local compilation was made up 
here by editors of pro-democratic 
trade papers to facilitate knowledge 
of the list. Official list is published 
from time to time in Washington and 


| 





now totals 7,949 persons and firms, | 


with 22 pages devoted to Argentina 
alone. As a result, many in the | 
trade are frequently at a loss to 


know who is on and who isn’t. Com- 
pilation which merely consists of an 
of 


extract of the official report is 
considerable assistance, 
Although nothing is mentioned 


officially as to reasons for listing, it 
is generally known in the industry 
that majority of theatres included 
are houses that have shown Axis 
propaganda. Most of the distribs in- 
cluded are handlers of Berlin, Rome 
and Tokyo foctage. 

U. S. list is practically identical 
with that of the British list. Amer- 
icans and British are automatically 
prohibited from engaging in any 
kind of business with those cited and 
same applies to citizens of other 
United Nations. Argentines can do 
biz with listed firms and ‘entities but 
if they do and are warned they, too, 
are subject to public branding as 
enemies of the U. S. 


takes no official stand 
on the list but other hemisphere 
countries, such as Brazil and Mex- 
ico, which have declared war against 
Axis, automatically take own steps 
against their nationals trading with 
the enemy. 
Below is 
cally. 
Distributors: Hans 
Argentina, Lavalle 2057, Buenos 
Aires; Bonomo Film, Lavalle 1977, 
Buenos Aires; Francisco Bonomo, 
Lavalle 1977, Buenos Aires; Nicolas 
E. Di Fiore, Corrientes 565, Buenos 
Aires; Jose Giacompoli, Cangallo 
1570, Buenos Aires; Organizacion 
Cinematografica Argentina, Rodri- 
gues Pena 190 y Cangallo 439, Buenos 
Aires; Antonio y Joaquin Pascazzi, 
Laprida 888, Rosario; Julio Leporace, 
Bahia Blanca; Amilear Ranieri, La- 
valle 1977, Buenos Aires: Juan Lo- 
pez Rojas, Corrientes 565, Buenos 
Aires; Cia Argentina —Universans 
Film Aktiengesellschaft—, Lavalle 
2057, Buenos Aires; Tiberia Film, 
Lavalle 1977, Buenos Aires. 
Cinemas: Cine Alvear. E 


Argentina 


the list as printed lo- 


Biester, Ufa 


nNaraldas 
MGraiGa 








Firth Shephard Clarified 


London, Nov. 26. | 

Editor, ‘Variety’: 
The statement which appeared | 
Aug. 5 that the Board of Trade had | 
proceeded against Firth Shephard. | 
alleging that he used more material | 
than permitted under rationing law | 
in his show, ‘Fine and Dandy’, at | 
the Saville theatre, is incorrect. The 
further Sept. 23 that 
Firth not 
this 


statement on 
Shephard is 
incorrect. 

The facts Firth Shephard is 
the of ‘Fine and 
Dandy’ at the Saville, and no pro- 
have been 
him in con- 
or any of 


managing 
show is also 
are: 
sole presenter 
ceedings of 
brought 
nection 


any kind 
against either 
with this show 
the other three which he is pre- 
senting in London or the Saville 
theatre. 

Ashby, Rogers & Fournier. 


LEY HINTED 
AS LAWRENCE 
SUCCESSOR 


With formal of 
Laudy Lawrence as foreign manager 
for 20th-Fox be 


nounced momentarily, chief interest | 





the resignation 


expected to an- 





this week in the trade centers is 
his possible succ2ssor, expected to | 
| be chosen from the ranks. While 


9 7 
320, Buenos Aires. Empresario: Eiso | 
Chiesa y Jose Andres Grieco: Teatro 


American Palace, Cordoba 
Aires; Teatro Association 
Patriotica Italiana. Blandengues 225, 
Bahia Blanca; Cine Belgrano, calle 
San Martin y San Juan. Rosario; 
Teatro Cineac, Corrientes 565, Bue- 
Misiones. Empresario: Jorge Kirch- 
ner; Cine Germania, Eldorado, Mis- 
iones. Empresario: Gerardo Bebion: 
Teatro Marconi Rivadavia 2330, Bue- 
— Aires; Gran Cine Mitre. Barto- 
some Mitre 1332, Buenos Aires: Cine 
Teatro San Martin, Esmeralda: 25 


Zui, 


agg Aires; Teatro Villa Allende, 
Illa Rw . : 
= «haseniGe, provincia de Cordoba: 


Edgardo Racca, calle San 


©an Juan, Rosario 


Martin v 


1785, | 


| director, 


Companies: Agfa Argentina doc- 
tor Kurt Oppenheim y Cia Ber- 
nardo de Irigoven 653, Buenos Aires: 
Talleres Fotograbados “Ei Lucero” 
Talleres Fotograbados ‘Ei Lucero’ 
S.R.L., Piedras 346, Buenos Aires; 
Radio Pietro, Broadcasting L.S.2. | 
eed 1356, Buenos Aires; Siemens- 
chuckert S.A., Cia. Platense du 
lectridad. Avenida de Mayo 869, 


iene Aires; Laboratorios Biassotti. 
ampichuelo 555. 


Schless, Keyser Return 
From Mex ‘Dandy’ Preem 


Pl Mi —o Warners’ foreign 
foreien aden; coy R- Keyser, 
a Sn ad-publicity manager. are 
(Wedners in New York today 
where — from Mexico City, 
Workin l€y spent several weeks 

‘ing on the special Mexico 


Preem of ‘YVant : 
, Of ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 
Ai] Opens in Mexico City early 


1 under government au 


: lata - | pected early 
nos Aires; Teatro Eldorado, Eldorado, | 


Lawrence has not been in his office 
at 20th-Fox N. Y. headquarters for 


some time now, matter of settling 


his two-year pact and naming a new 


foreign sales chief apparently are 


delaying actua. announcement. 





Fact that F. L. Harley, veteran in 
20th-Fox foreign organization and 
well-liked in Great Britain, where 
he is now managing director, is due 
in from London probably this week, | 
is linked to the new appointment. 
But it’s denied t 20th-Fox home- 
office that any new foreign manager 
has been chosen. Harley had been 


originally 


} + at 
DUT al 


mentioned 
named 


prominently 


before Lawrence was 


that time 20th-Fox British director 
was suffering from an eye ailment 
which it is believed precluded him 
from taking a heavier task. That 
was about a year ago. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox topper 
and Irving Maas, assistant foreign 
manager, have left N. Y. for Wash- 


ington. but it’s not known definitely 
if their trip is tied up with the ex- 
arrival in the Capital 
Reported in N. Y. that 


of Harley 


20th-Fox is anxious to achieve an 
early nealing of any continuing an- 
tagonism still existing between thé 
company and the Cinematograph 
Bach shitay A = Rrit h awhih ”< 
BsAthitsievis 410 bins BAL abi Oaa 4 NM aaaa “a 
ociation. 
Resentment aroused during Law 
° rm 4 . ? 
rerice Di ivaiii Se€vVCiais 


months ago, which ultimately led to 


an outright boycott by the CEA, is 
understood to be back of the de- 
e on to change forel mal e! 
At the time the way the ne' ale 


mainly on Sunday playdate 
was handled in Gt. Britain annoye 
the homeoffice. Efforts to get rid of 
R. S. Dawes, 20th-Fox Britain 
while Lawrence was in 
also was resented in N. Y 


policy, 


sales 


London, 
it is understood. 

FE. Lapinere. who was an ad- 
publicity man to Lawrence while he 
was in Paris European manager 
for Metro, left 20th-Fox the 


as 


over 


weekend. He had been installed by 
Lawrence as ad-p.blicity consultant 
There were rumblings in N. Y. over 
other shifts the then 20tI -Fox for- 
eign manager contemplated or at- 
tempted prior to trip to England 
last summer, with the home office 
visibly annoyed 
Maas and B Miggins have been 
t t lé 








Just Back from London 


For the OWl 
Edward G. Robinson 
Writes About 


English As She Is NOT 
Spoken in England 


an Added Feature in 
‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











| made, the Argentine captain would 
| be able to prove conclusively that | 


| indication as to 


Argentine Lifts 
Regulations (n 


American Pix 





Series of regulations which in ef- | 
fect would have forced U.S. film | 
companies to submit all pictures to 
pre-censorship lest they offend Nazi 
sensibilities, before shipment on 
boats of the Argentine State Mer- 
chant Marine has been lifted. it’s 
reported this week in New York. 

As originally explained to Buenos 
Aires representatives, okays would 
have had to be obtained in Argen- 
tina for all shipments and, to get 
these, companies would have had to 
submit copies of scripts plus stills 
for examination by Argentine of- 
ficials. 


| 
| 


Although nothing was put in writ- 
ing, Argentine State Merchant 
Marine Office let it be known that 
they wanted to be sure that if boats 
carrying film were stopped by Nazi 
subs and a look at the manifest 


his ship was carrying nothing to 
offend the heilers. 
U.S. companies brought the mat- 


ter to the attention of American | 
officials and asked ‘How come?’ Em- | 
barrassed by the leakage of the | 
facts, Argentines backed down and} 
announced that rules would no 
| longer hold although permits for 


shipment of films from New Orleans 
to B.A. would still be required, 
these being obtainable only in 
Buenos Aires. Subsequently this 
rule was also lifted and henceforth, 

is announced, permits will be 
granted in the States. 

For some months, few U.S. ships | 


| have been calling at B.A. since the 


refusal to 
resulted in 


Government's 
the Axis has 
thoaiuiaoh tir 


ra ) 
miOuURl Ulla 


Argentine 
break with 
a definite, lounced 

by Washington that materials 
the U.S. must go principally 


tr those T atin 


announced nol 
ne , poi 


icy 
from 
Ameérican ‘good 
shown their 
been that 
Argentine | 


have 
has 


who 
Result 
most shipments to the 
have to be carried on Argentine 
boats, and the Casa Rosada—Argen- 
tine’s White House—has put in 
own rules governing what will and 
won't carry. 


neighbors’ 


olidarity. 


its 





REACHI HEADS MEX PIC GROUP 
Mexico City, Dec 
president of 
elected ch 
= 


15 
-achi, Po a 
has 


the Assn. of 


of Mexican 


been 
Producers ar 


Motior 


800,000 Rentals From New Zealand, 


| Duquesa Alga (Mrs. Jose Bohr, wife 


London Legit Biz Takes a Tumble; 
Shephard, Dreyfus Team on ‘Arsenic 





| Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 22. 


‘Aren’t Men Beasts,’ Garrick. 
‘Belle of N. Y.’ Coliseum. 

‘Best Bib & Tucker,’ Palladium. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Duchess. 

‘Claudia,’ St. Martin’s. 

‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphia. 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Haymarket. 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ Majesty’s. 
‘Flare Path,’ Apollo. 

‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 

‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 

‘Get Load of This,’ Wales. 
‘Happened in September,’ St James. 
‘Holy Esle,’ Arts Theatre Club. 
‘House of Jeffreys,’ Playhouse. 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Little Foxes,’ Piccadilly. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy 
‘Men in Shadow,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Mixed Relatiens,’ Ambassador. 
‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy 
‘Old Town Hall,’ Winte: Garden. 
‘Petrified Forest,’ Globe. 

‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 

‘Waltz Without End,’ Cambridge. 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 
‘Venus Comes to Town,’ Whitehall. 


FULLER IN DEAL 
WITH WB FOR 
10 FILMS 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 

Sir Ben Fuller has made a deal 
with Warners covering a group of 
10 features, topped by ‘They Died 
With Their Boots On,’ for Fuller’s 
ace theatres in Melbourne Adelaide 
and Perth. Warners, unable to final- 
ize a deal with the Hoyts circuit, 











pacted one with Fuller instead. War- 
ners had made 10-picture deals with | 
Hoyts previously rather than a full- | 
year’s contract. 

No Fuller arrangement has been 
made covering Sydney, where Fuller 
has no big theatre. It is believed 
that Warners soon will arrange some 
local release medium. Company has 
had product piling up for some weeks 
because it’s been waiting to spot 
first-run product here. 

The deal with Fuller 
up neighborhood outlets. 
picture arrangement 
expected that 
will get 


now opens | 
If the 10- 
pans out, it is | 
Warners and Fuller | 


New Mex Pic Producer 


Mexico City, Dec. 15. 

A new film producer here is 
Fspectaculos Americas Unidas, under 
he presidency of Jose Reynoso and 
the management of A. Oliver. 


of the Argentinian stage-screen-radio 
who has produced on her |} 
in charge of the new com- 
production and artistic de- 
partment 
Company has 
tarte! 





actor), 
Wh. 38 
panys 


pencilled two 


| 
pro- | 
First goes into | 
1943. Miss Olga 


cripted both | 


auction a a 


production early in 


India Unfrozen by U. S. Film Firms 


Agreement to unfreeze frozen U.S 


coin amounting to $1.800,000 
heretofore held in New Zealand and 


about 


India has been reached, word of 
promise to unfreeze this money 
being received by the Hays office 
last Wednesday (16). New Zealand | 


i] around $1,400.000 covering 
U. S. major 


rer 


distributor revenue held 


n that country as result of freezi: 
over a period of three or four years 
It applies to money frozen there up 
until the end of this year, with no 


what 


the new ar- 


rangement on rental revenue will be 

; ‘ > 
in the year starting Jal 1, 1943 
his still is being negotiated 


f re? 


paratively big market, the amount is 
1] 


+ 


small because it covers only about a 
year of freezing India originally | 
restricted the amount of U. S. film | 
imports but subsequently (about a| 
year ago) decided to freeze 50° of 


American revenue. 
No word h: received regard- 


is peen 


ng what action Australia will take 
yn the coin-freeze. Expected that} 
»wards of $7,000,000 might be un-| 


, | 
in Aussie by next February if | 


Australian government Officials 
to follow Great Britain, New 
Zealand and India in remitting the 


ree 
agrees 


money. Australia thus far has held | 
yut against releasing this large sum 
p ea de of cooperation 
lod vy the Amer a7 6Ilm rh. 


By JOSHUA LOWE 


London, Nov. 19. 

Legit biz has taken a tumble, not 
only in the West End, but also in the 
sticks. 

Reason for the falling off is ene 
tirely attributed to lack of transport 
facilities, which is especially notice- 
able these days. Very few shows in 
the West End are making money, 
with several to fold shortly. 

Biggest surprise is George Black's 
‘No Orchids For Miss_ Blandish,’ 
which opened as smasheroo, at the 
Prince of Wales, with trade predict- 
ing year’s run. Show was switched 
over, after four months, to the Lyric, 
and barely lasted three weeks. Was 
never below $10,000 in former house, 
while at latter spot, it barely ex- 
ceeded $6,000. 


But with all the present uncer- 
tainties, new ones are always ready 
to replace the old ones. 

Biggest certainty to make its ap- 
pearance is the Broadway click, 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ for which 
practically every London manage- 
ment was bidding, with Firth Shep- 
hard acquiring it. He is producing 
it it in conjunction with Louis Drey- 
fus, and is readying a cast, with 
Naunton, Wayne and Lilian Braith- 
waite already signed for leads. Show 
goes into the Strand theatre early 
next year. 

Another American show soon to 
be staged is ‘Chain Mail,’ which is 
being sponsored by A. Dubens, the 
theatrical costumer, who has found a 
backer. 


‘Petrified Forest’ Is 
Click in London Bow 


London, Dec. 22. 

‘Petrified Forest’, the Robert Sher- 
wood play in which Leslie Howard, 
Humphrey Bogart and Peggy Conklin 
appeared on Broadway some years 
ago, came into the Globe on Dec. 
16. Indications are that it will dupli- 
cate its American success. Produc- 
tion was splendidly received. 

‘House of Jeffreys’, which opened 


at the Playhouse on Dec. 15, looks 
like a hopeless entry. It’s a play 
about a woman missionary who 
spent 30 years among cannibals, 
thereby acquiring a homicidal 
mania. 

New entry at St. James theafre, 
is ‘It Happened in September,” a 
war play which opened Dec. 10. 
Play’s chances look slim. 

‘Holy Isle.” by James Bridie, 
which opened at the Arts Theatre 
|Club on Dec. 11, is a clever satire, 
but apparently uncommercial. It 
may make a good noveity for the 
| Theatre Guild and other such Or- 


| ganizations in the States. 


PAR FOREIGN EXECS IN 


N. Y. FOR HOLIDAYS 


The numerous Paramount foreign 

managers converging on New York 
in the past week resulted in vari- 
} ous report regarding new assign- 
iments and re-shuffling of staffs. As 
!a matter of fact, most of the Par 
foreign executives are in N. Y. on 
their way to visit their families in 
U.S. for the year-end holidays 

This is true of Fred Lange, who 
arrived fram Cuba early last week, 


| It also applies to David Rose, manag- 
| ing 


director in Great Britain, and 
John Ojerholm, head of Paris 
Olympic laboratory London. 
Rose and Ojerholm also are in for 
important huddle with John W. 
Hicks, Jr., foreign sales chief. The 
British foreign chief will look at 
latest product while he is on the 
Coast and probably settle vital 
sales policies 


Other Paramount foreign officials 


in town last week were A. L. Prat- 
chett, Latin-American sales chief 
(excepting for Brazil, Argentine 


and Uruguay), and Robert Graham, 


| manager in Mexico, who came north 


"Ith nim 
fh dhalti 


Mex Writers Flourish 
Mexico City, Dec. 22. 
Mexican Authors Union, composed 
of dramatists, scenarists and radio 
writers, reported a flourishing con- 
dition in its annual statement—$5,000 


(Mex) on hand and no debts and a 
ibrary of 6.000 volume (Balance is 
t #4 ahoit ¢7 200 n rT _ 
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RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


2-COLOR FULL-PAGE ADS in Life - Look - Collier's - Cosmopolitan - Redbook - Gaod House- 
\ | ppe-so keeping - Scholastic and Parents’ Magazine. 


Ost WDEL YEAR! UNPRECEDENTED NATIONAL PUBLICITY including feature story by Quentin Reynolds in 
wt \3 Collier's - special article by Alexander Woollcott in Good Housekeeping - 5 pages in Life - and big 
editorial breaks in Cosmopolitan, Look, Redbook, McCall’s, Ladies’ Home Journal, Liberty, Vogue, 





eutes canons Harper's Bazaar, Town & Country, Parents’ Magazine, Country Gentleman and The Family Circle! 
ta 00 tr 
jam. 20th, 1943 
















n he is the 
ag?! ue 
a rd proves jbinders! 
. \ Noel om Man of the * “ _£d Sulliven 
orl’ 
f the 
The mos! gripping pictur aero w Sobel 
“The 
































rl 
| 
i 





Wednesday, December 23, 


1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 2 





—— 














Continued 











never met Miss Francis, Tem- 
peramentally, all seemed at cross- 
purposes. Few in the trade could 
comprehend how such a package 
could serve a semblance of balanced 
entertainment. 

But ask the thousands of Ameri- 
can soldiers who have seen and 
cheered them; ask the hordes of 
soldiers and civilians, in England 
and the Middle East, who heard them 
by long and shortwave radio in a 
memorable broadcast by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. Yes, you might 
even ask the Queen of England and 
the two princesses. They, too, saw 
the girls and warmly applauded 


them. 


had 


The start of their tour was Oct. 31 | 


and that must now be a hazy mem- 
ory to the girls, so much has hap- 
pened since. That’s also partially 
true of Abe Lastfogel, president of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., who took 
the girls over and preceded them 
back, returning to New York last 
week. Lastfogel has to reach a little 
to remember the early fine details; 
it’s only natural considering his more 
comprehensive purpose for making 


Femme Task Force 


from page 1 


house dance some _ sgoldiers had 
themselves organized. These boys 
had felt pretty badly about the un- 
scheduled ‘opposition’ from the girls, 
so the girls brought their opposition 
over and everybody was happy 

It was perhaps at this dance, when 
they mingled among the soldiers, 
that the girls got their first inkling 
of the morale value of their per- 
fume. This is also a tipoff to all the 
other American femme entertainers 
who will be going abroad to enter- 
tain American soldiers—the boys 
like the odor of perfume on women. 
It reminds them of their girls and 
wives. sisters and mothers back 
home. They said so. Result, the 


Landis decided not to squander the 
little perfume they had _ brought 
with them, but to use it only just 
before playing a show. 

For military reasons, it cannot be 
stated how long in actual transit it 
took the girls to get from the U. S. 
to England. They traveled by Clip- 
per, nearly always at night, and by 
the time they landed in England on 
a Tuesday night, they had touched 








Material ‘In Best of Taste’ 





There had been some question, 


prior to the Nov. 28 performances 


by Kay Francis, Martha Raye, Carole Landis and Mitzi Mayfair for 
the Queen of England and the two Princesses, that a couple of jokes 


in Miss Francis’ material might not be just right. 
military contingent at the performance, 
chaplain who sat with Abe Lastfogel. 


the chaplain made it a point to 
pecially its good taste. 
letter: 

Dear Mr. Lastfogel: 


There was quite a 
including a British Army 
Following the performance, 
compliment the entertainment, es- 


Lastfogel asked him to put #@ in writing. The 


I should like to express to you and your cast my sincerest thanks for 
the delightful show you gave us tonight. 
I have never been at an entertainment that was so weH presented 


and in the best of taste. 


I wish you and all your east the best of luek on your future en- 


gagements. 
Very many thanks. 


Yours very sincerely, 


D. N. Henehy, Chaplain. 
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the trip, but he remembers enough 


‘to give more than a mere inkling of 


a great human interest story. It’s 
something for the entire entertain- 
ment world to remember from here 
on, 
‘Capt.’ Kay Francis 

The lady and the hoyden; the 
sweater girl and the hoofer— in 
print that combination would seem 


to threaten a major eruption of tem- | 


perament. Yet, they had barely com- 
pleted their first leg of a long jour- 
ney when they spontaneously elected 
Kay 
hardly become 
rigors of the 
they vowed, 
come 
their 


feantain’ thev had 
Cc tain; y ha 


Francis ap the 
accustomed to the 
USO-sponsored tour 
singly and 
what may the 
voyage 


when 
1 < aiee le 
iectively, tnat 


purposes ol 


would be achieved. Thus, when Miss } 
Miss | 


Fr 
francis, 


with a bad cold, and 


Mayfair, with a strained back, both} 
wound up in a military hospital for 


a couple of days, the Misses Landis 
and Raye carried on. The lady and 
the hoofer weren't 
long that first time, but 
out of the hospital 


they were 
no sooner 
or four days. Later Miss Mayfair 
went back into 
week with an internal infection 
Yet the itinerary of the scheduled 
tour has never lapsed. 

First major test of the girls’ adapt- 
abilitv to the i 
ng offshore 


uncertainties of tour- 
bases came at the very 
rst rilitary establishment. 
uled to play for three days, the girls 
were also asked to give up their day 
Lastfogel found that 


a ’ 
oecnede- 


the naval contingent at the base 
would otherwise not get to see them 
tf ever there would be a tempera- 


mental eruption, here was the trig- 
ger to set it off. 

It was Sunday and this particular, 
balmy offshore base is a pretty good 
spot to loll around on, winter or 
summe} The girls had probably 
anticipated 24 hours of doing noth- 
ing but amuse themselves—and then 


came Lastfogel with his story about 
the navy. 


That Old Warhorse Spirit 
: There was no 
display of 
Operation 
They 
Sunday 


explosion—unless 
complete, unselfish co- 
can be called an explosion. 
tarted working at noon that 
a re by 1:30 a.m. the follow- 
den [“* Ase Rag lady and the hoy- 

aebeg eater girl and the hoofer, 


" 
had made 


' one that was not even re- 


1 


tO 
#0 In order.to enhance a club- 


col-| 


ab! oad | 


casualties for | 


than | 
Miss Landis was put to bed for three | 


the hospital for aj, 


ix different appearances, 


ch they yolunteered | t! 


continents and had 
t various bases, 
ondon and they 


upon four 
played nine days 
Two days of rest in 
|} went to work 
| Friday the 13th Preem 

Their first performance somewhere 
in England was the Friday evening 
of Nov. 18, in a highschool audi- 
torium used as a children’s barracks 
and messhall. The sehool naturally 
was in a town situated close to an 
encampment of American troops. 


| With the show seheduled for early 
|evening, the children had to wait 
'an extra hour before getting their 
|dinner. Maybe they fretted: nobody 
ever got to know that. But the 1,- 
| 000-odd American soldiers, thirsting | 
'for something U. §&.; lonely for a 


meland, got a 


never 


breath of then ho 
AH thay'll 
they'l! 


— \ nerhone 
moraie Hypo pernay 


t 
| forget 

That was the beginning of a stren- 
calling for 36 play- 


st some- 


itinerary 
six days a week, at fil 
as many as three shows a day; 
than two And on the 
usually make an 
military hospi- 


mingle 


}uous 
days, 
time 
rarely less 
latter, the girls 
appearance at some 
tal: not to perform, but to 
with and cheer the boys who were 


incapacitated, 


At some points the girls play the- 


Misses Francis, Raye. Mayfair and |! 


| 


for that reason the three-shows-per- 


| day schedule later was trimmed to 











two at the most so that the quartet 
of femmes could duck some of the 
blackout traveling. 

Another insight of the girls’ sacri- 
fices can be gleaned from their 
traveling wardrobe, which was also 
their working wardobe, inasmuch as 
none of them was permitted more 
than 55 pounds of baggage. All 
brought semi-formal evening wear 
and none, except Miss Mayfair, had a 
change of costume. 
one change. 


An Old Troupers’ Custom 


don only on Sundays, when they | 
camp at the swanky Savoy. The'| 
management may or may not be 


cognizant of it, but that is the day 
the girls have been doing their laun- 
dry—doing the washing themselves, 
right in their rooms. Their handker- 
chiefs they paste up on the mirrors 
and windows, an old trick of vaude- 
ville performers, to dry and be 
pressed at the same time; stockings 
and lingerie are hung from every 
conceivable place. That goes for the 
lady and the hoyden; the sweater 
girl and the dancer. 


There have been some amusing ex- | 
periences by the girls; also some that | 
were touching. For instance, at the} 


performance for the Queen of Eng- 
land, the two Princesses and British 
troops. Miss Mayfair discovered that 
she had failed to wear her bloomers. 
This was a couple of minutes before 
the show was scheduled to start. The 
girls grouped around and Miss Raye 
slipped eff her bloomers and Miss 
Mayfair put them on. She preceded 
Miss Raye on the program. Later, 
Miss Mayfair took them off in time 
for Miss Raye to wear them for her 
performance. In the case of the 
dancer, the necessity for the bloom- 
ers was only too evident. 


A Heartthrob not in the Script 


One of the tour’s heartthrobs came 
at the second or third American 
camp the girls played, Lastfogel fol- 
lowed them out and brought some 
mail that had arrived in London for 
the girls. After the performance, the 
femmes mingled with the soldiers, 





The dancer had | 


| with the OWI as a liaison, returned 
On the road six days and nights} last week from London). 
| a week, the girls come back to Lon- | 








but Miss Mayfair stepped aside for a | 


few moments to read a letter. A 


| soldier walked over and asked her 


if there was anything personal in the 
letter. She answefed, ‘No, but why 
do you ask?’, 


| thinkin’, 


‘Because if there isn’t,’ he said, ‘I’d | 


like to read it.’ 

Slightly startled, Miss 
asked why he wanted to read her 
letter. He answered that he hadn't 
been receiving much mail 

This incident was later made part 
of the girls’ broadcast over BBC, 
with the bit credited to Miss Landis. 
The radio program, incidentally, got 
some expert help to make it one of 
the girls’ major achievements 
abroad. In London, 


Mayfair | 


Lastfogel had | 


run into agent, Mark Hanna, abroad | 


for the OWI, and Hanna was en- 


listed to help with the program’s 
4 . Wen: taw NAaraoan rod 
ProUmuciiGs POLE wWseC. avaViggatli, sOnu 
larly in London for the OWI, lent 
an able hand. and Lastfogel also| 
found in London Lt. Jerome Chod- 
orov and Private Mare Blitzstein. a 


couple of capable gents with a type- 
writer now in active military service 


They went to work on the script and 


| came up with stirring supplements to | 


atres: at others they played what 
are known as ‘Nissen huts,’ tin-| 
} es ag , 
roofed barracks ranging from 40 to 
80 feet long ' 


with 12x24 foot plat 
Their 


composed of a p 


musical a 


forms for stages 


companiment is 


anist and a drummer, provided by 


the Americal Overseas Artists t 


lint ‘ organization ? E 


Except 
them at a few of their early stop 
the girls have been travelling with 
out a eivilian manager, only an of- 
ficer in the Special Services of the 
U. 8. Army. 
U.S. Dimouts Like New Year's Eve. 
Those who have been AM ing cars 
in the dimmed out east and weat 
coast areas can perhaps best appre- 
ciate the courage of the girls. who've 
been travelling more than 50 miles 
nightly in blackouts, on country 
roads, from camp to camp. Accord- 
ing to Lastfogel, our dimouts are 
like a pre-war New Year's Eve dis- 
play of light in comparison to the 
blackouts in England. In London 
| itself, because of the traffic lights, 
| driving in the blackouts isn’t so bad; 


when Lastfogel was \w 





! 


' but on the country roads, where the | 


| girls have been doing most of their 
| travelling. it's like finding your w 


a bi rret of ar 


some 


the U. S. by 


. . . ' 
material written in advance in| 
Arch Oboler and Hal} 


Block Oboler wrote a dramatic} 
sketch for Miss Francis, while Block 
wrote some comedy material for 
Mi Raye 


Bronx Cheer Invades Britain 


Family and Lastfogel went out 
to the military hospital to see if the 
girls could leave. The command- 
ing officer said Miss’ Francis, 
especially, was too ill to leave 
but, at Lastfogel’s request, 
to leave the matter entirely up! 
to the actresses. There wa no 
hesitation on the part of Miss Fran- 
cis or Miss Mayfair; bundled in 
blankets and pillows, they drove 60 
miles to London and gave the show 


agreed 


That's the stuff the Theatrical Task , 
| Force is composed of; feminine, but 
tough for a reason and a cause. 

I ll have travelled 25,000 to 

sali le wv the ti t} 


The rest of the broadcast was pro-| 
vider D1 Brewster Morgai and 
chiefly. Blitzstein and Chodorov. On 
he same pl ram Miss Raye ntro 
D Fuehrer’s Face’ to E 
ia ind her robust Bronx chee 
was a sensation 
l¢ f the femme 
a f ce e to carry tnroug 
the | ( for their goings road 
was Cclearl indicated whe M 
Francis and Miss Mayfair were in 
the hospital that first time. Mis: 
| Francis was especialiy ill with a 
heavy Cold. It was close to the time 
for the special performance for the 
distaff side of the British Royal 


All-Star USO Femme Troupe Found — 


} 


To Be Right Answer to Entertainment 
Demands of Servicemen in England 





By MARK HANNA 
(Hanna, the theatrical agent now 


When the Motion Picture Division 
of USO-Camp Shows, Inc., decided 
to send over its all-feminine unit to 
entertain the Yanks and British 
servicemen in England, it probably 
didn't realize it had just the right 
answer to the most pressing prob- 
lem current in Great Britain—how 
best to service the boys in uniform. 

They had been waiting a long time 
for the answer, and it came wrapped 


up in four names—Kay Francis, 
Carole Landis, Martha Raye and 
Mitzi Mayfair. What a unit! Give 


the doughboys more shows like this 
one and, as far as the boys in uni- 
form are concerned, all their enter- 
tainment worries are over. 

That ‘Les Girls’ panicked ‘em 
(they even performed for English 
factory workers) is not only a trib- 
ute to their showmanship, but testi- 
fies as well to the unerring judg- 
ment of Abe Lastfogel, the USO- 
Camp Shows prexy, whose _ idea 
about the whole project of teaming 
up an all-femme film cast for over- 
seas duty ran counter to. the 
thoughts of the ‘show wise’ Amer- 
ieans in London. 

The truth is that the latter guys, 





Helen ‘Smiles’ Davis 


Also Urges Exporting 
Shows to Soldiers 


Hill Richmond, 


Dec. 19. 


Farm, 
Ind., 


Trouper 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

On the front page of your Dec. 
16 issue I read about ‘Export Jive 
to Soldiers.’ Well, it just got me 


Remember back in 1918 a little band 


upon learning that the four gal 
names had been shipped over, were 
loud in their lamentations that the 
thing just wouldn't stack up: that 
it was one of those parlays that 
couldn’t even pass the barrier. 

Together with Lastfogel and Ma- 
jor Ted Phalen, U. S. Army, at- 
tached to the special services divi- 
sion, this correspondent (who, in- 
cidentally, was the only civilian 
present) ‘caught’ the unit in its third 
stand about ‘X’ miles from London 
as the jeep flies—and don’t anyone 
kid you about a jeep not ‘taking- 
off.’ 

They're All Wet! 

Here’s one guy who, after watch- 
ing- the speedy, well-coordinated 
hour show, agrees that the weisen- 
heimers were allewet and who sides 





That’s a Ripley, Too 


Abe Lastfogel, president of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc.. chron- 
icles -many surprising facets of 
the Femme Theatrical Task 
Force composed of Kay Francis, 
Martha Raye, Carole Landis and 
Mitzi Mayfair. 

The topper is the fact that 
even after this length of time 
together virtuaily every minute 
of the day and night, the girls 
are still talking in friendly 
fashion to one another. 








Ae nee SN ei J 
wholeheartedly with the Yanks in 
the camps and installations where 
the gals had previously performed. 

When we arrived, about 5 p.m., we 





| noticed that dozens of enlisted men 


were milling around the grounds. 
It was the kind of pre-show -x- 
citement that warms you, yet it 


was simply a case of your son and 
his pals waiting for the troupe to 
finish dinner so that they could get 
autographs. 





of five volunteers leaving the U. S. 
A. for ‘Somewhere in France?’ The! 
Over There Theatre League it was| 
called. There was Will Cressy, 
Blanche Dayne, George Austin| 
Moore, Howard Collins and yours} 
truly Helene Davis, better known 
as ‘Smiles of the A.E.F.’ We were 
the first five of 40 chosen to go. | 
Well, what’s the matter with send-| 
ing some of us over, who have both } 
time and energy and a vast ex-/} 
perience and knowledge of just! 
what those soldiers like and enjoy. | 


They’!! sure tear roofs off with 
their yells and applause when they 


hear those wonderful bands, but the 
places entertainment is needed most} 
spots. A 
few miles back of the lines, where 
you sneak in quietly, give a 15-min- 
hour or an hour and a 
plenty of laughs and 
For music, a two- 


out-of-the-way 


are m 
eit aaa 


ute, a half 


nall snow 
stories and songs, 


octave portable organ does not do 
badly and could be carried in a 
Jeep. Then, as the saying goes, | 


‘Like the Arab, wrap your jokes in| 
cellophane and quietly steal away.’ 
Believe me, those men really ap- 
preciate and need to be amused if| 
minutes at a time. 
I'm all for it and could be packed 
portable 


only for a few 


Give me a 


g piano and a pretty girl 
to play it and about three other 
Piri young and pretty, anda we 
could literally tear up the front 
line and move them clear across 
Gel Time have changed 

it human nature just the same 

Mv | 1. (Sir " Sam) could 
get along for a while without me 


and feels as I do that it is a great 
need. He because of his 
contract with Barbasol. 

If I've written too much forgive 
me, but this work is something that 
was very close to my heart in the! 
last war and even more so in this. | 
Se what's cookin’. Do you know? 
‘Smiles’ Frankel 
(Helene ‘Smiles’ Davis) | 


cant go 


back on U. S. soil; they will have 
travelled by plane, boat, car and 
train; they will have had glimpses, | 
between camps, of virtually every 
corner of England, Scotland and} 
North Ireland; they will have been 
seen by every American | 


virtually 
soldier in England during that pe-| 
riod—and by many United Kingdom 
and Allied sailors as 
' and no prettier Task Force is | 


ere to be see ny here 


soldiers and 


| gasping. A 


the folks at home 


After dinner Miss Francis and 


| other gals went to the enlisted men’s 


recreation hall. Then it began! 
They not only signed autographs 
until groggy, but they dished with 
the boys, asking them questions and 


in turn answering their queries 
about home and Hollywood. 

At 6:45 on the nose the show be- 
gan before a packed house. The 
stage was a pleasant surprise— 


about 15 feet from the footlights to 
the backwall and with an 


about 20 fet wide 


apron 


Miss Francis M.C.’d 


As ¢: Miss Francis Vas a sta d- 
out. She heckled the hecklers— 
and they loved it. She bowed out 
for Mitzi, ic 


Who did some eccentri 


legomania that whammed ’em. After 
the dancer begged off (no encore 
permitted) on came Mi Landis 
fand her pulchritrude had them 


story and a couple of 


songs, including ‘Take It Off’—just 
a few minutes routine—but sold 
with a wallop. On again came 


volunteers to do a 


What en- 


Mitzi asking fo1 
jitterbug dance with her 


sued was near bedlan These gals 
had every second, every gesture 
psychologically timed for audiet 
reactio What Carole started, to 

et tne OY tne PTO r Mitz 
took uy 
ing reSults 

The successful jitterb cal late 
was a strapping O00 -pe r n 
something of a reputatior a a 
clown A tooge e was a nate 
ural and the gang rode hin p.enty, 
For an exit, little Mitzi picked him 
up and strutted off stage to ter- 
| rific hand-thumping. 

Kay returned for a recitative hit 


called ‘He’s a Wolf’ and it was real 
socko. A few more stories and gags, 
and then the Martha Raye intro. 

Martha gave ‘em everything she 
had and it’s doubtful if she ever got 
a greater ovation than these dough- 
boys gave her. It was all duck soup 
to La Raye, and she paid them back 
in kind. She clowned, mugged, 
sang, strutted and did everything 
but bake a cake. It was whammo 
from start to finish. 

For a final curtain the gals lined 
up while Kay read a ‘letter’ from 
Then came the 
national anthem and ‘God Save the 
King.’ The gals knew the lyrics to 
bot 
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Team-work is the American 














AMERICA SALUTES 
the UNITED NATIONS! 


A great national demonstration of solidarity! 


UNITED NATIONS WEEK - JAN. 14 through 20th 





YOUR PLEDGE, PLEASE! 


Again our nation in its need depends upon the proven patriotism of 16,000 motion 

picture exhibitors. So that the sacrifice of our sons may not be in vain, so that victory 

may be achieved in the shortest possible time, we enlist our services in this vitally impor- 

tant job. This salute of the American nation to its Allies, this collection in the theatres 
for their war-stricken peoples, will tell them what’s in our hearts! 


FREE TRAILER starring JAMES CAGNEY, ANN SOTHERN, MARGARET_O’BRIEN. Also free 22x2: 
card, one-sheet, 40x60 display, ad-mat slugs. Other banners -and decorations -at cost! Distribution by 
National Screen Accessories. Rush your pledge in order to obtain these showmanship materials! 


Sponsored by War Activities Committee, 1501 Broadway, N,-Y, CG. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Figured in Washington that the industry made a smart move in signing 
i6-year-old daughter of U. S. Senator A. B. (Happy) Chandler. Mimi 
Chandler was signed by Buddy de Sylva of Paramount after a screen test 
by director David Butler. She is living with the Butler family and has 
een assigned to a leading role in the next ‘Henry Aldrich’ feature. Be- 
sides being photogenic, Mimi can sing. 

Senator Chandler and his wife ure in Hollywood.to spend the holidays 





up 


} 


with Mimi. On Capitol Hill they say the Kentucky solon reads the drama 
pages before the political news, and mostly the Hollywood columns. 
Industry has acquired a‘good friend where good friends are scarce. 
Hollywood is courting the new congressman from the Santa Monica 
district, Will Rogers, Jr. He defeated Leland Ford without making a 
speech while serving in the Army. Ford always had the active support 


of Louis B. Mayer and other bigwigs of Hollywood, but in the last election 
front offices discovered that the rank ‘and file of studio workers, as 
the screen actors, were dead against the executive's choice. 


the 


1] « 
Well as 


The Brandt circuit, headed by Harry Brandt who is president of 
the Independent Theatre Owners Assn. New York, has become one of 
the strongest buying combinations in the country as result of tieups which 
now place a total of 112 theatres in the Brandt setup. Houses are lo- 
cated in the Creater N. Y. area and lower N. Y. state, 
tory extending as far north as Poughkeepsie. 
Brandt now enjoys stronger buying power than any other 
dent purchaser of film served out of N. Y. exchanges. 

Additionally, Brandt operates his own trade paper, 
published in N. Y. twice monthly. 


also 
ol 


hook- 
indepen- 


As result of the many 


ins, 
The Independent, 


Although he is on leave of absence for the duration for the 


in the latter terri- | 


purpose of 
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N. Y. Fire Drills 


—==me Continued from page 1 $ | 


eliminate fire haz rds. When survey 
is finally completed it is under- 
stood that there will be stricter en- 


forcement of 


as well as new rules providing for 
additional fire exits, elimination of 
inflammable materials and prohibi- 
tion of overcrowding in theatres, ni- 
teries and dance halls. 

Bill introduced several weeks ago 





| providing that every place of amuse- 


urrent fire regulations | 


New Chi Tent of Variety Clubs 


Coincides With Nat'l Cony. Feb. 1° 





Move to Hasten Newark 


+ 


| 


Trial of Lou Kaufman 


Newark, Dec. 
as sched- 


9) 


Instead of being resumed 


;uled here Thursday (17) before 
Vice-Chancelor Bigelow. hearing of 
the suit to oust Louis Kaufman as 


' . r 

pw in New York employ ‘no less 
|} than two special firemen’ has mean- | 
time been killed in committee. 


20th Goes Musical 
One-Third of Way, 


2? 


Hollywood, Dec. 
| One-third of the current 
at 20th-Fox 


program 


is devoted to music, in 


| spite of the heavy calls for war 


filling a post in the Bureau of Yards & Docks of the U. S. Navy at Wash- | 
ington, Joe Bernhard, . and general manager of Warner Bros., is keep- 
ing in close touch with the affairs of the company. Since joining the 
Navy, with headquarters in Washington, he has been spending weekends | 
in N. ¥. ehecking into the Warner homeoffice and conferring with WB 
executives. Bernhard, a civilian member of the Navy, may get a com- 


mission, it is said. 
lieutenant commander. 


Jam Handy Picture Service, Inc., a Delaware corporation, has changed 
its name to Jam Handy Organization, Inc. Papers to’ this effect have been 
filed in Albany by Butzel, Levin & Winton of Detroit. Jam Handy for 
some time made industrial films for General Motors and other large cor- 
They were released on a regular schedule and were often 

part of the bill in theatres, especially smaller ones. 
furnished to theatres gratis, the message carried being 
The war interrupted the production of motorcar films. 


porations, 
as 
pictures W ere 
‘institutional. 


screened 


Although foreign managers out in the field have been told repeatedly 
they can’t refer to a previously sent cable in letter sent to U. S., some 
managers in foreign countries continue to do this with absolute blank 
results. Reason is that censors carefully delete all such material in 
letters. Recent instance came up last week when a foreign manager from 
overseas sought to confirm something in a previous cable. The entire 
message was cut out, only the addressee and manager's signature re- 
mainin 

Warner Bros. has definitely decided against a newsreel of its own, bring- 
ing a sixth into the field. 

Harry M. Warner did not go any further on the matter while east for a 
few days last week. He scrammed back to the Coast and will remain 
there over the holidays at least. In fact. while east, Warner remained 
away from the h.o., but before going back west stopped in Washington, 
assertedly to check into war effort matters, priorities, raw stock situation, 


etc 


Under resolutions passed at a meeting of the membership of the Screen 
Oftice & Professional Employees Guild, N. Y.. on Friday night (18), the 
union calls upon Metro to shelve ‘Tennessee Johnson’ because of alleged 
historial distortions and asks the State Department and Paramount to 
cease seeking approval of the Franco Government in Spain of the Par 
picturization of ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ Copies of the resolutions have 
been sent to the two film companies as well as the State Dept. in connec- 
tion with ‘Bell Tolls 

Dr. Marcus Bach, of University of Iowa school of religion is left fo 
Washington on War Department assignment to prepare film script depict 
Ing religious life of soldiers and chaplains army Assisting him will be 
scripter Richard Maibaum, also of Iowa U., who will represent Jewish 
groups, and Emett Lavery, author of ‘First Legion,’ who will represent 
Catholic faith. Dr. Bach is author of olay ‘Haym Solomon.’ 

Wit) Red Army in the midst of a ffensive and Stalingrad 
cracking the Nazi siege lines, Artkino, U. S. distrib of Soviet films, 1 
rushing its latest import, “The Defense of Tsarit to capitalize on the 
headlines. ‘Tsaritza’ is the original name of Stalingrad and picture, which 
deals with a defense of the town back in 1918. w hot on location early 
this year before the Wehrmacht besieged the town and shows locales now 

the e 

Columbia is speeding releases on its produc Lat American coul 
tries by Ssuper-imposing Spanish and Po title n Hol 
tead Naving sound dubbing made foreign Jangua Oa ‘Tal 
‘ e Town’ and ‘You Were Never Lovet ale ) Crimp 

, the home lot. were shipnve to Sout i i Centra \ Lie 

ng on the same dav as the vo the US.A 

Gimmic] dropped as a war measure by ! We Ci , ag 
ing used to lure customers in the Souths Caiitt i 4 I ‘ 
pendent operator For vex the indies have been compla ! ‘ 
nad to hand out give n seif-prot on ag ‘ . 

a sti] empk ie the b iness } no oO F-W(¢ aro} PATI 
me ago 

Warners’ forthcoming Eddie Cantor film, ‘Thank Your Lucky Stars 
Which is biographical, is a novelty in that it openly ribs the star by 
name, as treatised by Everett Freeman and Arthur Schwartz, who scripted, 
Mark Hellinger produced. There are some 13 songs by Schwartz and 
Frank Loesser, now a private in the Air Corps 

After operating its school of pictorial journalism for the last three years 
for enlisted U. S. Nav y men, March of Time has enlarged the scope of 
its training of motion picture people to include officers 

Idea of M. T. school is to train the recruits to become expert Camera- 
men and motion picture technicians. School is in New York. 

John Byram, ex-N., Y. Times staffer, now play and story expert fo! 
Paramount in New York, is quite a dabbler in legit backing on his ow! 
‘Only in a small way,’ says Byram, ‘and I’m chiefly guided by my friend 
Howa: ‘d Cullman.” *Byram is in on ‘Skin of Our Teeth,’ ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ ‘Strip for Action’ and the new ‘Wife Takes a Child.’ 
ne af the union movement among white-collarites in Paramount 
c.., Prepared a printed letter for mailing to James F. Byrnes, Econom 
>'abilization Director, urging wider coupon, or ‘point rationing, tor foods 


4nd other comm dities 


Highest he could rate in coming from civilian life is | 
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} 
drama and morale building. 
| is putting It 14 pete ales in wark an 


ae 1 ‘imusi pa: tuture 


with the signing of name bands, 
addition to those under 
Recent harmony signees 
Regan, Gale Robbins, Woody 
man and Bob Allen, all contracted 
on one or more picture deals. 

Filmusicals line up on the West- 
wood lot include ‘Greenwich Vil- 
| lage,’ ‘Pin Up Girl,” ‘The Girls He 
| Left Behind. ‘Thanks Pal’ and 
‘Quota Girl,’ skating picture starring 
Sonja Henie. 


Only Honest Books Can 
Determine Readjusted 


Rentals Says M-G Exec 


Ay LO sek 


Phil 
Her- 


are 


14 Tuners Slated 


| insurgent 
Studio | 


in 
contract. | 


| caused 


| 
} 


| 


| 
| 


ind hi Pya a ; 
- bc y ¢ ourt,. 


| business agent of Local 244, Motion 


Picture Operators’ Union, 
poned indefinitely. \ 
Postponement resulted from Bige- 
low’s decision not to hear 20 remain 
ing defense witnesses because they 
were prepared to give the same 
testimony that 40 preceding defense 


witnesses had given. Andrew B. |} 
Crummy, defense counsel, said he | 
and Waren Dixon, Jr., counsel for in- 
surgent union members who brought | 
the action, expected to agree in a |! 
week or so on a stipulation that | 


would shorten the hearings. 

Seven of the nine members of the 
executive board of Local 224, Motion 
Picture Operators’ Union, were 
elected Wed. (15). Both defeated 
candidates were supported by the 

union group, which is 
the removal of Kaufman 
being heard 


seeking 


1 4 





10G BIRMINGHAM FIRE 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 
Damage exceeding $10,000 
by fire in the Five 

southside amusement 
re, Dec. 11. 
covered by 


Tax Up 8% 
Iowa, Dec. 22 


aa. 
vas 
Points 
theatre, cen- 
ter, he 
Loss insurance 


la. Amus. 


Des 

Iowa tax 
ment 
year. 


Moines, 


records show the amuse- 


tax advanced 8% over last 
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Chicago, Dec. 22. 


National convention of Variety 
Clubs of America will be held at 
Blackstone hotel, here, Feb. 19-21, 
Affair will coincide with ‘induction’ 
of newly-organized Chi Tent, with 
John H. Harris, national chief barker 
| of clubs, in charge of arrangements. 

Johnny Jones designated as first 
chief barker of Chi Tent, whose 


was post- | 


comprises practically 


stage and allied indus- 


membership 


entire film, 


| tries here. 


Deleszates to national confab will 
include all chief barkers of ‘42, those 


elected for °43, national canvassmen 
elected at last year’s Atlantic City 
| convention and two delegates from 
each Tent. Sessions will be geared 
to war-time conditions. 


re- | 


| ing 
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Hedy’s ‘Ecstasy’ Finally 
Gets Okayed Into Pennsy 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 

Tinv Art Cinema, foreign 
film site here, lost no time in book- 

Hedy Lamarr picture, ‘Ec- 
once it had been okayed by 
the Pennsylvania Board of Censors, 
Pic opens a run here Saturday (26) 
Art Cinema 
needed it most since small-seater was 
running short of product and had 
been forced lately into double-fea- 
ture reissues. 

Distributors of ‘Eestasy’ had given 
up all hope of getting the thing 
through in Pennsylvania after a six- 
year battle. Understood that con- 
siderable slicing still had to be made 
in the print that other states have 
seen before the was 


local 


the 


stasy.’ 


and comes just when 


seal 
granted. 
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BEG. FRIDAY, DEC. 25 
First Time at Popular Prices 
JAMES CAGNEY 
As GEO. M. COHAN in 


“YANKEE DOODLE DANDY” 


Warner Bros, Entertatument Miracle 
IN PERSON 


JIMMY DORSEY 


AND His ORCILESTRA 


Featuring 
Bob Eberly _@ Helen O’Connell 


Bway & 47th St. STRAND 
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Minneapolis, Dec. 22. 
Metro will not be a icker,” but 
when exhibitors actually need relief 
and are entitled to it the company 
always has granted it and will con- 
tinue to do » it was declared here 
by S. A. Shirle trict manager. 
But the exhibitor must be straight- 
forward and permit the company to 
audit his records or help it to verify 
his complaint, he made clear. 
This will be the company's policy 
{ . tferrito) al i time ner 
many independent exhibito are 
hollering ‘murder’ and ch: ing that 
they're being sacrificed Oo the 
wolves on. the iltar o *xorbitant 
film ntals ar re rce ige demand 
Shirley announced 
Shirley accused some exhibitors of 
presenting ‘phoney’ claims for relief 
| and trying to make a ‘sucker’ of the 
company He said that the compa 
alread d ‘ ‘ applica- 
t | } t t t t Cx ) ) 
h D cl Oop € 
( e tna e OD ‘ 4 ld « 
I c 
< i 
| { 
l ( 
tion. Sh I 
‘ 
crease to the distributo in orde 
to help offset the loss in refunds 
and adjustments to the others. 
M-G will not deal with groups 
| or associations regarding relief, but 
will take up each case with the in- 
dividual exhibitor, Shirley an- 
nounced. Some situations could not 
| get by even if they received free 
film rental, he pointed out. 
yne of th e terr’to 4 independent 
circuit owners seeking relief fron 
j 
Metro ‘all down the line’ refused to 
permit an adjustment of each of his 
houses individually with the offer to 
permit figures to govern and to 
a'low a reduction or boost as condi- 
tions warranted, Shirley said. This 
exhibitor apparently doesn’t care 
o play the game fair and square | 
i >* t rut 
M-G-M pict e . ire Ss le 








Tyrone Movreen 


POWER - O'HARA 
nm BLACK SWAN 
A 20th Century-Fox Trivmph 9% TECHNICOLOR! 
* PLUS BIG STAGE SHOW * 
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Once Upon A Honeymoon” 
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“Time +O RHA” 
with LELOVD NOLAN 











JUDY GARLAND 
“FOR ME AND MY GAL” 


ASTOR 


Popular Prices 
Centinueus Perf 


. Way 
45th 








5TH WEEK 
Ingrid 


Bogart * Bergman ® Henreid 


In Bros. Hit 


“CASABLANCA” 


A Hal B. Wallis 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Continuous @ B’way & 5ist St. 


Humphrey Paul 


Warner 


Production 




















28th Week! 


MICHAEL TODD’S 


STAR and GARTER 


Staged by HASSARD SHORT 


GYPSY ROSE 
a 


BOBBY , 
CLARK © 


PROFESSOR LAMBERT! 
* 


Ww 
and 


of B'woy 


Soturdoy 


45¢h St 
dey 


MUSIC BOX, 
Ras re 





RADIO 
ciTy 


MUSIC HALL 


(HELD OVER) 


“RANDOM 
HARVEST" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











LOEW'S Starts Thurs. ue. 24 
STA times Resalind RUSSELL 
E Sa. Brian AHCRNE 
Last Times Wed. Janet BLAIR 
Fred MacMURRAY “MY SISTER 
Paulette GODDARD FILEEN” 
“THE FOREST 
RANGERS” In Persea 
In FECHESOVLOR MacFariand Twins 
*erson and Orch. 
Pa. KISBEE Jackie Mites 
Lew PARKER EXTRA! 
Ciro RIMAC & Ore MITZI GREEN 











Jourcnal-Amer. 
PLUS 


Britliant—A Hit!’ Andersen, 


50c $1 & $1.50 TAX 


Sat. Nights Gnly 50c. to $2.50 Plus Tax 
s Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz present 


A MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rocketetier Center 
CO. 5-5474 
Lmerica’s Only Tee Theatre 
Evgs.. inei. Sun. 8:40 Midnight Perf. Dec 
Matinees: Dec. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 36 
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ax Threat Forced Disposal By 
Non-Profit Woodmen of WOW: 
Now Expect Other Similar Sales 


The reasons which prompted the 
Woodmen eof the World Insurance 
Society to dispose of its station, 
WOW, Omaha, may, it was disclosed 
last week, have interesting reper- 
cussions in the broadcasting field. 
Other non-profit organizations whose 
sideline is the operation of a com- 
mercial station may be disposed, be- 
cause of similar circumstances, to 
get out of the broadcasting business 
@uring 1943. The Federal Communi- 
cations Commission last week ap- 

roved an application transferring 
WOW's operation to John J. Gillen, 
Jr., and his associates in a leasing 
syndicate. The lease is for 10 years 
and is irrevocable. 

The Woodmen of the World acted 
to unload the actual operation of the 
station after it learned from the In- 
ternal Revenue department that, 
while the income of fraternal organ- 
izations (in which classification it 
belongs), religious foundations and 
educational institutions is not tax- 
able, this status changes when any 
one of them derives profits frem a 
business in which it is actively en- 
gaged. In such cases the profits de- 
rived from the business must he 
tossed in the same pot with the rest 
of the organization’s income and the 
whole thing becomes subject to tax- 
ation. These organizations had here- 
tofore paid taxes only on commer- 
cial enterprises in which they were 
actively engaged. 

Woodmen’s Big Biz 

he Woodmen of the World does 
an annual business of around 
000,000 a year, whereas the station 
turns in a profit of around $250,- 
000 a year. The fraternal organiza- 
tion found that if it were to go on 
operating the station the income 
from the insurance business, the sta- 
tion and its office building ‘which 
it has also disposed) wotdd be 
treated by the tax collectors as a 
single operation. Gillen, WOW’s 
general manager, was subsequently 
called in by the Woodmen board and 
authorized to work up the best dis- 
posal deal possible in which, of 
course, he himself would be proper- 
ly taken care of. 

There are a number of stations 
with goodly annual profits which are 
operated directly by religious organ- 
izations, but the indications are that 
they, like other non-profit organiza- 
tions, won’t act on the tax problem 
unless their incomes from radio are 
so large as to mate! affect their 
financial structure 


ally 


WOW Employes Get Bonus 


Omaha, Dec. 22. 
John J. Gillen, Jr., brought to- 
gether the staff of WOW for a party 


Friday (18) and during it announced 
the transfer of the station’s operat- 
ing control and the fact that each 
employe was to receive a bonus of 
15% 

He also told them that there 
would not be any changes in per- 
gzonnel, 


GF. RETRENCHES 
ON NET SERIALS 


General Foods is unloading 
of its network serial obligat 
It's canceling ‘Don Winslow’ on 
Blue Jan. 1 and confining 
Dr. Malone’ to a single 
CBS. 

The web losing out on the ‘Dr. 
Malone’ retrenchment is NBC. The 
cancellation becomes effective Jan. 
15. ‘Malone’ plugs Post Toasties on 
both links, and the packer will have 
another and new show, ‘The Thin 
Man,’ 
time. 


Ons. 


the 


network, 


Shorter ‘Green Valley’ 


“Green Valley, U. S. A... which Hi 
Brown presented as a 30-minute 
Sunday afternoon  sustainer last 
spring on CBS, starts Jan. 4 as a 
15-minute sustaining serial 4:15-4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Brown 
will again direct it, but the writer | 
isn’t set. Millard Lampel formerly 
authored ji 

Series will be for sale. 


$140,- | 


|ing made 





May Call Networks 





The four national networks may 
be asked to testify on their short 
and long line rates when the Fed- 
eral Communication Commission re- 
sumes its hearings on the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. rate in- 
qviry Jan. 20. The FCC has ordered 
the A.T. & T. to give reasons why 
its rates in genera] shouldn't be re- 
duced. 

There doesn’t seem to be any dis- 
position on the part of the networks 
to enter into the probe voluntarily, 
but they do anticipate a call from 
the FCC, 


DYER SELLS HIS : 
WEMP, MILW. 
INTEREST 


Milwaukee, Dec. 22. 

Gene Dyer, owner of WAIT, 
Chicago, has sold out his 48% 
The Milwaukee Broadcasting 
of WEMP, 


who 








in 
inter- 
est in 
Co., operator 
of Wisconsin 
will be associated wi 
a Madison attorney, 
of 52% of the stock, 
in control of the Milwaukee st 

WEMP, an independent station and 
Wisconsin outlet for the Blue net- 
work, has enjoyed a 
growth and this past week purchased 


to a group 


men, 


who, owner 


as 


ation. 


for post-war expansion, 


Fred Uttal Admits 
Slapping Wife, But 
She Hit Him First) - 


Fred Uttal, radio announcer, took 





some | 


‘Young | 


sharing the task at about that | 


the witness stand in N. Y. Supreme 
}court Monday (21) and told Justice 
Samuei Null, that ‘I wouid have 
called myself anything, even a 
| green-eyed piece of cheese, to keep 
whatever little peace there was 
between us! He was referring 
Mrs. Madeline Frick Uttal, who 
isuing him for 
!counsel fees and 
tenance. 

Uttal emphatically 
legations of cruelty made by his 
Vife, whom he married in 1940. b 
admit that ‘I did slap he but 
not until I was 
Oo Whei 
with a 
Uttal’s testimony, 
lease, Justice Null 
In her tes 
| that Uttal made 
|} through his radio 
tions 1941. 


Barbasol’s 


to 


is 





separation, 
$125 weekly 


mMmain- 


denied the al-! 


did 


Sne€ SsiuruckK me in tne race 
Following 


° 9 . 
which Cit 


heavy tumbler.’ 
sed the 
reservea deci on 


timony Mrs. Uttal ated 
$26.000 


posl- 


avout 
announcing 
in 


Sam’ On 


use 52 Mutual 
nightly ‘Singin’ 
starts Jan. 5. 


Barbasol will 
tions for the 
series which 
8-8:15 p.m. 
The program 
}Same account's 


broadcasts on the 


Sta- 
Sam’ 
Time 





the | 
Heatter 
work. 


supplements 
Gabriel 
Same net 


Sweets for Stoopnagle 


Schutter 

i will start a 
| (1:45-2) 
CBS Jan. 10. 

1 Roche, Willi 
the agency. 


se 


Candy Co., 
Sunday 
vith Col. 


of Chicago, 
matinee series 
Stoopnagle on 


ims 


& Cunnyg 


henceforth | 
th Glen Roberts, | 


has long been | 


remarkable 


At A.T.&T. Hearings 


| 
| 








| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


the transmitter station atop the Pub- | language 


ED 





‘Pointers on Comedy 
in the Camps’ 
By HERB SHRINER 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











BLUES IST YR. 


SHOWS PROFIT 


In his resume of 1942, which was 
released to the press yesterday 
(Tuesday), president Mark Woods of 
the Blue Network disclosed that the 
web had come through its first year 

operation with a profit, even 
ile a large share of the income 
from the sale of time was regularly 
‘plowed back’ into sustaining pro- 
grams. Mutual, which issued a sim- 
ilar report, spoke of having keyed 
itself almost entirely to the war ef- 
fort through 1942. 

The Blue statement pointed out 
how it had consistently sought to 
build up a schedule of ‘outstanding’ 
sustaining programs and how it had 
also concerned itself with entertain- 
ing servicemen and war workers on 


ithe scene of operations. 


WCOP’s Foreign Lingo 


Activities Draws Probe 


* 
On License Renewal 
Washington, Dec. 22 

Federal Communications Com- 
lmission will look into the foreign | 
broadcasting activities of | 
station WCOF, Boston, which is | 
icontrolled by Arde Bulova through | 


| before 
| 


| 


lic Service building formerly used | 
by WISN prior to removal of its 
transmitter to a new position south 
of Milwaukee. 

While WEMP is not making any} 
immediate changes, in accord with 
| FCC regulations, plans are now be- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


left | 


$1,500 | 


Massachusetts Broadcasting Corp., 
it renews the station’s license. 


for renewal 
hearing by 
snr 


application 
designated for 
timony will concern 
lecting and inves 
qualifications of 
and supervision of | 


Station’s 
been 
Tes 


of se 


has 
FCC. 
ods stigatin 

personnel; person- 4 


Yankee Net 


Shepards Get Most of $1,250,000 


Sale Price in Cash 


sa 





Gerard Settles Suit 
On A. & C. Broadcasts 


Settlement has been reached in 
the suit brought by Barney Gerard, 
old-time burlesk producer and 
scripter, against Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello, National Broadcasting Co., 
J. Walter Thompson agency and 
Standard Brands, Inc., for alleged in- 
fringement. Amount involved in set- 
tlement was not disclosed. 

In suit filed in N. Y. federal dis- 
trict court, Gerard charged that two 
sketches used by A, & C. on the 
Chase & Sanborn air stanzas June 
1 and 15, 1941, were copyrighted ma- 
terial written by Gerard for his ‘Fol- 
lies of the Day’ burley editions back 
in 1918-20. 


L&T DROPS RCA; 
REASON IS 
VAGUE 





The Lord & Thomas agency has 
resigned the RCA account and there 
is much speculation in the adver- 
tising trade as to motive for Albert 
D. Lasker's action. One reason ad- 
vanced is that the L. & T. owner 








| of 


; in 


| 
| 


| 


nel: sale of time, 
programs. After the examination, | 
FCC will determine whether con- | 
tinued operation of the station by 
the present operatol would serve the 

> jnterest, 
said it had investigated 
Wine Galluc WCOP announcer 
and chief Italian program time- 
broker. Gallucci was president of | 
ithe Massachusetts Federation of Do- 
polavero. a Fascist front organiza- 
tion, it said. FCC also had investi- | 
gated Ubaldo Guidi, another an- 
nouncer, who had close contact with 
the Italian consulate in Boston and | 
j}was widely known throughout New 
England as an organizer of a Fascist 
group. Since Pearl Harbor he has 

io interned. 
alian broadcasting on the station, 
| FC C said, was begun at the direction 
lof the late Luigi Fiato, whe was 
executive ( etary of the Boston 
k o of the Fascist League of 

Ne h Ame } 


52 Mutual Stations | 


Esty Hunting Spot 
| Time for Supersuds 


| The Willi 
ling around for 
| announcements 
persuds. 

The schedules are to start after the 
of the year. 


availabilities 
that will 


for spot 
plug Su- 


| first 





is | 


‘Beulah Straway Doubles 
Between WLW and OPA 


Dec. 22. 
of WLW 
past five 


Cincinnati, 
| Beulah Straway, direcioi 
merchandising for the 
yars, last week 
ment as a consultant with the Office 
of Price Administration, 
She will divide time between the 


Carlo De Angelo has joined the 
|Marschalk & Pratt agency as radio 
|director, succeeding Curt Peterson, 
lwho joined the Army Air Forces, at 
Miami Beach De Angelo was for- 
merly with Ellis, Lennen & Miicheil. 
|Blackman and Ayer agencies and has | * 
;}oveen a freelance director. 

Besides handling the Esso new: 
series for M. & P., De Angelo will 
continue to direct the Treasury De- 
part! it’s ‘Bond Wagon’ series Sat- 
urday ights on Mut 


am Esty agency is scout- Mrs 


| day 


received appoint- | 


had become peeved over an RCA 
campaign falling through after 
officials of certain RCA subsids had 
approved it, and another speculation | 
has it that Lasker may pruning 
the L. & T. list of accounts pre- 
liminary to a major change in policy. 

After L. & T. had notified RCA 
the Blue Network got 
touch with the agency and asked | 
that it go on handling its account. | 
The NBC account was not involved 
in the resignation. 


be 


+4 
its 


action, 


SILVER THEATRE PASSES 
UP RETURN TO AIR 


H« 


national] 


99 
ae, 


for 


ilywood, Dec. 
Silver, which 
sponsored the dramatic 
Silver Theatre, passing up 
radio this Unavailability of 
early evening time spiked plans for 


a return tworks 


Inte 
years has 
series, is 


season, 


to the ne 


Due to budget restrictions, Young 
& Rubicam was preparing to use 
medium priced talent. Such play- 
ers are expected to be in high de- 
mand if the ceiling on. salaries 
sticks. 


‘Carlo De Angelo Vice 


Peterson at M-P Agcy. 


the | 


vy 


Boston, Dec. 22. 

The Shepards will get in cash most 
of the price, reported to be $1.- 
250,000 obtained from the sale of 
their station holdings to William 
O’Neil, president of the General Tire 
& Rubber Co. Local broadcasting 
circles are still pretty much puzzled 
about O’Neil’s reason for going into 
the broadcasting business, unless it 
is to build up a competence for hig 
son, William, Jr., who now operates 
WJW, Akron. 

John Shepard, 2d, and his son, 
John, 3d, had been actuated in the 
transfer strictly by an inheritance 
tax problem. The father is in his 
80’s. John, 3d, will stay on to oper- 
ate the properties for the O'Neils 
and he and his general manager, 
Linus Travers, will hold posts on 
the directorate that the buyers set 


up. The properties include WNAC, 
Boston; WICC, Bridgeport; WEAN, 
Providence; WAAB, Worcester, and 
an F-M station. 
MBS Shepard Deal Until ‘45 
The Mutual Network has a con- 
tract with Shepard which runs until 


1945, and it contains but one con- 
dition allowing for the agreement's 
termination before that time. In 
the event of the sale of either oper- 
ation, the other party may cancel 
if it doesn’t think the new owner. 
ship satisfactory. Mutual has al- 
ready declared itself as gratified 
with the new owner of the Shepard 
properties. 


Post-War Expansion Plans 

Akron, O., Dec. 22. 

William O'Neil, Sr., president 
the General Tire and Rubber 
Akron, who has purchased the 
station Yankee network, covering 
|New England, said that the p 
chase was the first step in the cor 
pany’s post-war expansion plans. 
He said General Tire 


of 
Co 


21- 





ure 


Ne 


engineers now 


have developed many radio and 
Other devices that will be ready for 
manufacture and marketing as soon 
as the war is over. O'Neil said, 
|‘Through this network we expect to 
tell the people of New England of 
the scientific advancement which 
has been made in recent years in 
synthetic rubber and in other new 
materials as yet unknown to he 
public.’ 

William O'Neil, Jr., son of the 
rubber company executive, is the 
owner of WJW, Akron, which re- 
cently received authority from the 
FCC to transfer the local studios t 
Cleveland, where it will become the 
Blue Network outlet. 


Cecil Holman Grinds 
Out Scripts in Safety 
Drive; Cops Couriers 


Kansas City, Dee. 22. 
The Kansas City police maintained 
a special delivery service for radio 
scripts last week when Cecil Hol- 
man, who lives in the outskirts of 
town, sat at his typewriter banging 





Fadiman to Chronicle 
Children’s War Efforts 


Mrs. Clifton Fadiman will 
| duct ‘Children and the War,’ 
series of talks and interviews, Mon- 
afternoons, starting Jan. 4, on 

It will be a 15-minute sus- 


con- 
a new 


| CBS. 
| tainer. 

Editor of the Child Study 
publications, Mrs. Fadiman 
wife of the ‘Information, 
qulsmaster. 


Assn. 
is the 
Please’ 


Natural al Affinity 


VU. S. Cihnsain Co. is buying spot 


| Crosley organization and Washing-., jannouncements on southern stations 


iton, giving attention te the Point |for its snuff products. The account 
Rationing Plan and spreading in- | wants to place them adjacent to hill- 
formation to food wholesalers and |billv show S, 


retailers, 


Arthur Kudner is the agency. 


out some 18 quarter hours for use in 
a ‘Beat the Seventh Column’ (acci- 
dents) campaign. Police patrol car 
made at least one trip daily to Hol- 
{man’s home and took away adio 
iscripts to WDAF. KCKN and WHB, 
jand to the headquarters of William 
| Kos sika, represenung Liberty Mi 
\tual Life Insurance and the Insti- 
{tute of Public Relations Kostka 
j}was here from New York working 
iwith the Kansas. City Safety 
|Council. 

| In all, some 24 quarter hours were 


|donated to the safety drivé by Ka 
|sas City broadcasters. KMBC’s own 
| writing staff added eight scripts to 
{those Holman freelanced. Police, 
fire and other civic departments and 
leaders cooperated in the educational 
drive, 


n- 





Indpls. Tabernacle Off 
MBS; Evangelist Dead 


One of Mutual’s two Sunday aft- 
ernoon periods of sponsored religion 
goes by the board Jan. 10. It’s the 
pickup from the tabernacle in In- 
dianapolis, 

Howard Kadel, evangelist, who 
started and conducted these broad- 
casts, died several days ago his 
| family has decided to drep the ra- 
dio connection. 


and 
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Gosch, Harris Claim ‘North Equity; 
Ask L.&M. to Include Them in Deal 


+ 
vw; 








Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Martin Gosch and Howard Harris 
declared today (Tuesday) that they 
have served notice on the Lennen & 
Mitchell agency that it will be 
served with injunction papers if the 
mystery - comedy, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North,’ is debuted on NBC Dec. 30 
without including them in the deal. 
‘North’ replaces the ‘Thin Man’ for 
Woodbury-Jergen. Gosch and Harris 
are currently the producers and 
writer, respectively, of the Abbott 
and Costello program (Camel). 

Gosch and Harris, through their 
lawyer, Richard Cantillon, claim to 
hold a property right in ‘North’ by 
virtue of the fact that last year they 
prepared a radio version of ‘North’ 
for the A. & S. Lyons office prelim- 
inary to its consideration by the 
Electric Light Industries for network 
sponsorship. The latter deal, with 
the N. W. Ayer agency as interme- 
diary, eventually fell through. Ac- 
cording to Gosch and Howard, they 
did the radio series under an agree- 
ment with Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
producer of the stage vers ion of 
‘North,’ Francis and Richard Lock- 

ridge, creators of the ‘North’ char- 
persed and Owen Davis, who made 
the stage adaptation. 

L. & M. which proposes to do its 
own production, made the deal di- 
rect with the Lockridges and Davis. 
Cantillon stated that his clients will 
contest legally any attempt to put the 
program on the air unless they re- 
ceive some settlement of their rights. 


BACHER IS OFF 
TREASURY 
SHOWS 


a 





Bill Bacher, whose option as di- 
rector of the ‘Camel Caravan’ was 
not renewed by the Esty agency, is 
also out as director of the 


Department shows, ‘Over 


Treasury 


two | 











Here’ on the Blue network and the | 


He 


stanza by 


recorded ‘Star Parade.’ 
ceeded on the ‘Over Here’ 
Henry Heyward, who recently 


is suc- | 


re- | 


signed from the Transamerican staff. | 


Bacher’s departure from 
Treasury shows followed a discus- 
£10n he had with Bill Murray, 
head of the William Morris agency 
and eoordinater of 
radio production, 
(16). 


last 
Murray had reminded him of 


the Treasury's | 
Wednesday | 


the 


radio | 


policies and instructions as received | 


from the Treasury and the Office of 
War Information. The following day 


Murray received Bacher’s resigna- 
tion. Murray relayed news of 
Bacher’s action on to Washington | 
ana ay 


on Friday (18) the OWi, coming 


to the conclusion that Bache 


wouldn't take instructions as to poli- | 


cies and script changes, 
Murray to accept the resi 
aaaition to 
had 


sad ? 
aavisea 


network shows 
produced 85 
rams for the 
campaign, 

Bacher was recently given a 
‘severe reprimand’ by the American | 
Federation of Radio Actors for al- 
leged violation of the union’s code 
of fair practices. Incident cited by 
AFRA occurred @uring an ‘Over 
Here’ rehearsal. 


transcribed 
Treasury's war 


pl! o- 
bond 





NBC Opens Production 
School for Employees 


NBC will form an Employee Pro- | 


duction Group to give free instruc- 
tion and training in radio directing, 


gnation. In | 


Bacher | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


sound effects, scripting and announc- | 


ing to its employees, 

Garnet Garrison, radio 
at Wayne University, Detroit, will 
conduct the ins truction, which is to 
begin soon after Jan, 1. 


instructor | 


Half-Listening 





Washington, Dec. 22. 

Great Britain’s post-war social 
security plan is upsetting Wash- 
ington bottlers. Soon after Bob 
Menefee mentioned the Beve- 
ridge Plan on his Sunshine News 
broadcast at 7:15 over WJSV, he 
was summoned to the telephone 
by the local bottlers’ association. 

Official said he had received a 
dozen calls from harassed bot- 
tlers asking: ‘Just what’s the 
dope on this new beverage plan 
and how will it affect our sup- 
plies and sales!’ 


Hedda Taking 
Plaint Against 
L.&M. to AFRA 








Hedda Hopper will take her com- 
plaint against Jergens and the Len- 
nen & Mitchell agency to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists. 
Whetker or not the union will fight 


the case for her will be up to the 


organization’s ‘national board, which 
meets every Thursday. The case has 
not yet been formally presented for 
its consideration, 

Miss Hopper was considered by 
Jergens as a replacement for the 
‘Parker Family’ series Sunday nights 
on the Blue for Woodbury but the 
sponsor and agency subsequentiy 


dropped the idea. Hollywood col- 
umnist elaims breach of contract. 


AFRA may either fight the case for | 


her or turn it over to the American 
Arbitration Assn. for settlement. 


SOUND WARNING 
UN DIRT, SLANG 


Complaints From _ Station 
Operators Pertain to ‘Girl 
Gags’ of Comics Broad- 
casting From Army Camps 
—Cuss Words and Double 
Entendre Freely Used in 
Nighttime Scripts 





PREY FOR BLUENOSES 





As indicated by letters received 
by ‘Variety’ during recent weeks, 
local broadcasters are becoming in- 
creasingly distressed over the lati- 
tude of language allowed some of the 
network comics and dramatic shows. 
The complaints, as expressed by 
these station operators, range from 
the tendency of comics while playing 
before service camp audiences to give 
a bluish tint to ‘girl gags’ to the 
free use of questionable expletives 
and double entendre in nighttime 
script programs. Most of the letters 
have sounded a note of warning, urg- 
ling that the networks bear down 
}on the culprits before the bluenoses 
| start up with their customary exag- 
| gerated alarum. 

One of the more articulate and 
|provocative notes on this theme 
comes from Barron Howard, busi- 
ness manager of 
| His letter follows: 

‘Damn! hell! guts! lousy! 
land other odd bits of profanity and 
vulgarity are commonplace on the 
lair now, particularly on programs 
|with a metropolitan origin. The ex- 





| 
| 
| 
| 


|planations range from ‘freedom of | 


‘this is war,’ and a plea 
‘realism.’ 
Easy Attention-Getter 
‘As usual, those who make these 
explanations have an axe to grind, 
j}and merely make use of surrounding 
(Continued on page 53) 


| the art’ to 
i for 








WRVA, Richmond. 


|be sponsored by the food account on 
These | 





+; 


Mounting Popularity of Russe 
Music May Provide Opening 
For Another Performance Group 





vv 


With Hisses 


This Monday's 
‘Bulldog 
Clothes), 
folding, 
instead 
ton, 





(28) episode of 
Drummond,’ (Howard 
which is slated for 

will have two villains 

of the customary single- 


named 
Hooper. 


Blocki Quits B&B 


To Join K&E:; Will 
Steer Kellogg's 


One villain will be 
Crossley and the other, 











Fritz Blocki, of the Benton & 
Bowles director staff, has 
effective next week, to become as- 
sistant to Dwight Mills, vice-presi- 
dent and radio director of the Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt agency. He will su- 
pervise ‘Superman’ and ‘Breakfast at 
Sardi’s,’ on Mutual and the Blue, re- 
spectively, for Kellogg’s. 

‘Superman,’ now a sustainer, 


resigned, 


will 


a western hookup, starting Jan. 4, 
and, after 13 weeks, the deal will be 
extended to the full network. ‘Break- 
fast at Sardi’s’ is now locally spon- 
sored, so Kellogg will take it on all 
available stations, starting Jan. 4, 
with the idea of ultimately assuming 
sponsorship on the remaining sta- 


tions. 
Kenyon & Eckhardt’s only other 
network show currently is ‘One 


Man’s Family,’ on NBC for Fleisch- 


mann’s yeast. 
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Some broadcasters foresee the rise 
of still another performance group 
in this country unless one of the 
existent organizations, particularly 
ASC. P, undertakes in the near fu- 
ture to absorb American licensing 
representation of the mounting 


| works of modern Russian composers 


who have begun to receive popular 
attention in this country. These 
broadcasters anticipate that when 
the time becomes ripe somebody will 
organize a setup similar to Ricordi 
or SESAC for the purpose of licens- 
ing the performing rights of such 
Russian composers. A couple of 
broadcast licensees have already 
asked John G. Paine, ASCAP gen- 
eral manager, what his organization 
proposes to do about this conting- 
ency. 

The Soviet government does not 
recognize the property rights of the 
individual, but only that of the state, 
with the result that Russian compos- 
ers have appointed their own agent- 
representatives in the United States 
whose function it is to take out the 
necessary copyrights and issue li- 
censes for the various rights granted 
under our copyright law. Broad- 
casters find that when they want to 
use the works of certain Russian 
composers, particularly those whose 
music impart the vigor and fighting 
spirit of modern Russia, they have 
to pay some pretty stiff fees. 


TALK COCACOLA 
SPOT FOR 
DOWNEY 





Talks are going on between the 
Blue Network and the D’Arcy 
agency about spotting Morton 


| Downey for a daily matinee quarter- 


‘Show Business _ | 


At War” 


hour (3 o’clock), starting Jan. 24, in 
behalf of Coca-Cola. 

| This group of programs would 
lsupplement the same _ account's 
| nightly dance band series on the 
| same network. 


| Benny Rubin, Mary Small 


And Guest Names On 
New CBS Sustainer 


Benny Rubin, Mary Smail, Don 


Waiker’s orchestra, a male vocalist 
and guest names will top a new va- 
riety series 10:30-11 pt Viondays 
on CBS, starting Feb, 15 Bill Rob- 
ison. will produce and Margaret 
Lewerth and Rubin will script it 

Theme of the show will be the 
music, stage and films of the 1920s 
and early ’30s. It will start as a 

istainer and be give a buildup for 
possible sale. 


Madeleine Carroll 
USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL | 


‘Radio Reader’ on CBS 


Madeleine Carroll will be the 
‘Radio Reader’ when that series re- 
turns Jan. 11 to CBS. Show will be 
spotted at 5-5:15 p.m. instead of its 
former morning time, replacing ‘Are 
You a Genius?’ which moves to 5:30- 
9:45 p.m. 

Actual 
read are 
intention 
initely. 





stories Miss Carroll is to 
not definitely set, but the 
is to continue her indef- 
The series will be cffered 
for sale. When ‘Radio Reader’ was 
aired last spring Mark Van Doren 
and then Margaret Webs were on 


Vialga ter 


+ 
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Some Radio Execs See Threat to Biz | | "™"°""* 














workers in the radio 


vineyard are beginning to won- 














Musical Xmas Package 











sue ? resi 
der whether the Tweniy-year P ° ° ° ° ( 
In Plans for Standard ictol \ a | Glob. composed of ‘pioneers’ | Sterling Subbing Special 60-Min. Songfest Fri. (25) 
in broadcasting, may ot turn in Place of 4 Serials 
- out one of those originally 
good ideas which went haywire 
Some radio executives were con- Freedom House Will because of an unrestraimeda Sterling Products has cancelled; no commercial copy on the stanza, 
I UF a) Y° 1} icit . . t > - » ic » i ul val . . 
S bly perturbed last week ove surge for publicity the Christmas (Friday) broadcasts but the sponsor is getting the ain 
‘in’ Se cae . R One of the wisecracks around Pin hs os ae | credit via advance mentions on the 
the a tie ot several oi the Put the € to umors the trade is that it won't be long of its four serials in the pe P-™-| four serials being replaced for the 
larger advertisers who have been} = _ before the club will welcome block on NBC and will substitute @ proadeast. 
in Washington attempting to solicit Freed Hou ill follow it any one who came in contact special 60-minute musical show, Air Features, producing the spe- 
reeaom ouse Wi t V Lo ont ¢ sal F ; ; . - 
; = ees — Te |} with a crystal set 20 years ago, ein. : en , ++... | Cial program, also produces the four 
support for a ‘Victory Brand’ label. | ‘Voice of Freedom’ program on} > wrate : alcard to Sta- Christmas Bells ~U.S 5. renee | seriz ‘Backstage fife.” ‘Stell 
bili i 7 oc f | or wrote a_ postalcal o Sta will have Frank Munn, Vivien della serials. Backstage Wife, Stella 
"hen - , eye >S an ' = . ‘ »* ’ . ° ? » . ° , « ’ ih ta 
Their plan is to stabilize grades an WMCA. N. Y., with a ‘rumor clinic’| tion telling of the good recep- |Chiesa, Conrad Thibault, Evelyn Dallas,’ ‘Lorenzo Jones’ and ‘Young 
quality and e the one brand-label a . Perey i } . } ight fore . = —e 2 ll = : digas: ] oy ‘own.’ for , acke 
quality and e A ra ade" | show. New program will use a board | tion he got the night before, | MacGregor, Marian McManus and Widder Brown, for the Bla ke tts 
for the duration. Thus they expect | , P represent: nis Rvan as soloists, with Victor S@a™ple-Hummert agency, New York. 
‘ olve the transportation problems | *' 1ffed by lawmen and representa- Denis Ryan as soloists, wi sesame on 
uU >» ‘ ; se iD c : 7 d os a — PURE a 
whic are lac 19 heir current | tives of the various governmental b Arden batoning the orchestra. 
which are plaguing their current | § t : ne 
existenc ‘nite ted in combating rier $ to ncen Ya e They're all from the accounts two G R . M . U At 
stence agencies intereste i combating | 2 e es owe ' 
G Britain lved it istribu et | Sunday night musical programs, 100. oosen Ooves p : 
reat "ital solver ] qaistriou- rumors. M k t ‘ _C ’ - y 7 . 
sl Manhé n Merry-Go-Round’ and 
tion and transportation probiem Ds Slated to tee off early in February, On Larger ar e S$ eo nto ‘ t. nig peggy ne W BBM; Continuity Head 
zoning the marketing of manufac- | jt will be a weekly quarter-hour on te Saat | See ic? - : Chicago, Dec. 22 
: Ss 
ured aterials ‘hus a biscuit | Thursday evenings. : . . | a , “aes : - , 
ar ae elie England re ee oe Carter's Little Liver Pills is drop- | There will be about 40 numbers George Roosen, formerly a WBBM 
naker | the . . englanc a —— . . 5 ] “oy ¢ . > 
sowee ailaee tri ti n to the region ping out of the supplementary mar-| heard on the show, including stand- producer, became head of the sta- 
stricts GISEFIDt o i 1€ “8! . . ’ . . . . °o j j > - > "Ele 
‘ yund . slant ‘a th the rest of Ralph Kirbery, who was billed in/|kets it now patronizes and will use| ard Christmas music of the U. S. tions continuity department recent- 
around his ant, W! t! S | J» , : P : beknetyr icp aan 
the pao “y ere covered by other |'adio as ‘The Dream Singer,’ has|the money thus saved to increase its; and other United Nations. With so ly, succeeding Ward Caille. 
" 0 ahd bak “Competition is tacit, | Just passed his flying test with the |schedules in the larger markets. | many selections to be crowded into Caille joined the J. Walter Thomp- 
Biscu wa! tS : = ‘ cg . shite : : : ; H ¥ } ; ; | “Oo "yy “" yj. ict: ‘ 
but adv rt ing is sustained since | 4'™My training force at Berry Field,| The expansion will be from five} the single hour, most of them will) son agency here as assistant to 
bra " ae sae ‘beat ates = the | Nashville. to seven announcements a week. | be merely capsuled. There will be’ Buckingham Gunn, radio head. 
brand names ; >} \ 1e 
exchange of labels. ———EE ee = _______ — 
A domestic example might have 


Del Monte, which cans on the Coast, 
distribute some of its products with 
the label of White Rose, which cans 
in the east. And White Rose would 
do the same with Del Monte labels. 
Thus, although each would distribute 
both be aiding in the survivai of 
valuable brand names. 

The efficacy of this system so far 
as advertising is concerned is patent, 
since without advertising the media 
of communication and information 
would either fold or require Govern- 
ment subsidies. 


Clear Channel 
Group Protests 
WNYC Full-Time 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

The Clear Channel Broadcasting 
Service, acting on behalf of 15 Clear 
Channel stations, filed a petition 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission yesterday (Monday) for 
rehearing and leave to intervene in 
the application of the city of New 
York municipal broadcasting system 
for night-time operation of station 
WNYC, which was granted by the 
FCC on December 1, 

Station WNYC operates on the 
same frequency as station WCCO in 
Minneapolis. a lear Channel sta-} 
t al 

Pr 





or to the FCC’s granting of the 
application 


lor special service au- 
thorization, the N. Y. station had to 
sign off at sunset in Minneapolis. 
By its Dec. 1 order, the Commission 
extended WNYC's operating hours, 
provision that.it use a di- 

rectional antenna in broadcasting 

a g the extra time. 

The Ctear Channel group’s petition | 
asked that the FCC reconsider and | 
vacate its Dee. 1 order granting 


WNYC’s application, and either deny 





t pvolicatior or designate it 

G. a the attorne 
¢ . 
i é petitione Allan B. Mi 
ri Tr ed yet it for ‘ 
( ie } 


BLUE CLEARS 15-MIN. 
SLOT FOR GRACTE FIELDS 


Tl Blue Network cleared the 
ne time schedule ordered by Pall 
Ma!l cigarets for Gracie Fields. 
Starting Jan. Il she will have the 
10.15-10.30 period Monday through 
Friday. 

The program that had been in the 
“ was Hall Bros.’ ‘Here Comes 
the Navy,’ filling the Friday 10-10.30 
p. m. slot. The latter account has 
asreed to take the 8.30-9 of the same 
evening 


Ted Byron Back in U. S. 


Ted Byron, radio writer-director, 
hus just returned to the U. S. after 
a yvear in South America as adver- 
tising manager for Sterling Products 
in Peru, Bolivia and Colombia. 

He has joined the radio staff of 
the Office of War Information 














. prescription, 


and we take it ourselves! 


“Keep advertising. Keep *em remembering.” That’s been the BLUE Network’s 


wartime prescription for American business. 


It’s a much needed prescription. Because it prevents loss of memory by customers 


in these days...when so many products are off the market... 


much going on to make folks forget to buy. 


and when there's se 


Has rationing or war production left you with “nothing to sell”? Then take a 


tip from several successful BLUE sponsors. Tell the publie how to make your 


product go farther. Tell them what you re doing for Vietory. “Aeep ‘em remember- 


ess 


agaim im post war days. 


Or, if you still have a produet to market 


sales message. “Aeep ‘em remembering” 


remembering your name , 


' 
to buy, now! 


... then let the BLL I 


.. remembering the product vou ll want to sell 


broadeast your 


‘That's the BLLE prescription. And we take it ourselves, That's why we're here 


now, to keep vou remembering these important facts about the BLU 


tions, not counting the 


extra stations available, 


353 new 
sponsors 


That's more than any 
other network signed in 
1942...even without in- 
cluding our special Vic- 
tory Program sponsors. 


fo) 


a 
a 


Xx \Uys , atatione Leg es 
7 ee “we new stations RY, -. 
dded to the BLUE ir te 
aN EMENsE \ roe Votal, 146. at ; REMEMBER’ 
. : | 








~ 


VY 561 counties 


that count 


The BLUE delivers betier 
than 86% coverave of the 
561 counties that da RO 


of U.S. retail buying. 


Listenership 
bonus 
New programs, plus aggres- 
sive audience promotion, 


have built BLUE. histener- 
ship far ahead of rates. 
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CAMEL RENEWAL 
MINUS BACHER 


The ‘Camel Caravan’ on CBS Fri- 
day nights drops 15 minutes from 
its present hour of running time 
Jan. 8, and the only one connected 
show whose contract has 
is the director, 


with the 
not been renewed 
William Bacher. 

In addition to the standing cast, 
Herb Shriner, Xavier Cugat and 
Georgia Gibbs, the series will con- 
tinue to use guest comics. 





Humble Oil to Air 
Cotton Bowl on TQN 


San Antonio, Dec. 22 

The Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
has obtained broadcast rights of the 
Cotton Bowl 
will be aired to Texas listeners on 
New Year’s Day over the facilities 
of the Texas Quality Network. Game 
will originate on WFAA, Dallas, and 
will be carried by WBAP, Fort 
Worth; WOAI here, and KPRC, 
Houston. Account is handled through 
the Franke - Wilkinson - Achiewetz, 
Inc., Agency. 

Even with gas rationing Humble 
has been a heavy user of radio time 
the past football season, airing 10 
games of the Southwest Conference. 


annual game, which 


NBC RENEWS 4: 


CBS RE-SIGNS | 





Standard Brands last week re- 


newed with NBC for its Edgar Ber- | 


a es 
gen and ‘One Man’s Family’ pro- 
grams, while General Foods through 
Benton & Bowles okayed 


| 13-week for ‘Night 


| 


twirl 





|Other NBC renewals involved the 
Sealtest-Rudy Vallee program and 
‘The Fitch Bandwagon.’ 

| Columbia got a renewal from 


| Campbell Soup for the ‘Radio Read- 
lers’ Digest,’ a Transamerican 
'duction. 


pro- 


another | 


Editor.’ | 


to Air New Year’s 
Prayers on the Hour 





Mutual will insert a minute of 
prayer on the hour almost every 
hour of New Year’s Day. The pray- 
ers will be read by clergymen, com- 
mentators and announcers. 


During the Cotton Bow] and East- 
West football games, the prayers will 
be read from the playing field be- 
tween halves. 





Clear That Schnoz 


Vick Chemical is spotting a spe- 
campaign in its inhaler’s be- 
half. The schedule is three night- 
time chainbreaks a week for 13 
weeks, starting Jan. 4 

Morse International is the agency. 


cial 











the 
ear 


9 





cost. 





*Teamed 
+ 99 
sponsorship 
If your product is 
duration, you can 
“Keep “em remembering ” 


2 weeks a vear at I3-w eek 


out for 


Most homes 
per dollar 


Truer than ever today. 
The BLUE can carry your 
message into more homes 
per dollar than any other 
national medium. 





to reserve 


you 8a 








Ask vour Blue 


representative 


of 


copy 


the new Survey of Daytime 


Listening Habits. Out soon! 


The Plue Network. 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


SLICING THE HOURS IN HALF 


“MBS 





+ —_—_— —~- 


7 


THREE GO-MIN, 


No IN 4d 


‘Lux Theatre,’ Kay Kyser 
and Goodwill Hour Only 
Network Full-Hour Shows 
Next Year—Kate Smith 
and Kraft Cut to 30 Min- 


utes——‘Caravan’ to 45 





‘THIN MAN’ MOVES IN 


Foods’ 


show 


With General the 
Kate Smith half- 
hour, effective Jan. 8 or 15, network 
will start off 1943 with but 
one-hour shows. The 
survivors will ve ‘The Lux Theatres’ 
(CBS), Kay Kyser (NBC) and the 
Goodwill (Blue), the 
‘Camel Caravan’ goes to 45 minutes 


slicing 
down to a 


radio 


three hour 


Hour since 


Jan. 8, and the ‘Kraft Music Hall’ 
moves into the half-hour category 
Jan. 7. 

The second half of Miss Smith’s 


present hour on CBS Friday nights 
will be occupied by ‘The Thin Man’ 
series, which has been released by 
the Andrew Jergens Co. The Smith 


show will continue to plug Jell-o 
and Jell-o pudding, while the com- 
edy-mystery will do service for 


Sanka (Young & Rubicam) and Post 
Toasties (Benton & Bowles). 


‘Thin Man,’ bought as a pack- 
age, will be produced on the out- 
side, but the program’s_ super- 


vision will fall to Benton & Bowles, 
since it will have far more stations 
in the hookup than Young & Ru- 
bicam. It was Y.&R. that contacted 
‘Thin Man’s’ owner, Hyman Brown, 
when Jergens failed to pick up the 
option and called Genera] Foods’ 
attention to the show’s availability. 
The reported price for the package 
is $3,600, the same as was paid by 
Jergens. 

Benton & Bowles will have a fill- 
in problem when it takes over the 
mystery. The original broadcast will 
run but 25 minutes (8:30-8:55 p.m.), 
while the rebroadcast at 12:30 a.m, 
EWT will have to consume a half- 
hour of running time. In the case of 
the Smith show, the solution was 
easy. All the producer had to do 
was add five minutes of band music. 


Thompson Renews 
All Spots; May 
Amplify Some 





J. Walter Thompson is not only 
renewing all the spot accounts now 
carried on the agency’s books, but 
is contemplating enlarging the mar- 
kets Of several of them, particularly 
Superin, an asperin put out by the 
Carter’s Little Liver Pills firm. 
Superin announcement are now 
cleared over but five ations. 

The spot busine lated for re- 
newal for the init 13 weeks of °43 


are Mentholatum, Block Drug (Gold 
Medal Capsules), Old Gold, Lux and 
Ward Bread. 


James Jewell Joins 


CBS Production Staff 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
James Jewell has resigned as 
vice-president in charge of radio of 
the MacFarland & Aveyard agency 


to join the CBS production staff 
here. Resignation was effective 
Dec. 19. 


Jewell, who joined the agency last 
August, was previously radio direc- 
tor of the Stack-Goble agency and 





formerly program and_ production 


nanager f Ww Ty TY 
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MC May Broaden Its View of War 


Essentiality of Broadcasting Personnel —_Shelved Gov't Program 


Washingt Dec. 22 
Wa lanpowe!r (ommission Is pre- 
Da g ) ake a liberal view of 
t! anpower situa n the radio 
broadcasting industry There have 
been reports that WMC is inclined 


*— 


i | nouncel Ne 


| airwaves over WDSU 


to regard as essential only those 
perso: in the broadcasting field | 
who are more or less directly con- 
eerned with the dissemination of 
news and information, a_ service 
which is looked upon by Govern 

ment officials as essential. 


However. Federal Communications 


Commission officials have been 
meeting with WMC officials and it 
is understood that they have re- 


peatedly pointed out that the entire 
structure of broadcasting rests on 
the foundation of commercial broad- 


casting, and that stations cannot 
exist solely for the purpose of 
broadcasting news and information 


unle the Gi is prepared 


to dize them for this purpose. 


vernment 
SUDs 
Important factor in the consider- 
ation of the essentiality of the radio 
broadcasting industry and its per- 
sonnel is that audiences must be 
built up and sustained. This cannot 
be done overnight. or in a_ short 
space of time. Without giving con- 
tinuous service and without attract- 
ing listeners to tune in, the audi- 
ence will not be developed. Audi- 
ences, it is well known, cannot be 
attracted at the will of the broad- 
caster. 

This important factor will be given 


every consideration by WMC in ar- 
riving at its final conclusions re- 
specting the essential character of | 


personnel in radio broadcasting. 








WMC will soon revise its list of | 
critical occupations in the radio | 
broadcasting industry. When the 


list is revised, within the next week 
or so will be found to include oc- 
listed as ‘critical’ which 
formerly were not so regarded. 

The original list was 
Selective Service, after 
by the WMC, in the middle of Octo- 
. ber 


cupations 


by 


issued 


and included all critical occu- 
pations in the communications in- 
dustry, including telephone, tele- 
graph, radio broadcasting and news- 
reels 


Fly Optimistic 
Chairman James L. Fly of 
FCC told his press conference Mon- 


certification | 





N.O.’s Ist Femme Staff 

Gabber Makes Debut 
New Oriean Dec. 22 

The long-expected has happene 
The citv's first femme staff an- 
aebut on tne 
She is Judith 
sang with 


ade her 


is n 


Lawton, who formerly 
bands 

Station’s staff had so hard 
hit by selective service during past 
few months that Joe Uhalt, president 
of WDSU. decided to switch to 
femme spielers. Miss Lawton 
handles commercials, remote con- 
trols, news and sports during her 
shift at the mike. 


Town also has femme sports com- 
mentator in Jill Jackson (WWL), but 
Miss Lawton is first girl to hold 
down regular announcer’s berth 


been 


ALL THAT TALK 
AND NOW NO 
POSTERITY 


Washington, Dec. 22. 
Millions of words of publie utter- 


anees and educational radio pro- 
grams recorded on government- 
owned discs are to be scrapped in 


furtherance of the war effort. Office 
of Price Administration announced 
Saturday (19) that these discs will 


be melted down to add to the supply | 
in the pro- | 


used 
rubber substitutes and 
By its order, OPA 


of vital materials 
duction of 
synthetic rubber 


freed the sale and transfer of used 
government-owned recording discs 
from price control in order to aid 
ithe War Production Board’s drive 


| 


the | (potyviny] 


to increase the available supply of 
the materials. 
Government is among the large 
users of recording dises on which 
transcriptions are made. The rec- 
ords are made of high grade resins 
chloride copolymer) 
be reclaimed and used 


which can 


think there is a very good prospect 


that they will come off with a pretty | 
good understanding as to the essen-/ 


tial character of the radio business 
and ultimately a recognition of all 
j the essential features of that bus!- 


day (21) that he was optimistic 
about the eventual decision of the| 
War Manpower Commission as to 
the essential character of the radio 
broadcasting industry and its per- 
s0nne! 

Staffs of FCC and WME have held 
- ber of consultations with each 
other, Chairman Fly said, 


“and I! ness.’ 
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Jane Crusinberry’s Reply 
Indicates Procrastination 


New York 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
My attention has just 
an article which appeared in the 
‘Inside Stuff-Radio’ in your 
ie of Dec. 9, 1942, in which it 
vas stated I was responsible for the 
abandonment of the ‘Victory Volun- 


been called 


( umn 


teers’ broadcasts over NBC; that the 
special series of ‘The Story of Mary 
Marlin’ was set for Nov. 23, and be- 
cause of my failure to supply 


the scripts on time a_ substitution 
was made and the series postponed 
juntil Nov. 30; that when the second 
ideadline approached, 1 submitted 
ithe same scripts as for my regular 
‘serial, and it then being too late for 
|\OWI to obtain a substitute a second 
| week in a row, the entire series was 
lended. 

| I was approached in Oct. by Kirby 
Hawkes of Benton and Bowles to 
lwrite a series uf five scripts for this 
broadcast, and was given the choice 
of either of the two subjects, ‘The 
Allied Nations’ or ‘The Merchant 
Marine,’ but was told that the broad- 
were planned for the latter 
part of November or the early part 
lof December, but to do no work 
‘until I was further advised. In order 
| that there might be no delay, how- 
lever, I did, with considerable ex- 
| pense to myself, develop a plot for 


casts 


a story on each subject assigned, 
although I had received no confir- 


mation or date of broadcast. I was 
‘quite surprised .later to receive a 
| letter from Mr. (Larry) Menkin of 
ithe OWI, dated Nov. 6, assigning me 
lan entirely different subject, ‘Divide 
land Conquer, with a large amount 
lof material, which I required 
to study, and advised that the scripts 


mc 
a 


must be available for broadcast the 
week of Nov. 23. This was later 
jconfirmed in a letter from Mr. 


Hawkes dated Nov. 9. 
In answer to Mr. Hawkes’ sugges- 
tion that if this was not time enough, 
ito let him.know, I did immediately 
write Mr. Hawkes that it would be 
physically impossible for me to do 
the subject justice in that length of 
ltime, and followed it up with an 
|inquiry as to whether a postpone- 
}ment could be arranged to Nov. 30, 
jand that I would submit a sugges- 
ition within a few days for his con- 
| sideration. 
| Having heard nothing, I wired him 
jon Nov. 18 as follows: ‘Only possible 
;}way could do Government scripts 
was ‘to use them as current ‘Marlin’ 
day. Not 
had to co 


iplot two shots a having 
hear from you tinue 


writing and planned on Noy. 30, Re- 
(arranged Marlin plot to do this.’ and 
received a wire, ‘Will let you know 


i 
r;about Government show before noon 
tomorrow’ (Nov. 20). 


i; I subsequently talked to Mr 
tT a~ ie las - ada. fan ~~ —~-] Ls 
44aQAWACS iViigg Uisvalice, aiiu ie ifi- 
formed me that my proposed plan 


met with the approval 








| 


| 


i 
| 


} 


| 


of the Gov- | 


ernment for broadcast Nov. 30 and I 
proceeded accordingly and sub- 
mitted my scripts and was shocked 
to receive a wire from Mr. Hawkes 
on Novy, 28: “Now completely _be- | 

dered. Notified this morning by | 
NBC that Government show ecan- 
called for good,’ 

I had had no explanation for the 
cancellation other than that eon- 
|tained in your article. I feel that 
a grave injustice has been done ito 


me in that it has been made to ap- 
pear that I have failed or been un- 
x ng to coun- 


ng cooperate with 
as a mat- 


my 


in the war effort when, 


ter of fact, I have personally in 

ed considerable expense and de- 

ote a large amount of time so 

i might make a contribution 

to plan, which I was most will- 
{ ) 

I feel I am no way responsible 
fé the cancellation of the broad- 
cast because at all times I kept 
Benton & Bowles advised of the sit- 
uation that it was necessary for me 
to change my plot three times in 


;order to work out the problem, and 
that I acted at all times under in- 
structions, I do not believe you 
| Wish to be unfair in any statements 
;made in your publication and that 
you will, without delay, investigate 
jthe matter and print in an early 
jedition a statement relieving me of 
jthe unfair accusation against me. 

Jane Crusinberry. 





Bowling on Network 


Cleveland, Deo. 28. 
Sammy Levine, WHK_ bowling 
editor and commentator, will go 
| coast-tg-coast over Mutual beginning 
| Jan. &. 
| Program 
Topics’ 





will be called ‘Tenpin | 








~~ a 


| personne! 


ancing Lesson a la Per Inquiry 





The Metropolitan Advertising Co. of New York is offering broad- 


casters a per inquiry deal with a slightly different twist. 
is in the business of selling large paper dia- 


Miniature Ballroom, 


The account, 


grams which, when laid out on the floor, serve as aids to self-instruc- 


tion in dancing 


The agency's alternate propositions to stations are: 


(1) a specifie 


sum of money will be allocated to a local station with the proviso 
that it will go on playing a schedule of quarter-hour programs of re- 
corded dance music until it has pulled in sales, an amount equal to 
four times that of the payment for time, or (2) a straight split of 


3311/3 on the proceeds from each order. 


tion book sells for $1. 





The diagrams and instruc- 











Walt Framer and Pitt's WWSW Part 
After Tiff on ‘Backstage Spotting 





Pittsburgh, Dee. 22. 
Texas Ad Agcys. Merge Walt Framer, WWSW’s ace special 
ik Ri: events man and novelty show an- 


San Antonio, Dec. 22. 
Claude Aniol now heads the Aniol 
as well as the Bernard Erooks Ad- 
vertising Agency in a merger of the 


nouncer, and that indie station came 
to a parting of the ways recently 
after an association of more than 10 
Manager Frank Smith's feel- 





| years. 


two local companies. Brooks vol- Ss ; 
“ean ee _.,/ings toward Framer have been 
unteered as a private in the Army | _)” ee Seine 
. : strained for several months now, 
Air Force. Aniol will handle and a hee 
. 1l accounts until Brooks ever since latter took his ‘Nixon 
service a acc¢ s s > - 
coe ; | Backstage program from WWSW to 
returns. } Se 
Shots ies handle a number | “7° AE, the Mutual outlet here, and 
agencies he é Pugier 
f i at pence —atinendin | boiling point was understood to have 
oe. ee eee ee - ibeen reached when Framer made 
oe” la pitch to Warner Bros., for 


PITCHING FOR 
THE N.Y. RUBES 


Cincinnati, Dec. 22. 

NBC last week signed Merton 
Emmert, assistant farm program di- 
rector of WLW, to take over Jan. 4 
as farm program director of WEAF, 
New York. So far as is known here, 
WEAF is the first New York City 
station tu establish such a post. 

Emmert joined WLW in 1939. He 
was studying agriculture at the Kan- 
sas State College and was one of the 
first two winners of WLW’s Farm 
Scholarships, offered annually since 
then. These awards provide radio 
training with pay for six months at 
Crosley stations 


COHN’S NEW FCC POST 
Washington, Dec. 22. 
Mareus Cohn, Federal Communi- 
cations Commission attorney, has 
been made chief of the law depart- 


iment inquiry and field operations di- 


vision. He replaces Seymour Krieg- 
er who went into the Army. 

The division handled by Cohn in- 
vestigates complaints received about 
and activ ot 


language domestic stations 


ities foreign 


Kansas City.—John McKee, script 
editor at KMBC, has resigned to 
take public relations post at North 
American Aviation piant here. 


whom he’s m.c.’d a morning program 
from Enright theatre, to switch that 


|show from WWSW to WCAE, too. 
‘Nixon Backstage’ has long been a 
locally popular show, being inter- 


views with legit stars at Nixon Mon- 
day nights following the opening of 
every new play. 

Although Smith resented Fram- 
er’s taking broadcast to WCAE, he 
let it pass, but hit the ceiling upon 


| hearing of the other proposed switch 
| 


and promptly tied the can to his 
star. Whispered around, however, 
that Framer wasn't too upset about 
it, since he had practically landed 
a berth at WCAE when and if. Only 
last week he was the subject of a 
glowing article in radio section of 
Bulletin-Index, local news - mag 
weekly. 


STATION, PRODUCTION 





MGRS. OF KFRC IN NAVY 


San Franciseo, Dec. 22 


Both the station and production 





tduction head to 


managers of KF RC, Don Lee-Mutual 
station here, are following the com- 


mercial manager into the armed 
services. William D. Pabst, station 
manager, left Thursday (17) for 


duty with the navy as a senior-grade 


lieutenant. Dan J. Donnelly, sales 
manager moved up to the manager 
post 

Mel Venter vacates the job of vro- 


become a junior- 
| grade lieutenant in the Coast Guard. 
Successor to Venter will be Pat 
|\Kelly, a writer and producer at 


ler rn 1.4 
i Arne for eignt years. 








= = —- —- 
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Under-Calculation 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 

Over-printing a studio as the means of combating gas rationing on 
the Coast boomeranged for Pedlar & Ryan at recent broadcast of 
Screen Guild’s ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ Figuring that there would be many 
missouts due to the petrol squeeze, agency ordered 100 more tickets 
printed than the KNX studio would hold, being as a full house was in 
order due to the gala proportions of the program. 

In addition to airing with the original stars of what is rated one of 
the best pictures of the year, Bette Davis also appeared to make the 
Red Book award to ‘Miniver.’ Ducat holders, sensing the magnitude of 
the affair, lined up early. When capacity was reached, KNX ushers 
shut the doors on a big. crowd holding tickets. Rap was partially 
eased by rainchecks for the following week’s broadcast, with some 
accepting and others leaving in a huff. 

There'll be no more over-printing of KNX studios, no matter what, 
CBS has ruled. 


‘ mentator, is off on a tour to Wash- 

ington, Boston and New York, where 

FOR TIME IN | he will interview leading war fig- 
ures for transcription broadcasts. 











Murray Young’s ‘Tour’ 
Cleveland, Dec. 22. 


| Murray Young, WHK news com-) 


| Taylor & Son. In his absence, Carl 
| Mark handles the mike. 


Wm. | 


Directors Guild Admits 
5 New Members; Set 
Off-Record Naval Talk 


Radio Directors Guild admitted five | 
additiona] new members at its regu- | 
| lar membership meeting last 
| week (14). Newcomers included 
| Harry Ackerman, of Young & Rubi- 
icam; Leonardo Bercovici, freelance; 
| Walter Craig, Benton & Bowles; Guy 
| della Cioppa, CBS, and John Taylor. 
|Pedlar & Ryan. 





Following the meeting there was 
an off-the-record talk by Commander 
Sidney Bunting, flag secretary of the 


' 
| 
| 


eastern coast, U. S. Navy, the first a} 
|series of such appearances by Army. | 
Navy and Marine officers to famili-| 
|arize the directors with the work of | 


the armed services, with the idea of 
improving the quality and authen- 
| ticity of programs dealing with the 
war. 





Troy—Carl Schon is new = an- 
nouncer at WTRY. He had been 
|with WORC, Worcester, Mass 


NBC Claims Big Listener Margin 


In Preliminary Results of Survey 


Charles B. Brown, NBC director 
of advertising and promotien, last 
week explained at a trade luncheon 
the mechanics and preliminary tre- 
sults obtained in the 
latest survey of nationwide listen- 
ing habits. The probe this time 
used 2,100,000 cards, as compared 
to the 1,400.000 used in °40 and ap- 
proximately 255,000 usable replies 
were received. The return figured 
12%. or 1% better than it had been 
for the 1940 survey. 

Out of the preliminary analysis 


network § 


of the cards has come the first of | 


two proposed promotional works, 
‘A Tale of 412 Cities... NBC’s claim 
is that in these towns of 25,000 popu- 
lation or more, its lead on the ques- 


ition of stations ‘listened to most’ was 
inearly four to one over the near- 


est competitive network. The day- 
time breakdown along similar lines 
will be contained in the eseconc 


nighttime 


volume The 
y> by city in 


Sesaedih : 
re@ats City 


analysis 
individual 
oreakdowns 

The four questions posed by the 
NBC postcard were: 

‘l1. What radio stations do you 
and your family listen to regu- 
larly at night after dark? 

‘2. Which one of these sta- 
tions do you listen to most at 
night after dark? 

‘3. What radio stations do you 
and your family listen to regu- 
larly during daylight hours? 

‘4. Which one of these stations 
do you listen to during daylight 
hours?’ 





Sidney Flamm, vice-president and 
eemmercial manager of WPAT, 
Paterson, will be working out of 
N.Y. after the first of the year, when 
ne station opens sales offices. 























Young is sponsored’ by 


Howard Clothes, having dropped 
its Mutual network show, is shop- 
ping for local program deals, sim- 
ilar to its WNEW, N. Y., setup in 
the seven other cities in which the 
chain has retail outlets. These cities 
a-e Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, Syracuse, Providence 
and Worcester, Mass. 

The switch to local coverage was 
presaged by Howard's renewal, last 
week, of its WNEW schedule for 52 
weeks. This schedule uses 28 slots 
per week aimed at a maximum fre- 
quency of impression within the ap- 
propriation available. The schedule 
ranges from early morning to late - 
evening shows, uses no spot an- 
nouncements, has representation on 
each of the outlet’s most popular 
shows. 

Howard's 52-week renewal is in- 
teresting since Crawford Clothes, 
also a chain outfit, last week inked 
a 52-week renewal with WMCA, 
N. Y. However, these so-called non- 
cancellable renewals are viewed 
with skepticism by the trade, since 
every time contract now contains a 
War clause giving the sponsor an out 
in case of an Act of God, event’s 
beyond the sponsor's control, ration- 
ing, etc. | 





YOUNG, GRUENBERG 
ON P&G’S ‘HAPPINESS’ 


John S. Young will be the scripter 
and Axel Gruenberg the director of 
‘Right to Happiness’ when Procter 
& Gamble, through the Compton 
agencv brings the serial to New | 
York starting Monday (28). Rights | 
io the title were bought by the spon- 
sor from Irna Ds, ! 
and former author. Art Gladd had | 
recently been writing it for her. but | 
he is expected to go into the Army 
and Miss Phillips did not want to 
take on the writing herself 

Contrary to general policy with | 
Compton shows. ‘Right to Happiness’ | 
will be produced by the agency for | 
+} . . 1 
tne present, instead of being assigned 
to an outside package 
Whether that will be a 





Phillins itis ownel 





precedent | 
for other of the agency's programs | 
remains to b 


Almost immediately the 


mee On, ae 
AOE" 
Xs: SS x 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE PEOPLE 


S¢ta, Ne 
WMntsth, NEW 
As Pearl Harbor flamed into total war, news dispatches 


producer. | of the conflict were flooded with names of strange 
places known only to most people in legend and story. 





need became apparent for 


be seen. There is some | 

talk in the trade that it will, in tine | fuller understanding, greater knowledge of the coun- 
aaa eee trymen our soldiers would meet in waging global war. 
_ With the The significance of news happenings would be clearer, 
iewieaad” aaie oe aa | we felt, if our listeners understood the political back- 
“ih — P. & G. laundry oap to | ground, the mingled race heritages, the conflicting 
bit orins ae wes ck ae ee national aims of countries on whose soil war would 
bur will supervise it for Compton be fought. 

“gainst the Storm,’ which has been : 

carrying the Ivory copy, goes off the Accordingly, nine months ago, we inaugurated the 


#ir with Friday’s (25) broadcast. It 
will be replaced in the 11:30-11:45 

a.m. spot on NBC by William Ford 
Manley’s ‘Snow Village.’ Latter 

show will plug P. & G. laundry soap 

a will also be handled by Comp- 
n, 


Vick Buying Southern 
Spots for Vatronol 








Vick Chemical’s latest spot an- 
nhouncement campaign is for Vatro- 
— with markets for the time being 
‘Imited to southern areas. The sched- 
say that will be placed will entail | 
‘2 blurbs a week for 13 weeks, start- | 
ing Jan. 4, 

Morse 





international is the agency 


World Front Guest Observer series. 
brought to the microphone nearly a score of people 
who are peculiarly fitted by reason of profession or 


This series has 








HAL P. MILLS — 4 


For East 





nationality to give authentic background information 
on the nations which have become a part of the thea- 
tre of war. They have given revealing accounts of its 
political, social and economic aspects in Europe, the 
Far East, Russia, Burma, Czechoslovakia, Holland, 
North Africa and many other countries. 


World Front Guest Observers augment what is perhaps 
the most comprehensive independent station news cov- 
erage in radio. WLW is served by all of the major 
American news services —AP, WIDE WORLD, INS, and 
UP—plus the dispatches of Reuters, famous European 
agency. No expense has been spared to assemble on 
able staff of news writers, reporters and commentators 
who rewrite and present the news in radio style to fit the 
listening requirements of the Middle Western audience. 








— 


New names are being added continuously to the list of distinguished men and women who have ap- 
peared as guests on the ‘World Front Observer’’ series ... WLW welcomes your suggested names 
of new arrivals from war fronts, who in your opinion might contribute to the interest of this series, 
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‘Audition Previews’ Gets Off to Weak 


Start As Legit's Radio Tryout Spot 


‘AUDITION PREVIEWS’ 

‘The Wind Is Rising’ 

Drama 

With Claire Luce, Myron McCormick. 
Selena Royle, John Brown, Helen 


Coule, Ethel Owen, Jean MeCoy, 
Stephen Schnabel, Alfred Hesse, 
Alistaire Kyle, Ray Largay, Win- | 
field Hoeney 

Commentator: Eddie Dowling 

Writer: Harry Kleiner 

Director: Fritz Biocki 

90 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thurs., 3 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 
‘The Wind Is Rising,’ by Harrys 


Kleiner, used Thursday (17) by Fritz 
Blocki, of the Benton and Bowle 
agency, as the debut drama 
on ‘Audition Previews.’ is a poorly- 
written melodrama of Nazi-occupied 
France Off the first broadcast it 
appears questionable whether plays 
can be properly show-cased via radio 
because of handicaps, not the least 
of which is the time element. 
though this play was run 
with brief intermissions, it consumed 
an hour and 30 minutes. Some of the 
actors did not have radio voices and 
the play itself was too sketchy. Occa- 
sionally there were descriptions of 
the scenes, but the announcer was 
entirely too confidential in tone 
Eddie Dowling was mc., doing his 
part very well. 
the impression that it was ‘a first 
night in the afternoon,’ and he de- 
scribed the lowering of the footlights 
and parting of the draped curtain, 
but there were no settings used on 
the studio platform. He said that the 
‘performance’ was in stage form. 
rather than radio form, but that was 
not quite evident to the listener. 
Author evidently got his idea for 
‘Wind.’ which seeks to show how 
French resist the Nazi invaders by 
murder and sabotage, from a horror 
story of a concentration camp. A 


told in the dailies. the Germans made | ‘ 


hostages dig a large grave, lined 


entr 
mong those 
} 


rf t s stage W we Cc 
Arthur Hop- 
Walter Pritch- 
ird. of Yale Dramatic Workshop: 
Aline’ Bernstein Theatre Guild: 
Molly Picon and Jacob Kalisch. 


A ho 
t i ‘ re 


Milton, 


i rit O1rodadye 


kins, Robert 


| EDDIE RICKENBACKER 


tryout | 


; human interest 


Even | 
through | 


He sought to give | 


them up in front of the pit and killed | 


all with machine guns. That ‘scene’ 
comes at the end of the play 

In the early part of the play, ac- 
tresses had the edge in the lines, but 
the latter half was nearly all male. a 


éonstruction fault. There was de- 
tailed mention of a piano being 
wired so that when three chords ere 
struck in concert a bomb would be 


exvloded, killing the Nazi command- 
ant who ordered the instrument. 
Thereafter the piano stunt was not 
mentioned. 

Theme was ‘You don’t need a gun 
to kill a Nazi, and various methods 
of homicide were suggested. such as 
a needle pressed home in the back 
of the ear, ground glass in food, and 


15 Mins. 


Sun., 3:30 p.m., Dec. 20 
All Networks 

‘Sitting here in the comfort of my 
own home, just five days before 


Christmas 
And with that simple but poignant 
introduction Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer told his story of remarkable 
courage and great luck. That open- 
ing sentence, in fact, held enough 
to almost compensate 


L 


for the fact that radio was getting 
Rickenbacker’s story a day late, and 
not near] as ymvlete as the dailie 
had carried it that same Sunday 
morning. 

But it was the even voice of the 
man telling a sensational story of 
American fortitude that counted 


heavily in the broadcast. The fact 
that he condensed his talk from a 
lengthy statement he had given the 
Washington newspapeimen the day 
before did not matter: he made sure 
to include all the salient details and 


} 


} a5 


his plea, at the finish. for Americans | 


at home to redouble their war ef- 
forts was worth twice as much in 
the spoken idiom than in the printed 
one. 

Rickenbacker an 
potent name, indeed, and the Gov- 
ernment should make more ample 
use of him for propaganda and mo- 
rale purposes. There's no telling 
now. of course, but had there been 
a pitch for War Bonds, immediately 
after Rickenbacker got through tell- 
ing his story of eight men—then 
seven—lost at sea for 21 days, it 
would have probably resulted in a 
record sale. 

This will always be one of the 
great factual war broadcasts. Scho. 


emphatically 


is 


‘MORNING MANIA’ 
With Ed Flynn and Cecil Woodlund 
25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily; 10:05-10:30 a.m. 
WSNY, Schenectady 

This is the first screwball-comedy 
type of show presented hereabouts 
and merits attention because it de- 
parts from the stereotyped, defies the 
orthodox, mocks at the sacred cows 
of radio. The program should be 


| sponsored—if there is any commer- 





| he, too, improved. 


| 


strangulation with a silk stocking cial enterprise willing to risk the 
There was a bit too much about | kidding or kicking around of. its 
the resurrection miracle and the | goods or services. Sponsors in this 
religious detail at the finale might | area have been accustomed for so 
have been clipned Ibee. | long to having their lines lauded sky- 
lhigh that an imoudent, tongue-in- 
. : the-cheek attitude by the mikers 
— Studio Angle | might seem completely out of order. 
.adio came in a poor second t However, t sponsor n find this 
New Haven as a tryout spot for ! t ) 1 off 
productions when Fritz Blocki stazed I yroadca é he same 
his ‘Audition Preview’ over the Bl ) days and appear ad-libbed, en 
network Thursday (17). Idea y t yrde ‘Here's Morgan.’ ‘The 
eplace pre-Broadway try with a i] is uneven, and idea of its 
Studio presentation of new plays with | b ed from introduc- 
Managers in tl tudio audience for program is_ presented 
the purpose of hearing a play acted management's best judg- 
ail a DbDuying, if interested. turt to your paper for pro- 
First attempt, ‘The Wind is Rising.’ on rival stations.’ The pair of 
a three-acter by Harry Kleiner, ran nste so further by telling listen- 4 
one and a half hours in usual radio rs what thev may hear over WGY 
studio atmosphere. Lack of any ac- | WTRY. WOKO and WABY. 
tion, with cast reading script into} Ed Flynn, station's program man- 
mike, failed to give the impression | ager and Cecil Woodlund. continuity 
a play was being acted. It was | chief, are doing an excellent job of 
strictly radio all the lime Action | presenting and delivering sometning 
of curtain punch lines and scenes new in this area Jaco. 
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Statign 


Gardner Cowles, Jr., will head the | 
list of speakers at the three-day 
meeting of regionai consultants of 
OWI’s radio bureau, which will be | 
held at the Washington hotel here | 
b 1g De 28 Meeting, which 
is expected to be attended by OWI 
S ( advisol1 board and all re 
ional cor ltants as well as 24 OWT 
reg nal direct and field aide 
i@signea for discussion of the local 
tation pl and problems for 1943 
Davi l discus OW! 0] 
i pnlio oph while Ejisenhowe 
\ take up overseas operations and 
Cowle domestic branch opera- 
} tions, 
William B. Lewis, chief of OWT’ 
domestic radio bureau, will give a 


| 


| 


| 


| 





$ ; 
+ Follow-up Comment 3 
* 6 4000466400600060466066+ 
American in England,’ \ 

an impressive series [ro 
eption, continues to a e 

un ion in it U. S OrVrigi itio 
As heard Tuesday night (15) on 
CBS it was much more than merely 
compelling entertainment; it Was a 
tirring statement of the basic unily 
of feeling between the English and 
Americans And in Norman Cor- 
win’s exalting climax, offered an 
eloquent expression of dignity 


both countries—and of all countries 
Under the circumstances, the pro- 
gram also offered a promise for fu- 


ture work from Corwin. 


‘Crime Doctor’ was a_ skillfully 
written and produced bit of melo- 
dramatic commercial hokum Suncay 
night (20) on CBS. Yarn about a 
fur-stealing ring built neatly. wit 


ith 
slant toward ‘parole’ 


an obvious a 

verdict by the studio ‘board.’ It was 
well played. Philip Morris com- 
mercials were virtually a marvel of 
avoiding Government copy restric- 
tions and yet promising miraculous 


qualities for the product 


Ilka Chase was hoist by her own 
reputation as a wit Friday night (18) 
guest ‘expert’ on ‘Information, 
Please,’ on NBC for Lucky Strike. 
Actress-author was obviously trying 
too hard for quips, several times go- 
ing after questions when she plainly 
didn’t know the answer, but ap- 
parently thought she had a funny ad 
lib. She was better, if less notice- 
able, when she stopped slugging. 
Oscar Levant, the other guest, was 
as usual. So were John Kieran, F. 
P. Adams and Clifton Fadiman. 


L. W. Brockington, Canadian-born 
adviser to the British Ministry of 
information was an interesting, ex- 
pressive spokesman on CBS Tues- 
day night (15) for English-U.S. 
understanding and friendship. His 
references to America were graci- 
ously phrased, while his tributes 
to the achievements and aims of the 
British Empire had taste and dignity. 


His statement about the ‘grandsons 
of slaves crossing 3,000 miles of 
water to defend the cause of free- 


dom’ was characteristic of the broad- 
cast. 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
lent added stature to ‘A Child Is 
Born,’ an original Miracle verse- 
playlet by Stephen Vincent Benet, 
Monday night (21) on ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ on NBC. Although Benet 
has still not completeiy mastered 
the radio medium, his script had a 
fresh approach and built to an up- 
lifting finale. Miss Fontanne’ 
nered style of playing seemed some- 
what flat in the early passages, but 
reached an_ infectious intensity 
toward the close. Lunt’s perform- 
ance was hurried at the start, but 
The script con- 
tained numerous topical suggestions. 
Ardon Cornwell’s score used orches- 


Ss 


tra and choir in arrangements of 
sacred music Du Pont eliminated 
its commerce} conv for the -casion. 


OWI MEETING 
AGENDA SE 


Washington, 
Elmer Davi director Of 
of War Information. and _ hi 
associates, Milton S. Eisenhower and 


Dec 22 


ot tne 


ice 


complete discussion of the network 
and station operating plans the 
radio bureau. Ken R. Dyke, chief 
of bureau of campaign of OWL. w il] 
discuss the operations of his branch. 

Each regional consultant will make 
a 10-minute report and every one of 
OWI's regional radio directors will] 
; ‘t clearance of progran 


of 


t on how 
operated, 

Those of the 
expected to 


repot 
has 
station advisory board 
attend are Neville 


Miller, president of the National | 


Assn. of Broadcasters: John Shep- 
ard, II], Yankee Network: Jame: D. 


Shouse, WLW, Cincinnati: George B 
Storer, Fort Industries Co- oe Zh 
Taylor, KGNC: Eugene P am, 
WIRE, Indianapolis, and Jo} Fet- 
er, WKZO, Kalamazoo. 

Expected regional consulta ’ 


man- 


Inside Stu 


1—Radio 








WLW, Cincinnati, performed a smart public relations chore Wednesday 


(16) in fulfilling a War Department request. 


The station was called upon 


to privately extend a greetings program, made especially for it by Ohio's 


9 
) 


+ 
Vil 


sO! 


Voices 


. 


of 


3e 


Seventy-four 


hot 


lone) 


he 


ard 


5 


officers 
persons 


_| points 50 miles distant. 
and the hope for the little people Of Crosley stations, presided at the affair. 


Each of the 74 persons got an individual booklet, 
One page contained a typed copy of the message. 


on 


the 


front 


cover, 


and 
were 


men 


assembled 
tel. They were parents, sweethearts, wives and relatives of the fighting 
Most of them were from Greater Cincy, yet some came from 


ith Division, in foreign service with the Army, that the Office of Cen- 
hip wouldn't permit to be broadcast. 
had been 


recorded in 
a luncheon 


an hour program. 


for in the Netherland 


Katherine Fox, director of war activities for the 


with his or her name 


| A pocket contained a small record on which the message had been dubbed. 





Paul W. Kesten, v.p. and general manager of CBS, has used the theme 


loft 


‘Whi 


te 


Christmas’ 


fo 


a little 


whimsical 


essay which he has distri- 


| buted among associates and friends as his Christmas card for 1942. The 


| greeting 


reads: 


| ‘This is to wish you the ‘White Christmas’ which so many millions have 


lb 
,n 
| 


‘We 


+ 


LO 


may 


think 


t 


hink 


that 


and feel 
| Darkness and light 


the 


strange 


een hearing and humming and ‘dreaming of.’ 
seem trivial; they talk of little things. 
grip on America at war means something more. 

in symbols, most of us, far more than 
the black hours... 
of this 
of mass symbol] of what America wants and believes. 


hold 


The words of the song 
But I wonder if its sudden 


we know. 


the White Christmas....I like 
‘old-fashioned’ new hit is a sort 
An instinctive way 


of saying, without making a speech, what kind of world we're fighting 


for, 


Symbol or not, I wish you most sincerely... 


A WHITE CHRISTMAS,’ 





Engineer at WNYC, municipal station in New York, was recently called 


for 


service 


In 


the 


Merchant 


Marine, 


in which he was a reservist. In 


charge of masier control the day he left for active duty, he wrote the 
following entry in the Remarks book: ‘And so we are nearing the close 
of another day, and in any language, Auf Wiedersehn, Au Revoir, or So 


Long means ‘I'll be seeing you at the end of the war.’ 


A United Nations 


victory is inevitable for the peoples of the world to live in peace and con- 
tentment, and at the same time I shall return to my seat at Master Con- 
trol and continue where I am leaving off.’ 

Of the 15 employees in the WNYC engineering department when the 
| U. S. entered the war, all except three are now in the service. 





In a gesture believed to be unprecedented in radio, announcers at the 


National 


Broadcasting 


studios 


In 


Chicago agreed 
families of any of their group who were called to the colors. 


the 
was 


aid 
It 


last week to 


agreed among themselves that if any staff announcer should enter the 
services and his commercial assignment was taken over by any of the 
others, that 40% of the broadcasting fees would be paid to the announcer’s 


family, or 


specified. 
| Among the signers of the agreemert were Charles Lyon, Fort Pearson, 


Radio department staff of t 


man, Don Elder, 


would be 


distributed 


Bob Brown, Cleve Conway, 


in 


Norman 


any 


way the announcer in uniform 


Barry, Dave Garroway, John Holt- 


Richard Noble and Louis Roen. 


he N. W. Ayer agency tossed a party replete 


with gag stuff for Herb Sanford, production and talent exec, Thursday 


night 


(21 


4 


shoe 


(17) 


at 


Joe 
a lieutenant, reported for training at the Quoinset naval station Monday 


Madden's 


nitery 


In 


New York. Sanford, commissioned 


), 
mong the stunts was the unveiling of a blown up photo of Sanford, 


of vegetables, 
detailing Sanford’s life a la ‘March of Time.’ 
ome of Sanford’s old 


and 


as: 


the 


ociates 


al 


decked out in an admiral’s hat and whiskers and surrounded by a horse- 
running 


recording 
were 


off of 


specially-made 
Invited to the event 


a 


3.B.D.&O 


| Raymond Clapper will depart from his regular news comment routine 
broadcasts 
|polate the voices of the President and vice-president of the United States. 


;} on 


his 


Mutual 


of 


Christmas 


and New Year’s eves and inter- 


/One will be from a dise, while the other will be in the form of an inter- 
view in the fles! 

| During his Christmas Eve program, Clapper will comment along a 
‘Prince of Peace’ theme and introduce a dubbed recording of President 
Roosevelt's explanation of the ‘Four Freedoms.’ New Year's Eve, Clappe! 

il include a five-minute interview with Vice-President Henry A. Wallace 
on the subject of the coming world peace. 

William A. MeGuine tation ales manager, following the third 
innual meeting of t WGN, Chicago ales department recentls in- 
nounced an increase of 12% in iocal willing during-the first 19 months of 
1942 over the corresponding period of 1941. He further stated that billings 
for the first 10 months of 1942 we up 73% over the same period in 
1938, and that in the five-year period ending the last week of October, 
1942. the station had 39% of the total local and national spot business of 
the major Chicago stations. 

Latest trick of some indie transcription operators is to make off the air 


e.1 


of 


name singers doing the lates 


pops and, without using the name 


of the singer or the tune, produce transcriptions for use by small stations. 


Clal, aiter 


throw 


Bing Crosby, Lanny 


whi 


, 41 ; 
YVUGUEeL Lea ili 


ol 


The 


ot t 


( 


tll la 
Wal 


censor! 


b 


he b 


fice ¢ 
a 


wee 


Information 
hip outfit has only 


an on 


ettel 


ch 


; 
talk 


he 
the switch and waits 


Ro 3S 


> 


spie 


fashi 


is 


Jha, 


| The e.t.’s have the usual ribbon to 


»f Censorship 


} 
k 


transcriptions 


nave Ve 


and 


foreign or 


the 


as the AFM prohibition is 


¢ atin? 
igination 


} 


known firms are 


And 
and 


INaVY 


iad to be 


has 


sO 


epealed. 


all 
now 
for the next 
Frank Parkei 


mn added 
ove! 
had to be cleared through 
ana 


‘leared 


affected 
shifting 


ow the announcer to air a commer- 
lets listen to some pepulal 


ribbon. 


’ 
songs, 


are among those allegedly 


entry to the list governmetliit 


| OI 
originating oversea 


Office 


programs 


7 > 
Lneé 


War devartments. In the past the 


on shows going overseas. 


ft , 
the 


Syndicate outfits that two 
into other endeavors until such time 


One of the firms is now building live 


|dramatic programs; the other is selling honor roll plaques, 





|Harold E. 
Herbert Pettey, 
Leon Levy, 


Richard Shaft 
|C.; Thad Holt, 
Ala.: 


), 


WAPI, 


Fellows, 


WHN, 


WEEI, 

New 
‘.JCAU, Philadelphia; G. 
WIS, Columbia, 
Birmingham, 
James T. Ward, WLAC, Nash- 
ville; H. K 


4 


Boston; 
York; 


S. 


Carpenter, WHK, Cleve- 


land; Leo~Fitzpatrick, WJR. Detroit: 











Gene T. Dyer, WAIT, Chicago: Merle 
Jones, KMOX,. St. Loui Kenneth 
M. Hance, KSTP, St. Paul: William 
Gillespie, KTUL, Tulsa; Martin 
Campbell, WFAA-WBAP, Dallas- 
|'Fort Worth: Robert Hudson. Rocky 
Mountain Radio Council. Denver; 
Lincoln Dellar, KSFO, San Francisco: 
Lawre W McDowell, KFOX., 
O Be ( and Sheldon F, 

: \OS, Ma eld, Oregon 


War orders have boosted the 
industrial payroll 55%. 


Tac 


MiORier 


WTAG WORCESTER 


When you buy time—BUY AN AUDIENCE 
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a WERE, 500 Ne Northwestern ili Kepeat 
From the Producti C tr : 
l Cilon Venires Detroit, Dec. 22 
neenneseeeeeeeee FO ne ee | Radio Institute Next Summer: All 
strong ive rere of radio time 
y 7? 
ie NEW YORK CITY = ~ Latest is the Pfeiffer Brewing C | 
James Bixler has resumed the post of night program director of the which has signed Ernest K. Lindley | ? 
Blue Network. Addison Amor will be his assistant....Grace Z. Brown hang eee Seen broadeasts | Q Ya S 0 ourses 0 0 $ 
ay asad othe 4. Town, }on Sunday afternoon from Washing- | 
wife of David Brown, Newell-Emmett account exec, had her satiric play, fton. 
‘Meet at Brenner Pass, shortwaved to South American audiences via NBC Commentator will be carried via | 733 ee 
International last Wednesday (16). Romney Brent did the Mussolini role. |tWO stations locally, WWJ = and} Chicago, Dec. 22. tion” by Wynn Wright, production 
and the language was Spanish....Broadcasting and Radio Artists Division WXYZ, as well as over the Michi-| go successful was eo first NBC- | Manaser NBC Eastern Din : ion; *An- 
of the N. Y. and Brooklyn Federations of Jewish Charities is £Ziving a ie = Northwestern University Summer a eae pen Alin yi a 
dinner in honor of Norman Corwin at the Harmonie club. ...NBC tosses | Radio Institute, launched last sum- aa ss i pos yoy eaten 
its customary Christmas party for employees’ children in Studio 8H to. | . mer as an experiment in preparing | Masenng . we y are — 
morrow morning (Thursday)....Axel Gruenberg succeeds Ray Kramer as War Putting Cash Into | broadcast personnel, that it will be | u 4 wervice ~ or of C Cen- 
director of ‘Light of the World’ on a freelance basis for Transamerican.... } , | repeated next summer, according to| = nag Pe Act _ red prepared 
Dick Pack, WOR press head, scripts the annual ‘Year-End Review’ for Cleve Stations Coffers |H. C. Kopf, vice-president of NBC | wit artin Magner, of tre produc- 
Mutual. “ and general manager of the Central | tion staff. 
: , : ° ° s Texts will not be published in book 
7Or Auchincloss, ‘Yo > j y | d IP Division. , 7 ; 
( — chine ur Hit Parade’ writer-director, an expectant la in ustria rograms “a © , ie toe 4. {form before 1944, but will be avail- 
father....Cockiail party for the CBS production department this afternoon | t the close o ast summer: able in planograph form for next ‘a 
(Wednesday) in the executive offices on the 20th floor... .Ste phen Gross | Seer ee Fequests were made from ra- caiioadts ahadiaiie but nai for ‘the {% 
subbing for Martha Atwell as director of Friday night's (25) edition of Cleveland, Dec. 22. dio stations for over 150 a people nae ~ oe ee i 
‘Mr. Keen’,...Phil Cochrane, formerly with McCall's mag, joined WOR Cashing in on newly-found in- — os — supply of oe pe P j an Se er a ie 
promotion department, succeeding Bill Crawford, who switched to the | 4 Se ee ers gs | eae ees eer aes T . 
station’s sales force....Joe Callaway, assistant professor of speech and ones: cong nt yes a A ; rent Ok "D aon 1 ete WSB, Atlanta, Takes ri 
dramatics at Michigan State College and program director of the insti |dio stations have solc our pro-|Of five textbooks, based on lectures - 47 . f 
’ bs ; « Bic y nstie | . " 7 . 4 : : Ey er ee Sar rhe z Ss «€ r 
tution’s station, WKAR, Lansing, spending his vacation in New York and | grams totaling over four hours time. | heard at the summer institute cover- 5-Yr. Lease on Erlanger 7 
0.0.ing program rehearsals as guest of Radio Directors Guild....Also par- WGAR will air th» Lempko —_— SENIEG. ‘OCtNE, procuewen, Atlanta, Dec. 22. : 
ticipating in RDG production confabs last week were Bob MacDoi igall, of ' at pouicty a Onna oo Local station WSS has taken a five- 
. Products Co. Army-Navy E presen- | of broadcasting, will be put into] year lease on the Erlaneer theatre 
New Jersey State Teacher's College, Trenton, and Luella Hoskins, of New | ' , as anti “rs ala 6 Pe Sapa : ip , : 
York University radio workshop. tation in an hour and a half program | Preparation ve the NBC to fill a} local legit house, but will continue : 
. : {long-time need for adequate radio | jts pres coy wi ittle cheng iJ 
William Ford Manley in town from his New Hampshire home for cast- Sunday. The Ohio Tool Co. took | texts ' es yatta tye ees 
ing and production preparations of his ‘Snow Village’ series starting | a half-hour to broadcast a Christmas : ; fail .. “i ‘Cink? > BWient |g 
’ 20 ; > ie : see “eee Albert F. Crews, who was director | which Harrison (‘Chick’) Kimball, 
Monday (28) on NBC for Procter & Gamble....William Wernicke joined | party . . : : : \ 
* WOR engineering staff, succeeding Henry Harrison. resi ; Earl Sal party. of the institute last year and is chair-| WSB talent director, will be man- +4 
ax < ag oe ert & y Starrison, resigned... .2ar: sal- At WHK, Bonne Bel, Inc., will bomen of the Radio Division of the ager. Touring legit shows will con- a 
man resigned trom WOR recording department....Tommy Thomas subbed $y Sr ‘ 4 : . 
> aa ‘ ‘ a ’ : “ep take § an Jour Ss time to tell the peneie ss rtme vas 4553 vy Sort, ay thes a iim eh Ave Dies ne 
Sunday night (20) on ‘American Album’ for Frank Munn, whe- we: etic oe RTP Mee, able A 7s 3, vs yy . - 
wih 9 cold Alan Hewitt into ; new runnir “+ e ‘Th O'N ai)) m how it “ras CTOwW il ai tar Bex "“Ots ? aa ‘8: ‘Dire ¢, ‘Sh ‘urday nignt Bircn alice ‘ ve 
Spbdhggg 2 : ® : . mG pars in € UNeIS +++ | Clothes will do Dickens’ ‘Christmas editor for wos series. Crews is pric hillbilly program, has been originat- ' 
Contemporary American composers will be interviewed on a series of , . : : tetéhenm'* af 
aides if , : ; ~.|Carol. with announcer Duke Lid- | paring the volume on ‘Writing,’ and] ing in the theatre for the last six i 
WQXR dr arena featuring their works Sundays, starting next week (27) yard portraying all 22 characters others will include one on ‘Produc-' months, and will continue to do so. i 
.. John Fistere, formerly CBS sales promotion copy head, joined WNEW | = ais | : i ner ee ee ' 
as sales promotion director....Miriam Adelson has taken over WOR pro- = 
motion department duties of Jack Mohler, who recently joined the service. 
Alice O'Connor succeeds Miss Adelson. 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ and ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ both Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert serials, take the air next Monday night (28) on ‘Day- » 
time Showcase’ for CBS....Dick Leonard replaced Bill Sweets as direc- ! | 
tor of ‘Front Page Farrell’ and continues handling ‘Stella Dallas’.... I] ) i¢ ul f ‘| - e accoun f K ¢ CS » 
Arthur Hanna, already directing ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ succeeds 
Leonard as ‘David Harum’ cue-tosser....Elizabeth Todd and Joanna De- 
Witt have swapped serial scripting assignments, former now writing ‘David | 
Harum ‘and the latter ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’....Miss Todd con- 
tinues authoring ‘Young Widder Brown’....Tom Slater, WOR sports di- 
rector and m.c. of various shows, to New Orleans for Cotton Bow!] foot- 
ball broadcast preparations....Philip Stahl, WQXR announcer, joined 
the service....Eric Linden, ex-film actor, gave up running part in ‘Front 
Page Farrell’ to join the Army last week....Composer-conductor Lyn 
Murray an expectant father....Actress Mary Mason to Detroit to spend ce? ° 9 / ‘ <4 v 99 
the holidays with her husband, Sgt. Carl Fisher, company manager of O ny am us S UStCca A Cc 
‘This Is the Army,’ which is current at the Shrine Auditorium there 
Martin Block, disc jockey of ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ on WNEW, N. Y., 
has resigned as announcer on both ‘Pepper Young’ shows on CBS and & 
NBC....doctor’s orders....Herb Shriner renewed on Camel Caravan for as an O eC] ins or a ~ onsor 
13 weeks effective Jan. 8....Don Baker, Paramount theatre organist, plays 2) 
on WOR'’s ‘It Pays to Be Ignorant’ show starting this Sunday (27). 
IN HOLLYWOOD ... 
Kay Kyser moves his Luckies broadcast into Wilshire Ebell this week 
~ ve av +? srerire ¥ . + arty jtre } . hi t s 9 i hs , - ~~ M4 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ere and here’s what WOR offers the smart timebuyer who nails down this 
as many as the largest of the NBC studios..,.Spike Jones took over di- 
rection of the music on the Bob Burns program-from Billy Artzt. He's : 
also master of the downbeat for the City Slickers, his novelty group.... | unusual opportunity soe 
Upton Close back at NBC for his commentary on the war beyond the | 
Pacific....New barkers on the KFI-KECA staff are Jack Edwards, veteran 
NBC actor-writer-announcer, and Richard Douglass, up from San Diego. | . oe ° Ta . ’ ° ” 
cer, , » Ul “e > ambling’s Musical Clock” ever 
First Lieut. Walter Johnson, recent Coast radio head of Music Corp., | I. More families listen to John Gaml ling ‘ : ; . y if 
pushed off for the Marine base at Quantico, Va. Bart McHugh has been : ; , , . 4 
" . “ . ] > Ee ° . ys . > a 
over the ground and is now solidly ensconced as his successor...Eddie Can- weekday on WOR from 7:15 to 8:00 a.m. than listen to any other 
tor this week starts his 11th year as the star of his own radio show... .Fred 
2 Selzer Tr now NBC coordinator of spot scales taking over from Norman . - r > . : > il ] 1:00 ¢ 
9 OS uy HW Aves ean . ae eee > Ss ] ‘ ; sli ip untl ° a.m. 
Noyes, Army-bound....Music Maids doubling over from Kraft to Dick show on any New York tation uf t 


Powell’s musical....Blue network added Colman Willson and Walte1 
Arnold to its announcing staff to make up for the defection of Paul Mas- 
terson and William Stockey, called to the service....Bob Colwell of J. 2. “John Gambling’s Musical Clock” appeals to all members of the 
Walter Thompson agency wound up 10 days here, recording three audi- ¥ 


tions for Old Gold and hiked back to New York to spin them for spon- ‘ ;  @. _ . , : : : " 
sorial choice....Joe Bigelow, scripter for Edgar Bergen, took the count family. In every 10 homes chee ked by Crossley personal interviewers, 


With a strep throat, but managed to turn out last Sunday’s show. 


IN CHICAGO ... 








WOR found that Gambling’s audience consisted of 8 men, 11 women, 


Ale Didvine hash: tenia thoes snaniin-ns WRC -corracmsebet ix Renton] 5 children. No other daytime program and only the most popular 
hosted by press at cocktail party given at Merchants’ and Manufacturers ; i : “ f f 7 } 
club, Dreier has resumed his Skelly news broadcasts from here....Ray evening programs, gels a grealer exposure to all members of the tam) y- 
Jones, secretary local AFRA, is slated for the armed forces WES has é 
ge with Chicago Sun, with deal calling for excha inge of time and space 

oO editorial tie-in is involved... l ihe, director of the ‘Lone Jour- . " P eT 
ney’ program, has joined ps By Mer Division production depart- | » FI On the average morning 440.000 people stay tuned to John 
ment....Al R. Williamson, former press head of NBC here and lately with | 
the State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance company of Bloomington, Gamblin *s Musical Clock”. And VW OR has discovered that this pro- 
lll, has been granted a leave of absence to join the Press Section of the . 8 


War Savings Staff at Washin igton....WLS has changed its mind about 
its annual Christmas party. Instead of entertaining children as planned, 
the entire National Barn Dance cast will appear at their former location 
Spot, the Eighth Street theatre, for the entertainment of the Army Air | 
Force Technical Command stationed at the Stevens hotel....The Quiz | 
Kids, all 125 who have appeared on the program, have been invited to at- | 
tend the December 20 broa .deast after which a Christmas party will be | 


gram is exceptionally popular in the homes of all income groups. 








&iven for them... Kenneth D. Fry, manager NBC News and Special Events | 

4 department, is ill at his home with pneumonia....Dick Jurgens’ orchestra | ° 
appeared before the WAACs at Fort Des Moines Dec. 21 when he broad- phone (PE, 6-8600), wire, or write today for sales 
cast on the Victory Parade of Spotlight bands from there....Sulo Fors- f. pri her facts. Our address i 
berg hac « a gee : pd nt musie rice, or any er facts. address 18— 
berg has succeeded Ed Cerny, bound for the Army, as assista ISi¢ prool, price, or any oth , ™s 


Supervisor at NBC. | 
Arlene Coling, WBBM typist has joined the WAVES The Ford Pear- | 




















sons ‘(NBC announcer) are expecting in January....Jim Pease, NBC assist- that power-full station 
ant continuity editor, appointed chairman of Rumor Committee of OCD av.t lew York 
for Chi Metropolitai : area....Appearance of Ashton Stevens, veteran | at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
Famatic critic, singin the banjo on Ben Bernie's program ove! _CBS 
Friday (18), caused comment....Norris B. Sachs has renewed his WGN | 
Service Men's Broadcast for 13 weeks through the Wade Advertising | 
agency -rorrar « z y "h oO ery -e Mi Ce ter Wee ( : . mp . f or . . » rpy ‘ » 
from yar woetam is aired from Chicago Service Men : | wEMBER OF THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
| i 30 to 10 p.m., and features the He p Hot S ‘ 1 Te ] K | { I 
id — if 
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et Has Best Performance Week 


Of Season: B. 


By EDDY SMITH 


Rolling along at an 
financial pace, which pl 
black for the fourth successive week, 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. pre- 
sented six operas with the quality 
and performance values the 
the current season 
‘Nozze Di Figaro.’ 

its initial performance 


unprecedented 


aced it in the 


(16) 
the 


Wednesday 


in of 


year, featured Ezio Pinza’s voice and | 


acting. The bass is at his height | 
vocally and histrionically. ‘Se vuo! 
ballare” ‘Non Piu- andrai’ and 
*‘Aprite Un Po gli’occhi’ were sung 
with immense power, delicate shad- 
ing. and with the excellent legato 
which has consistent!y characterized 
Pinza’s singing of late years. 

Eleanor Steber, appearing in her 


first import ant role, as the Countess, 


sang in a clear lovely lyric soprano 
Both ‘Dove Sono’ and ‘Porgi Amor 
could have had better low tones, but 


the singer refused to force her lower 
voice and her delivery and _ style | 
were more than satisfactory. Bidu 


Sayao, as alwys, 


and cute foil for Pinza, and her ex- | 
pressive singing of ‘Deh vieni non 


wa 


la av one of the overa’s high- | 
eae nate 
gnts Salvalois maCca-Ur, sat 











Becoming Habitual 


The Metropolitan Opera Co., 
New York, came through with a 
profit for the fourth successive 








best of | 


was a coquettish | 





0. Continues Okay: 


| Siebel and Pelletier’s conducting w: 
vigorou 
Melchior Superb in ‘Tannhauser’ 
‘Tannhauser, Saturday afternoon 
(19), was a good performance in 
spots. Lauritz Melchior, in superb 
voice, delivered his ode to Venus in 
ithe first act with tremendous power 
and clarity. Helen Traubel’s Eliza- 
beth, gowned magnificently, 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


| tone that is seldom heard these days 
|The soprano’s full voice made much 
of the dramatic ‘Dich teurle Halle’ 
with the slight flatting of the con- 
| cluding high ‘B’ due to being rushed 
Herbert Janssen sang 
‘Evening 


| from the pit. 
| a moving Wolfram and his 
Star’ was a performance highlight 
Kirstin Thorborg sang. generally 
well as Venus, although much of the 
music lay too high for her. George 


. | Szell’s conducting was fine for or- 


| chestra results, but a bit brutal on 
| his singers considering the pace he 
| took. 

| ‘Tosea’, Saturday evening (19), 

| displayed Grace Moore at her very 


| best. It was quite possibly the best 
| singing she has ever done at the 
| Met, and showed why she is con- 


: ~~ ee rican | 
| Sopranos since gf atrar. t n very 


peak of her career, she is singing | 


today with tremendous resonance | 
and power and with a dramatic 
fervor she never previously 
equalled. Highlight of her  per- 


formance was 


Mario, with both 








was | 
. . | 
sung with a richness and purity of | 


‘Vissi D’Arte’. Charles | 
Kullman delivered a generally good | 
‘Recondite Ar-| 


Menuhin Revives Plan 
To Tour England in ’43 


ehudi Menuhin, after cancella- 
a of his proposed tour of Eng- 
land, is planned to make the 
lat some future date. 
| He intends to tour Latin America 
|next spring and summer plus a 
midwest, Canada and various AT! 
land Navy bases. 
| —_—- 
} 


Chi Opera Has 
Tough Windup, 


Chicago. Dec. 22. 

The Chicago Opera Co. closed its 
32nd season Dec. 12, with an ap- 
proximate deficit of $28.000 for the 
five-week season of 27 performances 
This is slightly greater than last 
year's $20,000 loss, but a far cry from 
the customary $100,000 loss in pre- 
vious years, before Fortune Gallo 
took over the management two years 
| ago. 
| ‘Martha’ opened the week Mi nday | 





WTR FF AAS oa we 


with H len Jepson and Coe G “Ciade 
both in poor voice. Armand Tokat- 
i}yan took vocal honors with his 


‘M’Appari’ and Douglas Beattie also 
turned in a good job. 

| On Wednesday (9), ‘Barber of 
was a Josephine Tuminia ve- 
|hicle, with the coloratura, who has 
been the hit of the Chicago serson, 
again taking both dramatic and vo- 
cal honors. Carlo Morelli sang an 
excellent Figaro; Felix Knight was 
a good Almaviva. Virgilio Lzzari 
did well by Don Basilo, and Eliza- 
beth Wysor repeated her fine acting 
|and singing as Berta. 
| Srested ably. 


Se- 
| ville’ 


Except at B.0. 





| 


| certante 
| the 





trip Carnegie Hall, N 





} tone, 
}much feeling. 








N.Y. Concert Reviews 









— 

















NATHAN MILSTEIN 

Violinist 

Y., Dec. 11, °42 
this one concert, Nathan Mil- 
catapaulted himself to the 
rank of contempcrary violin- 
lists. The young rtist had been ap- 
| proaching the top for some years, 
but never before has he played be- 
fore the N. Y. public with such 
technical mastery and brilliance. The 
Adagio and rondo of Mozart took 
on stately majesty as «id the Bach 
sonata in his playing. Throughout 
the concert and its countless encores, 
the violinist played with a glowing 
impeccable bowing and with 
Eddy. 


In 
stein 
front 


| CARMEN AMAYA AND TROUPE 


Dancers 
Carnegie Hall, N. ¥., Dec. 13, ’42 
Again selling out Carnegie Hall, 


|and dancing with a fiery intensity, 


| triumph in her annual recital. 


Carmen Amaya scored another smash 
Best 
work of the flamenco troupe came in 
' works of De Falla, Albaniz and the 
‘Enamorada’ of Infante, which were 
terrific! The latter had to be repeat- 
ed Antonio Triana and Antonia 
Amaya were the principals in this 
dance with Carmen Amaya. Sabicas, 
the guitarist. also scored with several 
popular Spanish dances. Eddy. 





| VRONSKY AND BABIN 
| Duo-Pianists 





Laszlo Halasz | 
| 


Y., Dec. 
of these twe 
a a ra: te par are 
sound ‘like a smali orchestra. The 
best playing, and this only a matter 
of taste. came early in the program 
with the first two selections, a Bach 
sonata and the Busoni ‘Duettino Con- 
After Mozart.’ Playing with 
precision of a machine in their 
technical mastery, but with richness 
and warmth the two works were 
delivered in seldom-equalled excel- 
lence. The Rachmaninoff Symphonic 
Dances were less interesting, due to 
some dull spots, and the extreme 
modernism of the single selections on 
the program also prevented the per- 
formers from keeping up the fine 
standards set earlier. Eddy. 


| Tow n am. Nz 8, °42 


hy) 





pDianis 





| ZINO FRANCESCATTI 
' Violinist 


Friday (11) ‘Tales of Hoffman’ al- 
most came to grief, with Carlo Pe- 
lroni’s poor conducting largely re- 
| sponsible. Josephine Antoine, as the | 
doll, Olympia, scored a triumph with | 


her aria, and Eugen Conley. S 
Hoffman, disclosed an_ excellent 
| lyric tenor. The balance of the cast 
! was just fair and the chorus could 


j} have been improved upon. 


‘Rigoletto,’ Saturday afternoon 
(12), again was another Miss Tu- 
minia star vehicle, with the ‘Caro 
Nome’ the show’s standout. Her act- 
ing, singing and looks are the best 
of any coloratura here since the 

j}days of Galli-Curci. Jan Kievura 
| sang his customary Duke, s did 


| Lawrence Tibbett his Rigoletto 
P ih aviata’ closed the season Satur 
ling (12) and, itsid of 
Jey on, who had me diff 
with — tones, wa well re 
preci Ar Tokatyan provided 
sacked "Alfre 10, vocall: nd 
dramatically, and Jot Charles 
Thomas was in fine voice Di 
Provenza il M 


METOPERA TO HONOR 
MARJORIE LAWRENCE 


YY 1 Varinr | 1 
Mase lO wiarjorie Law- 


Play ing hor 


aramatic soprano, w! ] 


Sarah Bernhardt, who 
| despite an artificial leg 
| Assisting Miss Lawrence will be 
Lily Pons and Lawrence Tibbett. 
|The Met is planning to ure the 
prano in ‘“Tannhauseyv’ 
later in the season, and her man- 
ager, Austin Wilder, has already 
booked a number of symphonic and 
radio appearances for her, Her 
recent Town Hall concert showed 
that vocally she is at the peak of 
her career. 

Other singers who will participate 
in the Marjorie Lawrence night will 


So- 
Venus 


as 


week ending Monday (21). This “si . . 5 
“ay : ; monia” and the brutal ‘Vittoria’ of | 
comes within one week of tying : : 
1_¢3 A i } the second act sung with fervor and |} 
an all-time Met record. The ; : £ * 
er aay: Si - | dramatic intensity. Lawrence Tib- 
profit was an estimated $4,500 on | 
: “2 ve | bett felt his way carefully through 
an approximate gross of $67,000 | hi ; hil a ch ae 
“ is role an¢ Vhnilie on ssec 1€ 
for six performances. Estimates | . ro a bag 2 te 
are clarion intensity of bygone years, 
, : = > reterar aritone more than 
‘Marriage of Figaro,’ Wednes- ~~ vete a k a gt ore 
. ‘ | made u r his S 
day (16), gross, $12,500; profit, ; made U p for his Cc , 8 
$1,500 with his excellent acting. 
ee $s , “ Salvatore ace: i's Sacristan | 
‘Lakme,’ Thursday (17), gross, Salvatore Baccaloni’s ; Sacris 
$12,000: profit, $1,000 was a standout dramatically and 
é ; prot, : ln , brilliantly 
‘ ne care ry > > 1 > lantly. 
‘Faust.’ Friday (18), gross, Ce: re Sodero conducted ~~ lian y- 
$11.000: even break | ‘ueia Di Lammermoor,’ Monday 
‘Tannha aed ; Gaturdey aft (21), was one of the best perform- 
Ta. pes . $19 500: ances vocally of the season. Lily | 
scant Sar GEO, «| Eee, | Pons, in the title role was in splen-| 
profit, $1,500. | did voice, with the ‘Mad Scene 
‘Tosca,’ Saturday evening (19), | especially going well. 
gross, $8,000; profit, $500. Jan Peerce’s Edgardo grows bet- 
‘Lucia,’ Monday (21), gross, ter dramatically with each perform- 
$11,000; even break. ance, and the tenor’s singing is let- 
ter perfect in it’s quality” power and 
excellent musicianship. Leonard 
stopped the show with ‘La vendetta’| Warren was an excellent Ashton, 
in the first act. and excellent char- | and Nichola < ggg * ae - 
, ‘onductor Fr St eager, otn 
acterizati were provided by Irra| “' id ee ie - “ oa , 
— rnec gooa periormanc 
Petina and Alessio de Paolis. John | Fred in ' sod tasdentchat 
Brownlee was in his best voice of 
Walter kept proceedinas moving st 2 | LIBBEL 1 UNOPPOSED 
Walt ce} I ceed fe 7 \ , 
fast 
| FOR AGMA PRESIDENCY *: 
Lily Pons Sccres in ‘Lakme’ | 
4 i} T} y (17) 1 
much better performance than the The American Guild of Musical 
week previou: Lily Pons. recoverec Artist will hold an election of 
from her cold, ; ned the titl fficers Jan. 10 at the Victoria hotel, 
role Al . magniticen y - s \ Y Off Cis elected will serve 
coloratura was not only the |two yea A ballot mailed to mem- 
Bell So . 7 e 1 ’ Y} lists only one possible selec- 
e1ro! e tirst ana t L | tic for president, Lawrence Tibbett, 
acts than she ever had previously | incumbent, explained by the fact | 
at the Met. Jocques Gerard made a | that none wished to oppose Tibbett 
better imp yn vocally as her | re-election Other officers. to be 
love I tenn acting mokes |} + ated on are five vice-presidents, 
aS ali rt to |treasurer, recording secretary and 
sing oO : Su extraordinary |nine members of the board of Gov- 
ra } } , 
bee ‘ ) M ft Two impresarios have been put 
P ‘ a £ VW 1} y 1 4 unf » } ‘ h, At ‘MA thacoe 
N Gustave K nyi, Viennes« 
R +4 e * < 
. = 4 I proauce oi sht opera, and Saul 
D t ( Cc nD} é of ‘Once Ove 
sin \ P¢ { I he \ Cal ea version 
well ' oe. oe 
B Yr: of Seville which 
ae \ (18) A ; , 
; " li ‘ a r re ly on Broadway. 
Job ‘ el the t 
role. The tenor possesses great top | Heifetz Ill, _Date Off 
tones and is gifted with excellent Pitt th, Dec. 22 
. oul gt 2 
muscianship., ; re stage ee: ; 
singin cut a , a ye pn figure, Jascha Heifetz has been forced to 
1ea it diction a a good s ee ee ; ‘ , 
oe rt : = ana : | mn tats Sued postpone a guest appearance with | 
1leaire, > s stu "ing ts 1.24, > “4 : 
ek € - : 1€ .. ye ying tallat : Fritz Reiner’s Pittsburgh Symphony 
les a when he is ready, sho ike tae : ; 
b open 1 f , a hould | Orchestra for second time on advice 
a ¢£ res asse ( > FP > Sn retat ;#- 
as ore : asset Pres wet. lof his physician. Heifetz had been | 
age oe penyers 4 sane booked for last month, but fell ill 
ohlv <« sfactorv reurite lr. , 1 7 . 
ous oe atisfactory Margurite, look- | and exchanged _ solo spots with 
g char Ne an NEY eincgine w: a 
a > Charmi - Rog her singing was | Michael Rosenker, concertmaster of 
*naracterizec ? ess c 5 ’ + > . cs os ° 
CRSFACtCT ha dy =1es where in the | local symph. But Heifetz now won't | 
" pr 1 <tor re r > | ™ } , a 
9. le rT + than he we The | be available for Rosenker’s original | 
de hute ras > > cu an | s ‘ ‘ - 2 a s 
‘Roi de Thule’ wa: better sung than | dates, Jan. 1 and 3. so Henri Temi- 
Jewel Song.” but both were up to |anka, who preceded Rosenker here 
t: jor } arren’s first : 1 7 , 
standard L eonard Warren's first | has been booked in as a replace- 
Valentine was excellently sung, with | ment. Temianka. on the other hand, 


the powerful top ‘G’ in ‘Avant d 


hal been pencilled in several weeks 





quitter’ ringing throughout the /ago but had to cancel on account of 
hose. Norman Cordon’s Mephisto is } v work. 

now second only to Pinza’s and th Heifetz, however, has notified Ed- 
American basso has made immense | ward Spector, business manager of 
improvements in both acting and|the Symphony here, that he'll be 
voice since he first joined the h available Feb. 5 and 7 and has been 
Lucielle Browning was an adeq rotte ) it weekend 


include Jarmila Novotna, Bidu 
Sayao, Licia Albanese, Charles 
man, Ezio Pinza, Norman Cordon. 
John Brownlee, Lauritz Melchior. 
Miss Lawrence will also sing Venus’s 


music om ‘Tannhauser’ with Mel- 
chior, a ill the Metropolitan’s con- 
|} ducters will P articipate. Price scale 





will range m &85c to $3.30 


Kull- | 


Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Dec. 4, °42 

\ very fire violinist, Zino Frances- 
catti in the concert took a long stride 
toward securing permanent foot- 
hold among the ‘concert’ greats. It is 
{ubious if he has ever played as well 





before. Another recital of this 
n.ture and Francescatti will become, 
along with Kreisler, Heifetz, Mil- 
stein, et al., a must for concertgoers, 
Eddy. 

TRAPP FAMILY SINGERS 
Christmas Carols 
Town Hall, N. Y., Dec. 13, ’42 

The most popular of all family 
touring units, this refugee Austrian 


family has captured a very large 
following in America with its ex- 

‘lent ensemble singing work. 

This was the first of two Sunday 
recitals given annually at Town Hall, 
nd as usual was sold out The 

ngers showed their usual technical | 

ymmand, but their b.o. receptivity 
comes mostly from the simplicity 
nd harm of their presentation, 
which takes the entire audience in 
iS guests rather than as people who | 


have paid Eddy 
RAY 
Piano, 
cert 
Carnegie Hall, 


LEV AND JOSEPH FUCHS 
violin soloists; orchestral con- 


N. Y., Dee. 7, °42 

One of the top young pianists, Ray 
Lev played with abundant technical 
resources Her delivery of the 
Schumann concerto also held some- 
more than mere for the 

plaving wa marke with mut 
Jo ( 


mcerto 


notes, 


! ind personal appeal 
I layed the Brahms C 
t} 1 full nowerful tone and with 
technical dif- 
Tl orchestra under Leon 
I i l pth 
re’ 7 
iL ddj 


ROBERT 
Violinist 
Carnegie Hall, N. ¥ 
Exasperating is the 
ecital. Kitain possesses all the at- 
tributes of a master of the violin, 
but so seldom were all his resources 
forth at the same time that much 
of his playing seemed amateurish. 
The Tartini and Paganini works 
especially should have shone, con- 
sidering the technical prowess of the 
performer, but only on occasion did 
they come forth unclouded by off- 
pitch playing and much squeaking 
from a sadly tried violin. Eddy. 


KITAIN 


Dec. 9, 


word 


"42 
for this 


set 





‘DAMNATION OF FAUST’ 

Opera in concert form 

Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Dec. 10,:’42 
The first N. Y. performance in 

decades of Berlioz’s ‘Damnation of 

Faust’ was given by the Philhar- 

monie Orchestra Thursday (10) and 

could be termed a success. Much of 

the .work of the principal singers 

was sloppy and the chorus was over- 


‘powering, but even the dull spots 
faded beside the magnif.cence of the 
major part of the score. 


Founded on the Faust legend, the 


story is familiar. Of the singers, 
Ezio Pinza was the star, with the 
‘Serenade’ drawing the most applause 
of the evening. Strangely enouwh, 
Pinza slid*from pitch with the ‘Voice 
des roses.’ 


Frederick Jagel sang generally 
well as Faust, but showed signs of 
tiredness in the upper register, 
which is not surprising after his 
singing of Herod in ‘Salome’ at the 
Met the previous evening. The ‘In- 


vocation of Nature’ was brilliantly 
sung. Jarmila Novotna’s best sing- 
ing came in ‘Amour L’'Ardente 
flamme,’ but the singer’s natural vo- 
cal limitations interferred with her 
excellent intentions. Abrasha Ro- 
bofsky was barely competent in his 
part. 

The Westminster Choir sang with 
brilliance and Dr. Rodzinski’s con- 
ducting was powerful. Eddy. 
JOSEPH SHUSTER, NADIA REIS- 

ENBERG 
Cello and Piano hecital 
Town Hall, N. Y., Dec. 2, *42 

First of two recitals devoted to the 
complete cello works of Beethoven, 
these two artists, virtuosos in their 
own right, delivered superb interpre- 
tations of the Beethoven’ works, 
Both played with brilliance through 
out the program. dy. 


GEORGE COPELAND 
Pianist 


Town Hall, N. Y., Dec. 5, °42 


ts 2ossessor of a_teck nique that is 

Cio Sara ns sa 6 
Copeland's recital was_expert and 
amateurish by turns. It seems in- 
credible that an artist who can 


play one selection with the poise of 
a master will be slovenly sloppy in 
the very next, but Copeland’s work 
was so uneven in its quality as to 
cause doubts that the same pianist 
was at the keyboard for two differ- 
ent works. Eddy. 
SAMUEL DUSKIN 
Violinist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Dec. 8, °42 

The playing of Samuel Duskin was 
adequate but uninspiring. Consider- 
able scratching and faulty intonation 


spoiled much of his efforts. The 
Brahms and Debussy sonatas com- 
prised the major works. 


On Duskin’s credit side was a flare 





for staccati and a pure lush tone on 
occasion It appeared likely that 
there was insufficient rehearsal for 
this recital. Eddy. 
MARISA REGULES 
Pianiste 
Town Hall, N. ¥., Nov. 30, ’42 

One of the most brilliant young 
pianists before the public today, 
Marisa Regules is at home with 
modernistic works as well as those 
of the 18th and’19th century roman- 
ticists. Gifted with an extraordin- 
} ary technique and an inate intelli- 
igence concerning her _  interpreta- 
| tions, her recital disclosed all her 
| abundant gifts in a program which 


ran the gamut of 200 years of pian- 


istic composition: Eddy 
‘TRAVIATA’ 
Opera 
| Bushnell Memorial Hall, 
| Hartford, Conn., Dec. 10, ’42 
| The Connecticut Opera Assn., ex- 
perimenting in Hartford, gave ‘Tra- 
viata’ as its second performance of 

ne current eason to a capacity 
|house at Bushnell Memorial Hall. 
|The performance was generally ex- 
| cellent. with Robert Weede, Met bar- 
}itone, and Vivian Della Chiesa tak- 
| ing vocal honors. Weede’s Germont 
| is well known, but his singing of ‘Di 
|} Provenza’ was even better than usual. 
! His duet, ‘Dite alla Giovine,’” with the 
|soprano was a performance high- 
light 

Mi Chiesa i today head and 
S! ders ove! the majority of the 
Metropol it V ali Her Vio- 

t D i i ictead, ana tne 
‘A {oO © ina ‘Sen pre | era’ 
we! 1? with tl florid brillia > 
of ti coloratura, while ‘Addio del 
passato’ showed the full rounded 
lrichness of the dramatic soprano 
{Franco Peruilli was was an acceptable 
Alfredo: Armando Agnini’ iging 
was excellent. and Fausto Cleva’s 

onducting in the same vein 

This association is the third in the 
U. S. to try municipally-sponsored 
opera, other cities being Trenton and 


Union City, N. J. 





Ruzicka in Army 


Washington, Dec. 22. 
Celius Dougherty and Vincenz 
Ruzicka, one of concert’s best known 


their last pro- 
for the dura- 


piano teams made 
fessional appearance 
tion as a team when they played 
Paul Hindemith’s new sonata for 
two pianos recently at the Library 





of Congress here. Ruzicka was in- 
ducted by the Army last week at 
Camp Dix, N. J. 

Army will not break them up 
as a team, the pair maintains. 
| Dougherty, who is over the 38-year 
lage limit, is now trying to enlist. 
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Agency Moves By Band, After Losing’ 
Original Leader, Poses Legal Problem 


rN 











scent switch of Dick Stabile’s e 
Peeve from MCA to ogg Jerry Wald Dissolves 
Amusement under the baton 0 ce 
Seacie Barrie (Mrs. Stabile) will Corporation of Band 
probably pose a unique problem i 


when the war is over, providing it 
doesn’t last seven years. Stabile 
was under contract to MCA for 10 
years, with seven still to go. Since 
he’s in the Coast Guard that pact is 
not enforceable insofar as the band 
is concerned, making it simple for 
; Miss Barrie to move to GAC under ome | 
A. Edward Masters, personal man- 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 22. 
Jerry Wald, Inc., New York, has 
been dissolved, according to papers 
filed with the Secretary of State by | 
A. Edward Masters, New York at- | 
torney. | 


her name. : 2 
However, if Stabile is released | ager and financial backer of Wald’s 
from the CG within the seven- orchestra, asserts that the dissolu- 


tion of Jerry Wald, Inc., portends 
nothing. He strongly discounts any 
suspicion that Wald is straightening 
his affairs in preparation for enter- ! 
ing service, pointing out that the 
leader has parental dependencies. 

In addition, he states that a loca- 
tion booking is being sought for the 
outfit, after its forthcoming stay at 
the Sherman hotel, Chicago, which | 
should satisfy any ideas re a break- | 
up of the band. 


year period, his MCA contract will 
be in effect, and he will not be able 
to return to his band unless he 
brings it back to MCA. Since the 
band is now tied to GAC, Stabile 
will be forced to either rebuild an- 
other band for himself, or Miss Bar- 
rie will have to get a release from 
GAC. 

Billy Burton, manager of Jimmy 
Dorsey, last week bought a personal 
management contract on Miss Bar- 
rie from Herman Bernie, who has 
directed her activities for about 
seven years. She and her band go 
into the Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, 








Pennsy Refuses 





Jan. 27 for eight weeks, with op- jbancs will be back again January 

tions. . i - : ‘ ; * o. vv. 
ceeminmennemedal sitet ease near octee eet 

low Stabile’s trail from MCA to ig ell S Fine grosses, topped by a $42,000 

GAC this week. After Crosby drops ? new house record for Kay Kyser’s 


his baton to begin acting for Metro, 
the band will be taken over by 
Eddie Miller, sax, and, after to- 
morrow (24), it will be booked by 


Sloughs Dance 


GAC. This arrangement has been 
in the works for weeks, with Mil- 


ler finally giving GAC authorization 
last Thursday (17). 

While a certain amount of enmity 
is created by switches of this type 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 
Hundreds of dollars in admissions 
were turned back by the manage- 
ment of the Brookline Country Club 


from one agency to another, par-| Saturday night (19) when Gray 
ticularly in these times of acute! Gordon’s orchestra, skedded to play 








shortage of good bands, the feeling | the spot, were held up for almost 


between agencies doesnt grow t0O| three hours by transportation diffi- 
hot. If the original leaders re-| eyjties. 


mained with the groups and shifted | Trouble began when Pennsylvania 





it would be different, but under! Rajjroad officials refused to allow | 
the circumstances surrounding the | the band to take its music library 
Stabile and Crosby moves these| and a bass fiddle aboard the train 
bands are sO much new property | in New York. Most of the band |} 
that have to be built just like a - ee a few remaining behind | 
new band. Once a outfit loses the a nada aera Dy Foot ti aan oe 
name value of the leader, it’s rec-|jowed to lug the stuff on a later | 
Ognitnon, selling price and all else} train. 
drops to the level of a completely When the first contingent arrived 
new organization. in Philly, they enlisted the aid of 
a tae sai Jimmy Tyson, booker for the Brook- 
line. He scouted around town for | 
BARNET 1ST OFAY ORCH a bass and sent it out to the coun- | 
4! try club by cab. The crowd became 





Woody Herman 
Tells of 
“What Music Our Boys in 
the Camps Like’ 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 


At War’ 


theme of the 





| 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











| Charlie Spivak’s orchestra. 


| being accepted, he was placed in the 


| reorganized band. 


| 


Frisco House Makes 
Onlv 1 Break in Orch 
Policy in 15 Weeks. 


San Francisco, Dec. 22. 
The tremendous pulling power of 





| bands has prompted the Golden Gate | 


theatre to book an orch of one kind 
or another as its stage show for the | 
past 14 consecutive weeks. This se- 
quence will be broken tomorrow 
‘Wed.) when the vaude-film house | 
will play variety acts with RKO’s 
‘Once Upon a Honeymoon,’ but the 


appearance, have prevailed all along 
the line for the 14 weeks of orch 
engagements. 





Stevens Rejoins Spivak 








Gray Sievens has returned tempo- 
rarily to his spot as vocalist with 
He left 
about a month ago to enlist 
Army Air Force and, after 


Spivak 
in the 


comes in. Stevens rejoined Spivak 
on opening night, displacing Al No- | 
ble, who may go with Abe Lyman’s 


reserve and told he wouldn't be| 
; called for at least five months. 
Spivak opened Thursday (17) at | 
the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., re-| 
placing Bob Allen. He stays there | 
|}until Keb. 4, when Jimmy Dorsey | 
| 

! 


coming and began besieging the 
boxoffice. At 11 p.m. the music ar- 
rived. but by this time only a com- 
parative handful of dancers were 
left A broadcast over WCAU was 


rancelied. 


High Salary Demands By Individual 


Musicians Seen Crippling Medium 





Dexter, Gastel Team Up 
As Band Mgr. Como 


Dave Dexter, former wriier and 
publicity agent, has gone into 
band managing as an associate of 
Carlos Gastel. Dexter will 
most of his time for the present to 


a . ‘ | 
Sonny Dunham, remaining with him} 


until after Dunham's New Yorker 


Hotel, N. Y. date, which opens Jan. | 
handle all} 


4. After that he will 
eastern duties. while Ges.el remains 
on the Coast. Duo has Stan Kenton 
and Benny Carter in addition to 
Dunham. 

Dexter lately was with Jimmy 
Dorsey as advance publicity rep and 
writer of the band’s Navy ‘E’ award 
show, which is now being done by 
Charlie Spivak. 





Gas Emergency 


Drastic Preview 


Sudden cancelling of most of the 
different gasoline ration card. classi- 
fications over the past weekend gave 
the various suburban N. Y. road- 
houses a preview of what a perma- 
nent drastic curtailment might 
mean. Frank Dailey’s 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
at least 50% Saturday (19) 
Sunday matinee was almost a com- 


was off 


plete washout, but Sunday evening; 
trade snapped back almost to nor-j| 


learned that gas 
resumed Monday 


mal when it was 
sales would be 
morning. 

Dailey asserts that Cab Calloway’s 
band played to about 600 Saturday, 
50 Sunday afternoon, and between 
600-700 Sunday night. 


of course, might have helped 


trade ‘icy roads, bitter cold) At 
|Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y. (Joe 
Marsala orchestra) trade was also 


off badly, to what extent couldn't be 
learned Same applied to Glen 
Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
with Bobby Sherwood band. 


devote | 


Meadow- | 


evening; | 


3ad weather, | 
kill 








TO PLAY REGAL, CHICAGO) ‘:s!** 2% io muse nas “or 


























When Charlie Barnet takes his | 


Orch into the Regal theatre, Chi- 
cago, starting Jan 22: his will be 
the first white band to play -the col- 
Ored house. Barnet incidentally, 
has been one of the few white orch 
leaders to play the Apollo, N. Y. 
Barnet’s Chi booking was set by 
Harry Levine. Paramount booker in 
N , # Latter ha: also booked into 
the Regal for week of Jan. 8 ‘Fat 
Waller and Deep River Boys 
Griff Williams, currently at the 
Empire Room, Palmer House, Chi- 
cago, moves into the Chicago thea- 
tre Jan. 29, also booked by Par. 


Road Hazards Catch Up 
With McIntyre in Balto 


Baltimore. Dec. 22 

Transportation difficulties hit Hal 
McIntyre and his orch on his open 
ing at the combo Hippodrome hers 
Thu day (17). Jumping from Bos 
ton, outfit’s trunks went astray with 
no instruments or music on hand fo1 
noontime teeoff. With a tracer on | 
the job, theatre threw in an ava- 
lanche of short subjects hoping for 
Only slight delay, but when none of 
the missing trunks showed, an- 
nouncement of cause of delay 
coupled with an offer of readmission 
tickets, was made from the stage. 

After a hectic hour or two, instru- | 
ments were borrowed from music 
Stores and accommodating local mu- 
Sicians, and the show went on. Ar- 
Tiving singly, missing baggage finally | 
80t in in time for last show of the | 
day at nine p.m. 


j 
| 


— 


Co uehn Monroe sieps out of the! 
‘Ommodore hotel Jan. 21 to start 








° 10-week tour of theatre dates, | NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO 
wines _~ the Hipp, Baltimore 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 
“4am Morris agency set the 
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Constantly increasing salaries de- 
manded by musicians to play in 
chestras of ezll types i calibies 


Ore 
ana 
has bandleeders ard booking agen- 
cies considerably bothered. Sky- 
high prices are being ouoted by men 
for almost any kind of job, but par- 
ticulariy for road work. It’s more 
than possible that the combination 
of abnormal salaries, fewer working 
opportunities. doubled transportation 
costs «nd the various other vital 
problems now facing leaders, will 
eventually kill cff many of the me- 
dium class bands. 


Salaries, however, are the most 
,; important problem at the moment. 
Men who were czepable of com- 


manding only $75 weekly six months 
ago now nix anything less than $125, 
jand frequently ask more. Since 
the sale price of the average band 


has not substantially increased in 
| the last six months, during which 
;most bands were forced from cars 


the effect of 
higher individual salaries is obvious. 
| Many musicians 


;Oonto expensive rails, 


change jobs so 


'frequently it is impossibte to keep 


ee es. W] eres + CEL, SI Poy EOE BTL OTIS, 


virtually always based on a better 
alary somewhere else, offered by 
a leader frantically in need of re- 


| placements. There is one story of 
,/a group of musicians who didn’t 
| need to shift to another band for 
,more money. They simply sent 
,themselves wires signed by top 
leaders offering better money. To 


|; hold them the leader they worked 
with topped the phony offers. 
Look ta Internel Revenue Bureau 
Some leaders are wondering what 
the Internal Revenue Bureau can 
do for the salary problem. Ac- 


cording to rules applying to profes- 


| Sional people a musician can move 
{for more money, but his present 
| leader cannot offer him more to re- 
| main. Once he’s gone, however, 

the leader can offer a new man 
; more than the old was getting, pro- 
| viding the figure doesn’t top what 
| the highest-paid man in the par- 

ticular section (sax. rhythm, etc.) 

is drawing Salaries can be in- 


|} creased on merit, however. 
On the other hand a representa- 
tive of the Treasury in N. Y. flatly 


stated last week that. where a mu- 
sician 1s concerned, ‘No leader can 
pay more for any particular posi- 
| tion than he was paying before Oct. 
3, 1942, without permission.’ TI) 
j}at odds with the above interpreta- 
tion from printed clarifications, but 
then there are numerou lauses in 
e re \ ‘h é 
eariy i€iine 
l | VIO € Cl€ t 
' 5 
creased living co Regard le wine 
musicians now find themselvs 
the driver’s seat via the law of p- 
lemand And they're 


T King eC fi ti U1 rie 


BATON FOLLOWS MILLER 
INTO ARMY AIR FORCE 


Capt. Glenn Miller is bein loved 
from Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
Ala., within the next week or two 

Atlantic (jt: sur} y ’ 
4% ‘ aa 4 ‘ at st . i 
| ld a dance orchestra fi A 
Ail Force A SOO! a tine } 1s 
mpleted and rehearsed I inaer- 
tood it will begin a seri of IS- 
talning broadcasts on a nationa et- 
work. If that materializes, the d 
vill be the first service outfit ed 
} + 
Miller was transferre¢ » Maxwell 


Field less than a month ago, follow- 


ing a six-week training course at 
Fort Meade, Md He’s now in the 
regular Army. having been shifted 


from the Specialist Corps when that 
branch was abolished. 


Donahue’s Reorg 


Al Donakue has reorganized his 


orchestra and is booked to open at 
Ciro’s, Hollywood, Saturday (26). 
| Donahue disbanded his outfit 
| several months ago to hole up on his 
California farm and recuperate fron 
a series of operations. 

After breaking up the group and 


l- + 
iASL 


























before vacationing, Donahue was a 
guest leader at the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y.. for several weeks. 
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Band B.0. Dull; Wald Light 316 
nN. Y.; Allen, 146, N.G. in Newark, 
Brown, $12,500, Blitzed in Pittsburgh 


(Estimates) 
Bob Allen, Newark (Adams; 1.950; 


95-40-65-75-99 \—Paired with ‘Powde1 


tf ——— 


Town’ (RKO) and stage bill featur- 
ing M Green. Band and show 
drew raves. but cold snap plus .ea- 
sonal letdown proving major cb- 
stacles and lineup coesn’t figure to | 
hurdle weak $14,000. 

Les Brown, Pittsburgh (Stanley; | 
3.800: 30-44-55-66) — With ‘Flying 


Fortress’ (WB). First time for young 


Duke U bandleader in a theatre here, 
and everything’s against him, the 
picture, weather, etc At $12,500, | 
WB deluxcr will be hitting pretty 


close to an all-time low in its recent 


stage history 

Woody Herman, New York (Para- 
mount; 3664: 35-55-85-99-$1.10) 
With Haze! Scott, other acts on stage, 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) on screen. 


Continued pull of stage bill and Mo- 
rocco’ brought strong $41,080 on the 


sixth week ended last night (Tues- 
day). The seventh and final stanza 
over Xmus begins today (Wednes- 
dav) and marks the first time any 


show will have remained 
- SERIE, ene 
fil 


Lila. 

Ada Leonard, San Francisco (Gold- 
en Gate; 2,850; 44-55-75 )—With ‘Army 
Surgeon’ (RKO). Okay $20,000 most- 
ly on flesh appeal. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Providence 
(Metropolitan; 3,200; 30-40-50)—Plus 
‘Neath Brooklyn Bridge’ (Mono). 
Fair $5,000 in three days. 

Frankie Masters, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton) (3.200; 44-55-65-75-85 )—Plus ‘Cat 
People’ (20th) and vaudeville. Biz 
remains way off, this bill trailing to 
$18,000 

Hal 
drome; 


Mcintyre, 
2,240: 


Baltimore (Hippo- 
17-28-38-44-55-66 )— 


With ‘Seven Miles from Alcatraz’ 
(Col) and stage show headed by 
Modernaires. Band and stage show 


helping this to satisfactory $14,000. 
Cire Rimac, New York (State; 29- 
44-55-75-99-$1.10)—With Guy Kibbee 


and Lew Parker on stage, ‘Forest 
Rangers’ (Par) (2d run) on screen. 
Picture was milked on first-run at 


the Paramount, which, together with 


| 








other current anti-b.o. factors, ac- 
counts for only around $16,000, very | 
slow. 

Jerry Wald, New York (Strand; 
35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With ‘Flying 
Fortress’ (WB?) on screen. Only 
about $31,000 seen, rather mild, and 
gets only the one week. 


Duchin Ducks 
Morale Post: 
Wants Action 


Lieut. Eddy Duchin again turned 
down a Navy offer of ‘morale’ work, 
i.e. stay behind and entertain the 
boys, and so told another Brooklyn 
Navy Yard official that the reason 
he went tl rough No ester! U 
nava acad schooling a ¢ 
pre f D 
right alo if the bo 
oversea I e T re 
than vide satlo and mal 
ines stiil ’ ZV the cor 
I es « [ 5 Accors by 
do y a r a naval 
a ( Di ee] tnz \ ( r 
} i) } ( ld } hic | olo 
to « [ S. troop 

Du no mn New York 
awaiting a gnment to a P-C (Pa- 
trol C er) boat fo. off-shore 
duty. 

Incidentally. a Ripley is the fact 
that his commanding officer will be 
Lt. Cdr. Ambrose Chambers. long- 
time friend. who stood up for him at 
his wedding to the late Marjorie 
Oelrichs It's a 590,000-to-one shot 
that such a thing could happen, 
where ci\ " buddies find them- 
se! assigned to the same craft 

Last Frida night (18) at the 
Hotel Plaza, N. Y., Lt. Duchin did 
his stuff for a Ship's Service gala. 
It was a case of an officer pertorm- 
ing for sailors. This is the patriotic 
service wherein uch show biz 
familiars as Mrs. Bob (Madeleine) 
Sherwood, Mrs. Ellin (Irving) Ber- 
lin Mrs. W. 


Mrs Vinnie Asto 
Averell (Mai ; 


| Lombardo, 


| 802 





Third Dance Spot 
Opening in Memphis 


Memphis, Dec. 22. 
Memp! will have a third down- 
town hotel dance spot for the first 
time in vears when the new Blue 
Room opens at the Gayoso hotel, | 


Saturday night (26). 


Once the cen- | 


tre of midsouth social activities, the | 


| Gavoso has reentered the dance field | 


by remodeling and streamlining its 


dining room on the Front Street side, 


the first time it has tackled -the 
amusements field since closing the 
old Colonnade six years ago, same 


being the home of 


here 


now 


Club 


Blue Room will begin by operating | 


only Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights. Full dining room service will 
not be attempted at the outset, but 


x 2 ts. 49 ~3, ».% P| 


at the Par | there will be limited table service. 
c « ° ° 
Cn ad 


dance band will provide the music. 

Skyway at Hotel Peabody and the 
Balinese Room at the Claridge have 
long held a corner on the downtown 
dance business in these parts. 


MBS TO AIR 21 


BANDS ON EVE: 


Mutual 


Network will use a mini- 
mum of 21 dance bands New Year's 
Eve. The pickups will start in New 
York at 11:15 p.m. and wind up at | 
Honolulu at 4:30 p.m. EWT. 


The midnight spot will go to Guy 
as has become a tradi- 
tion with the network. 


TOOTERS WILL 
PROBE SELVES 


Rank and filers of Ne 
Amei 
are forming a committee to do 

of 


w York Local 


ican Federation of 


Clans 
something about 
Sol hing about 


correcting some 


the evils present in the dance end of 
the business. Commiitee Is cutting 
} across political lines, with members 
| of both the Blue and Unity factions 
| agreeing to serve 

Sponsors of the committee hope to 
act as a quasi-official investigating 
eroup which vould produce evi- 

é é f kickbacks, underscaling, 











ind then let the union officials 
handle the prosecution and _ pre- 
ventative angles 
Band Revi 
ry 
an eview 
a 
RAN WILDE AND ORCH (9) 
With Camilla Lane, Munson Comp- 
ton, Bob Yaucobian 
St. Anthony Hotel, San Antonio 
Anaca » Roor the St. Antho 
1 i De | pot ! 
i i yal ) I 
4 I A }U) i W auc 
) ] € Dal | ira 
é 0 of | ina otficer 
) | {ro e ne rp 
Cal ) 
& rent Ra Wilde and crew 
f 1 f Vit singers Ca la Lane 
VI ison Cor nton, and featuring 
e violin of Bob Yaucobian. Group 
O tne sweet side, with extreme 
jive among its selections. Band is 


composed ot two violins, 


bass fiddle, trumpet, drums and 
plano, with Wilde also at a babv 
grand throughout 

Most of the musie is built around 


» piano playing of Wilde as well as 


the bow plucking of Yaucobian, who | 
Sa smart-looking youngster. Vocals | 
are wel sold by Miss Lane, nice- 
king and with a pleasing voice 
Male vocalist is Munson Compton, 
who employed at a local defense 
plant in the daytime. Compton has a 


gh-pitched voice. but manages to 
score He was formerly with Carl 
‘Deacon’ Moore Andy 
La (Barry) Lowman, et al., put 
oO free shows for incoming naval 
cra! sail and)» =merchar 1e! 
re ol t $ 


the Variety | 


Musi- | 


three saxes, | 


CARTOONIST-MAESTRO 


CUGAT NOW DOES BOTH 


Xa ( who has been the} 
» called that caricatur- 
] a i I *—and vice ve i 
type of 1 ing, revert to h art 
MA a Lol King Feature 
ca The Waldorf-Astoria 
mat ro facile caricaturist ind 
will do le in color, of dancers 
ind co ¢ of Latin American 
countric which will appear in 


American Weckly. 

Starting Jan. 30 he will 
daily feature ‘The Birthday 
the Day’, President Roosevelt teeing 


also ao & 
on ot 


off this series 

For si time the men in the 
band have been telling Cugat to} 
give up the band and continue his | 
| cartooning, and various artists have | 


told him to give up cartooning and 
continue in the band business. 
Cugat has fooled both, he 
tinue with the band and cartooning. 


One-Niters Hit 
By Gas-Weather; 


| 





| os 
ek NA TITTY 
(Estimates) 
| McFarland Twins (Totem Pole B. 
!Auburndale, Mass., Dec. 16-19). Mc- 
Farlands have gained following here 
‘past five weekends, but they 
| couldn't buck stricter gas rationing 
jand bitter cold over past weekend; 
lbiz dipped to 3,000 in four days. At 
1$1.45 pair take amounted to $2,175. 
| Alvino Rey (Chermot B., Omaha, 
‘Dec. 19). Rey broke the 
record here, drawing 2,900 
t $1 plus tax. 
Dick Rogers-Tony Brown (Ray- 
|mor-Playinor B., Boston, Dec. 18-19). 
|Rogers and local Brown outfit paired 
jin twin ballrooms did average week- 
|end busine here, playing to 1,900 


season's 


dancers 








| Friday, 2,000 Saturday at 75c-85c for 
good gross of $3,120. 

i 

Band Booking 

Louis Prima, Jan. 8, week, Fay’s| 


Philadelphia; 22-24, 
N. Y 
Jan. 1, Strand B., 
Keith’s Roof, Balti- 
hester C. C Vhite 
Plains, N. Y 20-21, Poli theatre 
| Waterbury, Conn.; 22-24, Lyric 

atre. Bn Conn.: 


theatre, Hartford, Conn 


| theatre, 

| theatre, Rochester, 
Count Basie, 
altimore: 2 
more: 3, Westc 


the- 


idgeport, 


Tommy Tucker, Jan. 1-3, State the- 


So} 
will con- | 


— Rey's Big $2,900 


Bands at Hotel B.Ovs | 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 





Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and “ 
holiday price. This compilation is based on the period from Monday- 
Saturday.) 
Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Pinyed Week On Date 
| Jan Savitt ; ASIOF (200, TONNES). cccccccdcossccs © 2.300 16,375 
| Ray Heatherton Biltmore (300, $1-$1.50)..........+.-. 34 600 23,425 
| Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (500; $1-$1.50).......... 11 1,750 23,100 
sani McIntire*... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 45 4.575 0 8=—'70.725 
Mitchell Ayres ..Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)........cceeee- 2 500 1,475 
'Benny Goodman* New Yorker (400; 75c-$1)..... chacae Oe 2.300 24.300 
|Charhe Spivak ..Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 0 £1,825 19,100 
lGuy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 10 1150 14,575 
| Xavier Cugat*....Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)............. 5 2,450 9,125 } 
* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
| major draw. 73 days. 
| Chicago 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$4.50 min.). Wil- 
liams, in last weeks of engagement, continues to draw well with The Hart- 


manns as co-attraction; 4,000 people last week. ‘ 


Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300: $1.50-$2.50 min.). Popu- 
larity of Kassel keeps this room comfortably filled; 1,900 last week. 
Stan Kenton (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel: 800: $1.25-$2.50 min.). 


Catching on with younger element. Brought in fine 4,200 »yeople last week. 
Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min.). The 
Revuers opened (11) but-played only three days. Renee DeMarco back 
again sharing honors with Bondshu. Around 1,500 people last week. 
Russ Morgan (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100: $1.25 min.). 
Morgan, in for the duration, is proving draw in opening days. Around 
2.000 last week. 








Se Dhdas'sdedges nay caveat cates lait ETE «a NG DR 
os Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900: $1-$1.50). 
tion and 2,500 covers fair enough. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Should wind 
with around 3,500 payees. Ozzie Nelson opens tomorrow 


Boston 
Eddy Oliver (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). Morton Downey 


receives major credit for 1,975 covers past week, as biz continued on high. 
Downey closes tonight (23), Sheila Barrett headlining new show opening 


Not as hard hit as opposi- 


up long stand 


(Thurs. ). 





tomorrow 
John Kirby (Colonial Room, Copley Plaza; 260; 50c-$1 cover). Kirby can 


stay as long as he likes, according to management, he has built a follow- 
ing in this long dormant room playing to 1,300 during week, with 900 
paying 50c music charge Monday through Thursday; 176 Friday and 240 


Saturday plunked down $1 each 

Chick Floyd (Terrace Room, Hote! Statler; 450: $1 
his high 850 average over Friday-Saturday, 
excellent dinner trade. 





cover). Floyd main- 
late nights, plus 


‘ 


tained only 


St. Louis 


Temple | 


Nick Stuart (Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson; 800, $1-$2 min.). Despite 
gas rationing biz took an upturn and 3,400 customers checked in last 
week. Randy Brown, juggler and monologist headlining floor show. 

| Minneapolis 
George Wald (Minnesota Terrace; Nicollet hotel: 500; $1-$1.50). This 


band well liked, but Sylvia Froos, in her final week, is magnet that brought 
in approximately 550 nightly. Consolo & Elba continue in floor show. 


Lecation Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


atre. Hartfo Conn.: 4-6. Lyri Lou Breese (Chez Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Not much of a letdown in 
atre Bridvenort 11-13 . Plymouth | Pusiness. Breese and Sophie Tucker keep ‘em coming: 4,000 last week 
theatre Worcester. Mass.: 15-17 Chico Marx (Blackhawk: 5@0; $1.25 min Former movie comedian still 
Temple th Rochester. N. Y.: 19- hot. Off a little, abc 3,800 last week 
| 21, Stanlev theatre, Utica, N. Y.: Fed 
5, week, Shea’s, Buffalo. (Los Angeles) 
| Henry Busse. Dec. 29-31. Palace Gene Krupa (Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood, fifth week). Krupa got 
heatre, Columbus. Jan. 1, week. |4 boost from furniture ball Thursday (17), but biz still off at 14 200 
cle the Indianapoli 3-14.| Horace Heidt (Ca Manana, Culver City, Cal., first week) Not like 
ent: the Chicago old days: lucky to get past 3.000 stubs on initial stanza 
Jack Teagarden, Jan. 22-23. Wash. | Jan Garber (Trianon B.. Southg ite. Cal., fifth week ). Garber Go ng okay 
ington & Lee, Lexington, Va. |} at 5,000 and moves over to Casino Inn, Hollywood, Thursday (24). Noble 
| Sissle takes over here 
; Duke Ellington, Jan. 8-11, Temple | Muzzy Marcellino (Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, tenth week), Hit- 
theatre tochester, N. Y.; 12-14, Stan- | ¢ ng around 4,000 with Nils Granlund’s floor show major draw. Paul 
ley theatre, Utica, N. Y.; 27-28, Poli| yartini’s crew takes-over show New Year's Eve. 
| theatre. Waterbury, Conn.; 29-31, ] ae 
Met theatre, Providence, R. I (Minneapolis) 
Bobby Sherwood, Jan. 8, week Bob Owens (Happy Hour: 650: no cover or min.). Final week of local 
\dan theatre, Newark, N. J yand and all-girl floo how before Fletcher Henderson, fi of anothe 
Earl Hines, Jai 15, week, Apollo; ro 1 of travell bands, n e n this week Mild 300 nigl A ige 
eatre,. New York: 22-28, Royal the -_ 
! saltimore 
Bob Chester. Jan. 6-7. Poli theatre | Masters’ orchestra. Originals almost Phil S it | ? Sell t 
Waterbury, ( 8-10. Met theatre all grabbed by the army. l pl a hy $ ou 
Providence, R. | ; 
Hal McIntyre, Jan. 1. week. Palaces Jimmy Dorsey and hi and wil Concert; $2,500 Profit 
neatre Cleveland: 8-10. Palace the-| make a cOast-to-coast tour ef Army) see - 
atre. Fort Wavne ne 5 Tillard| camps when they finish their current ; ? 
hotel. Was fee z - ] Willa chore in © Deed it Metro | Net profit of $2,500 was realized 
Gracie Barrie, Jan. 27, eight weeks, | oe Toe Se Een wan. oy EP rvs 
| Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago. | Bill Scotti, former leader, audi- |8iven last night (22) by Phil Spitalny 
Vaughn Monroe, Jan. 21. week.| tioned a new 11-piece combination | @4 his ‘Hour of Charm’ all-girl 
Hipp theatre, Baltimore; 28-Feb. 3,| of strings, reeds and rhythm at |orchestra It was a sellout two days 
Central theatre, Passaic, N. J. | MCA, N. Y., last week, = 
Carl Ravazza, Jan. 7, six weeks, | —— Concert, sponsored by the Baptist 
Statler hotel. Detroit | Freddie Slack’s band checks in |Home for the Aged, was scaled at 











Freddie Slack's band is booked for | 


before 
‘Look Out 


on the Coast 
RKO for 


11 one-nighters 
checking in 4t 
Below.’ 


Martin Epstein, sax: Ken Francke, | 
sax; Buck Scott, trombone: Bert Na- 
zer, ba and Archie Freedman 
1 ) al ! men in Frankie 


On the Upbeat | | 


$2.20 top. 


|Dec. 28 at RKO for ‘Look Out Be- 








| low.’ ‘ eee ™ 
Clarence Willard, trumpeter with of the Deshler-Wallick hotel, that 
Hal McIntyre, joins the Ina Ray |S! 
| Hutton band next month. (nae 
codices iets Bob Milligan, Pittsburgh saxman, 

Jack Carney, head of Artists Bu-| has gone to the Coast to join Jan 
}reau at National Concerts & Artists| Garber’s band at the Casino in 
| Co., leaves that spot Jan. 1. He for- | Hollywood. 
;merly managed Jan Savitt. Sane 
—_— Tony Pastor band booked into 
| Ray Roese, singer on WBNS, Co-| Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh. week of 
jfumous, O., has joined the Paul} Jan. 1, following Ina Ray Hutton 
Decker band in the Ionian Room | crew. | 








Wednesday, December 23, 1942 


RIETY 


ORCHESTRAS 39 








Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Philly’s brass band tooters are still waiting for the musicians union 
to come across with the coin for fancy uniforms so they can compete 
with the flashy rigs of the non-pros (American Legion, Elks, etc.) and 
get themselves some parade jobs. Three months ago, the brass band 
boys petitioned Philly Local 77 to advance the money out of its treasury 
sc they wouldn’t put on a ‘ludicrous and humiliating display with 
patched-up uniforms’. The local would get the money back, by de- 
ducting from the amount received from each engagement. 


But although Local 77's executive board looked upon the petition 
favorably, it must be acted upon by the entire membership. Due to 
many musicians doubling during the day at war plants, and the fact that 
most of them are busy elsewhere, there hasn’t been a membership meet- 
ing for almost six months because of lack of quorum. So meanwhile the 
veterans’ bands, with the scantily clad femme drum majors, are taikng 
the play away from the 77’ers on parade. ; 








Essex House hotel, N. Y., is unusual among hostelries that use name 
bands. During the past couple months, when two other major N. Y. 
hotels were digging deep to find capable name outfits, this spot graciously 
released two major combinations from signed contracts because both 
wanted to play theatres and cash in as long as they could before the war 
interrupted their careers. 


Sammy Kaye was set to Open at the Essex House Oct. 29, but since he | 


is a candidate for a Navy commission the hotel let him out of a three- 
month agreement to play theatres, in return for which Kaye gave it two 
holiday weeks (opened last Thursday, 17). Second release was handed 
Tommy Tucker. He was supposed to follow Kaye Jan. 5, but has been let 
out to fulfill a series of theatre dates. Both bands have proved strong 
draws for the hotel in the past. 


The recount of the votes cast for the executive and trial boards during 
the recent election of N Y. Local 802, American Federation of Musicians, 
has only verified the original count. 

The recount was requested by both the Blue and Unity groups and was 

el ee Oe ee 
The HBA favors a recount any time ar. tection is decided by a differen- 
tial uf 1% or less of the total vote 
in several contests for both the trial and executive board the difference 
was less than 67 votes. 


What some bandleaders have to put up with these days, in view of the 
fast turnover in musicians, was a recent experience of a name outfit. 
Leader was forced to fire a sax player last week in Florida and to replace 
him with a musician out of a local band. 


Two nights later he was also forced to let the replacement go. During 


a number he noticed strange notes mingling with those of the tune the | 


band was playing. Investigating, he found the new man, who had been 
drinking, unconcernedly playing an entirely different tune than the rest 
of the men. 





Beneficiary of Duke Ellington’s Carnegie Hall, New York, concert on 
Jan. 23 will be Russian War Relief. Prices for tickets have been ranged 
from 55c to $3.30, with boxes at whatever the traffic will bear, since the 
project is for charity. 

Ellington’s music program is not definitely set, but will be made up of 
representative music written by the leader. He expects to write a special 
symphony for the showing. Irving Kolodin, New York Sun music critic, 
will write program notes. It will be Ellington’s initial Carnegie Hall 
appearance, 


Carrying spare musicians as protection against sudden loss of men to 
the draft seems to be growing. Tommy Dorsey is currently toting two 
extra trumpet players as insurance against being left short-handed. There’s 
a good possibility that he’ll soon have to use one, as Ray Lynn, long-time 
member, reports for a physical this week. 

Jimmy Dorsey first started the idea of carrying extra men, but it al- 
most backfired on him. He carried one spare trumpeter, but before any 
of his four set men were called the spare was docketed for a physical. 
He subsequently drew a 4-F. 


Jerry Wald, clarinet-playing maestro now at the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
ran into one of those everything-happens-to-me shows during his first 
day at the theatre last week. Picking up a clarinet to play a solo, he 
found a key stuck; grabbing a second he almost blew up when he found 
a sticky key on that also. ; 

He then borrowed a clarinet from one of his sax players, finished the 
solo and laid it down on a chair. Came a solo for the saxist next to that 
chair and, in standing up, he knocked the clarinet to the stage, where it 
came apart. 

Execs are scanning the field for a good name band for the President’s 
birthday celebration in Washington. Orchestra will probably be spotted 
in the new Hotel Statler on i6th street. Mrs. Roosevelt will cut the 
annual birthday cake at this event, with the usual newsreel setup. Leader 
also comes in for a White House luncheon invitation. 

Event this year falls on Saturday, Jan. 30, the big day in the week for 
most bands. In addition to the Statler orchestra, a colored group 
Play the big event for the colored population at the Lincoln Colonnade. 


sara) 
Wisi 


Coca-Cola company, which is providing a jazz band to travel overseas 


and entertain service men at various foreign bases, is also underwriting 
the transportation of the group from point to point. It will also pick up 


the men’s chow tabs despite the fact they will eat at the camps they play 
Before the band was put together, and it’s now virtually comple 


FBI made minute investigations of the past history of each member. 


te, the 


: - . 
Brewing Co., will make 
ittsburgh 


New commercial on WCAE, for Duquesne 
Baron Elliott just about one of the busiest band 
In addition to his beer-bankrolled show every Monday night for half an 
hour, Elliott and his outfit are employed by day as the staff band at 
Hearst station here and by night at Bill Green's, roadhouse dancery, 
Where he’s been for more than two months now. 


leaders in 


Jimmy Dorsey’s stage show at the Strand theatre, N. Y., opening Friday 
(Xmas Day) with ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ will be the shortest the house 
has ever presented. With one act, Billy Rayes, in addition to the band 


and its singers, the show will run 32 minutes on weekends and 38 minutes | 


midweek. Short stage layout is a must in order to get turnover, in view 
of the great length (two hours, 16 minutes) of ‘Dandy.’ 


Several playing Boston musicians have recently reported to police there 
the theft of instruments, with the latest being Buster Bailey, of John 
Kirby's band, who discovered the loss of his clarinet eight minutes before 
aaa a broadcast. Bailey planed to New York to replace the instru- 
nent. 


—_—. — 








! 
Jean Boaz, who quit Howdy Baum | 


band or account of illness several!) and a Queen (Arlene Day), go into 


months ago, has rejoined the outfit, Hotel Henry's Silver Grill, Pitts- 
- the Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh.| burgh, Jan. 11, replacing 
' Private life, she’s Mrs. Baum. Matthews and her Esquires 





Arthur Murray 
on 
‘Wartime Dance Styles’ 
an Added Feature in 
‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 
37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


02 WILL QUIZ 
BERSTEIN ON 














which ran the eleatiangs 


The total vote was about 6,700 and | 


Marty Schramm, with his 4 Aces | 


Dorothy | plat 


RECORDINGS 


Oberstein, of Classic Records, 
goes before the executive board cf 
'N. Y. Local 802 of the American 
| Federation of Musicians again this 
week or next for interrogation on 
the, origin.,of recordings his firm 
|has been issuing in the past couple 
of months. If the board sits to- 
morrow (Thurs.) he will appear 
then, but there’s a likelihood it 
won't because of it being Mmas Eve. 
In such an :vent the manufacturer 
will be questioned Tuesday (29). 
What 802 will ask Oberstein, of 
course, cannot be known before he 
|appears, but it’s definite that the 
questioning will follow along the 
came lines as the recent meeting he 
had with the board over the release 
of ‘I Had the Craziest Dream’ and 
‘Der Feuhrer’s Face.’ Oberstein at 
the time told the local heads that 
|the masters of these recordings were 
| made in Mexico and he simply pur- 


Eli 


chased them for pressing and sale 
|under his Hit label. 
Interviewing Oberstein is  ap- 


parently the start of a contemplated 
therough look-see by the union into 


many rumors of ‘bootlegging’ since 
Petrillo’s Aug. 1 ban against AFM 
|members making recordings and 


| transcriptions. For weeks now there 
i has been constant reports of such 
|outlaw recording dates in N. Y., but 
so far nothing concrete has been 


| unearthed to support these rumors. 
| 





Hearst’s Sunday Weekly 
Enters Into New Plug 


American Weekly, Sun- 
section, has again made a 
group of 
known bandleaders, to exploit pop- 


Hearst's 
day mag 


tieup with a nationally 


| 





] 
| 


| 





| 


;and the Strand theatre, N. Y. 


Deal With Bandleaders 


} 


ular tunes selected as future hits by | 


the leaders involved. Series of 
tunes will be run on the first page 
of the mag section (last year they 
were on back page of comic section) 
beginning Jan. 10. Since the tunes 
cannot be recorded by each leader 
and released coincident with the mag 


material (AFM forbids bands to re- 
cord), each bandleader has had to 
agree that he would arrange each 
of the x tunes this own and the 
others), and exnloit them on radio 
{ ( C< 

V I ‘Marching 


L, 
ine 


first 


number publishe Sammy Kaye 
‘Babble-ee Babbie-o’ is second. an 
one € \ T nmy 


Fields, Hal McIntyre 1 
Martin Dorsey, Kaye and Martin 
own publishing firm. 


| Rebuilding Fire-Destroyed 


Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs 
N. J., roadhouse which burned to tne 
ground early one morning almost a 
year rebuilt. Upon its 
completion it will return to the name 
band policy it employed before the 
blaze. Teddy Powell’s band was at 
the spot then, and most of his instru- 


peing 


a00 jc 
afO, | ing 


were lost. 


ments 


About six months ago Abe Lyman 
began negotiations to help financ 
the reconstruction of the spot, but 
Die fe ( Back at 
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White Bands’ Requests for Buses 
Conclusively Rejected By Army 
FEINBERG TRIES TO SAVE. 2% sone 





John Hammond’s recent attempts 

to reopen negotiations with the 

WPA “MUSIC PROJECT Army and ODT for busses for white 
bands was a complete failure. Of- 

William Feinberg, secretary of coms wih Wem ie yoluntesr 
Local 802, the musicians union USO worker talked in Washington 
local for New York. is in Washing- | were emphatic in their refusal to 
ton attempting to save the WPA (entertain any ideas for allotting 


War Music Project. With the re-| 
cent presidential nix on WPA, this) 
preject is slated for the scrap heap 
unless it can* be carried by another entire problem is now a dead issue. 
Governmental ofsice or privately | This was the second time Ham- 
yo ee ra a re mond received rebuff. First time 
’ sto é ) 

anxious to keep the setup active, | several months ago 
not so much for the number ef men|plan to ration busses for white 
ae. — is comparatively |bands almost went through, in fact 
co at a ce yoni ea it went so far that Dick Stabile’s 
drives and rallies. If disbanded. the , orchestra had a tour mapped for 
union will have to handle the tick- | coverage by bus. At the last minute 
lish problem of providing or reject-, jt 
ing requests for free music for these 
affairs. 


busses for the use.of white bands 
in any part of the country, and the 


was when a 


was cancelled. 

With the general tightening of all 
kinds of transportation, particularly 
the shortage of gasoline along the 
eastern seaboard, it’s feared that the 
special dispensation granted by the 
|ODT several months ago for busses 





Jurgens, 
In Chi, 


Baton 


Dick Jurgens is being forced to, 
forego a scheduled film for Metro, 


for which he and his band would | 
| 
| 


a 


pal & ® for colored bands will be rescinded, 
opping or at least curtailed. Negro outfits 
jhave been allowed to travel by road 


| for four or five months, but only in 


for Army the south because of the Jim Crow 
} 


regulations on trains. 





have been paid a total of approxi- | 
|mately $40,000, to go into service. | 4 


Jurgens disbands his orchestra Jan. 
17 preparatory to entering the Army. 
Had he made the film it would have 
been his first. 

Now 31, Jurgens organized his 
band in California 13 years ago, but 
didn’t achieve any prominence until 
about six years ago during a stay 


MELON 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 
Local 77, American Federation of 





at the Drake hotel, Chicago. His out- al 

fit, now at the Aragon Ballroom| Musicians, last week cut up a $40,- 

there, is perhaps the most popurer | 8 melon for its members with the 

outfit in that territory, surpassing | distribution of money held in escrow 
y rseys ans, James , 

even the Dorseys, Hermans, James|y, the union. The money came as 

and other nationally recognized | Chris 4 

groups. Until last summer Jurgens | @ Pre-Christmas windfall to the toot- 

was known in the east only by his | &TS 4nd the bulk of it was used for 

recordings. Then he came east and | the purchase of war bonds. 

clicked in Boston, Frank Dailey’s Highest divvy went to one orches- 


Meadowbrook. Cedar Grove. N. J.. |‘ whose members received $2,600 
. each—50% of their pay having 
been held back by the local because 


Most of the members of the band : : ie 
are also enlisting. Buddy Moreno,| the spot they worked was ‘under 
singer, is enlisting in the Army Air | *U5Picion. 
Force. Some of the men are going [he escrow system was put in 
into war production, among them | 0Pération about a year ago and, ac- 


cording to union officials, has virtu- 
ally cleaned up chiseling and kick- 
backs in Philly. Under the system, 
employers must pay musicians wages 
directly to the union, which holds 
back from 25 to 50%. This leaves a 
tooter with just enough to live on, 
making it impossible for him to kick 


Lou Quadling, 


ABE LYMAN FILES VS. 
BILLY ROSE FOR 18G 


pianist-arrange! 


back—even if he wanted to. The 

Abe Lyman, orchestra leader, filed | escrow money isn’t returned to the 
suit for $18.198 in N. Y. supreme} musician until he is through with 
court Thursday (17), charging Billy | the engagement, and therefore 
Rose Expositions, Inc., with breach! would not be under obligation or 
of contract. A show cause order | pressure from the employer. 
pressing the trial of suit for Lyman —_ 
and 14 band musicians charge ose 

igned a contract for or to play Wilde’ y li t * ilt 
ok Mikees Cont ea oa S$ YOCauSE GUILTY 
W a 1940, with stipula- ° ? 
ggg gg te neat On Minor’s Charge In 

ec tice of ention to ¢ € : . * ¢ 

Lyman charges that through ‘st §. F.; Violinist Freed 
! tr 1e ( ( ¢ ) t 

fi w later ce , 

tut that exhibit tinued for Fai San Francisco, Dec. 22 
tration One member cf Ran Wilde’s orch 

Rose won previous court de- pleaded guilty here to a charge of 
cision in case when his $10,000 de-| contributing tc the delinquency of 
posit held in escrow with N. Y. mu-j|tvo minor girls, 12 and 13, and a 
sicians’ local was ordered returned | second musician was found guilty 
to him. Rose had appealed a union of a Similar charge by Juvenile 
decision against him in the Lyman Court Judge Thomas Foley. 
matter, with the court finding that Russell Shores, 20, vocalist, who, 
the union was out of order holding the 12-year-old girl told the judge, 
Rose's coin. had consorted with her twice in the 


hotel at which the band was play- 
img at the time, made the guilty 
plea and was released on $2,500 bail, 
pending his probation hearing Janu- 
ary 11. Testimony of both the girls 
exonérated E!mo F. Cozza, 21, vio- 
linist, whe was found innocent by 
the judge 


20th Signs Calloway 
Cab Calloway’s orchestra has been 
for a future film by 20th 
iry-Fox. No definite starting 
assigned the leader, 
as to the vehicle. 


igned 
Cent 


date has been 


nor any detaii 

Woody Herman and Bob Allen Arrest of several members of the 
were both recently signed by 20th-|orch, while it was playing at the 
Fox to five-year deals. Herman is Sir’ Francis Drake hotel here, on 
to be assigned to the film that harges involving the two irls, 
Glenn Mille would have done had, brought on a juvenile delinquency 
ne r ‘ ‘ Tio 
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Fox, Finney Talking New Deal, But | “sic Notes Inside Stuff—Music lf 


Lew Pollack assigned to write 


’ ° ; 
songs for two untitled musicals on 
Prohe of AMP S Books Going Ahea - home lot. 20th-Fox. on con ple-| Jack Bregman, of Bregman-Vocco-Conn, last week denied the report 
: that his partner, Rocco Vocco, has, as the main objective for his current 
tion o1 his current loanout Jod OM). +4 Hollywood, the overcoming of a sales talk that Edwin H. (Buddy) 
° ‘Tahiti Honey’ »* Republi Morris is said to have recently given Harry Warren. When he was last 
on the Coast, Morris reputedly spoke to Warren about rejoining his old 
songwriting partner, Al Dubin, whom Morris has under contract. 
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road 








Hart Fox agent and tl tee mi Powers Does It 


mechanical rights, and C. M. Finney olivwoed Dec. 2 Freddie Rich writing three songs a 
head of Associated Music Publishers, m egret. onset aa orton spi “a he Pine-Thomas musical, ‘The In commenting on the report, Bregman stated last week that Vocco had ar 
Inc., last week entered into nego- ‘ + SOngwihers Cen NAAN, my h oo ‘ante 8 gone out primarily to call on the studios and listen to the songs which A 
tiations for a new contract covering say, One Ol = e7s mace : Duchess Flies High Warren and his present partner, Mack Gordon, have turned out for 20th al 
music used in recorded radio libra- He , Di ao Po vers, « ASCAI — Century-Fox’s forthcoming production. ‘Hello, Frisco, Hello.” If, added as 
ries. Fox’s clients are asking that Pacific westel ; strict super- Milton Rosen and Everett Carter! Bregman, Morris had any such project in view, he (Bregman) could not Li 
the fee as affecting 1943 be restore: vaowe, Wie oo elected president | wrote ‘Spellbound’ and ‘Sort of @!see its practicability, since Warren and Gordon are under a long-term ‘ 
$15 per master nl “A Of eee the v a | Kinda’ for ‘Good Morning Judge’ at! contract as a team to that studio. = 
The Fox-Finney discussion had] tent of mayor of the nearby | U™Vers#! | | os aaa sit 
been preceded by a sharp flareup valley concentration of radio | —_— | The executive council of the music publishers contactmen’s union will oe 
Finney had scored Fox before a ind picture actors who can af- | Bill Waters, Y2c, USNR, in the |at its next meeting appoint a member to take Joe Santly’s place on the y ‘p, 
district meeting of the National As- ford an orange grove. | motion picture liaison office, sta- |; executive committee, which consists of five men. Santly resigned last Pc 
sociation of Broadcasters for asking Powers succeeds Jim Jordan | tioned in Hollywood, has been upped | week. The council numbers 12 members and the smaller group was named to 
for $15, as contrasted to the 1942 (Fibber McGee’ of radio). who |from associate to regular member- | So that quicker action could be obtained on more pressing matters. \ 
fee of $10, and Fox had lashed back remains as a_ board member | ship in Songwriters Protective Assn. | The committee, as it stands, is composed of Harry Link, Georgie Joy, a 
' at Finney for allegedly trying to Installation ceremonies will ~*~ = he | Jack Johnstone and Eddie Wolpin, with Sidney Kornheiser and Jonie Taps a 
use the NAB to repudiate an under- | las alternates. re 


held i “dwar *wraor . 7 
sanding upon which the $10 fee had ane in Edward Everett Hor- | Milton Rosen and Everett Carter 
| cleffed ‘Heads Up’ for Universal. | , 


d Ww} ton’s barn Jan. 12. (A barn on 
ai based, ae . ‘ in En Name vocalists are being solicited to sell the off-the-air acetates of their 


She 














cino estate is not like a 

engaged in verbal crossiire, two barn on an Iowa farm) a own singing which they had made before Aug. 1, when the transcription ber 
publishei at LOS MEN licensed ee ——___ ——————————— Mary Magner, Harry F ller and |pan went into effect, Most singers have acetates made of their chores to ae 
Seis HOSRE) petnewencns engougn |Frank Capano have written a tune! check their renditions. The acetates also serve as a list of credits and rm 
pe gg ee ee eee "CV gt | called ‘We re the Boys of the Medical | audition platters de 
sg ie pubs were Mills Music. 5 Corps.” Tin Pan Alley Music Pub.,| Since most of these acetates contain standard pops and were made be- ste 
inc., and E : epmihen ' , | Philade!phia, getting it e the recording ban, a couple of e.t. makers are planning to use oe 
Fox stated last week that his ne- | ih acl lthem to produce a complete line of saleable platters. - 
gotiations with Finney would not : : bE. iy Sidi —_—— —" at | . — ‘ 
‘ > >} o 7 ; ‘ i immie acer S.af planist é ; 
siecle ee ee ae HIS QUARTEK '’H7BQ, Memph:s, ihe past ive years | ‘Rosanne of Charing Cross’ (Shapiro- Bernstein), which fas among the bu’ 
books and records in regard to an | and a co-composer ot ‘Where Have | top three songs on the ‘most played listing for the week ending Dec. 13, aft 
Mieka  — on | We Met Before’. now a civilian) rates as the first No. 1 plug song of a major publishing firm that has stu 
making of dises for Muzak. The | worker in aviation maintenance for | reached such upper rungs W ithout having any representation whatever CE 
new blanket contract and the probe, Publisher and writer members of; the Army Air Force. on phonograph records. The firm accepted the number for a concentrated wa 
Mos ssid. were fa O06 war neleaed | ASCAP _ received their royalty | ine ride after the Ameriean Federation of Musicians had imposed its ban on ] 
and his auditors would proceed with | C@€cks yesterday for the quarter) icq Himber gets written up in | Tecording. cel 
their task whether or not the AMP) "ding Dec. 31, 1942, and the aver- PRecwal Esquire, not as. a maestro, | a Bal 
signs up by Dec. 31. age AA songw riter found that his | put as a magico, at which hobby he Barry Wood journeyed to Washington to present Secretary of the Treas- as 
mm share was the biggest paid for any lis expert , : jury Henry Morgenthau, Jr., with a gold disk of ‘Ev-rybody Ev'ry Pay ha' 

quarter of the current year. The aks porn | Day,’ new war bond song which Wood recorded at Morgenthau’s request. bot 


’ ss 1 j F i ‘esentation were ‘ank alker, v.p. of RCA Victor, and val 
Of} Frank Skinner composing and ar- | With Wood 4t presentation were Frank Walker, v.p. of RC ( 
>| Jack Williams, promotion head. 


average payoff for that class 
writer this time was $3,000 ‘he 7 , 

; e was $3,000. The ranging the score for ‘Forever Yours 
AA writer's average for the pre-| .; Universal ' 
srinvie niartar Eien Cc ee ee at niversal. | ; ; ie Mo 
vious quarter, ending sept. 30, hac | Handy Bros. has, with the renewal of the copyright on Yellow Dog : 


heer -9 ) wrh > hea enili . 1a > ’ . : ty ‘ os ight 

been $2,400, while the split for the Meshert Stethert blending an oris- Blues,’ reassumed for itself the band and instrumental arrangement rights ; 
us e i quarter ending June 30 had given nal eomnesition wit id. Russian | Which it formerly licensed to Melrose Bros. and Alfred Music Co. The dhe 

him &°) ¢ ltl MpoOsition \ { Oc Lu la . p thi! 

him $2,900 renewal on the composition became effective Dec. 2. hy 


Wr ‘ 4 sOngeSs t > ‘Ore ‘R sin*® 
The plum ordered for distribution | S°V8S @8 the score fot Russia at : 


~ ’ = . Metro , . . 
by ASCAP directors for the final cial Just three plugs, Kate Smith, Lombardo and Dale Evans, was enough “— 


° 
en nierests 1942 quarter amounted to $1,150,000, ; ra. cane lto sell 20,000 copies of Crawford’s ‘Just Kis ed Your Picture Goodnight’ : 
as compared to the $1,062,000 which Jack Mills will publish the score | before publication. ; 


went out for the previous three f the musical, “You'll See Stars,’ | , i 
ewe | month which opens on Broadway Tuesday ee , PS regen h 


Washington, Dec, 22. | 1he top strata of ASCAP writers se a oe ee rr 
collected much less during ’42 than | Wars are the writers. RS 
Music publishers, theatrical and | they had through 1941 and 1940, | 9 9 ie, u = 


motion picture producers and all | principally due to the fact that 250 Donald Van Wart, pianist, Boston, 


8) 











° ° ‘ . | eae = ? : . IOV i "™ at y + MwaNns 
ethers claiming an interest in a copy- | M@¢Ww members had been added with- “9 in uniform at Fort Devans, ’ 
‘ rr in the past 18 months _ BI 
righ in which nation: of af! os wes ‘ , , ’ . 
eg l a il an ! i Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all fou? 
enemy or enemy-occi > Our ry |-_ ee —— a ‘ "ta » lh: »} 9 | r ‘ ’ ‘ 1 ay , 
em) 7 pied count Mousy’ Powell band he at Dia- | networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 


also has an interest, must submit a 


mond Mirror, Passaic, N. J., indef- | ye.«pp , rv ‘ ‘lati , _ ° , 
report to the Alien Property Cus- W.‘BC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 


tain lengthy lists of such works, al- ' 
initely. 


t y} here '@ Le ar ‘ , * € » R : 
todian, it was ordered Saturday (19). | hough ve re have vane hardly any tin ten itl , | Monday through Sunday, Dec. 14-20, from 5 p. m. to 1 a, m., and is based uM 
. : ‘ agreements entered with composers . , ‘ 
This order supplements one issued — puses: on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular source for music the 


} rh] 1, > . 
or publishers in continental Europe 


la t month DY Leo T Crowley Alie 1 
since the invasion of France (June 


Kearny Agenting on Own publishing industry ee 
| 


Property Custodian which froze 
transaction . ovr thts betwu t 1940) [The starting period of the Jack Kearny, unt) last week TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL Bro 
ransactk s In cor ignts between > , 1 ; 6 
- . ”s > niormation 1oht hv - on 4 hes f he Intioqnal *‘oncert ¢ n , nt P - eo hou 
Americans and nationals of enemy : ap , aig ought by the ¢ ustodian vrcahing L % Nat onal ¢ 4 and Moonlight Becomes You—7‘Road to Morocco’.. Famous ....... we oe ae 
" and enemy-occupied countrie 2 O€ back eight months before the Artists Co1 p. (former NBC Artists| White Christmas—7‘Holiday Inn’ Berlin 35 or | 
i em: n ‘s cree — : = : a’ ee er Tree IM seccesess aaa ie 
Re t t | led J _- | outbreak ol the World War II Bureau), is going into personal man-;[ Had the Craziest Dream- ; ‘Springtime’ BVC 27 the 
re ports must be file yy i! 1d The performing } i ge ee ' = = ‘ am . ES 6:k-5 Sky Ee 6a 6b Oe be Bea eee KE? “ 4 
4 1943 bv a Ay ‘ ia aera ; rl performing rignt organiza- | agement on his own, Rose Ann of Charing Cross..... + ey eee | Bull 
3 fil : iv yh 1or particularly iffected by the Before NCAC Kear , Was per- Braz | Southerr 26 It 
con. ightec work — eahinh , iii : er > apdicts a. : i i Lai e . . . ° ° coaeece . ee . os WOULTIE 
nated foreign nationals are k t, ae ASCAP, SESAC and As-|senal manage of Ja savitt's| Why Don’t You Fall In Love With Me?........ Harms ; oo 20 i 
ai _ > are KANO UV sociated VIusic Publishe1 Inc ol ST! mM, . ’ , ans yve VE 
sy : . Aisnel ne. Chie a at Idier it Iatior 2 
have an interest In addition to a | Bhat Soldier Of Mine.......... : .- National oF Prot 
rae nite ak ihe warle pela inca Paradise Valley ......... ; .. Atlas RE Se me he 
l l l é Var j re 4 — ——E——E a . | 
: Moonlight Mood ........... Bo oe can << —e 


In the copyris 


shted work, fins wal , —-— 7 Pr 
reports must be made o on ° ” | Please Think of Me ...... ve ORE. 6 ncas oes oe = 
sri coring oir ue est Sellers on Coin-Machines cavern 00 Oe 
. ‘oval ; gs ee & : ('d Do It Again ge ehiata a9 4s ac oar ve 47 














: Pa sl tie h . 7 - . SOROS 2 69:93 os e° ATAILLVY cco ceee. i 
are pavable to foreign nationa Mr. 5 Dy S—j‘Behind 8 Ball eet oeesesosoosers . Leed eee ee 29.8 Vi 
Cople f all copyright contracts en- | You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To os bs. 66.00 «RDO eevee 17 
; ay eg | Talatn >} ¢ ~ . > isvl v; le olke shez r ) 
tered into with foreign nationals (Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes | Penn peng Polka oi a a Bae -++eeeeeeee Shapiro ens ee = 
since Jan. 1, 1939, must also be sup- | throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names A Touch of Texas—i‘Seven Days Leave’....... Southern ....... sos ae 
plied of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates. in order of | se pe to Morocco’ ..e..e. Paramount 13 ‘ 
populariti vhose va : ; = oe : ‘are . = +43 2 
rhe acti ; ci cite alt oP a ity. hose rec ordings are being played Figures and names in if La ared a Little Bit Le : sooe er elSt 1: 
O1 No. 14, will also affex n Se ee once the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | * Wish I Wish I Wish..... TCerenT Tt. Ee. B. Mark: 12 
licensing snetetios ra 1j roa . and respective publishers.) Ten Little Soldiers..... Oe eae ce ae ee Lincoln .... Patna ae 
} . l " ! ) l ) ms Y + , + , 1 
casting P P 1 rh: fal 1 { Bing Cr D Daybreak—?7‘Pvt. Miss Jones’......... ae Feist oa 
‘ diiiila ) i . Oo i Weilkte & ristmas 9 (R } ) 24 OSDY Yeler tite ’ Mise ; she see eee eens 
ve ge — ’ mé i Berli Charlie S C 7 att 4! For Me and My Gal—i‘Me and My Ga Mille i] 
re i l @i¢ | ) >t ) / narlie Spivak olumbia : . ; 7 GEES ance esee ° ; . 
b “a : - . Manhattan Serenade ..... Sa eee 11 
th cop. ae ine lie Lights Go On (9) (CLP ee Victor | Starlight Sonata . verre BMI — 
} whicl F PCI ( San Sree Okeh | Velvet Moon paces Witmark 1 
Cn ( PO Y 18 tx ° f* ) > TY +} } . sm fe “ie : ; ia 
: ee : ; 2 D 5 FE Love (6) (Hat } Conne B ell . Decca | When the Lights Go on Aga a 24" Oy ae ioe ee 
P np ‘ & ) 4 ‘ ; UD + Oxkeh x erday’s Gard 1hias sees eeeeeeceee May faix eeocee . ° it 
: 1, Had ( rt) Bl Ha Tame Columbia | By the Light of the Silvery Moon........... Remick . ~» WW —_ 
0) ahft f-, . | To Viart Dec ’ De arly Beloved You Were Neve Lovelie. Chappell to 10 Pomme at 
Custo . of n ¥ 5. Dea RB Pena Alvino Re Victor | 2, = ee pte te aeons NOE os. pee 
Ni ‘ Chin _ my ~~ iG Vlilley Victo *I’m Getting Tired So I Can oe Army .... ah se ae 
me 6. There A a a a er 1 D ie Praise the Lord and Pass Ammuuitio1 a Famous , Pe é 
i N Ings inkee omm oO! >t “tor ‘ ’ ‘ . = ii Ne 
nla bts ony . Victor | Can’t Get Out of Mood—‘Seven Days Leave’..Southern ..... Se gage ae 
7. Five Bv Five (8) (Leeds) { Andrews Siste1 Decca | Sentimental Feeling B’ way 8 
Publishers’ Third Big Cleric: a staat °° ) Fre : . re ; eet ee eee ace Woe PEC ERTIRE SOARES |S 
2 Big Clerical Job | Freddie Slack .«sy Ceptel | Rvetything Pye Got ........ss0006c08 ; Chappell ra | 
The music ublishineg industry ne imm. ’ : i j *¢ ie i ete nee  § 
and t pei imce tin? industry 8. Manhattan Serenade (7) (Robbins) j Jimn DOrsey.......+ .Wecta | Hip Hip Hooray ..... TEPC Cure KE RTT eT oo) ae “sees 9 : 
) he ari ¢ farm y right — eeee _— . : : I "hj ‘Ss ’ ’ . 7 
al t \ ous performing rights (Harry James.......Columbia | { Get Neck of Chicken—?‘Seven DAYS Leave’. SOUL 5.ch6scveceese ss 4 
organizations are confronted with :; | Qs ¢ “Taste 7. : et 5 r 
T “ — 74 a ee Witt 8 9. Davbreak (7 Feist) {Jimmy Dorsey Decca Barts Cisus 28 Coming tO. TOW: «isis csi cic cE kécscacacsiacsesaws 18 lc 
massive clerica iob as the result ¢ v YUILCAN oF PEO? 6 04 60H 4.0 © 7 eee s : eh 2 tg Thr nae kp a wee ee : -” ( 
an order issued last week by Ya (Harry James.......Columbia | rhree Dreams—}‘Powers Girl’...............6. MOMUEE Aceseccsnerceeds 4 ‘ 
a rder issued last week by the i itay Mveny : . | *This Is the Army, Mr. Jones........... Army ae s 
Alien Property Custodian, Leo T.| 10. Praise Lord (10) (Famous) nay Myser.........Columbia | Biye Skies ...........000ss000000.. 00s, Re a aes 6 P 
Crowley. They are required to re UBEGESY DACs: .66scs53 ss RROR | ’ Sit ee --ghnee ada a dasa 
: ey are required to re- It Can’t Be Wrong arms 6 a 
port in detail all royalities or oth OTHER FAVORITES | ee — 0 eee Tre . 6 ‘ 
I n aetali ali Valles or other 4 is A rE! | Move It Over ee Santly 6 . 
revenue accruing from the exploited ics ee ue wae mee 2 te | ae . SESS 8 URSOVER EOS S908 £5 H0s8 06 Samm Y «.-. wares ? 
copyrighted works of autho ond , nd gle ds are directly below first 10 in popularity. Tunes with | OM Red Rose Forever.......... Ltae edness Ee EE scxecd anes 6 
composers of ¢ . = 7 rr numoer of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) There'll Never Be Another You—j‘Iceland’.... Morris , eae Oe 7 
itp rs i nem) ( ‘onaguere oa _ . . lon . : -% 7 Kes ‘ . 
countrie since if 1 sone ao Lo ; Texas (Southern) . : ‘ Freddy Martin Victor The Steam Is on the Beam. ee Crawford ioe E 
itries since Jan . 1939. The ; Ala as vias Wee I P r ree: GaP ae j " 
ina ee ae eee ie | Weep No More My Lady -sey Bros 
information is to include any agree-| “208USh Becomes You (Famous) ...Bing Crosby ... s+ ecea . : MY Lady. ....seesee esses seen Dorsey Bros. .......++. © S 
age y ag a” -»+-UecCCa |} But I Never Do...... Vorster a) i 
me made with the same class of) Brazil (Southern) —— — | ha” et iittala eae eee . : yo eee ae ‘ 
a é rt ...Jdimmy Dorsey .....Decea | Daddy’s Letter ... Zer] a) 
writers and composers. or their, This Is Army (Army) 14) M ' wel as an oP ees + BETH wees sees eeeeeees 
foreign publishers, since the me | in ge sin pais sinless ....Hal McIntyre.........Victor | Every Night About This Time....... or Warock me 
iy 2 . 7 ’ patients » a ; Thea »”*) Nea ’ > +} , 7: r r ~ ‘ 1 : Le ee es » 
date rnere INE VE Be Ano her You (Mille. ).....Sammvy Kave .. ; Victor I Just Kissed You r Picture Goodnight oe ace gos kk cs ec lpr are y 
— <9 " : ‘ ris f is y : = ‘ . " ee > g 
The APC deadline fo ‘ : fa Baw ¢ . (Judv Garland Deces ay of This World t‘Powers Girl Ps oP a eee 5 
: , +7 ors __ . raAL \iViI MMmtrankeves cin es ; — Ihen They Sound the ++ Al) Clear ee a —. 
data is Jan. 15, 1943. The catalo |Guy Lombardo ‘Decea | nn ny Bound the Last All Clear, ..... Dash-Connelly ... 9 , 
of 1 t of the large pub yr i ) 
\ . Decca F nusical *‘This Is the Army pt blish g subsid, 
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Gene Buck. Deems Taylor in Middle Bes! Shel Music Sellers Record Cos. Nix MPPA’s Plan 
Of Barry Wood's Dud ‘Praise Stunt =: ccmttcs st | Tg Restrict Discs to Home Use, 











. , as. os ee eee Leeds 4 “ 
Buck, president emeritus. ; ; ~ ’ .;| Star Spangled Banner .. Miller Th t ¢ { k al Court Rul 
Gene Buc * Object to CPRS, BMI Fees. Seciie’ Eekened | ' us 10 Ge in 




















, Taylor, present prez Chappell 
and Deems Tay! ’ . ; ’ ~s | ; 4 7 
“.SCAP are still wondering what On Can. Film, Jukeboxes | Moonlight Becomes You. Famous 
4 ” F ae ne ‘ "eek "< > ar » —_— 
all the shooting Any ts ae Montreal, Dec. 22. rallag > , a 
. «daw s g al ani Ar Alr ips SC i P he three s10r ,Opre > rer o a _ 
ago Saturday — Pt ng Peat” - .| The Copyright Appeal Board ote Bg — ’ . Iscnel The three major phonograph rec-|the refusal of the phonograph com- 
Strike ‘presentation’ of a ‘ I'm Tired So Can Sleep..Army | , . - >| paniec . sien dein’ gael , 
Lucky Strik | Th iit ee “a aie : J d 'Y lord companies (Victor, Decca and | Panies to cooperate with Douglas in 
Barry award to Pvt. Frank Loeser, 1ursday (17) heard objections to a Never Another You.....Morris_ | | testing the restrictive license in the 
é mbia ave jected the ‘ ae ase oe 
author of ‘Praise the Lord and Pass rate schedule proposed, vy Canadian Daybreak Feist Columbia) have rejected the plan courts, the MPPA’s board debated 
° ’ aa x . S431 . f « , So : =e Sijc ws , 2} olac “hhaire | 41 . : er" 
the Ammunition, The —_ ager Performing Rights Society, Ltd.. and Me and My Gal........... Mills suggested by Walter Douglas, chai! ;the question of authorizing its 
cas eat » aid of a board o : : é f sic ishers Pro- | chair liscuss > ple 
singer, with the aid is i ed | BMI Canada, Ltd., covering collec- man of the Music’ Publishers Pro | chairman to discuss the plan with 
.wspapermen judges, had picke . i tective Assn.. for restricting the use| James C. Petrillo, AFM prez. but 
newsp : . , | ; estricting the use| p 
i ‘praise the Lord’ as the best post- tion of fees for the use of copyright | . , ;it was denied that such a move 
B vren bor war song, and it was. music during 1943, Objection was ‘of their product to home machines.! —. a a wee 
Pearl Harbor war song, ¢ as : & 1943, ) as 7 ; ; might prove embarrassing to the 
expressed only of The manufacturers’ reluctance to be- 


to have been climaxed by a suitable | on two sections musie industry. The MPPA had 
e to the Paramount film studio the tariff, one dealing with a license come a party to Douglas’ proposal! elected from the beginning of the 


plaque | gaat : _ ; : ‘ . ‘ j 

songsmith, now a — "a wr a “ ener ¥y om - the other stems from (1) the fact they have | Tecording ban controversy to refrain 
«ny Air Force stationed at Santa! Gealing with a proposed annual fee ih ; . |from any ac artialite 

Army Air F . | never liked the idea of a restric- |{°™ @Y act of partiality. 


of $10 on coin-operated phonographs. 


Ana. ‘_ * . - | * 
| Decis > anti: se | tive-use license and (2) the possi- Douglas’ Proposal 
It was generally believed that it) I ner see on the objections was Me et hd Me “ reed ” ? 
would be a bit of a radio hoopla, | "served. bility that compliance at this time What Douglas had proposed to the 
and in the absence of Loeser in war! Hon. J. T. Thorson, former war would be interpreted as a concilia- |"ecorders was that they agree to 
eee : rrices er ree eae : | : accept fr a ae ieee 
service, unable to get a leave, he) services minisier, presided at the itory gesture toward the American | *CcePt from publishers a license re- 


hearing as chairman of the board. . 


; stricting the use of their copyrighted 
— Federation of Musicians and an ; yng 


works to recordings made for home 
The Wage and Hours Division of | 22*@#80mStic one toward radio sta-| purpose. Once this premise had 


designated the ASCAP prexy to ac- 
cept it in his behalf, with Buck to} “ a : te 
make the presentation on behalf of 


: y ‘ ° : _ = . . > dice . ¢ 5 aur 
show business, Lucky Strike, Wood. | White Xmas’ Makes | the War Labor Board has turned | ions and jukebox operators with | been ac . pted, the copyright owner 
he . > . . Ww ] I" +} > 
et al. down the application of certain mu- | regard to the present controversy | would through the MPPA do the 


rest. In event a phonograph record 


Se LE EOE RE Rem 


Ce ee eed | It Ha H lid sic publishers to issue increased | over the AFM’s recording ban : 
- eh p Spee : a é . . s <4 «< ° < “OC i , et : 
put a wooden ceremony W " “. aT a ppy oll ay bonuses to their employees for the his “dcataitiads alk Maceailas ai jad oe were ae being 
fer broadcast, with half the | ° : nding cc. : : ‘ ates pian) used = for =6commercial §=purpases, 
after the . HA adi out of the | For All Sheet Mu year ending , Dec. ant 1942. The caused much bitter comment with-|MPPA counsel would petition the 
studio audience parading Ou ne | SIC} WLB authorities’ reply was that in the music publishers industry |court for 2 injuncti ther } 
CBS playhouse unaware of what) eli they had no discretion or jurisdic-})o.¢ week The phonograph sasaaie tarting Foy" cabin? pert It 
eng “ tbe : as . g -| st > ball rolling for an } 
was going on. cin ; y tion in the matter. The ruling has : : . Re : 
: ae te nies Music bbers ' aiar nai . ’ ; panies were accused of not acting | eventual ad icati f the issue i 
Both Buck and Taylor had to can- usic 30 give major credit} caused some dismay and disappoint- | jn wood fait! nem “tl . ual adjud cation of the issue in i 
: in good faith. t was pointed out|/the U. S. circuit court of appeals 


ee swite lans to make the | tO ‘White Christmas’, which had al- ; ; ‘ sala : . 
edirsal nse po edvoaley which ready gone over the 950,000-mark, is outa eee: ere 9 — id Begg phonograph records or the U. S. supreme court. Should 
as Buck put it, ‘might just as well for -the extraordinary _ State in the circumstance that the bonuses eet eee, nee we geen Ny cage Be «2 
Seg gt ley agi istasheane | which the sheetmusic business finds comin’ tor “ik ten team ped cae them to namie use, but, now thatj right owner's favor, the next step 
i on te caiaiess ond itself just before Christmas. Not es ree wees. Shs es oe a legal procedure has been advanced would be to issue limited licenses 
en esiy has the drop which usually — Boasts, be rag ae ace = which would give this admonition for the making of recordings for 

tend & Thomas, agency on the precede s Christmas failed to materi- still B ct es thas pibnot eats se “ - the force of a court ruling, the re- radio stations, jukeboxes and other 
Lucky Strike account, explained alize this year, but, according to} the pry Fer owe = a result Of | corders start acting shy. Following stipulated channels, 
Monday (20) that neither itself or jobbers reports, last week's ship- : wii ee 
the advertiser had anything to do, ments of popular music were almost Lo ee 


with the presentation. It was some-| COMparable to the turnover for the . . 
thing. the agency stated, that Wood | biggest weeks of the year Scores Music Publishers 


pe Neil Pema etn § ape 




















had worked up as a stunt with the As a rule the stores take their | ‘ ° ? 
4 7% music ‘fy the , ‘re net he . 
cooperation of music publishers and | MUSK off the counters just before | For Exorbitant Charges 


a committee. Wood had asked| season and devote the space to 


whether it would be okay for him) Christmas items, but this season the On Patriotic Numbers 
to present the plaque before a studio | Sheet displays remained as is. The 
Parade’ | call for sheet music was too big and : 


audience following the ‘Hit 














broadcast and the account and “ie cog gt W na na any Detroit. Dec. 22. 
1 ° a¢ . ; erry “nances ¢ I ”¥ g ws ‘evenue ¥ . ° 
agency readily granted him perm) : : nie ar — = ap ue) Claiming that certain music pub- 
by relegating lese wares to a : 7 
s10n . lishers holding copyrights to three 
| corner, | 


es : P . |}service songs are demanding ‘exor- 
Orders to Irving Berlin. Inc., for} \.; ty Pos 
; ye ? bitant and outrageous sums’ for the 


10 C 2S ‘White Christmas | -. : } i 
B’klyn Song ’Legger pial ° —s pil J taninal : o 1. right to include them in a national Y R o a A K 
la wer ataled 60. oples. Dr FE. Maddy, 


1 
Bing Crosby’s recording of ‘White we — +] Presnensie . ‘ tpptestertans Suite” 
Gets 60-Day Sentence Christmas’ passed the million-sale | CO@'*™an sa me rsa Sie poke ao d on theme of “MARDI GRAS from “Mississipp! 9¥! 
mark last week, according to Decca | committee, Is ready to carry @ fignt Based © Musie by Ferde Grofe 
hi Record officials. If the disc has hit |} against the copyright owners to Con- Lyric by Herold Adamson 
Magistrate William Masterson. in that sales figure it’s the third in two | °'©* 
the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, court, | { vears to do so Jimmy Dorsev's | Dr. Maddy who last summer tan- 
week sentenced Bernard Nagin, of Green Eves’—'Maria Elena’ and | gled t mF ( he Petrillo. of 





} rc j > work : “1 . } 7 “ederation if Moosiciange 
Brooklyn, to 60 days in the work- Glenn Miller’s ‘Chattanooga Choo- Americ 7 oth Of SUsCIANE, T LESS 
house after he had been convicted | Cyoo’ are both credited with having | When the hen bani ed broadcasts iF | CARED 


from the National Music Camp at 














of peddling bootleg songsheets on id 1] . { . : ; aes, 
£ song: old well ove! 1,000,000 copies In| ; : 
the street. The defendant had pleaded | 194] | Interlochen, Mich., made his charges d You Cared A Little Bit More) 
guilty. , } concerning the official songs of three (An ” Mill 
¥ ’ , . . = His 
It was Nagin’s fifth arrest on the |branches of the service—the Army By Berkeley Graham and Carley 
fame charge Arthur Hoffma: in Jonie Taps on Tour Air Force. Artillery and the Coast 
VE tigator for the Music Publ se ate . 2 G 
Protective Association, had assiste: o e Taps waves SONeKS gi vs ‘It’s the t of Americans to be 
the police on the case. vue . Soe offices Of SNa-| tree to sing those songs—the ‘Cais- 
, piro, Bernstein & Co., of which he on Sor ‘Semper Paratus’ and the S 
—— ———<—— is eneral manage! rmy Air CC Sonv’—with ay : : j ore 
Army Air Corps Soni without pay- 5 Picture cor 
a Oe ee eee ee the : rst Di 
It's a periodic junket. plus © | ing a copyright fee to a private in- The Fi 8 


+4 





“RIDE ON” chore’ of getting = new |i 3 cope gee 3 
ALi Ula : 5 ——* qividual €é deciared / cnairman 
; ; ong started of the wartime  « ic music commit- + ™ yi yer | y 
tee. Dr. Maddy drew up a song sheet 
ani Raitph Blane and Hugh Martin | of 25 American patriotic songs which E 
oT y AISS cleffed ‘You're Lucky, ‘Alive and | were to be published by the Federal 

S SAND. MAN Kicking.’ ‘I Know You by Heart,’ | Office of Civilian Defense for use in | 


, ee , a Date.’ ‘The Three | community singing » offere , 
Newest Columbia Record Three Me: on a Date,’ ‘The rl I community gin He offered the | 
b cord B's. ‘What Do You Think I Am?’ and | copyright owners a penny a sheet for 


My First Promise and My First {use of the three copyrighted song 


COUN BASIE Prom for Best Foot Forward at} but reported they rejected the offer 
I ae a vnership on se «in 


tion with Ethel Waters. 
ee Duke Ellington, etc. 





M-G-M's specteculer prod 
Eddie Rochester’ Anderson, Le 








th-Fox Copyright ownership the in- |} 
And His Orchestra ’ volved ng t with Carl Fischer, | LOVE 
sings eae i Inc A Air Corps Song’ A CHANC 
se Rol aha € Nn p I 
Per. Met: MILTON EBBINS R vé laps: on The: ; ie Shay Bernstein Co.. on the ‘Cai TAKING Vernon Duke 
Dir. Will M ; a ot ; ’ ‘ a se 7 Soi x. ar Cc } x vith ‘Sem d Ted Fetter Music by ern 
fam orris Agency Dance a l¢ inale hum be I ; p Sete by John Latouche en 

—— Cone Isla a 20 K’ Ox “s ; a “ye 
a \ r f 








HAPPINESS IS A THING 
CALLED JOE 


Music by Harold Arlen 


eg MILLS, FREED LAUNCH 
a — ago, George Goodwin was a radio station program di ARI TY MUSIC INT A 
looking i was constantly forced to wade through stacks of songs V bE . " 
credits nit appropriate music. Index cards which had only titles and — | 
* were meaningless 








Lyric by E. Y. Herburg 










































So G Or . Viarur¢ . 
slete | rge began to jot down the thematic chorus record and com- Holly wood, Dec. 22. j 
war publishers information on each card. Everyone who saw them Variety Music, ic, Hew mune IN TH 
T ney copies. Thus the idea of Tune-Dex was born publishing firm, has been launched . 
Oday any rec + peers ing Sa ais re ee ee er , 
Min any recognized professionals, band leaders, recording com- here by Irving Mills in association . Music by Vernon Duke 
c 2 +e . ° + at _ } ‘ so sarit ° 
card oe stations, etc., can buy this indispensable and invaluable with Arthur Freed of Metro, with Lyric by John Latouche 
* ex service that three years ago was just a dream. N ills as president ang Freed as vice | 
4¢ Y a] . . : “ 
“aa Tune-Dex issues 100 cards, 3x5, half new songs, half prexy. —" 
Pr Cost is only $1.25 a month. ($15.00 a vear for 1,200 cards). New compan) vit offices on 2 
‘cribers say these are priceless! Sunset Strip, will catalog tunes by ; 
Send } Mi?l and Freed, as well as top , 97 DO ts Dea er 
een order - . , | 1. ‘ _— nel . . ee fe J i: ae . 
We 1 gpa or request more information, on your letterhead. | tunesmithns Holivwood and = in 3 68 CES I j i ie eg ee ee aia j 
cul se 2 ; ade ~ ae . ‘ es sets i Ps y Z Se 
this sery; end sample cards free. ACT NOW. The success of | New York. HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. LEO FEIST “Ine : 
ce is the talk of Tin Pan £ lley. | ip is t Cc. 
amen Adoiph Deutsch cleffing ‘Merchant * LON MOONEY, Prot. mor. 1629 BROADWAY « NEW YORK 
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TUNE-DEX, Ine., 1619 Broadway, New York eye ap cdin 
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Red Hot Detroit Plenty in the Black 
On Its Cafe Season, Past and Present 





| 





- —_—— + 
Detroit, Dee. 22. | Carl Gray to ‘Seandals’ 
Re As Director of Music 
cause of gas rationing and the usual | Pit! alia Wa ae 
pre-C tmas doldrums, but there is | Carl Gray, one-time pianist for 
surprisingly little despair among! Gus Van, joined George White's tab} 
nitery owners. The facts, to them, | ‘Scandals’ here at Stanley theatre | 
’ hi =e | last week as musical director, For 
ate scapable: this is a war boom | more than a year now, Gray has 
city and things have been red hot been working in a defense plant. He 
by the better part of a year. They | replaces Frank Cork, who quit to 
know business wi!l come back by the | join gmund Romberg 's symphony 
‘a oT |}orchestra on tour. During show's 
first of the year, gas rationing OF no. |engagement here, Slate Brothers 
Most of the top spots have sold | were forced at end of engagement to 
out for New Year's Eve with boosted | extend their routines when Nan Rae 
couverts this year ranging from $8] and Mrs. Waterfall took sick and 
to $12. | were out for several performances. 
Generally the boffo viz in the past] ‘Seandals’ went from here to Har- 
fe months resulted in niteries slap- | risburg for two days and currently 
ping on a door charge and hik ng | is laying off, reopening Xmas day 
up their show outlays Even the] (25) at Palace. Cleveland. 
smalle! places are spending upwards aa ‘ 
of $1,000 weekly for talent while 
the amazil Bowery, in suburban 
Hamtramck. is laying on the line 
weekly $6,000 to $7,000 for its enter- 


tainment. Frank Barbaro, owner, is 
willing to pay up to $4,000 for a 
name. but he’s complaining recently 
that he can't get what he wants. 

Detroit's top spots, in addition to 
the Bowery, are Club Royale, Casa- 
nova, Saks, Palm Beach, Mickey’s 
and Club Three 666. They’re consis- 
tently outmatching the hotels and in 
an effort to hypo its biz, the swank 
Book-Cadillac hus reversed its policy 
and is going in for entertainment 
o. more elaborate scale, 

Another factor which is giving 
the niteries a wide field in building 
up their clientele iies in the ‘dearin 
of vaudeville in the downtown 
theatres. That’s one of the reasons, 
too, why the Book-Cadillac is switch- 
ing to more entertainment and more 
of a turnover in bands. The custo- 
mers, making plenty of coin, ,are 
willing to spend—if they get what 
they want. 

The fact that 
too serious a 
up by nitery 


rationing is not 
here is pointed 
owner’s report 


Zas 
factor 
one 


CHI CAFE 
SEASO! 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 


Next month will see nite life 
here jumping more than ever with 
Hildegarde back at the Palmer 
House _ (replacing, The e Hartmans) »; 
Joe E. Lewis back at Chez Pareé, 
replacing Sophie Tucker, who swaps 
spots with him and goes to New 
York’s Copacabana; and Morton 
Downey at the Blackstone, opening 
Jan. 18, when Tito Guizar, previously 
booked, was forced out. 


| Renee de Marco had to come back 
to the Blackstone in a hurry when 
The Revuers dropped out of this 
spot last week. 

Miss Tucker 


has been doing a 





that his customers have come to 
know each other and are doubling 
up on cars. Similar share-the-ride 
plans are being promoted by other 
niterie 
Dallas Casualty 

Dec. 22. 
caused 


Dallas, 

Gasoline rationing 
Plantation Club 
town night spot Joe 
and Dick Wheeler, who 


liih int » nanilar Ain 
e:ubd into a popuiar aine 


has 

to open a 
Landwehr 
built the 


and dance 


rendezvous on the Greenville road, | 
took over the Pullman Roller Rink | 
and made it into a night club to 
care for 1,500 persons 


Little Rock Ruckus 


Memphis, Dec. 22 


The Arkansas Gazette in Little 
Rock stirred up a ruckus last week 
with a survey revealing that most 
ot the automobiles parked around 
night clubs in the city’s vicinity 
bore ‘B’ and ‘C’ gas rationing 
stickers. 

The paper had one of its report- 
ers and George Howell, secretary 
of the Pulaski County Rationing | 
Board, make a tour of the area. 
spotting cars of pleasure-bent 
drivers at the various play spots 
near Little Rock 

\ lar majority of the automo- 
b parked around roadhouses in 
the tlying district had ‘B’ or ‘C’ 
s Which permitted them ad- 
ditional isOline for occupational 
drivin he Gazette declared 

“Automobile of at least two 
p! iclans who had obtained tire 
from the board on pledges they 
would use the vehicles only for visit- 
ing patients were found at the road- 
houses.’ 

Howell announced that he_ in- 
tended to check this information 
with that on file in his office and 
act in the cases of violators. 





Jailed on Rum Rap 


St. John, N. B., Dec. 22. 

Plans of Tommy Stephen, of St 
John, to open a nitery here have 
been rudely upset by his jailing for 


six months, plus a $500 fine or two 
additional months. It was a liquor 
Tap. 

Art Harris, who recently bought 
the Clifton House here and con- 
verted it into a dine-and-dancery, 
was also hooked on a liquor charge 


and jailed for two months 


the | 
closer-to- | 


wow biz at the 
a record 10-week 


Chez, 
run, 


establishing 


Copa’s Strong New Show 
Sophie Tucker and The DeMarcos 
the N. Y. 
presumably as an 
Riobamba, on East 57th street, 
is near the Copa and is in 


look set for 


offset to the new 
which 


the same 


idiom of nitery entertainment. As 
is axiomatic, new spots invariably 
siphon » ff busine 

The Hartmans shift from the Chi 
Palmer House into the Waldorf 
with Carmen Cavallero’s band 
| Jan. 8 


Saranac Lake 


HE orf ne ekers ~) Bs vere ‘ OLOOP  y 





Switch 3 Company Mgrs. 
With Camp Show Units 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., has made 
the following changes in its com- 
pany manager assignments: 

Thomas Anderson replaced Ivan 
H. Browning with ‘Keep Shuffling, 
unit 78 of the white circuit: A. P. 
Allegretti succeeded James F. Sulli- 


unit 7) 
Christy 
with the 
unlit 


‘Merry Go-Round ‘ 
white circuit, and Chandler 
took over for Pat Leon: 
American Symphony Orchestra, 
55. red circuit. 


van with 


ird 


Pittsburgh Learns 


What a Sunday 





Radio City, 


Inside Stuff—Vaude-Nitery 





Arthur M. Wirtz, who with Sonja Henie presents ‘Stars on Ice,’ Center, 


and the ‘Hollywood Ice Revue,’ 


made a brief visit to N y. 


| last week and, before ieaving, ordered Christmas remembrances to al} 
| members of the N. Y. skating outfit. Each skater with the show at least 12 


| wood 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


} 


In Peoria Means. 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 22. 

There was plenty of moaning at 
the bars here over the weekend. The 
theatres, too, joined in the 
gnashing of teeth. That gas mora 
ium dropped the bottom 
everything. The film houses were 
playing to the help, practically, and 
the niteries were virtual mausoleums. 
Town for last couple of years has 
been a Saturday night wow, with 
the ropes up continuously, but last 
Saturday (19) was just like a Sunday 
in Peoria. 

As far as the roadhouses were 
concerned there just wasn’t any such 
thing as business. One big spot that 
normally checks at least 850 on a 
Saturday, had around 75. In the 
Golden Triangle area itself, trade 
was less than half normal and many 


saved money by not opening at all. 


Theatres’ headaches were just as 
acute although nabe trade didn't 
fall off as much as the downtown 


take did. Even department stores 
and specialty shops were sharply af- 
fected, for the Saturday 
is their big gravy. Halting of 
sales caught them right in the middle 
and the groaning was terrible. All 
in all, it was probably 
week-end in history of 
biz locally, 


the 


amusement 


WAAC Who Went AWOL 


Copacabana, | 





To Do Burlesque Strip 


Nixed By Chi Theatre 


Chicago, Dec. 22 
Kathryn Gregcry, the strip teaser 
who quit show business to become a 


peneral | 
tor- | 


| 
out of 


| 


| 





before Xmas | 
gas | 


worst 


| against clip joints. 
order when men get a little too noisy 


weeks, gets 


each, 


$50, others getting $25, amount disbursed being around $4,000, 
:| Last year the ice show people were recipients of war bonds valued at $25 


Understood that similar presents will be distributed to those in ‘Holly. 


Ice Revue,’ on tour, with 


Miss 


Henie as the star. Rink spectacle 


will again play Madison Square Garden, where it is due Jan. 18, 





The ‘tango area’ of the historic French Quarter in New Orleans, which 


is alive with night clubs and bars, is the principal] beat of the 


Military 


Police in recent weeks following numerous complaints from service men 


The officers are not only on duty there to maintain 


but also to warn them which of 


the spots they should steer clear of. 
The ‘Roller Follies,’ retitled the ‘Skating Vanities,’ called it a season 
in the southwest last week after having played roller rinks and 


arenas, 


the time. 
| spot, The Happy Hour; another 
markets there. 


A new production is due for the road in March. 


again produce. 


Harold Steinman headed the managerial outfit, 
a dozen Minneapolis sportsmen who traveled with the attraction most of 
One was Fergy Bloom, who operates the Minneapolis night 
is Jack Saves, 


backed by half 


who has a number of 


Fanchon & Marco will 





Indef for ‘Ice Follies’ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

‘Iee Follies of 1943’ opens at the 
Arena here Friday (25). 

For the first time since the ice 
show began playing here, there is 
no definite engagement time. It will 
run as long as business warrants, 
according to Pete Tyrell, operator 
of the Arena and an official of the 
Arena Managers Assn., which spon- 
sors the show. 


—_———— 


Pre Souther aan eng We LS28F,.. 


Each on Discrimination 





few 


| the 


Rap; Had Sued for 226 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 22. 


Four members of the Southern- 
aires singing quintet, Spencer Odim, 
Lowell Peters, Homer Smith and} 


Jay Toney, were awarded $245 each 
last week when the State Supreme 
Court found the Sagamore Hotel 
here guilty of racial discrimination. 
The incident took place Feb. 15, 
1941. when the four boys, who had 
rooms at the hotel, were stopped at 
'the dining room door by the head 
| waiter who said he had ‘strict orders | 
not to serve Negroes.’ 

A fifth member of the group, Wil- 

im Edmondson, had been served 
yecause he was ‘very light colored,’ 
their counsel charged 

The original suit had been for 


|W AC, got tired of military life 
and put on her act in an Iowa 
| theatre while on leave ind wa 
then dishonorably discharged May 
go back to stripping but not in a 
Chicago theatre. 

Although the Rialto, leading 
| burlesque house here, would be the 
logical place for her to cash in on | 
the publicity she obtained, N. §S 
Barger, operato of the theatre, 
turned thumbs down and _ othe 
theatres were utinterested 


| By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y Dec a 
For shut-ins like the gang at the | 
Will Rogers hospital the 1ilman | 
is their Santa Clau 365 davs a year. | 
So. thi column, vhicl represents 
the local actors colony, takes thi 
means to thank the following for 
i their timely gifts and greetings: Mrs. 
|Wm. Morris, Sr.. Weaves Bros. & | 
| Elviry, Joe Laurie, Jr.. Henry Ber- 
linghoff, James (Worcester Gazette) 
Lee, Joseph McCarthy, Bobby Gra- | 
|ham, Tommy Vicks, the Col. J. C 
Flippens, Sophie Tucker, Phil Harris. 
By-Gosh Minstrels, Polly Jenkins and 
ner Plowboy ana many. others 
Holiday preetings to 1 i] 
Ben Schaffer back t ed 
F) ink Carte! ry Clal ana Cc 
a handed j { i repo nat 
will keep him abed during the hol 
daa\ He recently licke 1 pneumo 
Dr. Paul Ecker. who handed out 
pill at the Roge) ce) two veal 
‘ ‘ » take p new duties in the 
N Jersey State inatoriun He 
will be replaced by Dr. R. E. Mon- 
tant. formerly of Trudeau sana- 
torium. 
Ben Nadler, Cleveland theatre 


operator, has added much poundage. 


| Patricia Mitchell, who saw much 
| of the bed routine. has been added 
|to the downtown shoppers for the | 
| gang. 
| Kay Laus, Jerry Derene and Helen | 


Olson out of the san for the holidays 
to vacash in the Big Town. All three 
making first trip from the bed rou- 


tine for a whiff of Broadway. 

Tiny Hazel Smith, soubret of other 
| days, perting up to nifty reports. 
| Ditto for Constance Farley of the 
Farley Twins. 

Harry Leyton, blackface Scottish 
comedian and ex-partner of this 
{ writer, is doing real war work in 
| Scotland. He’s also an ex-under- 
study of Sir Harry Lauder. 

Richard Willis, ex-member of this 
colony, doing duty somewhere in 

frica 





Write to those who are ill. 





'City of St. Louis Takes 


Over Cafe in Lieu of Tax 
St. Louis, Dec. 22 


The City of St. Louis is now en- 
gaged in the nitery biz to the extent 
of be tne o ne '@) { ] I 

rrently occupied b the Hi-Hat 
Club in midtown b virtue of a 
heriff’s tax ale ist veel The 
building, originally built for the 
oe and later occupied by the 
William Fox ard World theatres 


along with an adjoining building 


used as a hotel were purchased by 


the city for $27.737 in default of 
payment of a special improvement 
assessment for that amount against 
the property for the construction 


and widening of the street on which 
it fronts. 

The Club Hi-Hat, 
est nitery, opened 
ago and has been 
biz. > 


Jane Withers’ P. A.s 


Jane Withers is 
March for a series of vaude dates. 
Bookings have been set by the Wil- 
liam Morris agency. 


the burg’s 
several 
doing a 


new- 
months 
bonanza 





coming east in 


Film star will play houses in St. 
Louis, Chicago, Hartford, Columbus, 
Newark and Baltimore, with addi- 


tional dates also being arranged 


$22,000 damages. 


WLB APPROVES RAISE 
FOR F-M LINE IN D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 22. 

War Labor Board saaeved a re- 
quest of Fanchon &' Marco Stage 
Shows, Inc., of New York for a $7.50 
per week raise in pay for the Roxy- 
ettes of the Earle theatre here. | 
Dancers were receiving $35 weekly 
but with the increase they will be | 
paid $42.50 


In requesting the board to approve 


an increase F&M pointed out that 
the Roxyettes were not only work- 
ing longe hours but that living costs | 
had rise and the skill and respon- 
ibilities of the girls had increased 

Board found the raise warranted be- 
ause the nee working hours 

had been increased by more than 
30° during the past six months 

wi their pay had remained un- 

changed. 

F. & M., it was explained, receive 
a lump sum from Warners’ Earle 
theatre, out of which are _ paid, 
among other expenses, the weekly 


salaries of the Roxyettes. 


Revuers Out of Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 
The Revuers, five-people act, 
which opened at the Mayfair Room 
of the Blackstone Hotel last Friday 
| (11), were forced to close Sunday 


of its members, 


! 


night (13) due to the illness of one 


John Frank. 


| the 


Act was immediately replaced by 
Renee DeMarco, who had closed a 
six-week run Dec. 10. The Revuers } 


returned at 
Frank 


once to New York, where 
hospital. 


entered a 


AGVA PRESSING 
FOR AFM AID 
IN L-E ROW 


With the 
& Eddies 
committal in their. 


bagi aay 


of the Leon 
York 


resyponse 
ay 2 oe Oey 


operators 


nitery in New non- 
ta the 
; hem 
‘wf’ Mice contract offered Sv the 
committee appointed by 
Actors and Art 
the negotiators 

their the 


cooperation in 


negotiating 


Associated istes 


of America, union 


are plea to 


pressing 


musicians local foi 


an attempt to end the dispute with 


a victory 


When the Four A’s pickets first 
appeared outside the nitery the 
musicians union was active in get- 
ting the combined crafts council, 
consisting of all the unions active 
in the nitery field, to keep hands 
off the dispute on the basis that the 
Four A’s demands were too high. 

Now, according to a member of 
the negotiating committee, the mu- 
sicians have approved the compro- 
mise offer and will actively support 
the Four A’s if the nitery continues 
to hold out 

The dispute stemmed from the 
American Guild of Variety Artists’ 


attempt to negotiate a new contract 
with the nitery. When L&E’s re 
fused to accept an ‘A’ classification 


with a tilt in minimums and a limit 
on the number of performances, the 
Four A’s voted the spot unfair and 
the pickets marched Last week 
the spot was offered a compromise 


pact; the alphabetical 
was correct but the minimums 
modified ‘A’ 


identification, 
were 


those of a scale 


Frisco AGVA Resists 
Cut in Nitery Pay 


San Francisco, Dec. 22. 

Biz-reducing factors of gas rations 
ing and midnight curfew for selling 
liquor at niteries has brought on 
a campaign for a reduction in pay 
cale for entertaince1 a campaign 
Na Mat S} lve exectul r ecré- 
t of American Guild of Va y 
Artist ocal here vs he e- 
ist to the utmost 

Short! alte Shelvey arrive to 
take over leade1 hip of the loc: he 
was iccessful in promoting a pay 
Increase of from $5 to $10 for nitery 
performers, and it is this boost thal 
the entrepreneurs now want to can- 
cel 

‘I won't give an inch,’ said Shel- 
vey. ‘They should have been paying 
more a long time ago. The cost of 


living has increased enough to make 
present scales necessary.’ 


Reis, Ill, Out of Army 


Les Reis, forrmier member of the 
act of Reis & Dunn, and lately music 


man and manager of Bobby Byrne 
band, has been discharged from the 
Army. He spent several weeks in 
Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, 
under observation, diag-osis being 4 
brain tumor. He is now in Mt. 
Sinai hospital, N.Y. 


ed last summer and 
Governor's Island 


Reis was induct 
itioned at 
(Fort Jay) 


Was sl 
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Rockefellers Finally Decide to Fold 
Rainbow Room-Grill As ‘Non-Essential’ 


7% 





Rainbow my swank Rockefeller 
Center nitery on 65th floor of RCA 
Building, New York, and its com- 
panion Rainbow Grill will suspend 
‘for the duration’ on Jan. 1. Despite 
last-minute efforts to effect reor- 
ganization and continue Operation, 
Hugh S. Robertson, executive man- 
ager of Rockefeller Center said that 
the board of directors decided def- 
jnitely Friday (18) to shutter the 
supper rooms on grounds they were 
‘non-essential.’ as 

Manpower demands making it in- 
creasingly difficult for the two night 
spots to maintain staff of 300 wait- 
ers, kitchen help and other em- 
ployees were cited by Robertson as 
principal factor in decision to fold. 
Rising food and labor costs also en- 
tered into the picture, he said, with 
wage demands of Local 16, Waiters, 
Waitresses & Bartenders Union, 


~ Roosevelt Fold Also? 


Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., Grill, 
which now has Guy Lombardo’s 
band until Jan. 13 or 20, when 
it opens at the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y., may close entirely after 
the band exits. According to 
sources close to the management 
the darkening of the room is 
being muiled because of the 
high cost of food and an increas- 
ing lack of personnel, including 
waiters and kitchen help. 

Situation is somewhat 
to the Rainbow Room, 
decision to close. 











similar 
NH, Fu 
a. 


ae 
el 


both 





Local 89, Cook’s Union, 
affiliates, creating new budget 
However, difficulties over 


and 
AFL 


problems. 


pay scales had been virtually ironed 
out, Robertson said, with union 
heads pledging to cooperate In an 
effort to pave way for continued 
operation. Hence the wage factor 
in itself was not significent in ar- 
riving at decision on folding. 
Open for New Year’s Eve 
Robertson said both the Room and 
Grill would remain open for New} 
(Continued on page 44) 


AGVA’s Pay Disputes With 
Lee Shubert, N.Y. Roxy 
Submitted to Arbitration 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists 


has submitted two disputes 
to the American Arbitration Assn 
Hearings have not been set as yet 
but are due shortly. 


One case is against the Roxy thea 


tre, New York, and asks for a clari- 
fication of the phrase ‘reasonable re- 


hearsals,’ as used in the AGVA pact 


with the theatre. The union stand 
is that the Roxy chorus is being 
Overworked with rehearsals after 
the regular show, and before pro 
ceeding with any claims for over- 
time remuneration the ‘reasonable 
rehearsal’ clause must be arbitrated. 
Union has selected Dave Fox and 
the theatre has named A. J. Bala- 
ban to represent them at the AAA 
hearing, 

The other claim is against Lee 
Shubert for salaries alle gedly due 
cast members for midnight perform- 
ances of ‘Wine, Wome and Song,’ 
show recentiy shuttered by legal ac- 
tion. Show had come under AGVA 
juri aqiction, since it professed to be 
vaudeville, and in lieu of bond 
the union had accepted the personal 
Buaranteed of L. Shubert Shubert 
has named Clifford C. Fischer, while 
D. Fox will talk for the union before 
the AAA 


ARMY BOMBER FLIES 
MAGICO TO CAFE DATE 


Detroit, Dec. 22 
P There are plenty of compensations 
‘or acts playing in the USO shows 
When Duval, the Magician, 
play ng with camp shows recently 
In Newfoundland he was sched- 
uled to come back on the Steamei 
Caribou but the Nazis torpedoed it 


Was 


It seemed 


as if his king in th 
Book Cc . | ‘ ges ea ageve ee oe 
but t} ~aSIno here was washed out 
Thea y } 
; ' ‘he Army obligingly tucked him 
nto a bomber and 


winged him in 
could keep his Detroit 


(Oo where he 


3 
cate 





Lincoln Theatre, Philly, 





| 
| 


To Open for Negro Vaude 





Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

After being shuttered for more 
than three years, the Lincoln, in the 
heart of Philly’s Negro sector, will 
be open soon as a vaudfilmer featur- 
ing sepia acts and bands. 

The house is operated by the Wax 
interests, which run a chain of film- 
ers in the Negro sections of the city. 
The Lincoln is being renovated and 
is expected to be open for the holi- 
day if attractions are lined 
up in time, 


Opening of the Lincoln follows by 
only a month the conversion of 
Fay’s in West Philly from a standard 
vaudefilmer to one featuring an all- 
colored show, 


season 





Dave Fox Named 
N.Y. AGVA Head; 
Succeeds Pepe 





ithe 


} 


Jave Fox was named this week 
by the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America to succeed Ross 


Pepe as head of the New York local 
|of the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists. Fox has been delegate to 
international board of the 4A’s. 
| Pepe’s contract as national repre- 
;sentative of AGVA in N. Y. has 
been terminated and he checks off 
| the payroll Saturday (26). Naming 
lof Fox followed confabs between 
}committees appointed by the 4A’s 
| board and Pepe. 
New 
He’s a 
active in 


Fox takes control of the 
York local on Monday (28). 
has been 
| affairs for some time. He 
}was a member of the former na- 
tional board of AGVA and later was 
|chairman of the committee which 
| administered the affairs of the New 
York local. 

Pepe had come over from the mu- 


| 
| vaude 
| AGVA 


m.c. and 


(Continued on page 44) 
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That Vaudeville Historian 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 


In Another of His Classic 
Reprises of 


‘An Ancient and Honorable 
Arv’ 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 


theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


NAME SHELVEY 
NATL AGVA 
DIRECTOR 


a 











The 
Associated 


international board of the 
Actors and Artistes of 
America, at its regular Monday (21) 
meeting in New York, approved the 
appointment of Matt Shelvey as the 
national director of the 
Guild of Variety Artists. 

Shelvey, currently AGVA’s repre- 
sentative in the Frisco area, will 
come east to take over as soon as 
he cleans up his affairs and, pos- 
sibly, not until a replacement for 
the Frisco area is appointed. 

Walter Greaza, the current na- 
tional administra: : »* AGVA, will 
return to Equity on a fulltime basis 
as soon as Shelvey arrives. He had 
been on ‘loan’ from the legit union. 


American 


Nitery Noise Forced 
His Tenants to Move, 
Asks 56, Injunction 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 

Suit filed in Superior Court here 
last week by Ephraim Klim asked 
for $5,000 damages and injunction 
against continued operation of the 
Flamingo Club, neighborhood night 
spot. 

Klim, who owns a rooming house 
adjoining the club, claimed in his 





suit that many war worker tenants 
jrecently left his establishment be- 
icause of the night club’s noise. 


Conn. Gov. Probes State-Owned House 





Carroll’s 5th Year In 
H’wood, Unveils Revue 





Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


Earl Carroll’s new extravaganza, 
‘Let Freedom Swing’ opening Sat- 
urday (26), marks his fifth year as 


a nitery operator-producer. When 
the spot was opened the wise ‘uns, 
so-called, alluded to his gilded inn 
as ‘Carroll's folly... He is reputed 
to have made a small fortune out 
of the venture. 

Principals in the revue will be 
Eddie Garr, Barto and Mann, Stuart 
Morgan dancers, Hermanos Williams 
Trio, the Bryants, Dippy Diers, 
Jean Richey and the  holdovers, 
Beryl Wallace, Wiere Brothers and 


Shirley Wayne. Sid Muller and 
Maxine Manning wrote the score and 
Manny Strand presides over the 
music. 


4 A’s Demands 
Wirtz Negotiate 
For AGVA Pact 


board of the 
and Artistes of 
Arthur Wirtz 


international 
Actors 


The 
Associated 
America has notified 
that it expects him to live up to 
his agreement to negotiate with 
Four A’s representatives for a con- 








tract with American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists for his and Sonja 
Henie’s ‘Hollywood Ice Revue of 
1943.’ 

The Four A’s board took this ac- 
tion after the receipt of a letter 
from Wirtz which took exception 


to the Four A’s appointment of Wal- 
ter Greaza and Paul Turner to sit 
in when Wirtz confabbed with,.Ken- 


neth Thomson. Wirtz argued that 
he had agreed to negotiate with 
Thomson and would do so. but 
wanted no part of other negotia- 
tors. 

Understood that Thomson, exec- 
tive secretary of the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild, who came into the dis- 
pute because many of SAG’s mem- 


(Continued on page 44) 
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Rowand 
| porary 
| Dolan 


Reputedly Used for Burley; Nx Strip 


Hartford, Dec. 22. 

Investigation of the status of the 
lease under which the state-owned 
Foot Guard Hall is being operated 
as a burlesque house has been or- 
dered by Governor Hurley. Move 
by the state’s prexy came as the 
aftermath of charges hurled editori- 
ally by the Hartford Times and the 
Catholic Transcript that obscene 
shows were being performed at that 
house, now tagged as the Hartford 
theatre. 

Thursday (17) the Transcript, or- 
gan for the Catholic Diocese here, 
charged that local authorities were 
doing nothing about stage shows 
being presented here as burlesque 
under a misleading name. Hartford 
theatre has been labeling its shows 


as ‘Follies’ It always’ included 
several acts of vaudeville in the 
presentations. 

Editorial went on to claim also 
that obscene shows were being 
shown here as a ‘refuge’ from ban- 
ishment in New York City. This 


was in reference to the scheduled 
appearance of Margie Hart, stripper, 
at the State on New Years. Miss 
Hart was a focal point in the ‘Wine, 


Women and Song’ indecency rap. 
Following the protests, the State's 
management cancelied Miss Hart's 
booking. 


On Wednesday (16), the Hartford 
Times editorially referred to the 
showing of obscene performances 
and called upon civil authorities to 
take proper action. Editorial in the 
Times followed spirited protests by 
both laymen and clergy. 

As a result of the editorials in the 
Times and Transcript, protests by 
various groups and news stories in 
the Times and Courant, Mayor 
Spellacy called into conference the 
managements of both the State and 
the Hartford theatre. Both theatre 
managements were warned to de- 
sist or their licenses would be taken 
away. Prior to the meeting with 
the Mayor, the management of the 
State announced that Miss Hart’s ap- 
pearance had been cancelled, 


Woman Cafe Owner, 
5 Girls Told to Stick 
To Business (Nitery) 


Pittsburgh, Dec 
Pleas Judge 
week issued a 


22. 

Harry 
tem- 
injunction Marie 
from operating Club 51, 
nitery on the city’s outskirts, 
District 


launched 


Common 
last 


restraining 


swank 


for any but cafe purpose 


attorney's ecffice had pad- 


lock proceedins against tne place 


following a raid couple of weeks ago 
vhen Mrs. Dolan and five girls were 
taken into custody and questioned 
as to the operation of the spot. 
Understood, however, that build 

ng has already been leased to a 
grocery concern, which will take 
possession after the first of the year. 
With gas rationing, M1 Dolan had 


planned dropping the property any- 
way and moving downtown to a new 


location Had padlock order been 
granted, her booze license vould 
have been null and void As mat- 
ters stand now, she’s free to use it 

anothe pot if one can be found 

( r 1 ( ’ I}. a] T< ‘ 
( b. ociet imbling pe At 
D Do ¢ ore Ul I ve vO 


NEW ‘PEOPLE’ TAB 
SLATED FOR TOUR 


New tabloid production of ‘Meet 


the People’ is slated to go on the 
ijroad shortly after Jan. 1, playing 
| vaude house and night clubs. Three 


members of original cast, which 
played the Mansfield theatre, N. Y. 


for five months in 1940, will be back 
for tour. These include Joey Faye, 
‘urrently in ‘Strip For Action,’ 
which bow out of the National 
eatre, N. Y., in two weeks; Jack 
Albertson and Mickey Blane 
Show has had unusual career since 
vas brought east from Coast two 
years ago. After Mansfield engage- 
nent. it played a number of legit 
houses, then was spotted as a unit in 
a number of vaude houses and niter- 
es. New production being handled 
Standard Amusements, with Lou 
Uy P he hookings 
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bany Issues Nitery Fire Curbs; 
Other Cities Take Precautions 


scimetciiasaniteniatiaatn 


| 
| orderec the club closed until altera- | 
could be effected. | 
inspecting all resort 


Albany, Dec. 22. 
The State Labor Department’s ap- 
parent first followup on the Cocoa- | 


| tlon 
Army officers 


nut Grove Club fire in Boston ‘amusement centers, also placed the 

. PP Sipe sista — ere Yr 
was a request to 63 proprietors of | ‘out-of-bou ds ba or \ : J 
places of public assembly to ‘pro- | ern City fire officials, however, 
hibit paper, Christmas trees, laure! imerely warned Alpine 


several minor fire hazards. A third 
unidentified by officials, es- | 


| 
and inflammable decorations, and to | 
fireproof other decorations, ete. | spot, 
The Department. according to Indus-|caped_ effective Army boycotting | 
trial Commissioner Frieda S. Miller,| when the proprietor rushed orders 
urged ‘a check on the efficient op-jfor alterations even before the in- 
eration of fire extinguishers, exit /specting military officers had quit 
doors, panic bolts, removing any /his barroom The ‘out-of-bounds’ 
other fastenings to exit door except was removed on second in- 
the approved type of panic bolt.’ later that same afternoon. 
Miss Miller stated that enforce- 
ment officials in 35 other cities, 77 
villages and 15 townships, over which | 
the Depart:nent also has jurisdiction 


| decree 
| spection 
New Orleans Order 
New Orleans, Dec. 22. 
State Fire Marshal Campbell Pal- 


have been instructed to inspect all l trey issued a general order Thurs- 
places of public assembly, |day (17) commanding that all places 
—— ; of public gathering in the city re- 

St. L. Nitery Fire lmove all highly inflammable Christ- 

St. Louis, Dec. 22. {mas decorations and other trim- 

Fire last week in a rest room IN| mings which are considered by his 


the Club Plantation, midtown nitery loffice fire hazards 

where entertainers are pro- The order, inspired by tragic fires 
vided for white customers, resulted |in the east, applies to all night clubs, 
in the exedus of half of the 100 | especially the smaller spots in the 
patrons and only $100 damage. When | Vieux Carre, theatres, dancehalls, 
the blaze was discovered Anthony |hotels and department stores. It de- 
Scarpelli, the owner, instructed the! mands that all exits open outward 


Negro 





Jack Pearl 
on 
Yesteryear Burlesque 
an Added Feature tv 
‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 
37th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











Who Called That 
Accordion Player 


An Actor-—? 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 


The American Federation of Musi- | 


cians last week went to bat with 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists over an accordion player at 
Sam’s Cafe, a West Philly nitery. 





DET. IN DRIVE — 
VS. SPEAKS 


Detroit, Dec. 22. 


To head off more Prohibitionist 
growth as well as to keep a bette: 


4 A’s Demands 


Continued from page 43 


were 


bers, including Miss Henie, 
working in the Wirtz show, does not 
' want the responsibility of handling 
the negotiations on his own since, 
| basically, they affect a member 
union, the American Guild of Va- 


riety Artists. 
lcheck on spots in which war work- 


Cincy AGVA Local Asks lers find their fun, Prosecutor Will- 
Thomson Impeachment ‘iam E. Dowling has launched a drive 


‘here to stamp out the increasing 

Cincinnati, Dec. 22. | number of ‘blind pigs’ operating in 

Dissolution of the American Guild |the loop under State club charters. 

of Variety Artists’ legal department, 

and impeachment of Kenneth Thom- 

ison, executive secretary of the 

Screen Actors Guild, were called for 

in motions approved by the execu- 

tive board of the AGVA local here 
in session Wednesday (16). 





Most of the spots operate almost 
exclusively after the 2 a.m. closing 
'time for the regular places, and have 
grown extremely popular with the 
llarge numbers of owlshift workers 
‘in the arsenals here. The ‘clubs’ es- 
|cape the supervision imposed on the 





| Thomson’s ousting is requested |regular niteries here by the State 
because of his part in the Wirtz- | Liquor Control] Commission, which 
Henie ice show settlement, which |has been extremely vigilant in see- 


happened recently in Indianapolis jing that such key workers don't do 


The Cincy group also rapped the |too much tippling nor any gabbing 
° t | n" 
their work. The 


Associated Actors and Artistes of | about Army, too, 
America for so-claimed domination | had expressed concern about ‘gossip,’ 
of AGVA. Al Buckler, president, |Which has been ruled out in the 
was in the chair at the meeting. | Supervised places. 

Motions came from Guy Gerber,| Police point out that in their raids 
treasurer, and Lester Lake, first v.p.|against such ‘clubs’ they are up 


Peeve against Thomson is that he |@S$ainst the same restrictions that 
did a long-distarce folderoo from existed under Prohibition—the need 
Holly wood, of the Indianapolis walk- |f0r ‘buys’ and ; search warrants, 
out just at the time when field rep- |Most of the ‘clubs’ issue membership 
resentatives, reportedly, had about |¢@rds in the good old blind pig tra- 
dition, only now it is difficult to nail 


orchestra to keep playing and then 


to the streets, 


successfully concluded negotiations 


went among the patrons, told them pao 
what was occuring and urged them 


to leave without haste. One woman | FREE PHIL KAYE ON 


fainted and was treated at City Hos- 


oom of the fire is sbliiioes DRAFT EVASION CHGE. 


Flames burned the draperies in the 
rest room but as the material was 
chemically treated for fire-proofing 





Norman J. 
dis- 


U. S. Commissioner 
Griffin 





the blaze was confined to the onej 7! yesterday (Tuesday) 
room. | missed charges of violating the Se-| 
nine | lective Service Act which had re- 
Atlantic City Citations |sulted in the arrest in Philadelphia, | 
Atlantic City, Dec. 22. | Saturday (19), of Phil Kaye comic | 
Army Air Force officials began | and nitery m.c. who had been tour- | 


ing with a USO-Camp Shows tabloid | 
cafes, service centers and other con-| unit. His local draft board, Union 
gregation spots last week to elimi-| City, N. J., had complained that he 
nate possibility of such major fires | had not notified them of his change } 
as that which caused the Cocoanut | of address and agents of the Federal | 
Grove disaster in Boston. | Bureau of Investigation yanked him 
First to feel military displeasure , out of the troupe. 
was Dude Ranch, Boardwalk nitery, Kaye remained in Philadelphia to 
for maintaining allegedly ‘unsafe’| fill out a° draft board questionnaire 


racking down on resort night clubs, 


conditions. On Thursday (17), Army and take his physical examination, | 
officers posted the Ranch as ‘out-of-| after which he was-slated to rejoin | 
bounds.’ Local fire officials, caught|the Camp Shows unit until such} 
flat-footed by the order, rushed fire; time as he is called for induction. 

















inspectors there who immediately His partner is Edith Dahl Rogers, 
cere violinist, who got attention during | 
the Spanish Rebellion when _ she 


asked General Franco to release her 
husband, a flier 
tured during the revolt 


Dates Conflict, Fields | 
Foregoes H’wood Cafe 
Due to 


Fields will not 


PHIL 
REGAN 


Term Contract 
20th Century-Fox Studios 


conflicting dates, Benny 
be able to play the |} 
Macomba, Hollywood  nitery, al- 
though his had booked him in 


for four weeks Pointed out he is 


agent 

































Personal Representative: committed to theatre dates which 
FRANK VINCENT cannot be broken. 
Beverly Hills, Calif Field now at the Greenwich 
Village Inn, N. Y. 
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Question was whether the groan-box 
manipulator was (a) an actor or (b) 
a musician, 

AGVA 
up if he 


had ordered the man to 


join wanted to continue 


the engagement. He appealed to 


the musicians union and reps of both 


organizations went to the spot to 
catch the act. 

After the guy finished, Dick Mayo, 
AGVA_ executive secretary, an- 
nounced he was no actor and 
ordered that his AGVA application 


be returned. 
The 

nis arrangement 
If an act is 
musical, he is 
jurisdictior i its 
‘musical,’ he is the 
baby. 


two unions have agreed to 


— 


t 


50°. or more non- 
under the AGVA 
half-or-more 


musicians union's 


HENIE ICE SHOW WOW 
$102,000 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Dec. 22. 


Sonja ice show piled up a 


Henie’s 


who had been cap- | terrific $102,000 in six shows last | 


week at the Auditorium, despite the 
blizzard, gas stoppage and the pub- 
lic’s pre-Xmas pre-occupation 
Amount is substantially over last 
year’s gross. The 10,000-seat 
rium was scaled at $3.30 top 


audito- 











ng eee AAD 
sicians union where he had been a 
delegate, about five months ago to 


take over the leadership of AGVA’s 


Local 5, He received a one-year 


contract. 

Dropping of Pepe had long been 
rumored but it was generally ac- 
cepted that any such move would 
wait until the Four A’s selected a 
new national leader for AGVA. Un- 
| tood t t the Four A’ yoard ap- 
pointed the comr tee as a result of 
| ta 4 } tained I Line ettel Ca | 
Der executive ( ‘tary of the 
AGVA local in Detroit, sent to the 
Foul A’s withdrawing his name 
from consideration for the post of 
national prexy of AGVA. Along 


with the news about being tapped 
by his draft board, Dennis included 


sundry comments 


the Four A’s and AGVA and made | 
mention of alleged sniping within 
the organization of the New York 


local. 


Some time back Pepe went before | 
the international board of the Four | 


A's to complain about his lack of 
authority and the board’s action in 
taking the unfair action against Leon 
& Eddie's out of his hands. Shortly 
thereafter it was reported authori- 
tatively that Pepe’s days as secretary 
of the N. Y. local were numbered 
The ‘negotiating committee was 
staffed by Walter Greaza, remaining 
as administrator of AGVA until a re- 
placement is set, after which he re- 
turns to Actors Equity; George Hel- 
ler of the American Federation of 


Radio Artists; Florence Marston, of | 
and Ruth | 


the Screen Actors Guild, 








Richmond of Chorus Equity. 


York, it was claimed, costs $175 per 
week to operate. AGVA officers 
j here feel that better results could 


| Dave Fox 4 
—_ Continued from page 43 Sees! 


and criticisms of | 


with Wirtz on points arising from 
several grievances filed by members 
of the troupe. These concerned sal- 
ary, pay for rehearsals, and carrying 
of a registered nurse to care for 
numerous injuries to skaters, 








AGVA’s legal department in New 


be obtained, and probably at less ex- 
pense, by hiring a name lawyer 
| for a yearly fee. 





down the dodge merely by finding 
liquor on the premises. The State 
issues the charters to clubs for 
everything from ‘bridge’ to ‘march- 
ing societies.’ 

Nitery men are strong for the new 


| drive, which has hurt their biz and 


makes them wonder what they are 
paying licenses for. They are trying 
hard to cooperate with authorities 
but hate to see public sentiment 
grow up against the night club busi- 
ness because of the cheaters. 




















Continued from page 43 
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| Year's eve ‘if the waiters don’t de- 
cide to walk out on us.’ However, 
David Siegal, president of the wait- | 
ers’ union, said his men would co-|! 
operate in every way until the end, | 
although they had hoped that some! 
means could be found to keep the 
spots open. 

Despite fact that the Rainbow! 
Room will gross $1,100,000 for 1942, | 
representing top coin in its eight- | 
year operation, the nitery will just] 
manage to break even on the year, | 
Robertson said, due to high operat- 
ing costs. November business rep- | 
resenied a loss, he said, and only 
New Year’s eve and Xmas week biz 
| will make possible an even break 
for December. It’s likewise feared 
that luxury spending on Rainbow 
Room scale will be drastically eur- 
tailed next year 

Robertson said the two rooms 
would have been shuttered Nov. 1, 
| except that it wouldn’t have been 
fair to the employees, considering 
the Xmas holiday and New Year's 





|eve coin they earn, including the 
|} annual Yule bonus, which is being 
| distributed as usual. | 
| With Leo Reisman and his or- 


chestra booked in under 
; until Jan, 19, management 


contract 
will pay 


off the band. Remainder of current 
show, however, was inked in with 
tipulatioi tna contracts would 
terminate Jan. 1. if decision was 


obertson said that a recent su 
| Vey made of entire Rockefellei 
Center has deci 

to suspend Rockefeller Center maga- 
first of yea! 


also resulted in 
zine on : 
old, was di 
tenants. 


Mag, eig! 


years tributed to all 


Sally Rand Postpones 
Boston Theatre Booking 
: Boston, Dec. 22. | 
The RKO Boston theatre’ has 
postponed Sally Rand, due to open} 
here this week. She will play the | 
booking later in the year. 
Understood the management of 
the theatre yanked Miss Rand rather | 
| than risk offending local reformers | 





|'who have been hyper-critical of| 
show business since the recent 
Cocoanut Grove disaster. Since 
Miss Rand has long been on the! 


| Catholic taboo list it was deemed ad- | 
| visable to delay her appearance. 


} 
| 





Pied Pipers have left Tommy 


Dorsey's orchestra, now in California 
j making a film for Metro, 


DAVE BARRY 


“Solid Humorist” 


Smash 





HELD OVER 
CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 
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Opening Jan. 8 
ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Personal Management 


HARRY ROMM 


General Amusement Corporation 











CAPPELLA: PATRICIA 


Ww ish \ MERRY CHRISTMAS to Our 
Kriends end the Directors fe; Vhon 
We Have Worked in 1942. 


CH EZ PAREE, Chicago 


ROYAL PALM, Miami 


HEILD OVER ! riMkEs 
FROLIC CLUB, Miami 
HELD OVER 
BEACHCOMBER, Miami Beach 
HELD OVER 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL, Florida 
HELD OVER 

CLUB, San Francisco 
{ELD OVER 4 WEEKS 
BROWN HOTEL, Louisville 


CLUB ROYALE, Detroit 
HURRICANE, New York 





OPENING DECEMBER 
Beverly Hills Country Club 
NEWPORT, Kentucky 




















“Always Working” 


WHITEY ROBERTS 


Now at 


ROYAL CASINO 


New York 
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~ MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘The Nativity,’ produced by Leon 
Leonidoff, settings by Bruno Maine, | 
costumes by Marco Montedoro, with | 
Music Hall Choral Ensemble, Symph | 
Orch (Erno Rapee, director; Frank | 
Nowicki and Jules Silver, associate | 


conductors), Selma Kaye and Guy} 


Smith; ‘Hats Of,’ produced by 
Leonidoff, settings by Maine, cos- 
tumes designed by Willa Van, ex- 


ecuted by H. Rogge, lighting effects, 
Eugene Braun, with. Dave Mallen, 
Glee Club, Leonard Gautier’s Brick- 
layers, Albert Gifford, Guy Smith, 
Shayne & Armstrong, Corps de Ballet 
(Florence Rogge, director), Rockettes 
(Russell Markert, director); ‘Ran-| 
dom Harvest’ (M-G), reviewed in| 
‘Variety,’ Nov. 25, 1942. 

The Music Hal! invariably has a 
fine show for the Yuletide, and this 
one is no exception. 

Opening is ‘The Nativity,’ 
of the birth of Christ. This is an 
annual Music Hall repeat during 
Christmas, and there’s no gainsaying 
that it’s significance is timely as 
ever. And, in these times, perhaps 
even more so than ever. 

It's a two-part production at the 
Hall during these next few weeks, 
with the show as accompaniment to 
‘Random Harvest,’ and it’s one that’s 
varied and entertaining all the way. 
Running about 35 minutes, the sec-: 
ond part is labeled ‘Hats Off,’ and is 
divided into three lesser units. 

‘The Nativity,’ of course, is the 
most impressive part of the show, 
with Selma Kaye and Guy Smith 
handling the vocals, assisted by the 
theatre’s choral ensemble. 

‘Hats Off’ is devoted to the more 

»pular type of entertainment, with 
fis three subdivisions comprising 
(a) ‘Top Hat,’ a musical tribute to 
George M. Cohan; (b) ‘The Brown 
Derby,’ in which Leonard Gautier’s 
Bricklayers, dog act, is as socko as 
ever and (c) ‘The Service Cap,’ 
number built around a set of the 
New York Stage Door Canteen. 

Dave Mallen, who has long been 
identified with his impersonations of 
Cohan, is once again simulating the 
Yankee Doodle Dandy Kid, and his 
startling facial likeness to Cohan, 
plus the latter’s familiar song and 
dance characteristics, recall all too 
vividly the great loss suffered re- 
-entiy in  Cohan’s’~ death. The 
fusic Hall Glee Club assists Mallen 
in the Cohan song and dance rou- 
tines. 

‘The Brown Derby’ part is among 
the most entertaining, with the 
Bricklayers still one of the ace dog 
acts around. The routine is still 
one in which the canines simulate a 
building construction gang, with the 
climax coming when two of the dogs 
do a simultaneous leap from swing- 
ing miniature scaffolds. 

Topper of the second production is 
the scene that has the Canteen for 
its background. ‘I Left My Heart 
at the Stage Door Canteen’ is the 
musical key for the number, with 
Guy Smith and Albert Gifford tak- 
ing part as a couple of lads in 
khaki. Shayne and Armstrong are 
in this portion, after the Canteen 
set unfolds, doing a bit of acrobatic 
dancing. The smash part of the 
Canteen layout is the illusion of hot 
dogs, rolls, etc., as created against a 


telling 





darkened stage by the Corps de 
Ballet, the food, of course, sup- 
posedly representing the  refresh- 
ments for the servicemen gathered 
in the Canteen. Then the Rockettes, 
in their usually boffo precision stuff. 
Biz was strong on the opening 
night (Thursday), with much of the 
biz credit going to the Greer Gar- 
son-Ronald Colman starrer. Kahn, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 18. 
Polack Brothers Indoor Circus, 
with the Black Horse Troop, La 
Terresita, Tiny Kline, Ruby Larkin 
& Dime Wilson, The Black Brothers 
(2), Tower Orch with Don Tiff and 
mike Carle; ‘Haifway to Shanghai’ 


(UV). 





The Tower takes on the 
pearance of a big top this week as 
the house orch works down in the | 
pit, and the Polack Brothers Indoor 
Circus gives out with a 60-minute 
Performance which lacks only the 
Ted lemonade and hot dogs , 

Hap Lewis. 
Mona and 
elephant 


taga . 
sake apn | 


announcer, brings on 
Mary Ann, twin baby 
S who are put through paces 
yY two nattily-attired girls. One of 
the animals walks a plank, reversing 
direction midway, to start things 
Tolling. Deuce goes to Ruby Larki 
Pretty brunette who does a balanci 
de Starting with a chair and work- 
ng next with a small table, she 
finally balances a sofa on her fore- 
€ad as she ascends and descends a 
double ladder. 

Psi on are the Black Brothers, 
medy acrobats who have a fast- 
oe routine. It’s sure-fire with 
a Hh ge rg Much of turn is pure 
saan’ ce boys do a few bits of 
typical sineoe: Tiny Kline does a 
teeth. 1p ide-for-life hanging by her 
pein - wire running from bal- 
Senate a point offstage. , 
mock butt angle is played up in 
Gatcie's Dae Sequence billed as 
"ontor sag hats Mig jes pooches in skins 
charsing tan horns and long tails 
pen ae matadors. After 
nounced s Sling turn by an unan- 

giri, the Black- Bros. return 





for comedy boxing match in panto, 
earning a fancy bit of palm-whack- 
ing. 

Next to closing brings on La Ter- 
resita, nifty brunette trapeze artist 
who works without a net and does 
effective work hanging by her heels 
and later by one foot. Finale is the 
Black Horse Troop of eight well- 
trained equines in a full-stage ring. 
Act closes with a bit of flag-waving. 

Capacity biz opening night. Earl, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 18 
Les Brown Band (16), Cressonians 


(6), Rochelle & Beebe, Roberta Lee, | 
Town } 


Hal Derwin, Butch Stone, 
Criers (14); ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). 


In past years this WB deluxer has | 
always come up with a strong film} 


and name show week before Christ- 
mas, figuring that while the other 


irs -r spots 7er av y , su | ° ; 
first-run spots were laying low they} per, and should be given more to do. | 


could pick up the gravy. Not this 
season, however. Picture is ‘Flying 
Fortress’ (WB), imported from Eng- 
land, with only Richard Greene for 
the marquee and the whole thing 
nothing more than strictly the coun- 


STATE, N. Y. 


—_———_—— 


Ciro Rimac Orch (11), with Alzira 
Camargo, Michita Virella, Marquita 
Rivera; Guy Kibbee, Lew Parker. 





Antaleks (5), Ginger Harmon; ‘For- 
est Rangers’ (Par). 





Ciro Rimac’s compact Latin- 
American combo, with its emphasis 
on three femmes, is 


Christmas week Out- 


lineup here 


fit looks improved from previous 
|New York appearance, due chiefly 
|to work of feminine talent House 


has given the band a colorful back- 


ground, but the orchestra itself is 
working smoother and faster. 
Rimac crew offers a fine assort- 


;ment of Cuban, Brazilian and other 
Latin-American tunes, with _ its 
| Samba versions being notably sock. 
Maestro and comely Michita Virella 
strut samba niftily while latter also 
| scores with a Spanish castanet num- 


Marquita Rivera is best in a voodoo 
|dance. She also steps with the 


distinctly an asset to the outfit. 
Alzira Camargo is the chief bal- 
ladist. Her two Latin-American 


terpart of a Hollywood B. On the! songs are best, although ‘I Can’t Give 
Stage, it’s Les Brown, one of the! You Anything But Love,’ done in 
crack newer bandsmen but unknown English, is effective in her broken 
here. Set-up doesn’t look very | Americanese. Although singing a 


promising from a b.o. angle and get- 
away was a tip-off, with downstairs 
less than half full and only a scat- 
tering in the front balcony. 

Brown’s got a fine outfit. He 
has a crack arranger, too, treatment 
of some of the pops being smartly 
original and showy. Set-up is five 
saxes, three trombones, four trum- 
pets, piano, drums, bass and guitar, 
with Brown himself taking a turn on 
the reeds. Leader is definitely on the 
retiring side and could be just a 
little showier up there. 

Catalogue and steady parade of 
vocals are chiefly geared for the 
dance-hall trade. Brown doesn’t ap- 
pear to have realized his full possi- 
bilities yet for the stage. Among 
the specialists, best is Butch Stone, 
Saxman, a sort of scat-shuffling 
singer who stopped the show cold 


when caught. Mob refused to let 
him get away. He did ‘Knock Me a 
Kiss, ‘Good-Man Is Hard to Find’ 
and ‘My Feet’s Too Big,’ and tore 
the house apart. Stone is styled 


after the better sepia scatters (white 
himself, though) and gives out big. 
Femme singer is Roberta Lee, an 
attractive package with a warm, 
lush voice, and other warblers are 
Hal Derwin and Town Criers, two 
boys and two girls. They’re all good. 

Two acts with Brown, and they're 
both out of the top drawer. Cres- 
sonians, four men and pair of gals, 
are among the best of the tumbling 
teeterboarders. Rochelle and Beebe, 
although spotted bad, coming 
after Stone, make their 10 minutes 
count with tip-top comedy dancing. 


Short feature (68 minutes) per- 
mits Max Adkins’ house orch to turn 
in an overture for a change this 
week. Cohen. 


HIPP, BALTO 
Baltimore, Dec. 
Hal McIntyre and orch (14) 
Four Lyttle Sisters & Tony Dexter, 
Marion Hutton & Modernaires 
Billie Reyes; ‘Seven Miles from 
catraz’ (Col). 


19. 


Al- 


The pops gets a real workout here 
this week and jive from start to 
finish. In addition, Billie Reyes, 
smart talking juggler, is manna from 
heaven in this layout and the stub 
holders are welcoming him with 
open arms. 

McIntyre 


its 


has a 


six brass, and he himself pitches in 
with a tenor sax for licks and har- 
mony interludes. Band’s vocalist is 
a youngsier, Tony Dexter, and he 


moans out the tunes of the day in| 


regular and accepted style. Then | 
there’s the Four Lyttle Sisters, who 
contribute their particular _ stint 
equally as well. It’s all nice and 
the accepted groove 

Swingy arrangements of ‘Old Man 
River’ and ‘One o’Clock Jump’ high 
light the band rep and Dexte 
warbles ‘White Christmas, “Too 
Tired’ and ‘There Are Such Things’ 
backed up the quartet of femme 
ngers Qua tet also re jers ‘Kal: 
mazoo’ and ‘Dearly Beloved.’ Look 
well in the costumes and sell all 
right. 

Reyes, the juggler, utilizes fresh | 


material and times his gags to adroit 
handling of balls. Encore bit with 
platters is a sock turn. 

Marion Hutton and Modern- 
aires are a h.o. after solid reception 
on last week’s show. In spite of em- 
phasis on style of jive occasioned by 
present accompanying layout, swing- 
stress and her male quartet punch 
out a resounding spot. New entries 
are ‘Moonlight Becomes You’ and 
‘Jingle Jangle’ with elaborate work- 
ing out of ‘Strip Tease Polka’ a 
solid sender. 

Biz fair. 


the 


Burm. 





Marie Kirk replacing Mary Krieg 
as vocalist with Baron Elliott orch 
at Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh. Krieg 
gal, who recently married Ensign 
William Cain, is leaving to join her 
husband, stationed at Miam! 


right | 


with | 


(5), 


workmanlike | 
combo of four sax, four rhythm and | 


bit loud for a mike, she went solid 
with the small audience when caught. 


is a vast improvement over his turn 
of a few years ago. Act is long 
on witticisms, bulk of which poke 
fun at his ‘ability’ as a screen lover. 
Neatly gagged for the most part. the 
vet screen character actor romps 
through to healthy returns. His pro- 
longed tour of army camps and navy 
bases has sharpened his act so that 
now it fits almost any vaude podium. 

Ginger Harmon, jitterbug song- 
stress, clicks with her present array 
of tunes which include ‘Zoot Suit,’ 
‘Can’t Get Out of This Dream’ and 
‘Hip, Hip, Hooray.’ Also does well 
in an informal skit with Lew 
Parker, m.c. of show. 

Parker keeps proceedings 
along at a trim gait, chipping in 
with an ingratiating string of sly 
jokes and clowning. Outstanding 
song, ‘How About You,’ rings in a 
lot of extraneous by-play for laughs. 


going 





|His session with his  pale-faced 
| stooge, Bill Barton, is a wow. An- 
| taleks, three girls and two males, 
}open show with balancing feats. 


They’re standard, and fill the bill ex- 
cellently. 
Biz way off. 


RKO, BOSTON 


Wear. 





Boston, Dec. 18. 
Frankie Masters Orch (15), Debu- 
tantes (5), Buddy Clark, Radio 


| Rogues; ‘Cat People’ (RKO), 
Masters makes his first stage ap- 
| pearance in the Hub with this show 
and the band’s style clicks solid- 
ly. Leads off with ‘Hip Hip Hooray’ 
and forthwith introduces Billy Lowe, 
who murmurs ‘Beguine’ and ‘I’m 
Getting Tired.’ Vocal quality is okay 
but the style is distinctly sedative. 
The Debutantes do a couple of 
rhythmie ensemble numbers, the 
| secend of which, a dance imitating a 
machine, runs a little too long. The 
consisting of five lookers, 
Phyllis Myles, the 
| band’s femme vocalist, lends some 
spice the show with a couple of 
pop tunes, clicking with ‘Gobs of 
Love. There follows an arrange- 
ment of ‘Rustle of Spring’ featuring 
Woody Kessler and Buddy Clark. 
Clark has a following here and 
| registers nicely. He sings an attrac- 
tive quartet of tunes in a strong, 
well-produced baritone, steering 
clear of the usual treacle trundled 
out by band vocalists. This leads up 
| to the Radio Rogues with their mim- 
ing of Gable, Boyer, Vallee, Win- 
chell, Bernie, Muni and others. They 
|remain solid with the audience and 
add a lift to the show. 
Biz not very good at the opening 


show Edie. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





act, 


use more vivacity. 


to 


Chicago, Dec. 18 
ie Ch Foster’s Orch (11) with 
Dottie Dotson, Ray Robbins and 
PeeWee Louis, Ella Fitzgerald and 
the Four Keys (5), Britt Wood, 
Su ) Rice; ‘Secrets of the Under- 


grou id’ (Re p.). 


Too much music on this bill with 


Guy Kibbee’s personal appearance | 


carrying much} 
of burden of the current modest pre- | 


| Gardner and Randy Brooks, 


in a baby voice by PeeWee Louis 
well liked. 


Britt Wood had to beg off in the 


next spot with his standard har- 
monica, talking and dancing act. 


Wood hasn't changed a line in years 
but always leaves them begging for 
more, 


Ella Fitzgerald and The Four Keys | 


(piano, guitar, bass and singer-) score 


solidly with versions of ‘Mamma 
Come Home,’ ‘White Christmas 
Morg. 


‘Kalamazoo’ and others. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 19 


Bob Allen Orch, (14) with Lynn 


| Tough Guys, Adam & Jayne Di Ga- 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


tanos, Mitzi Green; ‘Powder Town 


(RKO). 





Showmanly layout, paced by 
Allen’s Orch and featuring 
Green’s mimicries, is solid 


Mitzi 
all the 


65 minutes of good entertainment. 
Show came in for plenty of kudoes 


- : | but, it’s taking a sharp b.o. rap, in 
| nimble-footed Charley Dimas, and is | ‘ P F 


common with most of the other 


downtown houses, 
Allen, formerly featured baritone 


; With the late Hal Kemp, has a com- 


| paratively 


| brass, five saxes and four rhythm, | a 
orch features a crack brass section, | $040 
| headed by Randy 





could 


that 
five 


new band and 
Made up 


one 


bears watching. of 


Brooks, and is 
well grooved in the swing metier. 
Repertoire is well diversified and 
Allen’s pleasant personality makes 
for good fronting. Leader’s baritone 
solos are plenty ear-compelling. He’s 
heard to advantage with ‘Abraham’ 
and ‘Praise the Lord’, and does a 
particularly effective job with an 
oldie, ‘Remember Me’, 

On the distaff side, outfit features 
Lynn Gardner, chanteuse and swell 
complement to the band. Chanter 
has a voice to match her frame and 
face. Warbles ‘Met Him on Monday’, 
and then teams with Milt Norman, 
guitarist, in ‘Too Much Zoot’. Nor- 
man walks on stage rigged out in an 
ultra zoot outfit that won giggles, but 
number faiis to ring the bell. Miss 
Gardner could do with better ma- 
terial and more numbers. 

Band’s best bets are a couple of 
smart production numbers that gain 
added effectiveness by being played 
behind a scrim fit up with scenic 
slides. 

Device is used to advantage in pro- 
viding illustrated backgrounds for 
‘Jingle Bells’ and ‘Praise the Lord’. 
Latter number, which closes the 
show, wins strong audience reaction 
when picture of General MacArthur 
is flashed on scrim. 

Two of original Little Tough Guys, 
billed as Murph and Sailor, had the 


zoot-suiters in the aisles with their 
raffish cut-ups and_ shenanigans. 


Kids are likeable and have an amus- 
ing turn replete with gags and situ- 
ations. 

Adam and Jayne Di Gatanos, ball- 
room dancers, win terrific response 
with series.of whirling pirouettes. 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Jerry Wald Orch (16) with Anita 


| Boyer, Johnny Bond; Betty _ Jane 
Smith, Frank Paris, Jack Guilford, 
Lime Trio; ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). 


| 


! 


Strand’s pre-holiday show. in for 
one week (Jimmy Dorsey’ and 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ open Xmas 


| Day), is abundant numerically, but 


lonly 


Little | 


| 


| way down the line and adds up to} 





| 


fair from an entertainment 
standpoint. In combination with the 
‘Fortress’ film it’s not likely to add 


up to much at the b.o. Wald is 
drawing heavy morning biz, how- 
ever. 

Wald’s band is a comparative 


newcomer, having made good strides 
since debuting last year at the Lin- 
coln hotel, N. Y. His combination 


Bob | of three trumpets, three trombones, 


five sax, four rhythm, like the ma- 
jority of bands, has been bothered 
by conscription. He has a number 
of new faces in all sections. Yet, 
with the exception of a glaringly 
weak rhythm quartet, the group 
stacks up as a solidly good band, 
using good arrangements. 

Wald plays clarinet. His work on 
the instrument gets better all the 
time, but his stage presence is com- 
ing along much more slowly. When 

ght audience response to his 
bits was spontaneous and 
frequent. A particularly good idea 
he uses is the voice-clarinet duos 
with Anita Boyer, vocalist who 
leaves the outfit to work singly after 
this week. Miss Boyer contributes 
smartly to the effect of the band, 
doing ‘Hip Hip Hooray,’ ‘When 
Lights Go On,’ then ‘Mad About 
Him Blues’ with Wald. She’s a 
polished performer in all depart- 
ments, enhanced by a fine wardrobe. 
Johnny Bond’s a_= gravel-voiced 
singer from the trumpets. He’s ex- 
traneous in view of the number of 
acts. He does ‘Brother Bill.’ 

Betty Jane Smith, tapstress, leads 
the acts. She’s a so-so dancer in 
two routines, although she got in- 
different help from the band this 
show. She’s cute, however, a fact 
that wasn’t lost on this audience. 

Frank Paris, puppeteer, doubling 
from nearby Hurricane nitery, has 
a better turn than it showed here. 
He uses a series of hip-high dolls 
manipulated with dexterity, and the 
crowd went for the act easily. 
First is a Latin dancer, then comes 
a ballet-dancing ostrich, which is 
least effective, then a ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ doll with wings treated 
with phosphorescent paint. Ice 
skater and the inevitable skeleton 
close. Skating doll routine showed 
little imagination, being confined to 
speedy circling. 

Jack Guilford, comic, who first 
gained a reputation at Cafe Society, 
N. Y., couple years ago, is out of the 


recent ‘Count Me In.’ His work 
here is good, but the material he 


uses, while it clicks strongly, is not 
as powerful as some of the things he 
projected at the cafe. He tees off 
with vocal and physical apings of 
Rudy Vallee, Stan Laurel, Charles 
Butterworth, George Jessell, all of 
which ride high, particularly the 
Laurel bit. Next is an imitation of 
a sleepy subway rider, followed by 





a host of other things. Audience 
liked it all. 
Lime Trio, standard turn, finish 
'up and they too, win stub-holders. 
Biz fair. Wood, 


i ‘Derby’ Wilson, 
| Baskette, 


Mitzi, on last with some bang-up 
original material and mimicries of 
Garbo, Hepburn, Zasu Pitts and 
Veronica Lake, sells her stuff with 
gusto. Jona, 

KEITH’S, INDPLS. 
rndianapotis, Dec. 19 

Leon Miller, Harold & his Jig 
Saws (3), Mary Mayer, Kirk & 
Clayton, Libonatti Trio, Bob White, 
Latasha and Laurence, Reid and 
Dean; ‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U). 

New show put together by A. B. | 
| Marcus revolves around Leon Mil- 
ler, girls in brightly colored cos- 
tumes and _ production numbers | 


neatly spaced between the turns of 
standard variety acts. 

Highlights include the Maid of 
Silver, who poses on a curtain that 
lifts her into the flies and lets her 


down again, and a patriotic finale 
in which masked figures represent 
Roosevelt, Stalin and Chiang-Kai- 
Shek (Churchill’s mask wasn’t 
ready at opening here) while the 
rls stand for various units of the 
ned forces 
Show is strong on dancing de 
with the most spectacular bit a but- 
terfly routine oy Mary Mayery, who 
ves silkish wings of about 30-feet 
pread vhile multi-colored lights 
play on her from above Miller 
reels off a variety of steps from 
‘Ballin the Jaek’ to ‘Boogie Woogie’ 
in his popular comedy style; Kirk 


nd Clayton offer some smooth tap- 


|} acro routines with particularly nifty 
| skirt dance and some fast cartwheels 


| Foster’s orch, a harmonicist and the | 


instrumentalists with Ella Fitzgerald, 
lbut it plays fairly well. Foster’s 
quiet style is a relief from some ot 
the brassy bands that have appeared 
here lately. 

Band opens with ‘Jingle Bells,’ fol- 
lowed with ‘Gobs of Love’ and then 
introduces Dottie Dotson, who does 
lthree numbers to good. results. 
Sunny Rice, petite tapstress, does a 
routine to Spanish rhythm and then 
lan excellent combo ballet 
bg to ‘18th Century Drawing 
! 
| 


Room.’ Drew a heavy hand. 

Band resumes with ‘Moonlight Be- 
comes You’ with vocal by Ray Rob- 
bins, who also contributes ‘My 
| Buddy’ and ‘There Are Such Things.’ 
| Left to nice applause. ‘Der Fuehrer's 
| Face’ by 
!Seen My Kitty’ s’ done 


and ‘Playmate 


by the girl, and Latasha and Law- 
rence do some clever adagio work. 


|The younger of the Libonattis, who 


and tap | 


the band and ‘Has Anybody |: 


| 


appear next to closing in a xylo- 
phone act, offers some lively hoof- 
ing. The boy is quick on his feet. 
Biggest laughs are produced by 
Harold Boyd and the Jig Saws, three 
lads in sailor suits who do most of 
tricks in knockabout bag. Reid and 


Dean entertain with a line of song, 
dance and gags and Bob White, 


m.c., digs up some old ones with the 
help of a couple of plants. 

Various vocal combinations assist 
in the production numbers, The 
opening features a parade of the 


girls to the tune of Irish melodies. 
There’s socko entertainment in the 
show, but it needs pruning and 


moothing down in the rough spots. 
Corb. 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Charlie Barnet Band (17) with 
Rita Bradley and ‘Peanuts’ Holland; 
Pigmeat, Jimmie 
Harris, Moke & 
Secret’ (20th). 


‘Connie’ 
Poke; ‘Dr. Renault’s 
An old Harlem favorite, Charlie 
Barnet is here this week and for 45 
of the show’s 65 minutes the band 
holds forth in the best jump tradi- 
tion. Opening night (Friday) show 
caught preceded a midnight benefit, 
and the acts, to conserve energy, 
appeared for only a single turn. 


Barnet’s fot sax heads afi eizht 
brass, three rhythm and six reed 
combo that wisely Sticks to tunes 
that have already won a receptive 
|following via recording Opener, 
‘Smiles,’ j an effective medle of 
blues played from behind a scrim, 
helped by flashy lighting and two 
featured sepia trumpet men who 

pill hot notes all over the place 
Chaser, ‘Victory Walk,’ is followed 





by ‘Derby’ Wilson, who goes through 
an uninspired tap routine. 

Chubby Jackson muggs far too 
much in a bass specialty, but band 
follows it up with a fresh blues in- 
strumental. Pigmeat and Baskette, 
standard house comedians, then click 
in a country-cousin-city-slicker skit. 

Rita Bradley, vocalist, singing 
mellow, registers neatly in ‘Five by 
| Five’ and ‘This Is the Army.’ Gal 
combines smooth voice with unob- 
trusive mannerisms. ‘Peanuts’ Hol- 
|land and Howard McGee, the brass 
|men, garner yells in ‘I Like to Riff,’ 
| with former doing the vocal riffing 
and latter trumpeting all over the 
ceiling register. Other colored 
member of the band, the pianist, 
suffers because of a small, tinkly up- 
right. The same two tooters grab 
more hand-thumping with ‘Trumpet 
Typhoon,’ take-off on Tommy 
Dorsey’s ‘Git It,’ during which Hol- 
land and McGee try to out-cut each 

(Continued on page 55) 
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46 REVIEWS 


USO Camp Shows 


HIT THE DECK 


(RED CIRCUIT; UNIT 57) 


Fort Bragg, N C., Dec. 18 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., presenta- 


| quip, song ana acro antic Actually 
| howeve the talent is not all that 
| good though passable for the pur- 
} pose 


theatre only two-thir« 


snowstorm, the 


With the 
full, owing to a 


au- 


tio yroduced by Richard Berger.| ,.” Fee of : ¢ 
Ad ‘ots d fro the book by Herb WAAC pac : ) tet \ ps as ¥0 
Fix lds: PLUS Ue by V ncent Youmans | +} 75.) oes a cAt Sounibe : : 
, LIS fe ul ul > > « 
Reviewed at Community theatre,| . p! " e mixup cnet ade it diffi 
~ r Micro 1Ol I LAUD « ar: ¢ Lilile- 
Fort Bragg, N C., Dec 18. y The cult to determine whether the band 
cohe fillies Ghar ‘on. Marie term wl 
=, a> = y ge “] _ |} comprised musicians or riveters dur- 
>t i%) , Yr s La? i = 5 3 
—” a OO ; pwd ‘hak & | ng the first half of the show The 
a ra Cy Raikde Fp “syth. The Van-| second half, however, played much 
udu, rmristine orsy . 8 better 
red Singers (7), Dan Eckley Girls | Unit works fast, using old, surefire 
(12). | gags, plus catchy music and dancing 
eet erate 1} re acto 
uh oh _— 24 py | all of it in good taste. 
What's left of the original Herb |; Headlining are the three hefty 


Fields’ book of ‘Hit 
this U.S.O.-Camp Shows production 
wouldn't fill the message half of a 
picture post card, but the story 
doesn't matter, as the net result is 
the best entertainment passed on 
down 

‘Hit the 
titled ‘Hit 
hard-working 


Deck’ should 
’Em with Shore.’ The 


zany comic is onstage 


for about 55 of the show’s total of 80 
minutes, clowning around with the 
script or giving out with one of his 
wide variety of bits. He clicks 
strongly. The love story of Bilge 
Smith, the gob with a gal in every 
port, and Lulu Martin, the hash- 
slinger who comes into the heavy 
moolah and wants to buy him a 
freighter, is shoved well into the 
background and just serves as an 
xcuse for bringing Shore, Lee 
Dixon Marie Austin and Earl Mc- 
eigh on for their specialties. 

Shore goes over strong. His ‘Joe 
Frisco’: the business about being 
customer, manager, waiter and 
bouncer in a night club; his light- 


ning impersonation burlesques; a 
straight bit of soft-shoe dancing and 
his pin-ball routine, all rated plenty 
gf applause here. Two special songs, 
‘Join the Navy and See the Girls,’ 
which he does with Marie Austin, 
and a Carmen Miranda tune written 
by Herman Timberg, Sr., drew 
laughs a-plenty and kept him on- 
stage taking extra bows when this 
reviewer caught the show. Biggest 
laugh Shore got was during a party 


scene when he turns around and 
yells ‘Hey, Admiral, bring me a 
table, I want to do a trick,’ and a 


brings out the 
you to know,’ 
‘is USO Navy, 


gold-braided admiral 
table. ‘This, I want 
he telis audience, 
not U.S.A 

Lee Dixon, 
star, handles 
role of Bilge 
crack dancer, 
dance early in 


the 


ex-Warner pictures’ 
the oli Charlie King 
Smith nicely. Lee, a 
does only one tap 
the opening scene, 
but it’s enough to bring down the 
= e. He atso duets ‘Sometimes 
’m Happy’ with Marylynn Ross and 
makes with small and love talk dur- 


the Deck’ in | 


here in the past two seasons. | 
really be | 


Peters Sisters, who go over, 
and Brown, acrobatic dancers, run 
the sisters a close second with their 
fast-stepping and _ slapstick 
batics. 

Mabel Mayfair is better to look at 
than to hear in her torch tunes. 
Emory Evans emcees and plays 
straight for Sandy Burns’ comedy 
turn. Jive session by the Lee Nor- 
man band is the finale. 

One might think the WAACs would 
have been a little less receptive after 
being guests of Bob Hope's radio 
show previous night, but there was no 
indication of anything but apprecia- 
tion on their part—which emphasizes 


how much entertainment means to 
men and women in the service. 
Moorhead. 


FLYING COLORS 


(WHITE CIRCUIT; UNIT 65) 


Fort Sam Houston, Tex., Dec. 9. 

Lew Hearn, Barbara La Marr, 
Arnaut Bros. (2), Mark Plant, Linda | 
Moody, Johnny Woods, Masters & 
Rollins, Winter Sisters (3), Gae Fos- 
ter Girls (12), Al Green & Orch 
(12). 


A neat package of entertainment 
for the soldier boys t’s fast, 
plenty of singing-danging and a cute 
line of Gae Foster Girls 

Al Green, musical director, is in 
the pit with the band, and group 
turns in a fine job for the 90-minute 
layout. 





over nicely. Comedy is 








was one of the big whams, and so 
was Robert Zeller, the eonductor, 
| Both easily ingratiated themselves 
with this khaki audience. 

The instrumental program _in- 
i cluded the ‘Second Movement’ of 


| repertoire 


‘Unfinished Symphony,’ 
the’ Comedians,’ from 
‘Bartered Bride,’ to Mor- 
‘Pavanne’ and Gersh- 
Longone’s 
‘Haban- 


Schubert's 
‘Dance of 
Smetana’s 
ton Gould's 
win’s ‘Summertime.’ Miss 
ranged from 


the 


| 





era’ from ‘Carmen,’ an aria from 
‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ ‘A Kiss in the 
Dark’ and ‘Siboney.’ 

For an added fillip one of the post | 


musicians, Pvt. Rudy Van Gelder, a 

|x¥vlophonist in civilian life, assisted 

on the percussion instruments 
Fran. 


as usual } 
with their singing and dancing. Cook | 


acro- 


} 


| white 


| first of 


has | length 


LOOPING THE LOOP 





(RED CIRCUIT; UNIT 52) 

i 

Jefferson Barracks, Mo., Dec. 15. 

Four Macks, Three Randall Sis- | 

ters, Buddy Howe, Jean Carroll,} 

Alice Kavan, Lane Brothers, Chester | 
Doiphin, Steve Evans, Line (16). 


One of the best USO army shows 
to hit this neck of the wood ‘Loop- 
ing the Loop,’ played a two-night 
engagement at the Replacement 
Center here, just south of St. 
It drew SRO mobs in the 
Arena, the total being 12,000 for four 
performances. Unit, assembled in 
Chicago before its tour began in 
Cheyenne, Wyo., will hit 70 camps 
before winding up the trek. Brim- 
ming over with talented performers, 
and every act was a click here. 

The line of lookers (16) was handi- 





capped a trifle in their routines by 
the limited area on the apron here, 
| but their zest, fresh and colorful 
costumes easily Overcame that ob- 
stacle. 

Walter Davidson, former maestro 
of the Chicago State-Lake theatre 
orch, and three musicians travel 


with the troupe and are augmented 
| by tooters from the various srmy 
camp bands. Session caught opened 
with the line, costumed in blue and 
headdresses, blue and white 
red skirts and red elbow- 
gloves, welcoming the sol- 
and then going through the 
several tap routines. The 
exhibition of plenty of shapely gams 


blouses, 


diers 


|and good dancing put the boys in a 


|receptive mood for 


what followed. 
Buddy Howe, a personable young 
man, m.c.d. capably. 


In the first slot were the Four 


| Macks, a click roller skating act that 


| operates on a wooden platform. 


| Foster dancers (12) open revue 
iwith a smart number, being in 
| abbreviated cowgirl costumes. Girls 
put ‘Jingle, Jangle’ across well and 
come back for two other production | 
bits, one a Spanish number with 
some good shawl-tossing and a 
smash closing number done on roller 
skates 

The Three Winter Sisters have a 
nice acro-tumbling act which goes 


turned in | 
| the 


ing the rest of the proceedings. by Lew Hearn with the aid of sev- 
Only other Vincent Youmans song | eral others. He’s in three blackouts 
jn the show is ‘Hallelujah,’ which is| that put the boys in a receptive 
handled nicely by Earl McVeigh, | mood 
who also sings ‘Great Day’ capably.| Vocals are handled by Barbara 
A former Ben Yost singer who’s| LaMarr, who has a nice voice and | 
been kicking around the vaude cir- | personality, selling best ‘Wonder ! 
uit for the past three years, he’s| When My Baby's Coming Home. 
got a strong voice and blends in| Mark Plant baritones some pops, 
hicely with The Vanesse singers on | best of which are ‘White Chris ‘tmas 
both numbe iin vhi ie audience ¢ 

Marie Austin, who can sell a song | ‘John: . Do ignooy ’ $Sta i Va 1 
nicely sneaks two pop tunes, ‘Ma,|act is that by fhe two Arnaut 
He's Making Eyes At Me.’ and ‘Down | brothers in their bird whistlin 
By the Ohio,’ in between her regular | Linda Moody keeps the boys on 
scenes with Shore and the rest of | edge with her neat appearance and 
the cast nice taps in second production num- 

The two specialty ae are nicely | bei Another good turn is that of 
spottec Christin » Forsythe, a long- | Ma ! 11 Rollins Male does 
lin bed vir] 1 vnho looks like a fugitiy e lance impressions or celebs, ves ol 
fron Billy ‘Ros e showgirl line, does | wh are those of Bo Karloff 
a fast bit of tap terping in the open-|and Sonja Henie She turns in a 
ing scene and scores with a short | nice terp bit also. Her contortions 
comic.conga, helped by the ubiquit- | are laugh-provoking and earned a 
ous Shore near the finale. Jean, | well-deserved hand Couple also 
Jack and Judy are a trio who ap- turns in some neat eomedy singing 
parently couldn’t make up their | jokes and patter. 
ininds as to whether they’d be acre- |: Mic, is Johnny Woods, okay. He's 
bats or comedians and settled by |} in several of the skits as well as 
parlaying both into a fast eight min- | putting on a neat turn of his own 
utes of good entertainment. ‘Th een-{A standard impersonator, he does 
thusias soldier - aude é ridae era Ki iMpPressioi f notable 
show- it of the: est A é ( Al J } 

We in the sl] ‘ fi Ca ) A \ ind 
three ¢ € The chorine Kate Sn 
are decorative enough (and vhat Military ¢ nax ina Wductior 
@ise matters in a show for soldiers), | number featuring the Gae Foster 
but after being together for three | Girls o1 olle kate 
wee ks you'd think that they vould \ nea cap y ise greetec 
I vy the routines better yr at le oO e on first da A 
make their mistakes nultaneously 

All in all, ‘Hit the Deck’ do | : 
well for the rest of its 22 weeks on | American Symph Orch 
the USO Red circuit, unles the (RED CIRCUIT; UNIT 55) 
troupe knocks itself out on he eavy = 
show schedules and rough travel and Fort Dix, N. J., Dec. 10 
hotel accommodations. At Fort All during its last schedule USO- 
Bragg the schedule called for 12|Camp Shows was experimenting 
shows in six nights, plus four after- | With concerts for the troops. For a 
noon quickies at the huge Bragg/|time it had a volunteer sym y..onic 
hospital area. On top of all this.| group playing camps around Man- 
the troupe is billete in Raeford | hattan, and between the closir ig of 
N. C., and has a 20-mile bus trek | its last season and the opening of 
every night. Cpl. Curt Weinberg. the current route Camp Shows had | 


SWINGIN’ ON DOWN 


(WHITE CIRCUIT; UNIT 73) 


Des. Moines, Iowa, Dec. 10. 
Peters Sisters (3), Cook & Brown, 
label Mayfair, Emory Evans, Sandy 
urns, Lee Norman band. 
the new 1,033-seat post 
WAAC Reception Cen- 


Playing at 
theatre of the 


tre, Fort Des Moines, this colored 
froupe got heavy response to e\ 
A 


' 

| various volunteer troupes of con- 
|certists playing for servicemen. 
'From this experimentation came 
four current long-haired units, one 
of which is the American Symphony 
Orch. ; 


Actually the program caught was 


not nearly as heavy as the name of 
the unit implies. “All of the num- 
bers were short—five vocal and 





seven orchestral offerings in the 75- 
| minute program—and all obviously 
|} designed to please the ervicen en. 
| The response was big. 

Elle | I 4 ) mp ino 





| 


The 
Three Randall Sisters, songbirds 
who possess talent and looks, scored 
with ‘Idaho.’ ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ ‘Sadie Hawkins’ Day’ and 
‘Amen.’ Even after that gob of stuff 
the mob yelled for more 
Howe and Jean Carroll deliver a 
goofy patter turn, with the gal being 
comic and Howe the straight. 
She does a swell interp of Louis 
Armstrong playing ‘Lady Be Good’ 
on the trumpet, using only 
hands. The pair go into a tap chal- 
lenge routine aod windup with a 
jitterbug session that scored solidly. 
In the next slot were the Lane 
Brothers, a pair of clever acro 
dancers. Then followed a _ produc- 
On number with the line, in more 
colorful costumes, the Randall Sis- 
ters warbling ‘Begin the Beguine’ 
ind Alice Kavan, ballerina, doing a 
bolero dance routine. She 
several spots throughout the 
doing a hot ‘St. Louis Blues’ num 
ber in sleazy blue pants that got 
rousing applause 
Chester Doiphin. 
scored in a routine 
by a balance on his head atop a 
mall stand and manipulating five 
hoops simultaneously with his hands, 
feet and a stock held in his mouth. 
Steve Evans whammed over his in- 
terp of a Polish laborer who be- 
comes stewed, imitations of 
audiences, and a wow 
bug routine. The line returns for 
another tap routine, again in a 


7 4 , . 
CUSturhe alla ri¢ veil lii- 


COMIC jugglei 


also highlighted 


solo jitter- 


Great credit 
oupne! for 
ce one 
theatre: long distance bu 
or downtown to camp 
otel accommodations with } 1] 
rate This latter is a matter that 
hould be given the o.0. by army and 


tate official Sahu 


must be handed the 
taking everything in 
day’a tent. the next a 
haul 

1 ] 
Vati 


ed 


CLAUDIA 
(RED CIRCUIT; UNIT 61) 

Z Maxwell Field. Ala.. Dec 9 

ine first major USO-Camp Show 
to be presented at this post this year, 
‘Claudia’ drew a packed house here 
last night (9). 

Comely, blonde Emily McNair por- 
trays the title role neatly. Norman 
Mackay is the young husband, and 
his performance, too, is first-rate. 
Support includes Myrtle Tannahill. 
tone Harvey, Alice Buchanan. 

Hamilton Mott, Norma Bianchi and 
Justina Wayne, all of whom are ade- 
quate. 

The humor of the adolescent wife 
and her more mature husband is re- 
tained to a considerable de gree, 
aided by the script’s laugh-producins 
dialog Hall. 


Louis. 
Tent |} 





her | 


works in| 


show, | 


Martin, 


various | 


applause. 
Maxine Martin, attractive swing 
singel did three numbers, was 
brought back for an encore. 
Kismet, comedy magician, tied up | 
| the show. Loop. 





| Vanderveer, Nixon & Sans; 


BLUE CIRCUIT 


(UNIT 27) 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Nino Milo, rrank Salerno, Carla 
reviewed 
S. Naval Training School, Chi- 
Dec. 5. 


at U. 
cago, 





The U. S. Naval Training Schoo) 
is situated in the far southside sec- 
tion of the city, where, because of 


the nature of the special courses 
taught here, leaves are few and far 
between. Shows playing here are 
doubly appreciated because of that 
Performers work on a flat floor 
here, a handicap, of course, from 
the audience standpoint. But it is| 


the adaption of the actor to his sur- 


roundings that deserves the highest | 
praise Acts used to the best in 
stage accommodations have to con- 
tend with other inadequacies at 
places such as this, but it’s to the 
credit of this unit that they over- 
came these handicaps. 

Paced by Nino Milo, comedy 
emcee, troupe opens with Carla 


Vanderveer, young and good looking 
dancer, whose Russian and toe num- 
bers met with instant applause. 
She's accompanied by Frank Salerno, 
accordionist. who plays the entire 
show and has his own spot later. 
After a few stories Milo does im- 
pressions, making his changes before 


the audience and scoring big, Nixon 
and Sans run the gamut of vaude- 
ville hokum fast and funny talk | 


with a ventriloquial bit and a song 
and a comédy ballroom number by 
Nixon that had _ this audience 
wrapped up. Accordion selections 
by Salerno and request dancing in 


which the sailors participated sent 
the company off with a bang. Hal. 
(UNIT 10) 
Glenview, Ill., Dec. 4. 
Lauren & Ginger, Jack & Jill War- 
ner, Frank Paxton; reviewed at Mili- 
tary Police School, Glenview, Dec. 3. 
While these Blue tab units built 
to entertain servicemen in isolated 


spots, this one had its debut at the 
Military Police School in Glenview, 
Ill, some 30 miles from the loop. 
They are expected to play to from 
40 to 750 men and are expected to 
acclimate themselves to whatever 
conditions exist. 

Performers in these units have 
been assured of meals and lodging 
by the Army and Navy whenever 
possible. When caught, this unit 
appeared before an audience of 500 
Military Police and made a fine im- 
pression. 

Frank Paxton, mental telepathist, 
emcees and has an entertaining spot 
of his own. Reaction good. 

Lauren & Ginger, man and woman 
mus team, work at a fast clip 
with many trick instruments, and 
added comedy by Lauren left the 
boys asking for more. Ginger, < 
looker, accordions throughout the 
act as Lauren switches from one 
instrument to another. 

Jack & Jill Warner, cute, fast 
dance team, appear twice, closing 
with an audience participation bit 
n which they invite men fr the 
audience to jitterbug with 
Both befng small, they deli 
pick the biggest dancers fo. 
effect. Were well liked. 


ical 
Cai 


om > 
them 
iberately 
comedy 
Loop 


(UNIT 





21) 

Chicago Dec 10. 
Conlon, Del Ohrel. 
Kismet, Mildred 
reviewed at U S. Naval 
Chicago, Dec. 6 


Ra j 


Armory, 


De pite bad accoustics, a make- 
shift stage, no lighting and a barn- 
like building to play in, performers 
of this unit acquitted themselves 


| well. 


The building could hold 4,000, but 
three-quarters of it is filled with 


bunks, leaving a comparatively 
small drill floor on which a small 
stage, equipped with a backdrop, has 

been corstructed An exceilent ami- 

plifving ysten Wa tne lone re 
aee! g feature but the act went 
ind gave the best keeping up 
the pace for 60 minutes with seldom 
a dull moment Entire haw was 
done to the accordion accompani- 


Anderson; | 4 
to the EMA 


| for 


Pitt Cafe Entertainer 
Gets 5-Year Probation 
On Narcotics Charge 


Dec, 22 


cafe enter- 


Pittsburgh, 
Williams, 


Was 


Hollis M. 


tainer here, placed on proba- 
five week by 
Judge F. P. Schoonmake: 
the Federal Narcotics 
Act by raising and possessing 


huana allegedly for his own use. 


tion for last 
Federal 


violating 


years 


marie 





Williams, according to government 
narcotics agents, had 15 marihuana 
plants growing outside a_ trailer, 
where he and his family have been 
living. The feds also reported find- 
ing five bushes of the weed hanging 
inside the trailer and 500 grains of 
crushed marihuana seed in Williams’ 
possession. 

There was no evidence that Wil- 
liams, who had no previous criminal 
record, ever sold any of the drug. 








| 
| 


Pleading guilty to a formal charge 
of producing and possessing mari- 
huana, Williams was sentenced to 
five years in the penitentiary, but 
Judge Schoonmaker changed the 
sentence t@ five years probation be- 
cause of a lack of proof that Wil- 
liams was a distributor of the drug, 


‘SOLDIERS BIG FACTOR 
IN ST. L. NITERY UPBEAT 


St. Louis, Dec, 22. 

Nitery biz has taken a decided 
upswing in this burg during the past 
year, with many new spots opening 
and several operating on an all- 
night sked for the accommodation 
of workers in the many defense 
plants in and adjacent to this burg. 
Soldiers from Scott Field, Ill, and 
Jefferson Barracks, just south of the 
city, and those on furlough from 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., 90 miles 
from St. Louis, are giving all the 
niteries a good play. 

Several of the spots sell no liquor 
and thus are able to circumvent the 
closing hour law which is applicable 





only to spots where liquor is ped- 
dled. At such places setups and 
food, with a fixed minimum charge, 


is provided in addition to floor show 
entertainment, with the  shindigs 
starting as late as 3 a. m. and sked- 
ded to catch the defense plant work- 
ers after they leave the midnight 
shift. 


AGVA’s 10% Philly Hike 
OK'd By Bookers Group 


Philadelphia, Dec. 22 
The board of directors of the En- 
tertainment Managers Assn, 
ers) on Wednesday (16) okayed new 


} sie 
(DOOK- 


|gcales instituted by the American 
iGuild of Variety Artists embracing 
ls 10% ‘cost of living’ wage increase 
i for performers 


Maxine | 


} 
' 


board met with officials 


The EMA 
of AGVA and egreed to recommend 
that the 


schedul es be followed 


new wage 

The bookers organization three 
weeks ago turned thumbs down on 
ithe wage hike and for a time it 
looked like the war was on, How- 
ever, individual bookers, finding that 
acts refused to work under the old 
scale, began paying the higher 
prices;-and all but.a few. small book- 
ers are now adhering to the scale 

Three agents. who are sticking to 
thei ins and refusing to pay the 
10° } f ive hee nliace oO 
AGYVA’' 


‘New Orleans 


Cleans 
Up Nudity in Cafes 


New Orleans, Dec. 22 
The same soft lights, gaudy fur- 
inishings and blaring jive still holds 


ment of Mildred Anderson and 
played tO an appreciative audience 
of 900 mer Ray Conlon emceed 
well besides doing his click ventrilo 
qui 1 act 

Del Ohrel got the show off to a! 
fine start with her acrobatic and|! 
coniortion work. Working on a 
specially built drum, her difficult 
tricks, done with apparent ease, held 


the boys and sent her away to heavy 


Shutta May Do Pic 


Minneapolis, Dec. 22. 

After fortnight at Curley’s here, 
Ethel Shutta goes to Florentine Gar- 
dens, Los Angeles. 

While on the Coast she will con- 
sider role which Lester Cutler (Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp.) wishes her 
to play in a picture to be produced 
by him after the first of the year 





the View Carre night spots 
flash of flesh is noticeably 
absent from the clubs’ spotlights 

No more g-string girlies trip 
across the cigaret-smeared floors 1n 
French Quarter drinkeries whose 
barkers once yelled, ‘Floor show 
now going on the more you ap- 
plaud the more you see.’ 

The Sally Rands and Gypsy Rose 
Lees of local fame have draped their 
chassis with more clothes than a 
Floradora Girl ever owned. For 
bare appeal the girls are substitut- 
ing fancy costumes to keep the e!- 


forth in 
but the 


'bgy-benders in a merry mood. 


his 
(16) 
Reyer 
tease shows 
New Orleans.’ 

Police orde 
resuit of nr 


all came about Wednesday 
when Police Superintendent 
ordered that ‘no more strip 
will be permitted in 


ved to be the 
groups 


belie 


Otests by 


church 





& 


« helena! 
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LATIN QUARTER, N. Y.. 


CFOLIES FANTASTIQUE’) 





Mitzi Haynes, Clarissa, Toni & 
Mimi Worth, Jery & Turk, Ben Yost 
Vikings (7), Mickey King, Corinne 
& Tito Valdez, Fredysons (7), Har- 
ald & Lola, Carol Raye, Hibbert, 
Byrd & LeRue, Wally Wanger Line, 
Don McGrane Orch, Ramon Mon- 
chito Orch; conceived by Lou Wal- 
ters; choreography by Mme. Natalie 
Komarova; $2 minimum, $3 Satur- 
days and holidays. 


Lou Walters, Mme. Natalie Koma- 
rova and Wally Wanger have con- 
trived an attractive nitery musical, 
blending New Orleans, Arabesque 
and Latin-American themes in a 
colorful, smartly-paced, production. 
They've gone so far into a legit mu- 
sical approach as to present the 
show in two acts, with a 10-minute 
intermission between the first and 
second portions. It’s a_ spectacle 
that amply justifies the high cost 
involved. Maintaining the strong 
accent on lookers, though with a 
minimum of nudity for a nitery, the 
spot will likely remain one of the 
big Broadway cabaret grossers. 

Lacking is a strong solo vocal 
turn, though the Ben Yost Viking 
crew of male singers is excellent in 
that department as a group. Com- 
pensating for the absence of any 
socko comedy single are a couple of 
first rate comedy dancing acts. Ob- 
viously aimed to impress via spec- 





tacular staging and specialized 
choreography and music, the pro- | 
ducers have clicked. 

Costuming is, of course, gorgeous 


with some $13,000 reportedly going 
into the display. In the second half 
the gals model silver fox, mink. 
ermine and white fox coats re- 
portedly on loan from I. J. Fox. 
First half opens against gay New 


Orleans background, with the flash 
line of girls appearing in a polka 


number while others lend additional 
authenticity to the Mardi Gras festi- 
val idea as masqueraders in varied 
costumes ~— pierettes, harlequins, 
flower vendors, etc. Mitzi Haynes, 
opening with a vocal, is followed 
by a bewildering array of chorines 


and principals in bizarre costumes 
Clarissa fills in nicely with a brief 
tambourine dance number. while 


Toni and Mimi Worth, tall femme 
dance team, follow in a swaying 
terp routine They click later in 
the second half, in the ‘Ballet on 
Fifth Avenue’ with a phoney strip 
which leaves them fully dressed in 
silk evening gowns. 

Jery & Turk, comic jitterbug 
terpers, the boy in an orange-and- 


green zoot suit with girl in crimson 


outfit, score handily with hoofing 
and mugging but hit their full 
stride only in the second half when 
a sailor comes on deck to neck the 
dame 

The Fredysons, group of seven 
tumblers, offer fast, clever high 
somersault routines. One of the 
boys does a triple somersault back- 
wards, from a springboard, to land 


in a chair perched on top of three 


understanders. Mickey King, girl 
aerialist, holds attention with her 
acro work on the rope in midair 
and then clinches with a series of 
lurns using one arm as the ax 
about which she revolves. Howeve! 
it remained for Corinne & rito 
Valde mashing acro-adagio tean 
end Harald & Lola, with a 
novelty snake dance in the 





dazzling ‘Abrabian Nights” produc- 
uon number to climax the first 
half Both Corinne and Tito look 
as if they have been around before 
though not listed as a team in 
‘Vi iety’ files Girl, an arresting 
blonde, and partner are polished 
lerpers. They get off to a rousing 
Start in the ‘Arabian Nights’ num- 
be: where the girl is. somewhat 
Garingly gowned. In the corking 
‘Bolero’, second halt. they come 
through again for a big score with} 
exciti acro-ballroomology and a 
ype of Spanish tango 

H 1 } xed ro a ¢ 
te ‘ l é { ( 
‘ é ) : ¢ ties P 
e' ( | l costumed ) i 
Close ! nake outfit, wit art 
¢ bP vt 1 Black Wizard ho 
turned the former Princess oa 
cot 

‘Bolero’ wit! musical arrange 
me! credited to George Kamaroff 
iS a smartly staged production num- 
ber bringing the line on in black 


lace and ruffles. Carol Raye (New 
Acts), warbler, tries with a couple 
of tunes followed by Jery & Turk, 
Who precede the eye-filling ‘Ballet 
on Fifth Avenue’ number in which 


‘ ey 
we fashion Mannequins and Mme. 
amarova’s ballet figure promi- 
nently, 

i} - ™ 
ar ibbert, Byrd and LeRue are 
emong the standout turns in this 


fines stanza, where an apparently 
team — conventional ballroom 
+ andl fecomes mixed up with a 
sults — fine acro-comedy_ re- 
the flo ee is first chased all over 
McGrane ( “A a waiter and Don 
it Seemenas oe band leader) before 
of the — apparent that he’s part 
doxic: r yg Acro work in this para- | 
cay titled ‘Champagne Waltz’ 


ik > . 
tS exceptional ‘ 
comedy al, apart from the 


Ben Yost 
cor 


») 


& Vikings, in navy offi- 
uniforms, follow with a 
seiiehanhe ; 

Amen tunes such as 
een, ‘Caissons’, 


series 
‘Anchors 
etc., winding up! 


| the entire cast on 


| Audrey Zimm, 


;and as a unit. 


| theme 


with ‘We're All in the Same Boat 
Now’ ‘by Jerry Livingston, Al Hoff- 
man, Milton Drake) which brings 
in uniforms of 
WAACS, soldiers, sailors, 
the finale. Graphically 
the small 


nurses, 
ete. for 
spotted on 


and behind the band is the Ameri- | 
can flag in a picture frame setting. | 


Same stage is also cleverly used 
earlier for a living ‘Spirit of ‘76 
portrait. 


Don McGrane orch 
ton singing) provides lively dance 
music well as musical support 
for the performers while Ramon 
Monchito’s aggregation, alternating, 
takes care of Latin-style dansaption 
in bangup style. Mori. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


(Pamela Brit- 


2 
ae 


New Orleans, Dec. 18. 
Ted Lewis Orch, with Geraldine 


stage above} 


} 
| 


| 
j 


| Sawon-Samniy 


Du Bois, Byron Kay & Louise Glenn, | 


Lindsey. Laverne & 
Betiy, Sammy Birch, Reed Sisters, 
Harmonettes, June Edwards, ‘Snow- 
ball’ Whittier. 

Ted Lewis comes to the town’s 
top night spot once a year as regu- 
larly as Santa Claus, and when he 
coes the swank nitery reaps a joyful 
harvest Current offering up 
to 60 minutes of solid entertainment 
in which the acts, picked shrewdly 
for novelty appeal, click individually 
They're heavy on eye 


adds 


appeal, too. 

Lewis, battered high hat, cane, 
etc., starts the show on its merry 
way with a bit of philosophy on the 
‘Be Yourself.’ The band 
then swings into ‘St. Louis Blues,’ in 
which Lewis gives the spotlight to 
Tony Parenti, clarinetest, whose 
home is N. O. 
the orch at the Liberty theatre here.) 
‘St. Loo’ is followed by 
Doodle Dandy,’ the maestro handling 
the vocal. 

Next 


on is ‘Snowball’ 
whose 


tap routine gets 
palm pounding. Geraldine DuBois, 
pert singer, gets hot on ‘Let’s Be 
Buddies’ and ‘My Mother Would 
Love You’ to rate bows 

Byron and Glenn, smart ballroom 
catch plenty of attention with 
their nifty terping. Girl works most 
of the classy routines on her toes. 
Lindsey, Laverne and Betty start 
elr turn with a snappy can-can, 
and then earn bravos with their 
twisting, pirouetting and whirling 
Band then takes the briefly 
with Glenn Miller’s arrangement of 
the ‘Anvil Chorus,’ followed by lit- 
tle Audrey Zimm, whose _ baton 
twirling is one of show’s_ top 
moments. 
Three 
monettes 
the 
and 
rangement 
Sammy 
vides the 


mouthings 


plenty of 


quo, 


t} 


spot 


Reed Sisters 
provide 


and Har- 
pleasing vocals, 
former with ‘White Christmas,’ 
the latter doing a novel ar- 
of ‘Song of India.’ 
Birch, pantomimist, pro- 
comedy, going through 
and gestures while rec- 
ord plays and gives appearance that 
he’s doing the vocalizing. June Ed 
wards. acro dancer with nice chassis 
gets terrific hand 
Lewis contributes 
‘If I could Shake 
Me Arthur ‘ followed 


There vhich show Wiha 


patriotic ditty, 

Hands’ with 
by ‘Over 
atte 

tunef 


up 


peiow-tne-boraer ong 


Shang-Ri-La, Philly 


Phi 

Hal & Honey 

Jacl Ches 
phisticated Ladies (3) 

(6), Victory Girls (12), 
Orch (10), Oliver 

Band (6): no cover, 


ladelph a. Dee 19 

Bee. Jean Worth. 
(4) So- 
Pupi Dancers 
Dick Whar- 
De iD ca 


aimners 


ey. Copelands 


ton 
Rhumba 
$1 uj 

nt is on the sigh 


this ses} M 


selves out trving 
Hal and Honey Bee are o: 
They re plenty attractive. e pecial 
the gal Routine 
from. jitterbugging 
adagio featuring difficult ac1 
The Copelands, quartet ol 


working skaters, whirl around 


A 


runs ne gamul 
to a 8 
ovatics 
hard- 


on 


tinv rink in a socko routine 

Comedy is provided by the three 
Sophisticated Ladies, femn version 
of the Ritz Brothers, who take a ter- 
rible beating as they toss each other 
about 

Dick Wharton, well known 1n 


Philly. does a capable job of m.c.'ing 
as well as leading his 10-man crew 
in accompanying the show and 
dancing 

Victory Girls, line of lookers and 


talented dancers, scOre in two pro- 
duction numbers staged by Guy 
Martin Lull musie provided by 
Oliver DelDuca’s rhumba aggrega- 
Lion 
House jammed at Saturday dinnel 
wilt 


Whittier, | 


(Tony used to conduct | 


- * seen el | philosopher—On-Too-Long. 


| Savona King, Doris Sandberg, Betty 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. | 
; | 


Nick & Arnold and Johnny Bog- 
giant present George Hale’s revue, 
starring Elsa Maxwell, Dean 
Murphy, with Marina iKoshetz). 
Ellsworth & Fairchild, Carole & 


Sherod, Gilbert Russell. & Conover 
Girls (Lynn Reilly, Wynne Stanley, 


| Apple, Patti Robbins); Emil Coleman | 
land 
| Harold 
| Hoagy 


Panchito orchestras; 
Rome (Miss 
Carmichael-Paiul Francis 

Giovani D’Anzi-John 
Latouche, Maria Griever-Raymond 
Leveen, Joseph Meyer-Carmen 
Lombardi-Eddie de Lange, David 
Gallop;  orchestra- 
tions, Ray Sinatra, David S. Drubeck, 


songs, 
Maxwell), 


Webster, 


Harry Molin. Coleman: costumes, 
Billie Livingston: sit.ows at dinner, 
midnight end 2 a. m.:; table dhote | 
dinner, $2.50 aid $3.50 «Sat.) supper | 


minimum. 


The Versailles, too, is falling into 
the girl show idiom once again, 
what with business being as sirong 
as it is, and the demands for any- 
thing with an s.a. flair paying off 
well. Result. a deft Georgie Hale 
revue, capped by Elsa Maxwell for 
the supper nonsense. returning here 
aiter some five or six yeurs when 
she made her nitery debut with 


George Jessel. Withal a strong b.o. 
setup that will do plenty of business. 

Co-star in this instance isn’t as 
auspicious as Jessel, of course, but 
Dean Murphy is an adequate if some- 


what verbose mimic. He _inter- 
sperses his impressions with too 
much jive. He strives for a novel 
approach, and he doesn't insult the 
audience’s intelligence, incidentally, 
but in this hectic age of cafe stan- 
dards, he’s overdoing the spiel. He’s 
au courant and literate. but after | 


it's all said and done, he’s a Chinese 
His high- 
Mrs. 


lights remain Jimmy Stewart. 
Roosevelt, the rest is persiflage. 

Components are basically — solid. 
The Hale production is showmanly. 
Miss Billie Livingston’s costumes | 
are ultra; she gets a ‘by 20th-Fox 
courtesy’ billing now, 

For the rest, the Conover 
Cover Girls don’t par their pre- 
tentious billing but are OK unto the 
purpose thereof Marina, daughter 


SIX 


of Nina Koshetz. the Russe concert 
singer. is an excellent soprano. She 
warbles ‘Stars in Y« Eyes’ and 
‘Estrelita’, her openings nt. in fine 
voice Same goes for Gilbert Rus- 
sef on vocal quality Of excellent 
voice. his photo stills suggest he’s 
put on weight which. if pared,, 
would improve his juvenility, for 


he, too, is of sturdy stuff. His treat- 


ment of ‘Misbehavin’ Lady (Where 
Did you Get Those Misbehavin’ 
Eves? )’ ive wav to an s.a. se- 
quence with the coryphees, parred | 
by Ellsworth & Fairchild with their 
tiptop quasi-Apache routine. Cos- 
tuming here asserts its worth, espe- 


cially the man’s rue de Lappe getup. 


Cerole & Sherod round it out with 
terp taps They're a blonde sister 
act. making for nice rhythmic inter- 


lude 
Hale has 


« > 19ed some excellent 





reutines, from rhumba to a_ taps 
treatment of ‘Persian Garden’ (for 
the sister act) and. in toto, has 
tte together a compact revuette. 
The Versailles’ theorv—-and right- 

\ | that it doe business regard- 
ne ¢ é f ons. Miss Max- 

‘ fro. dnight on, plays games 

1 cavorts er usual un-sylph- 
like anner. She's the gravy for the 

r 

Dansapation in the capable 
hands of the seasoned Emii Coie- 
ma eteral of tne nitery wars, 
nd Panchit Rhumba, here for 
( € x years or so Elevated, and | 
eservedly to the No l hosting | 
ot Robert. mn hat Alfred has| 
iftec inique—and Robert 

( e € eeters who's as 

hle ¢ ‘ ead! € 

P ¢ more 3i7 excellent 

te A 
¢ r« But 


{ARINE ROOM, CHI 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 


( ay. 1( 
( R ‘ Russ 
OQ 19 De Dor- 
D é (8). Richard Gordon, 
] ‘ ( i We l He T oOupe (5): 
m $1.50. cone 75c; Saturday 

and hotlide $1] 

Ru Ss Morg: n’s Orchestra 1s ideally 
uile for t s he tiful room His 

é ft ¢ iX 101 ection adds im- 
r at o the effec veness of 
his isi He eS ( tunes with 
lew and al gement for the most 

1 re € ité l Mi y ana 
juiet nanne! Beside waving 
bat Morga! t piano and 
trombone, and o emcees Vocals 
are provided by Vera Lane and 
George Devron 

Dorothy Dorben has concocted 
two colorful routines for her line 
of girls, who open with fan-waving 
number done to ‘In a Chinese Tem- 
ple Garden’ and Tschaikowsky’s 
‘Nutcracker Suite’ vhich Inez 
Clevijo does baiiet terlude Sec- 
( re } Dé 1 é pe ‘ aone to 
She ake ‘Gol Ave hallet | 


| during 


| Johnny 


| decided 


| Davis replaced 


| stress 


music. Both are lavishly 
with socko results 

Richard Gordon, favorite 
baritones three numbers, encoring 
with ‘Little Bit of Heaven’, with 
Morgan at piano. Leaves the patrons 
wanting more. 

Wen Hai Troupe share in honors. 
scoring heavily with expert barrel 
juggling, contortion work and acro- 
batics. Finale had Gordon singing 
Chinese marching song, ‘Chee-Lai.,’ as 
several newsreel clips are flashed on 


'a small screen accompanied by the 


orch and the entire company. Clips 
could be eliminated to advantage 
Otherwise show is excellent. Betty 
Gray, organist, is at the 
intermissions. 


GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 


Morg. 





Herb Shriner, Arlene Thompson, 
Andrews, Nitza & 
George Dosier. Hal Saunders 
and Joe Pafumy's Rhumba 


$1.50 mininium. 


Band; 


Herb Shriner, the voung goof 
comic who has been doing so well on 


the ‘Camel Caravan’ (CBS). didn't 
do so well here opening night (17). 
He didn’t have a c#fe act, and. on 
top of that, wholly unsuited to this 
rather noisy room. Only a brassy 
comedian could make good here, and 


Shriner just ain't that type. 
Evidently realizing that. Shriner 
didn't try to beat himself up against 
the inevitable. ®Byv Friday night he 
he would be beiter off if 
he scrammed. The Be!lmont-Plaza’s 
management released him and Rufe 
for five days. Now 
the spot is looking for another comic 
to take Davis’ place tonight (Wed.). 
Otherwise, this downstairs room is 
presenting a nice floorshow. 
Thompson is a good-looking 
who capably delivers 
Up the Band,’ ‘This Is Worth Fight- 
ing For’ and, sans the mike. a walk- 


song- 





Arlene | 


‘Strike | 


ing version of ‘Dearly Beloved. 
Nitza and Revel are a flashy ball- 
room team in the Spanish idiom. 
Their rhumba, waltz and castanet 
dances are all good. 

As per the custom here. one of the 
colored waiters is called up to sing. 
It was George Dosier this time and } 
he has a rich ba that does excel- 
lently by ‘Old Man River’ and Old 
Black Jos There was a time that 
the other waite) yperated as a 
glee club, but that’s not the case in 
this show since most of the outfit has 
been depleted by Uncle Sam 

Johnny Andrews, who plays the 
piano in the cocktail lounge of the 
hotel, was enlisted for the m.c. chore 
in the big room. He does a wholly 
creditable job and experience will 
teach him to slow up his wordage a 
bit. 

Hal Saunders has been here for 
some time and does a competent mu- 
sical job for both the show and the 
dancing. Joe Pafumy’s crew pro- 
vides the rhumbas Scho. 

° + 

Jimmy Kelly’s, N. Y. 

Glenda Hope, Helen Holmes, Mar- 
garet Gray, Lorna Rhode, Faith Ar- 
len, Renee, Rosita & Romero, Mildred 
Perlee, Eleanor R ell, Mona Cha 
veZ, Momart > Boy (2) Joe ( ppeto 
Orch J): $2-52.50 meu 

Jimmy Kells spot on Sulliva 
street is help y to spal the Village 
upbeat with the « re! hov Ob 
viously geared for the lat ind afte: 
theatre trade, p ent 1] oing 
ovel well ilso th the dinner 
crowd. 

irtually an all 1 lineup not 
t heavily draped Or de of the 
ert Glenda Hope e specialt 
cis ana ¢ cé a ) landings 
ni Y ’ i f i \ 

| 

Helen | t the 
Don't Y I 4 il ] 
Didn't C G 
and clic] L i Rhode paretoot 
dance offe the approat 
to an Orient i > with chassis 
exposure Marga Gi ioing 
‘hut erfly’ dai e, St picu 

by her scanty co 

Rosita & Romero att ctive ball- 
roomologi . registe t a typical 

altz and rhumba despite the limited 
floor spac Rei k py 
attire. ofiers S th American vwing- 
eroo terps effort She's olid, but 
appears to be ' under wrap 
Mona Chavez. with a Spanish cas- 
tanet snecialty, and Mildred Perlee. 
with a high-kick pecialty. round out 
the femme portion. Momarte Boys, 
two Irish balladists. click with their 
songs. including ‘White Christmas’ 


and ‘Here We Go Over There Again,’ 
latter an original t with a lilt. 
Thev’re veterans here, but solid 

Joe Cappelo’s compact band plays 


une 


for the show and dancing. Leader is 
a first-rate warbler. and ombo is 
deally suited for t} not W é 


console ! 


Revel, | 
Orch | 


costumed | AQUARIUM, N. 1 - 


here, | 


Jameson, 
zr, 32 


Dan 
Karol, 


Ralph 
Bond 


Healy, 
Angle 
mum, 


no cover. 


With a no minimum, 
this restaurant-nitery 
Square is one of the 
the Stem when one 
the pop food prices. 
an eatery, but that’s 
that 
little attention is given, though 
budget, of course, is modest. 

For instance, the present 
has Dan Healy as the emcee. 


no 
on 

best 
also 


not to 


entertainer, 
and 


Broadway 
vaudeville 


as a 
niteries, 


that once made 
Having recovered 
siderably from the illness that 
most became his final booking 
summer, Healy is making his 
date here since then. 


spark 
headliner. 


The rest of the bill is well diversi- 
Ralph Jameson, an 
operetta-type tener with a powel iul 


fied, comprising 


voice that could be used to better 
advantage, peilap: without the 
mike This is a low-ceilinged spot, 


and a booming voice such as Jame- 


reverberates cdeafeningly w 
a mike He has highly listena 
pipes under normal conditions, h¢ 
ever 

Fay singer 
way 


Karol is a young 
pops, a looker with a neat 
lilting a tune: she’s a click. 
Angie Bond Trio are three sist 
who sing and _ instrumentalize 
Okay response. The bill is rounc 
out by the 3. Bluejackets, 
colored male hoofers who 
the usual vein for dancers 
type. They go Over. 

The Barry 
for show and the customer hoofi 
Kah 


are 


of 


CURLY’S, MPLS. 


him 
cone- 
al- 
last 
first 


Fay 
Blue- 
jackets, Barry Bros. Band; no mini- 


cover, 
Times 
buys on 
considers 
It’s essentiaily 
injer 
the show is something to which 
the 


layout 
Healy 
will be recalled from his many years 
in 
musical 
| cornedy, and he still retains much of 
| the 


ith 
ble 
Wwe 


of 


of 


The 


ers 
to 
led 


+} > 
Lihat’ 


in 


this 


Bros. play adequately 


ng. 


l. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12 


‘Kniohts of Note’ (5), Ju 


Lwny Hega, 


Ted & Art Miller, Colette, Ethel 
Shutta: no cover or minimum 

TI nitery bounces back into the 
big-time running with Ethel Shutta, 
the singing comedienne playing her 
econd engagement in town She's 
till tops here evidenced by the 
receptions she’ ettin 

In keeping wiih the time Viiss 
Shuita is steering clear of the more 
frivolous songs. She starts with a 
little ditty confessing ‘Shutta m no 
spring chicken. setting her into the 
customers’ good aces immediately. 
Her second cfferins. ‘Let’s Be Pals,’ 
is addressed to the boys in uniform. 
I'm Old Fashioned’ permits an ef- 
fective aramatic_ interlude. For 


the livelier 
good finisher. 


change of pace, 
thing I Got’ is a 
Jimmy Hegg. emcee fixture 
turns over his chores for 
to Ted Miller, who dces_ oki 
uatin his introductions w 

ags and orie laughs 


comoine i 


he 
1€ 


the 


punct 


he and his brt 


‘Every- 


re, 


week 


Ly, 
+} 
iin 


Later 


or 





New Act 





CAROL RAYE 
SUT S 
4 Mins. 
Latin Quay New 


te: York 





Grade-B Bands 





Continued from page 1 = 


Sam's ‘Gre 
ths 


at are be 


sVeabia 4 


yi¥ 
( ns, W} 


job. That prevails 
themselves 


th enthusiasm fora! 


: , 
tnougn 


even 


eplacements ( ont } 


ng 
As leader put it not long a 
‘In the past few months I've 
out of 14 men, but now I've 
best band I ever had.’ 
Bigger, known 
bands have trouble 
vithout exception, they require 
ablest men available to play 
tricate arrangements that have est 
yn top. These bands 
venstant @eplacements, 


one 
iost 
got 

petter precis 


more 


the 


hed then 


} ed DY 


et- 
e- 


ier 


icw 
+ he 


ast 
ZO, 
12 


ihe 


ion 


Almost 


the 

line 
ab- 
ure 


a 





sae Sea eee 


FF ee eee a 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 23, 19142 














Variety Bills 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 25 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


ims Orc! 











Loew Cabaret Bills 


Linda Fagen 











NEW YORK CITY) Modernaires 


Wyse & 


NEW YORK CITY 


State (24) 


WASHINGTON 
‘arland 2 


Mann Capitol (25) Aquarium Rest. | Havana-Madrid 
Mitzi Green Rhythm Rockets Ale .a ) } Noro Morales Ore 
Jackie Miles Patricia Bow in | Sa \ ielsoln Rosita Dies 

















Town Criers 


PITTSBURGH De Vasconcellos joan Eleal Rayito De Sol 
Stanley (25) Vie Hyde ; Bil Bertolotti’s Oscar Lopez 
Ray Hutton Frank Gaby } Kathryn Harvey | P mt to & Lilon 
Jack Durant David Ahder | kive } Pepito Ore 
\ d | icbase House 
Pr Ellis | Milton Page 
Lyi larianne } Ancil Sweet 
Nor ero | Jean Murray 
aramount Pat |} Larry Bennett Ore 
tie Stuart } Hotel Astor 
Dom Syivio Ore | (Astor Roof) 
Rob © | Jan Savitt Ore 
— ‘ . — . ibill's Gay 90's Lorraine Benson 
, a ” 
oe a ¥ Li os > _ R Ktuei Giloer Cocktail Lounge 
Woody Herman Bd} Billie Hallida aah Mg eng 2 He D Bet t 
Hazel Scott ih. Heans & Susie pled eddie . | ote > cimon 
Acromaniacs 12 Zephyrs Bet e Graue . Plaza 
Henning MIAMI Gay 90's Quartette (Glass Hat) 
CHICAGO Olympia (23-26) | Cafe Life Shirl Thomas 
Chicago (25) Nelson & Wilso1 |} Diane Courtney Jack Marshall 
Brown Band toy Rogers tis - be - soy yarns Aa 
Sy bi 3 s} “he , oan annen é é os 
Pope a Lesule ney Sis | Bobby Parks Ore Joe Pafumy Ore 


| Leonardo Ore 


| Cafe Society 


Hal Saunders Ore 


Yvette Hotel Biltmore 








! (Midtown) 
Zero Mostel 


Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 


Hazel Scot 
RKO |B & E Kraft Hotel Commodore 
| Bill Moore Trio (Ceatury Room) 


| Teddy Wilson Ore Four V's 





1 | Cafe Society Lee Sisters 


ry Ore 


Reuban & Alicia 


Helen Holmes 


et Gray 


Dorothy Manners 


Carmen DeRivero 


Ray Heatherton Orc Carita 





Oid Roumaastlas 


' 
| 
| Sadie Banks 


| Joe LaP Ore 
er } Ginger L ] 
3 Place enante 
2 } Je i 
=5° | B irie 
\ de Costa 


Art Tubertin! 


ricia 
Queen Mary 
it Ore i To 
Dees J ‘ 
‘ a ; A ~ 
= Ca ‘ ’ el 
ete ! > Wallace 
on Queens Terrace 
> Poste: 
Susar c 


Le 
Ned 1 arvey Ore 


Russ Smith Ore 
Vera Sanoff 


* 
Julio's Irmeard & Alan 
, Rainbow Inna 
ee Chick Darrow 
.e . “ 
Helenita Rivera a ' be ~~ : 
Orc peg hs = 
~ Deris Rub 
Kelly’s Ear! Lindsey Gls 
Sid Saunders Cre 


Roada Or 


ell Leo Reisman Ore 
lee Walton & O'Rourke 
leanne French 
Rosita & Romero Inne Dee e 
‘I Da 
Riebamba 
Ta ! nat 
‘apello Ore Chandra Kal Ders | 
Kelly's Stable Romo Vin 
Ware 3 \ Graham 
hite Nat Brandwynne O 


Chavez © 
Rogers Corner 


Thelma Carpenter Korn Kobblers 

Geo Woods Orc Juan Makula Ore 
La Conga rrankie Little 

Georgie Price Harry Lefeourt Ore 
i Harold Riehards 

Carter & Kathie ltaurbary Coast Boys 

Claire & Arena Jennne Claire 


Charlie Cartile 
Jolinn 


Roval Casino 


Fears 
Jane Kean 





sddie Bernard 


est Franz Ore 


Phillips 


Suiuhew Grill 


Rainbow Room 





Pineapple O 


(eo Sterneyv Ore 
Jack Harris Ore Andrews Sis 
La Martinique Pege 





Peter Bodge Ore 
| Boyd Heathen 
iR & V Pickert 

| The Rays 


Maxine Br & Bobby 


Casa Manana 
(Musical Bar) 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 
Copley Plaza 
(Oval Room) 
Eddy Oliver Ore 
Sheila Larrett 
Ray & Naldi 
(Colonial Room) 
Tohn Kirby Or 


Copley Square Hotel 


(Music Box) 
Adrian Rollini (3) 
fonnny Cole 
Hellmans 
Tanya 
Virginia Hayes 
Peggy Hangarter 

(Gr''l) 


| 
Paul Zara Ore 


Crawford House 
P Sandiford Ore 


Fox & Hounds Clab 


Don Dudley Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bostonian 
i Michaels Ore 
Nona teedy 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 
Tack Davis 
Eileen Hunter 
Hotel Essex 
Ruddy Smith's Ore 
Tack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Dorothy Dennis 
Sally Harris 
Dot Dunlea 
Paul Sis 
Hotel Lenez 
Rob Hardy Ove 
Gloria Carroll 
Guy Principato 


CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Reom) 
Art Kassel Ore 
Gloria Hart 
Ray Pike 
H. Smith Gls 
(Tavern Room) 
Edith Lorand Ore 
Blackhawk 
Chico Marx Ore 
Skip Nelson 
Toy & Wing 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Chick Fioyd Ore 
Edith Caldwell 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Dram Km) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Jolene 
Nan Vincent 
Helen Douglas 
Elaine Morrison 
(Vendome Room) 
Oscar Elgart Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Tony Bruno (re 
Don Rico Orc 
Don Arden tev. 
4 Eartes 
Naah & Fvans 
Roberta Raymond 
Neil Fontaine 
(Lounge) 
Annette Leonard 


Newell & Stager 
Savoy 

Sabby Lewis Ore 
ven Seas 


Kar! Rhode Ore 
Dianne Deemas 
Legary & La Tina 
Uni Doyle 
Dave Williams 
Letty Sal 
Steuben's 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Oro 
Harold & Lola 
Carl & Fay Simpson 
Zoska 
Jimmy Marr 
Doris Abbott 
The Cave 
Jack Fisher Ore 
Tamara Doriva 
Golden Pair 
Frankie Brooks 
Jimmy Marr 
Pirettes 5 























BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


Don Fielding Ore 
Neva Patterson 


Jack Herbert 
































Grace rd 


Independent } Siew Sar Ue | ras ans 


sselle Farley 





ae NT 


bape a 


Rese 











NEW YORK CITY The Ma : ‘alae (Cocoanut Grove) 
. ” 2 <a ell 
Music Hall (24) | ELIZABETH ahs , B Ru sell 
Ima Kaye | Liberty (24-27) Jack Dempsey’s ee ee ee 
Matlin - |) Robie Garr & ie Mug va t We erie Piro ‘Baeet } 
itier’s Bricklay'’s| pyaj, \ : . Sands | azarae o ast lanos 
Gifford | . m= rst ‘ |} Arturo Arturos Ore 
e ‘ ) *) i 2 - ° > + y ¢ ~ o 
& Armstr’g | ¢.) ; ; i Ro MacLean Betancourt Ore 
“Broadhurst (23) | ry, _ bh M Hert 3 Bunny How ard 
4 ar a | ~ ‘ 
ia Jesse} HOLLY Woop Di: amond Horseshoe Mey alm) 
aley - ° é floctor —theapehs cre 
Logan El Capitan (26) VW : ( at |} Jack Reynolds 
De Marcos i ten Marre ee ag ' Sandro Rosati 
Bros 1G “A fa, : me Spee Bennett Green 
Williams | Marie Wil loa "ee | Jerry Green 
Colleano | Hoffmea - Batine Wells } Runny Howard 
& Shirley 'Fred Sa : , Hotel Pennsyl!vanta | 
e Ni | Ml Dixie ST ik a ie | (Cafe Ronge) 
Roxy 1 Ro 1) “yw am ayes Bob Allen Ore 
e " W — » & Ashour | y Rodriguez Ore 
Rot iealen ( r ! Hotes Piterre 
nar er} J 1) , : (Cotillion Hoom) 
Ras Bros | Julia R. Ped i 
Windsor (25) \ un M 1 June M ; Sta v Melba Ore 
McIntyre O | : The 2 ‘sreat ba Hotel Plaza 
tle Tough Guys lim O' Rrier Br a Fra s (Persian Room) 
es & Smiles }Park & Clin | ee das Hildegarde 
Wain | M: dee & R ? ‘ Bob Grant Ore 
Rice Kar x } ; Ba Hotel Roosevelt 
BROOKLYN Rentfre ‘ bey is L’ t G ymbardo Ore 
Flatbush (25) IG amourk no xr O |} Walter Perner Orch 
Dunham Orc} Carlton Kelss« oO} Sid, Ore | Hotel Savoy Plaza 
, ( ostello PASSA oomeny Dwyer's (€ vr Lounge) 
é layton elie 4 " na p 
y eee Central (24) Rob = | Pa + 
th & Dale eet © Is| Pat O'Shea Hotel Sheraton 
» s0bbYN iverne Cire rliene | 
ee 7. Sadie Geek oe a = a Room) 
Maxwells Sydell & Spotty Frances O'Connell | Noble & King 
Sherr _ PROVIDENE Marie Date Terri Blanchard 
Billy & Vivian Metropolit'n (25-27 Dorotl Mack | Tewnsmen Ore 
Moore & _ Bergh Best Foot F'r'd 1 Martene Fr is Hotel St. Moritz 
Mayfair (26) READING Pa Va 11 i Harrison Ore 
ce Ming Lo; Capitol (24-26) El Clileo } Dolores De! Carmen 
M ixwells Farrell ' “ ap Dp ta & Valero j Hotel St. Regis 
Sherr Primrose & Gola cH | (iridium Room) 
\ _ bs ian |Sammy Whit yi ta O | Ethel Smith Ens 
e rgh | Wilfred Dubo Ju lose Saro |} Paull Sparr Ore 
“TONG ISL. AND | an , Ines 1 Trio | (Maisonette) 
Jamaica (24-5 & TERBURY Tu inahria Or} Bob Terry Ore 
ppy Barra Boys Pa Poli’s (23-21) Fl Morocco Freddy Miller Ore 
sllits Circus | 5 Ay ; ( ( Ore Hotel Taft 
Houghti ns | t * ~ a Ne 3 ( ( Vincent Lopez Ore 
ully & Thomas Ena yee Andre | Hotel Waldort- 
es & Dale | i" | Ww 1 e Cha : 1 | Astoria 
Lynbrook (25-26). | ui famous Door | Wedgwood Room 
Stan Sherr | WOONSaK KET 7. ta | Frakson 
Ginger Boyer | New Park (25-%%, ? s Wa 5 Rosario & Antonio 
to fill | Sand Lar Co R Steve Ore Lena Roway 
Sunnyside (27) 1 Bob Ho Tent T Ore Mischa Borr Ore 
tan Sherr Long «& Short Greenwir oh Village | Na us Ore 
Ginger Boyer 3 ~ art } inn Iounge Rest. 
t M 1el Zarin Ore 


BRIDG EPORT | WORt ESTER 


Hotel Warwiek 


Lyrie (25-27) Plym uth (21 (Raleigh Room) 
Re is oO v teorge 
Da $ - Hurrie ane 
an 








Rexer 


Biss 
Hotel Park Centra: _Paree 


h 


Sure Club 


ory 


» Kar 


Babette’s 


Benson's 


“ “Cliguot ¢ lub 





Morocco 


heomber 
lin 








: . (Village) Marylin Duke Cabot & Dresden 
BOSTON Fredericks Co Baby Hines Ziggy Talent 3 3 Stanley Twins 
Boston (24) (22-24) | Albert Ammons R & E Reyes Mimi Kellerman Alan Drake 
Gray Orch Duke Ellington O Pete Jonmnson 
8 Sailors Patterson & Jack Connie Ber 
Bonnie Baker Al Guste1 Je ho Quintet 
Georgie Tapps Lillian FitzGerald iL & L Young Ore INDEPENDENT 
‘ 4 iin 7 LEA 
r ki = ‘ o DAYTON | Casbah BOOKING THE NATION’S DING 
‘rankie Masters ‘ o> | Don Maya, Ore 
Ruddy Clark Mesttiin & Winecs | Come fame | VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 
Radio Rogues Mary Small | Blanka } 
el oe : Le -arke La Belle Alexia | 
curename jae” Zeta, | Jascha Davidot A rw v 
Palace (25) — (18) George Sattan 
White Sd'ls Ray Kinney Orch Nadia & Sasha 
vat el Figg Se ES NEW YORK 
wareeet ren 5 Al sha Maids | Dmitri Matvienko PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
Bobby Whaling Co Bob Bromk | Kris Kav Ore } 
i Rand Pte & Carre | C. Codolban’s Ore 
Johnny Burke ge : Cerutti’s 
COLUMBUS ROCHESTER | Brickto 
Palace (29-31) Temple (25) | Garland Wilson Peter Rotunda Ore | Ray McGregor Sanabia Band 
oety ease Ore Frankie Masters O | adie St , Vaughn Monroe Ore i Ruban Bleu 
5 and Guy Kibbee | 4 Chanticleers | Hot Bergere Ore Maxine Sullivan 
~<a oo toe, | icl | el Dixle . 
Bobby Whaling Co.' Racketeers | Chateau Moderne | Teddy Powell Ore Eddie Mayehof 
| Maryon Dale | Peggy Mann Latin Quarter Ruth Bermar 
Dorot r inner “ Georgia Francis Delta Rhythm Boys 
W | Terrace 8 Sas =e Raison T Worth) P wrtia Morro 
Ure ‘re > 
Club 18 | ue arron Fredysons Tulius Monk 
amer nw White ——, Essex House Valdez| Herman Chiitison 3 
| emutiee duet Casino on Park) } Russian Kretchma 
| Bud Sweeney a bag Harold & Lola Daria Birse 
omny rg ¢ | } 
" : : : Carrie Finnel) Recta Lola Zalipskayo 
- ae on | ” PIT Ts BUR | Vince Curran Nancy Norman Bird & LaR/| Senya Karavaelff 
in De os Orc st “me RG He | Lillian Fitzgerald } Sammy Kaye Orc cing M Micho 
imy ee rc m ng (25) 7“ | tan Wapiti | Me my Newton N Matthey Ore 
(18) Jack Du a | Hazel McNulty } neue — womens Loe a —a 
Wald Ore Glen Miller Singers Gave Dixon Tal Nastia Poliakova 
y Jane Smith (18) nae ei 4 Blanchard ane A ings Misha Uall - ff 
im 3 Les Brown Orch 3 Oe risco . McIntyr - tac +? seg 
Gilford The Cress ’ | Gordon Andrews O° | 720? McIntyre Ore! re Vie Parisienne Spivy's Roof 
F k Palie Roche} le ” Bee! Frankie IFroeba Orc | re eg a nf 
i} \ “ seilan aes ° . ! r Hiday 
vil ADELPHIA Ww ASHING TON : 7 bya By | Hotel Lincoln & Mirko “kN es ae tgs Lb Fialliday 
barle (25 arle (25) Sop dash Sadie (Blue Room _* 
nmy Tucker Orc I Madriguera oO G ns ‘ B n Duke Ellington — : Sebastian ( a = e tub 
: Juvelys De M ur & Denise A sy Ann | Hotel McAlpin : 2 fae te re 
ore oyvs uri gros _ ~ A | (My ; “ Lu ny “pig : ey 
n Collier (18) Pearl Williams l aaa Holman lausto Curbelo Orc 
(18) | Roxyettes } Ar 7 d | Joh nny M ssner Ore ae a 
-astor re | The 1 -2-3 ? , Ti "lac 
Parton Oren |The Witiess | | pg Clue? | otal” New. Narkas © wade | sooner eee 
ana ¢ iarly |'Sheila Ba ” Copacabana (Terrace Room) avis Pat Ringe ’ 
a eee Benny Goodman Ore | Brock 
! oe — ‘ Bob Russell nt | Stran rolbert 
€or ' ge]! Ronny Roberts iba 3 4 Cl 


Ubangi Club 


E . 
; Tond « Lopez 
} } .% 
11> Wilso & Fron 
' ¢ bus { 
ef Versailles 
} ( e i (re 
ta } Par » Or 
| Elsa Maxwe 
etties } Dex Murp 
| Ma 
Carle | Elis “ 


Ore 


Blentons 
, 


Diane Davis 
rizt i 
pins Alka Ike 
A? Robir 
re Robins 


Wivel 


Chas Bowman Ore 


| 
Fete 
| 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Alpine Tavern As 


500 Cafe 
Margie | Mar Leoter 
Gi: ble s Inn 


| 
Ore | (Black Horse Pike) 
S et Brown 
Nan Demat 
| Monty Walker 
Renault | Bill Jennings 
Chas Newton Ore 
: & Day | Grob's Cafe 
suaportns Rill Ockenlancer 
| Herman's Music Bar 
| Al Miller 
Peach Orchard 
Club Willie Ja 
Duke J 
}Art S 


| (Palm Room) 
| Al Francis Ore 
i ; \ ra ’ NMiacdlonna 
>it Pally - Heo Tavern 
an | | (White Iierse Pike) 
’ ra . ' 
7 Clouds 


BOSTON 


Bliustrub’s 





Village Vi iaguard 
eddie | ? 


| Penn-Atlantic Hote} 


Ellise Cooper 
Blackstone Hoetel 
(Balinese Rm) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 

Patti Clayton 
(Mayfair Room) 
Neil Bondshu Ore 
Renee De Marco 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Bob Billings 
Brown Derby 
Rogers & Spruce 
Tay Voyl Trio 
Margie Kelly 
Beth Farreil 
Merry Maids 


P’chell & Blanks Or 


Ted Smith 
Chez Paree 
Sophie Tucker 
Dave Barry 
Mata &- Hari 


Callahan Sig 


Adorabies 
Lou Breese Ore 


Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Flo H ri 

Herbert 
lar ] lan 
Ca % l 
1> Estes 


Allan Coe 
Dave [ nell Ore 
Eddie oth Ore 
Colosimos 
I t ) ers 
1 & Mia 
Har Dunn 
Lee Re oo 
Don Lang Ore 
Drake Hotel 
(Camellia House) 
Val Ernie Ore 


i Murtagh Sis 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Wen Ha rroupe 
June Howaré 


Dick Gordon 
Dorben Gls 

Eitel’s 
Octette Ore 


i r er Tutte 
i Ino Lutton 


¢  vULEVELAND |S 


Alpine Village 
be Seals 
Woods & Rray 


| Myron Ryat 
R 


tuyette Troupe 
Rruce Norman 
Willie Matthia 
Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kaiil 
Hotel Carter 


Hotel Cleveland 
Timmy Joy Ore 


Hotel Hollenden 
Doraine & Ellis 
Randoiph 
Hollywood Co-Eds 
Carinen de Aragon 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 


(Book Casino) 
Dolores Ore 
Tito Coral 
fromez & Beatrice 
Ade Duval 

(Motor Bar) 
Four Senators 





Harvey Stone 


Maric Del Ca en 


Ben: R Ore 
Brass Rail 


Gwendolyn Veausell 


Opalita & Garela 


Jackie Heller 


Griff Williams Ore 
The Hartmans 
Jeanne Guest 





( illege Int 
€ 


Juanita 


Geo Scherban Ore 





Oop By 


© Orc | 
| Harlem H landers 
ua Or} 


Charles Wick Ore 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
E’kine Butterworth 
Versatilians Ore 





Geo ge Pons 





Tic-Toe 
Reggie Childs Ore 


Vasilieff Singers 
Rathskellar 
Louie & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Magley Girls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
885 Club 
Billy Vine 
Chauste Shea 
Burion Twins 
Mark Talent Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Downbeat Rm 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Helsings 
(Vodveil Lounge) 
Nick Lucas 


Hope Lawrence 
Chet Robles 
lvanhoe 
“orence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawalians 
Helen Sumner 
’Aigien 
Spiros Stamos Ore 


Murray & Simon 
Isobel de Marco 
La Salle Hetel 
(Pan-Am Roem) 
Al Chamberlain 
Tose Manzaneres O 


Latin Quarter 
V. Bragale’s Orc 
Eddie Pripps Ore 
Rex Owen 
Bernard Dancers 


Ruth Daye 
Palmer Heuse 
(Empire Room) 


tob Kirk 
Del Rios 


Congo Ore 
Club Mar-jo 


Lvdia & Joresco 
Bunny Hallow 

Lou Ashe 

Emilio Caceres Ore 


Club San Diego 
Tala Clifton 
Alfreda & lLeonoro 
Shirley Weber 
Sally Palmer 
Bob Hopkins 
Don Pedro Ore 

Club Three 666 
Three 606 Trio 
Count Leroy 
Bunny Briggs 
Three Shades Tan 
Sugar Cane 
4 Cracker Jacks 
Marcellus Wilson 
M ‘Swing’ Brown 
Prince Albert 
Taylorettes 8 
Joa-Anna Holmes 
George Sanders 
King Kolax Ore 
Club Three Trees 
Allen Drew 
‘Dink’ Patterson 
Snowball 
Irene Young 
Lucy Reed 
Dick Fowler 


Haymarket 
John Gallus 
Leola Tayler 
Tom Chatlles 
Me! Snyder 
June Daye 
Wally Joh! 
Charmettes Ore 
London Chop Hews« 
Ruth Petts 


Band Box 
Saidenberg 
tichard Thomas 
Billy Grey 
Mae Williams 
Chick Dent 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
June Kit’ Carson 
Rar of Musle 
Ann Triola 
Bill Hoffman 
Jan Clayton 
Edward Rebner 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bawl 
Ozzie Nelson 
Harviet Hilliard 
fd Ford & Whitey 
Paul Winchel) 
Liz Tilton 
Casa Manara 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Ore 
Kari Carrolls 
Happy Felton 
Jane Eltison 
Barbara Perry 
Wiere Broa. 
Dorethy Gardiner 
Dick Addison 
Beryl Wallace 
Aurora Miranda 
Shirley Wayne 
Rill Pri 
Coleman Clark 
41 Norman 
Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Fred Scott 
Three Peppers 


(Alpine Musical 
ar) 

Brownies 

Ann Smilte 


Phil Darcey (3) 
Benny the Bum’s 
Alina 

Reale Keenan 


Cleb Bali 
Alan Gale 
Balilovelies 
Karl Denny Ore 
Stuart & Lee 
Luis Fernandez Ore 
Helene Standish 

Bingham Heuse 
Chocolates 
Vocalaires 
Souny Williams 
Stratford Garden 





Abbott Gis 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwtn Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Stan Kenton Or 
Models | 
3 Makebelieves 
Alfred Flovad 
606 Club 
Paul Mal) 
Marcelle 
Ton & Ingbord 
lane Crosby 


Vera Allen 
Violet Strand 
Billie Beck 
Romayne 
Florenza 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3a 

Yar Rest 





Edmund Berkey } 
Lorraine Westfall 
Claudia Coralli | 


‘ an & Carol 
ammy Wi atkins 4 
—- ~ Statler 
— nton Ore 
La Pt Club 
hick Albergo Ore 
Lindsay’s Skyhar 


Anasteen Fla 3s 
Poison Gardner 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Hartnells 
Virginia Morgan 
Dorothy Dale 
Franc Reynolds 


700 Club 
Al Schenck 
Virginia Rae 
Don Walsh Ore 


Skeeter Palmer 

toy Swartz 

Earl Beaudrie 
se 

Anne Nag: 

Don & Jean Ford 


Pons & Claudette 

Chico 

Helen Dove 

Bobby Stevenson Or 
Club Conge 

Congoettes 





Larry Steele 
Una Mae Carl e } 
yrenza Rob soD } 
} 
I . “ | 
\ i f 


o 
—— 


(Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel) 
Valter Miller Orch 
Ben Franklin 


wr ike vten 
» Korda 


( t > yne 


iary Ann McCall 
silly Marshal! Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 
I i 0p tes (4) 
fiat opps Ore 
Het jue & A 


Dee Kell 
Joe Cat po 


Cadillas (6) 


Carmen's Musical 
Bar 

Dons Elliott 

Soub Mer l 

Rae Parker 
Carrou's 

Deroth Po 

Ala St 

dd BI 1 

(ea “3 ire 

Y 

} (ils 

> ‘ t x Durand 

j 4 A \ y 

College tnn 
J seul a 


Madeline Sheridan 


. a Kliaiss 

<) “sane Cafe 
Vv tian 
Te Lleir ‘ 
Billy Mi Kee 


Gems (3) 


Di Pintos 
Frankie Richardsen 
Honey Breen 
Ralph Michaels 
Katherine Behry G 
(Crescent fo) 

Pedro Blanco Ore 

Embassy 
Dolores King 
himbassyephs 
Madalyn White 
Frick Rhumba Ore 
Evelyn Daws 
Geo Clifford 

*at Sherlin Ore 
_ Germantown Bar 
Sam Price 
4 Blues 

(H Walton Roof) 
Rose Gallo 
Henny Youngman 
(‘antu 
Lorene Rhoda 
Bubbles Shelby 
Ruth Clayton 


Whalk 3 

l | s 

(sla I Gis 

I 2 1 a Ore 
( R © 





Ethel Howe 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Mickey's 
| Mack & Dyer 
Ernie Rich, m.e, 
Kay Travis 
Billie Richmond 
Ann Starr 
Martie Dutra 
Mickeyettes 
Joe lanket Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Jimmy Clark Ore 
Yalm Beach 
Gus Howard 
Evans Brown 


+™ 


R. & B. Powers 
Don Pablo Cire 
Royale 


Cordan & Sawyer 
Carolyn Marsh 
D & S. Jennings 
Irma Fairchild 
Roy Tracy 
Geo. Duffy Oro 
Sake 
Johnny Morrison 
Sammy Morris 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Madelon Baker 
Jackie Hibliard 
Mona Baxter 


Dave Wilbourne Of} Delbridge Ore 


Vernes 
Jimmy Rooney 
Frank Kenney 
Sally Palme 
Joyce Ann 
Don Carlos Ore 

Wonder Bar 
Jeanne Rand 
| Charles Costello Ore 
44 Vocations 





LOS ANGELES 


The Three Duanes 
Sugar Geise 
NTG's ‘Army’ 
Gertrude Niesen 
Diamond Bros 
Francis & Grey 
Jeanne Foreman 
M Marcellino Ore 
House of Murphy 
King Sisters 
Beth Reynolds 
Bob Murphy 


Louisiana 
Josephine Karl's R 
Wally Vernon 
Georgine Le Moyne 
Joette Robinson 
Margaret Lee 
Les Hite Ore 


Macambo Cafe 
Miguelito Valdes 
Phil Ohman Ore 

Palladium 
Gene Krupa 


Slapsy Maxies 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Archie Robbins 
Patty Moore 
Doris De Nelt 
Ben Leasey 
Jackie Gleason 
Joe Plumer Ore 

Streets of Paris 
Art Tatum 
Jean Tavlor 
Murray McEkren 

Swanee tInp 
Herb Jeffries Trio 
Charlie Davis 
| Trianon 
Jan Garber 





PHILADELPHIA 


Kmar 

Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Bernardettes 

Pat Bernard 
Johnny Cahill) 
Russ La Beau 

Ruth Haney 

La Vodis 

Tony Bennett Ore 
Hotel Philadelphian 
Don Massey 

Betty Johnson 

Jon Arthurs 
Lexington Casino 
Dick Lesbie 

Canfield Smith 
Jerri Marcella 
Ruth Martin 

Billy Bock 

| Ted Oliver Ore 

} my Rathskeller 


cle Simmons 





} 
aa 
Lé 


Carney & ‘Krew 

losie Mills 

Brown Sis 

Mrancis White 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 

Lou's Chancelior Bar 

}Cats & Fiddle 

Toni & Earl 
Moravian Bar 

Bon Bon & Buddies 


; Ke Shaffer {53 
Murray’ s Rhythm 
} Sar 


Dotty King 
Shirley Ames 
Fay Ray 
Betty King 
Nefl Deighans 
Frank Murtha 
Nelson & Marsh 
Toni Fdding 
Dude Kimball 
Serenaders 
© Marchetti Ore 
Helen Hale 
Open Doer Cafe 


( rire R f N 
Old Falls Tavern 
lack Hutchinson 
| Betty Keenan 
Lillian Bowman 
Dee Wayne 
Barbara Jone 
Prank Palumbo’e 
Eddie White 
Biily Morosco 
Hieat Waves 
Zola Grey 
P Don Revaldo (4) 
Powelton Cafe 
Joe Altee 
Ray Sisters 
Nan O'Rourke 
Cy White 
Charlie Ray 
Joe Jorenelli 
Rendezvous 
Cookie Williams 
Wendell Mason 
Minto Cato 
Ritz Carlton 
Jos Stern Ore 
Roman Grille 
Bob Tolley 
Gloria Dale 
Tyler Sisters 
Frank Ross 
Naoni Bell 
Ed Hirst Ore 
Sam’s Cafe 
Doe Smith 
Eleann Landy 
Zaras 
Kay Carlton 
Kings of Rhythm 
Mike Ray Ore 
Sciolla’s 
} ay 
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Legit Showmen Have the Shivers, 
And It's Not All Due to the Weather 





not unusual for Broadway 


It’s . 
ers to be apprehensive at this 


manag 


period of the season, when attend- 
ance slumps at the approach of 
but right now most 


Christmas, 
showmen have marked cases of jit- 
ters. Nothing sold out entirely on 
Broadway last week and nearly all 
rosses sagged. Holiday shopping 
undoubtedly accounted for the busi- 
ness drop, stores being jammed 
earlier than usual with gift buyers. 

Indications are for better attend- 
arce this week, particularly after the 
first three days. Some houses re- 
port lively ticket sales even for 
Curistmas eve, usually the dullest 
night of the winter. The weather 
and last week’s newspaper strike 
didn’t help, dailies not being on the 
until Thursday (17). Value 
of the newspapers to theatres was 
demonstrated; viz, some _ people 
closely connected with show business 
were uncertain where the various 
attractions were spotted. 

War conditions now and during 
the last world conflict are much dif- 
ferent, and so managers are puzzled 
over the business possibilities after 
New Year’s, wher taxes are expected 


stands 


to affect the entire population. Fed- 
eral income taxes are not payable 
until March 15, but will be way 
over last year’s increased levies. 
Starting Jan. 1, 5‘o must be deducted 
from all salaries, with the deduc- 
tions, of course, being credited to 


the taxpayer. 

A forerunner of what may happen 
in the gasoline situation was indi- 
cated last week when all gas was 
withheld from passenger cars. So 
many private motors were off the 
streets over the weekend that Broad- 
way seemed abandoned, a mited 
number of taxis only being in evi- 
dence. While gas rationing is doubt- 
lessly keeping down the number of 
theatregoers residing in the suburbs, 
k ci use of the difficulty in reaching 
railroad stations from homes, it has 
been noticed that the number of 
persons arriving at theatres in pri- 
vate cars has been dropping for 
some time. That class of patronage 
is using taxis for the most part. 


MAX GORDON GOES 
SINGLE-0 AS PROD. 


Max Gordon intends going single-o 


+ 





in his theatrical ventures. Hereto- 
fore Marcus Heiman has been inter- 
ested in Gordon attractions. Heiman 
retains current Gordon | 
attractions, and it is stated the duo 


interest in 


"AY , fy) Way 
remain on friendly 


Cordan 
WOraouti 


terms 

Doughgyirls’ at the 
Lyceum, N. Y., next week, and has 
‘Man in Shadow’ to produce before | 
going to the Coast, where he is due | 
for picture activity in March. 


Gordon has dissolved 


opens 


his play and 
Picture corporation, but that is for | 
tax purposes, and he'll hereafter do | 
business as an individual. } 


Billy Rose Takes Over 
All-Colored ‘Carmen’. 


With Max 
hie riot +e Yi}1. 
2S rignt gilsy 
production of 
a) j 
all-colored version of 
men’ for which 
2d, has wi 
While 


Swung or 


Gordon 
Rose 


‘Carmen 


relinquishing | 
taken over 
Jones,’ the 
Bizet’s ‘Car- 
Oscar Hammerstein, 
itten the libretto. 

Bizet’s score will not be 
jazzed, Russell Bennett is | 
aoing the moaern-tempoed arrange- 
ments and will also conduct. Cast 
has not yet been selected. 
_Locale of show will be North | 
Carolina and the time will be the | 
present. Carmen becomes trans- | 
formed into a Negro cigaret girl | 
and Joe (Jose) a colored doughboy, 
The toreador will be cast as ‘Hepcat 
Miller,’ a bandleader. 


‘ 
lids 


Mpls.’ 3 for Jan. 


Dec oa. 
fon 
ie Minneapolis has had only 
One levitina eee bi 
“ © iegitimate roadshow thus far | 
lis +] in | 
C 5 Ethel Barrymore in| 
or Ve Y ey | 
| rn 4S Green.’ Leo Murray, Ly- | 
re nN Manager, has three January 
W0king ? } 7 1, | 
Kings They are ‘Watch 
‘Priorities of 1942. 


student Prince,’ 27-30 


WI Minneapolis. 


season, 
ned up. 


On Rhine,’ 14-16 
19-22: and 





Kid Musical in N. Y. 


Xmas Performances. 


Completing a 10,000-mile tour 
through New England, the 
and the middle west, during which 
it gave 57 performances for _ sol- 
diers at USO centres and for chil- 
dren. ‘Doodle Dandy of the U. S. 
A.’ opens at the Belasco theatre, N. 
Y., Saturday (26) for a series of 
eight matinee performances. 

The. Saul Lancourt-Elie Siegmeis- 
ter musical for children played in 
N. Y. for one performance Oct. 18, 
at the Hunter College theatre. Since 
then it has visited 46 cities and 
towns. 

Cast of 10 gave performance this 
morning (23) at Bellevue hospital 
as Xmas treat for patients. 


Would End Equity’s 
Quarterly Meetings 
Until End of the War 


Proposal to discontinue Equity’s 
quarterly meetings until the end of 
the war again came up after the re- 
cent session at the Hotel Astor, N.Y., 
when less than 200 members at- 
tended. A large percentage of young 
legit actors are in uniform, while 
many others in Equity are busy with 
war aid or looking for jobs. 

It was revealed that meetings are 
well attended only when controver- 


sial issues are on tap. but council 
has ruled for continuance of the 
sessions because it has been a prac- 


tice of the association for over 20 
years, although for the past year or 
so the meetings have been a waste 
of time and money, it was conceded. 

Proceedings early this month were 
desultory. There were no new mat- 


ters, with the result that secretary 
Paul Dullzell’s report was princip- 
ally a rehash of previous reports. 
There were motions to memorialize 
George M. Cohan and Lem Ward, 
but it is doubtful that the council 
will act on either proposal, there 


being no similar precedent . 


Ane Michels Mends 


Anne Nichols has been 
ized in New York for about 
weeks as the result of a taxi 
dent that resulted in a severe 
sprain, necessitating a plaster cast. 

Author is convalescing at 
hotel in Gotham. 


hospital- 
two 
acci- 


south | 





| The Inside on George Jessel 

| by 

| George Jessel 

if A preview of his forthcoming 

} autobiography which Random 
House will publish in Feb. 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 

| 

| theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


| VARTETY 











IX SALE KEY 1 
STRIP’ CHANC 


Although it that 
‘Strip for Action’ might be sent to 


was reported 
Chicago, the show definitely closes 
National, N. Y., in another 
After an excellent s:art, with 
high for 
dropping and _ last 
taxings were around $10,500. ‘Strip’ 
is more costly to operate than 
th> average straight lay 
ciaimed to-have earned an operating 
piofit until the past week or two. 
Approximate production outlay for 
‘Strip’ was $60,000 and of that 
amount about half was recovered. 
Backers recently received 10 per cent 
of the money they invested, and will 
get more coin, .s there is around 
$15,000 on deposit to guarantee sala- 


at the 
week 
show 


grosses some time, 


started week’s 


ries. While the show will not turn 
a profit for its stage engagement, 
there is a chance to get well out of 
the red, if the pic.ure rignts are sold. 

Understood ho vever that ‘Strip’ 
may not pass the Hays office, and 
unless it gets the green light there, 


Hollywood offers will be out. Show’s 
angels include most of those who 
have a piece of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ and with melons being cut 
monthly from latter show, they 
haven't as much to squawk about as 
ordinarily. 

The 
sion of 
back, 
Easter. 


release date of tre film ver- 
‘Arsenic’ as again been set 
Warners now slating it for 
That give the stage version 
several additional months prior to 
the film, show still running at the 





knee | 


her | 


Fulton, N. Y., and faring well on the 
last week in Boston being 
pre-holiday 


oad, too, 
very good in tace of th 
Slump. 


but is | 


Herk’s 6-Mo. Sentence in Wine 


LEGITIMATE 


3 


Conviction Shecks Bway: Other 2 





Defendants Free, Apzeal Started 


Postpone ‘Claudia’ 
| 7, Suit Until Jan. 11 


Suit of 
Morrison, play broker, 
Franken for commissions on 
dia,’ has been postvoned to Jan. 11. 
Suit was filed in New York supreme 
court in 1941 and was on the calen- 


Adrienne 
against Rose 


the estate of 


+. — 


F | months 
‘Clau- | 


| not 


dar for last week. 

| Sidney Fleisher is representing | 
‘Miss Franken while Schwartz & 
Frolich are attorneys for the estate 


of the play broker. 


Hike to 10% Seen by Equity 
_ As Factor in Agents’ Push 





At a recent New York meeting of 
the association of legit agents it 
was agreed that the casters continue 
efforts to have Equity recognize 
them as a group. Annual fee of $25 
for each agency was due Equity Dec. 
1, and while some individuals paid 
on schedule, the others awaited 
action by their association. Latter is 
expected to remit the fees of its 
members via one check this week. 


When the agents’ association made 
a bulk payment last season Equity 
assumed it was a move to obtain the 
}wanted recognition and insisted on 
|}giving each agent individual re- 
ceipts. Equity figures that the asso- 
ciation seeks a basis whereby it can 





For Recognition by Union 


| court’s drastic 


| It had 


' suspended sentences 


been hoped that fines id 
would be ruled 
i} in the ‘Wine, Women and Song’ in- 
| decent show when 
last Thursday (17) the court ordered 


I. H. Herk to be imprisoned for six 


convictions and 


Broadway was 
Fact that the other two 
were given suspended sentences, an 
acknowledgment fthat they were 
responsible for the ‘Wine’ per- 
formance, hardly mitigated the 
decision in the case 
of Herk, who is 59 and has been ail- 
ing for years with a heart condition. 


shocked. 


defendants 


Application for a writ of reason- 
jable as ade ry Arth 
able doubt was made by, Arthur 


| 
| 


} 
| 





made. 


!'make demands, principally a change | 


j}inathe rules that would raise the 
‘legal’ rate of commission from 5% 
to 10%. It has long been suspected 


ithat an unestimated number of 
Equityites are paying 10% despite 
the rule, which does not apply for 
|pictures, radio and other engage- 
ments. 

| Casters also aim to have all agents 
| join the association so that they can 
|present a ‘united front’ but a num- 
|ber have remained outside. One 
lagent was charged with asking 10% 





| from actors, and so his permit was | 


|canceled, even though it was clear 
ithat while he might have sought the 
‘added commission, it was not paid. 
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Markewick, attorney for the defend- 
ants, and will be argued before Jus- 
tice J. Sidney Bernstein in the Su- 
preme Court Thursday (24). Herk 
must remain in custody, but if the 
application is granted he may be 
freed on bail. An appeal will then 
be made. Judge Owen W. Bohan 
declared that the verdict had been 
‘amply justified by the evidence.’ 
He particulary condemned ‘artists 
of the strip tease.’ 

It had been reported that an ap- 
plication for a renewal of the li- 
cense of the Ambassador where 
‘Wine’ yas presented had _ been 
Commissioner Paul Moss 
denied this and added that the 
house will not be permitted to oper- 
ate for one year. Moss was men- 
tioned prominently when the ‘Wine’ 
charges were filed, but said that 
the complaint was really made by 

(Continued on page 52) 


Pitt Hears Beets 
On Dialectician In 
‘Spring Again’ 





Dec. 


protests 


22. 

have 
management 
theatre, here, over the 
the film producer in 
the C. Aubrey Smith-Grace George 
‘Spring Again,’ which 

’ 


Pittsburgh, 
letters of 
received by 


Many 
been 
of Nixon 


comedy, 


played here last week Letters of 
complaint areé till coming in al- 
though show departed Saturday 
night (19). All complained that char- 
acter was in bad taste, with one 
reviewer aisO commenting on it 
Latter complained the part asn't 
lampoon, as probably originally in- 


tended, but an embarrassing Ca} 
ture. There was even an official! pro- 
test from an organization for better 
understanding between Jew 
Christian. 

Joseph Buloff scored a 
click in the role of the 
tycoon when show was 
On the road part being played by 


pers nal 
Holly. 


I ‘ + ’ a 
on broadway 


vood 


Michael Rosenberg, who does t 
pretty broadly—‘like n old-time 
Dutch burlesque comediai one 
critic put it. A protesting « tomer 
n a letter to Bill Tisdale, company 


called it ‘the most insult- 

ing reflection upon the Jewish 

that we in Pittsburgh have see and 
‘ 


manager, 


heard on the legit stage. Your 
burlesque of Auchinschlos at a 
time when the Jewish people are 


being tragically persecuted all over 
the world—can be considered no- 
thing but brutal and pro-Nazi. My 
entire family was completely dis- 
gusted,’ 

One protest was received rtly 
after the N, Y. openin: ‘cording to 
|Guthrie McClintic’s office, which is 


presenting the piay, a Jewish ov-gane 
zation asking that the Buloff char- 


acterization be eliminated « viven 
another slant 

(*Varie ty’ (lbee) ] 1 re ew of 
‘Spring Again’ when it opened orig- 
inally at the Henry Miller theatre, 
N. Y. Nov. 10 194 reie ed to 


2s,;! 4} * ‘ ‘ me + 
Bulofl as provial i i i el n 


10-minute appear; a O- 


io 
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Plays Out of Town 


Something for the Boys 


Boston, Dec. 18 

Mu i i 16 t (11 
T lu ; 4 M 1 : 1 
i r tur Aller Jenkins I 
I »o00k rb nad D 
} ( I 
H ' Col 
tT d Ha we 
} k 7 ’ Ss 
Boston, D 8, °43: 3 » toy 
Roger Calhoun Jed Prout 
Chiquit lar : Poula Laurence 
Hi Hart \llen Jenkins 
r ’ H Ethel Merman 
Stoif R It BR Johnson 
. Ta a t Stuart Lanales 
Maryv-l’rar s Rettv Garrett 
B SN, sinordbetunauaes tetty Bruce 
Michaela... .ccccccvces ° Anita Alvarez 
Lois ? 
Lucille § 

, The Bornes Twins 

It. Col. S. D. Crubbds _ Jack Hartt!e. 
M Tobias Twitch William T.vor 
Corp. Burns Bill Callahun 
Seat. Carter. ......eeeeeeees Remi Martel 
Melanie Walk« rances Merce! 
Burke » . Walter R nn 
Mrs. Grubbs Madeleine Clive 


-tter 


‘Something 


There may have been b¢ mu- 
then Mike Todd's 
for the Boys,’ but there haven't 
many that have bet 
geared to the times than this fabu- 
lous piece. It’s got everything, from 
title to tag line, and can no more 
miss making the grade than a B-24. 
It totes as follows: 

Item: A formidable cast of enter- 
tainers headed by a sock trio con- 
sisting of Ethel Merman, Allen Jen- 
kins and Paula Laurence, a combi- 
nation so hot that the first-named has 
to scramble to keep ahead of the 
game (which she always does). 

Item: A round dozen tunes and 
lyrics by Cole Porter. While the lat- 
ter easily outpoint the former, the 
tunes are engaging enough in most 
cases to stand on their own, with 
‘Hey, Good Lookin.’ ‘He’s a Right 
Guy’ and ‘Could It Be You’ having 
the usual sleeper qualities of grade 
‘A’ Porter. As for the latter. the: 
reach their zenith in ‘By the Missis 
sinewa,’ an outrageously funny duet 
for Misses Merman and Laurence 


sicals 
peen 


‘9 more shrewdly 


and ‘When We're Home on fhe} 
Range.’ a ditto trio for leads. More- | 
over, the title song iself has a twist 


which becomes, in its final inflection 
at the last curtain, the theme of the 
show. 

tem: A book by Herbert and Dor- 
othy Fields. It starts off with a wal- 
lop in a three-scened prolog and a 
first scene which seemingly are with- 


out recent paralle! for setting the 
key of a musical show. That it fiz- 
zies out by the end of the act, and 
remains thereafter something of a 


nuisance, by no means diminishes its 


value as a skeleton upon which to 
4° 


hang the show, for it’s salted throuzh- 
out with lusty dialog and_ gcod 
springboard for songs and specialties 

Item: A production by Mike Todd 
How he managed to achieve the mir- 
acle in these priority davs is a mvs- 
tery. but he’s got about 30 bovs and 
a score of sharp showcvirls. He has, 
moreover, some of Howard Bay's 
best sets, each of which reflects voth 
] iry and ta and most of which 
are extre ly inv wit 
? } y Y 
Jack C lof v h have spont 
neitvy and good ds } ‘ —_ 
tumes by Billv I neston hich 

= visu 1 ‘\ l el na | ani T , 
effect, a he t H i . 
mo 

Bool ( vith a bu } queen 
(NM la er ) ga p te} Y (J 

l ) nda femme defense work 

Tiss Merman) who in! it equa 
s} Ti ! The spo 
t nso +; y: ' hint Te ; n 
‘ to } id , t K } 
The t ts u 
soldic : " 

n { Vv ! k fe 
— 
$ 

. 
j I M ! 
: 4 
r ( ‘ f P 2 | 
— y 

A id many additiona é 
will be made before ‘Something fo: 
the Boys’ gets to Broadway tv 
weeks hence. Several scenes miszed 
five and an ultra-corny song, ‘Riddle 
Diddle Me This,’ proved to be too | 


e!oborately corny for the first-night- 


ers A rearrangement of some of 
the material is doubtless in order. 
too, such as shifting the barn dance 
into the finale to wind up the show 


with as much of a bang as it start 


with. Some of the humor invols 
‘Mr. Twitch’ a little too vrecious 
but. like th ther things. it minor 
matter in so potent a property 

Miss Merman is no less than ter- 
rific. Paula Laurence is a natural. 


and Jenkins, in his first musical 
comedy role, is likewise. Bill John- 
son is a likeable juvenile who ean 
sing: Jed Prouty adds 
to the fun of the opening scenes: 
Anita Alvarez makes the most of one 


brief dancing specialty; Betty Bru 
does likew with two spots: Wil 
liam Lynn draws plenty of re 
as the whacky prospector, at 


considerably | 


minor characters handle their as- 
signments well. 

The opening night ran to 11:30 aud 
had a sellout audience which missed 
no opportunity to stop the aan 


ied. 


SWEET CHARITY 
(REVISED) 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 


| 
} Come in tl iets by Irving Bre 
jant sS rel) =6oSeff presented by A | 
| Blow ngdal eatures Enid Markey Jane 
| Seymou Philip Loeb and Mary Sargeat 
la rected by George Abbott setting, Cirker 
| & Robbins Presented at Locust Street 
theatr Phila... Dec. 21, ‘42; $2.50 top 
| Mrs. P Mitchel Augusta Dabney 
| Mrs. Eva Ingersoll........... Viola Roache 
| Nurse coae in Mildred Todd 
| Miss Deulah Ogilvie Jane Seymou 
| Mrs. laura Brindle.......... Enid Markey 
iMvron Mitehell...........-- Whit Bissell 
Mrs. Diane Martingale....... Mary Sargent 
Jonathan Bates Harlan Briegs 
a if Andrew Brindle Calvin Thomas 
{Harry Trott Philip Loeb 
Photographer Rollin Bauer 
Trumpet Wilsor seeGeee Dort Clark 
|} Burton Sedczewi , oa John M. Kline 
My EIOMAPUR. . csv ccessees Leslie Litomy 
i Mr. Beasley peencesudaeees Hans Ro! t 
Mr. Merr coe ewes 4 John Ad 
John Dexter P re John Wirtk 
| Salvation Army Soldier Clyde Wasdeli 
1 The Family with Liselotte Krumschmidt 


Considerably revised and very 
|much improved by sharpening and 
|George Abbott's canny direction, 


| ‘Sweet Charity’ opened a_ single 
| week’s tryout at the Locust Street 
| theatre tonight (21). General con- 
|census was that Alfred Blooming- 
|dale’s production of the Irving 
Brecher-Manuel Seff, comedy, with 


the Abbott touches to give it stim- 
ulus, has a chance on Broadway, but 
still leaves something to be desired. 
{When the original production 
| tried out in Boston, Nov. 3, ‘42, 
‘Variety’ (Elie) reported ‘Charity’ 
as a ‘lightweight contender,’ add- 
ing: ‘The writers’ evidently 
| havent’ too clear a conception of 
| what they are aiming at—all-out 
farce or a homely comely of 
manners. with satiric overtones. 
If it’s farce they’re trying for 
their situations are not in them- 
selves funny enough to make 
every line a laugh. If it’s folksy 
comedy they have in mind, the 
lines haven't sufficient bite. In 
short, it’s neither fish nor fowl.’ 
Original production was directed 
by Harry Wagstaff Gribble 
June Walker, in original cast, h: 
been replaced in revised version 
by Enid Markey, while roles of 


Dulcey Cooper and William 
Kelly have been written out of 
nev cript Otherwise credits 
{ remain the same.] 
| First act ddesn’t have enough 
laughs despite individual efforts of 
performers and moves at too leisure!, 
nd discursive a pace. Also Act 3 
espite plenty of good guffaws and 
‘igeles, still needs extra tonic, with 
even the tag-line, which, probably 
on paper read and seemed very 








funny, not a solid click. The middle 
act, however, belongs in the iot 
| and may put tne comedy ove! 
f alte ons and improveme! ire 
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candalol d most childish. 

The cast is generally first rate and 
no changes seem necessary or even 
advisable Philip Loeb as the ad- 
vance manager of King Cole, the 
orchestra leader (who never ap- 
pears), is immensely funny in his 
instinctive and constant distrust of 


all members of 
tanding 


womens’ clubs. Out- 
on the distaff side are Mary 


Sargent. as head of ways and means 
Enid Markey, as the treasurer, and 
Jane Seymour, as the v.p.. who are 
the three unfortunates who smoke 
the reefers and thereafter cut kit- 
tenish capers. All three are at the 
same time immensely amusing and, 
| when it is required of them, authentic 
'in their portrayals of club-women 
| types 

For Mrs. Sargent (wife of a soci- 
ally prominent Main Liner here) 
the role must have been a source of 

nic delight Viola Roache is e) 
celient as the club head. A ist 
D b +4 a 

WI 





| the club for damages, collected 


harassed and querulous as her lone- 


some husband, and Calvin Thomas 
is good as the sheriff. In the second 
best male role, the veteran Harlar 


sued 
and 
so caused all the trouble, is capita! 
There are a host of smaller roles. all 
well played and neatly directed b) 
Abbott. who has done a shrewd and 
perceptive directorial joo. 
The single setting is 


Briggs, as the old codger who 


quite ade- 


quate Waters 

New Haven, Dec. 17 
Dram in three acts fou BCOr b 

Terence Rattigan; staged by Marga 
Webste etting Raymond Sov musi - 
l ngements, Alexande! Haus pre- 
sented by Gilbert Miller pened at Shu 
t New Haven, Dec. 17-19, ‘42, 82.7 
Peter Kyle .Arth Margetsor 
STs cake ees 680460050 0.03 Doris Patston 
SS ee . ...Cynthia Latham 
Ns cae ceeseceteresescn ee .<Gerald savory 
Pere) iene) tebenh ee ea eee .. Jackie Kelk 
Coun Skrezevinaky....... Alexands Ivo 
Teagy GramaM.....ccceces A] Guinness 
Patricia: Graham Nancy Kells 
Maudie Helena Pickard 
swansor Reynolds Denniston 
Despite a production that carries 
no outstanding flaws, it is doubtful 


if the American reception of ‘Flare 
Path’ will approximate the click be- 
ing enjoyed currently by the original 
London offering. Perhaps one rea- 
son for this lies in the fact that the 
play is somewhat ahead of its time 
cver here. Being concerned with 
air raids and life under the imme- 
diate war conditions of embattled 
Britain, it is obvious that a London 
audience would look upon _ the 
drama as an actual piece of thcir 
existence lifted bodily onto a st 
Americans, who to date have had 
these game conditions largely via the 
newsreels only, are apt to regard 
the play strictly in its theatrical 
sense—and as such it provides only 
a fairly entertaining session. Sev- 
eral tense moments help to liven 
things intermittently. and an_in- 
gratiating third act leaves a pleasant 


aze 


taste at the curtain, but the play, 
Overall, fails to develop the total 
punch that is said to mark the suc- 


- 


cess of its English cousin. 


Story is laid in the lounge of a 
mall country hotel near an RAF 


airdrome in Milchester. To tivis spw 
come wives of the fliers, to be 
near their men, and the assortment 


the 


|includes Doris, English barmaid 
married to a Polish count flier; 


| Maudie, 


| York players who now know, 


middle-aged wife of 
fiving sergeant; and 

year bride of DSC hero Teddy 
Graham, flight lieutenant. Peter Kvle, 
fading Hollywood film star, has fol- 


Dusty, 
Patricia, one- 


| betore the first-act 


Plays on Broadway 


THREE SISTERS 


(REVIVAL) 








| exquisitely, albeit somber-hued, 





Drama in three acts and four scenes by 
Anton Chekhov; presented by Katharine 
Co features Miss Cornell, Ruth Gor- 
| Judith Anderson, Edmund Gwenn, 
Dennis King Tom Powers McKay Mor- 
ris and Gertrude Musgrove; staged by 
Guthrie MeClint settings and tumes 

| by Motley of London Presented at Barry- 
more theatre, N Dex 21, 42 at $3.80 
| top ($5.50 opening.) 
Olga Judith Anderson | 
Masha Katharine Cornell 
ie. «6s écaeenewnd Gertrude Musgrove 
A Mald.....cccccscees Patricia Calvert 
Tuzenbach. .....sseeeece ... Alexander Knox 
SolyOMy....ccccscseces McKay Morris 
Chebetyim. .-ccsvccies Edmund Gwenn 
Oe a a \lice Belmore Cliffe 
Perapont.....-ccccese. .Arthur Chatterton 
An Orderly coowese Kirk Douglas 
Vershinin ..Dennis King | 
Andrey Prozoroy .Erie Dressler 
PGE se ac pae es ¥O000 ee ObE 8 Tom Powers 
Natasha Ruth Gordon 
Fedotik a Stanitey Bell 
Roddey ....Tom McDermott 
Another Lieut int Walter Craig 
\ Maid Marie Paxton 

For sheer magnificence of produc- 

tion and acting, Katharine Cornell's 


| Three 


' script. 


Chekhov's ‘The 
which opened Mon- 
at the Barrymore 
theatre, possibly represents a new 
high for the season. The actress- 
manager has spared nothing in her 
efforts to revitalize the 42-year-old 
It boasts a star-studded cast 
that responds flawlessly to Guthrie 
McClintic’s splendid direction; its 
setting and costuming are perfec- 
tion, itself; it is theatre, with all the 
richness that the word connotes, to 


of Anton 
Sisters,’ 
day night (21) 


revival 


its very core. As such it will rate 
its full quota of accolades and un- 


doubtedly will prosper for a limited 


| while. 


| plays, invested with a 


lowed Patricia to the inn, hoping to! 


renew a relationship the pair had 
enjoyed prior to her marriage and 
when she appeared as an aciress in 
Kyle’s company. Romantic thread 
if the play relates to Pat’s struggle 
to choose between the two men. 


Sideline love interest concern: 
tender affection between the fo 
barmaid and the count and 


the 
rmer 


the f +} 
ile |i - 


ful Maudie and her Dusty. Snatche 
yf air raid flying routine are intro- 
luced, including an offstage takeoff 
kup, but the play <ip the 

g] that leave a vith 


clammy palms. 
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20th-Fox (which back { 
A -FOX (WwW Cc! backed ne stage 
production) gets around to putting 
it on celluloid, Bone. 











| Benefit Squawks 


Continued from page 1 








benefits call for a Judge Landis to 
regulate them, and to be ruled with 
an iron hand akin to the Hollywood 
Victory Committee, which is 
favored by eastern actors as 
ideal setup. The manner in which 
the actors regulate themselves on 
the coast is best liked by the New 
from 
that 
effected. As has 
heard, ‘Oh well 


most 
tha 


eas 


a bitter boxoffice experience, 
their own b.o. is 
frequently been 


Wel e 
why go see Jessel (or Kaye, or Bol- 
er, et al.) when I saw the « im of 

+ + + +} 
i i ene i [ 
S 1y 


But unfortunately, none of these 
virtues can nullify the faults of the 
Russian dramatist’s play. It is slow, 
plodding, dull and humorless. It 
rambles on at great length with its 
empty philosophical discussions, to 
a degree, at times, that is almost 
acutely embarrassing. Technically 
the play seems poorly constructed. 


That it. is. dated 
e Ri . ke 


annaren lanad 
a ae 


m POO A Ag MNT; E 
curtain Nas 
whereas even dated 
proper spon- 
taneity, have managed to get across, 
there are few moments in ‘Sisters’ 
that will emerge from depression 
to respond to the de- 


iong enough 


scended. But 


featism that hovers over it. Some- 
;how the miseries and tribulations 
0" Chekhov’s neurotic Prozoroy sis- 
ters, whose missions to Moscow re- 


main unfulfilled, seem but slight and 


trivial behind today’s broader, war- 
punctured canvas, and this fact. 
more than any other, will mitigate 
against its chances for smash busi- 
nes 
That Miss Cornell, who has long 
cherished a desire to produce and 
act in ‘Sisters,’ laid great store bv 
Chekhov's saga of frustration. is 
demonstrated by the zeal and pains- 
taking care lavished on it. That out 
of { tilted dialog and ch racters 
nave come many moments of anima- 
tion remains a tribute not only to 
i ( t ) SUC ¢ 
Nneé R e& | 
\ ) I G D 
K Gertrud M Ve McK 
Vo1 ind the Certainly 
little of the credit b yn to Chek 
WO O c ( if i ( 
to ( i oO! ) inal I l 
greater significance might ha peen 
attached to the current revival had 
he pointed up more the play’s su 
gestion of its war-themed b k- 
O A t { lr Vy 
1 aepre I tu neur¢ m 
' ' Ph ; oe O 
Moscow whi punctuates the |] 
mentatio: of the Siste VI i 
({ ed by M ( ¢ ) vn f 
| Cc) : i 
r fron 
‘ e} 
T 
A 
€ \ 
i vi 
: | Utopia 1s tragi lly cul 
hort when her fiance is killed in 
a duel by a spurned suitor. Through 
three acts and four scenes it all 


builds up slowly---all too slowly—to 
its inexorable, meaningless climax. 
Because of the script’s unorthodox 


ae- | 





husband, likewise shine in their brief 
appearances. 


Motley’s opening-scene setting of 
. SS 4 


the Prozorovs’ two living rooms is of 
sumptuous splendor, an eyeful of 
beauty that fully justified the pro- 


longed applause it provoked on the 
initial curtain Likewise are the 
other scenes endowed with a quiet 
charm and dignity—qualities which 
elevate them above the play’s con- 
tent. Miss Cornell has been gowned 
and 
is lovely to look at. Yet the impres- 
sion stays too often that here is a 
picture postcard decoration. Using 
one of the outstanding legit stars for 
‘background’ is anything but good 
theatre at $3.85 top (or at any price), 
but such e play is ‘Three Sisters.’ 
Rose 


The Last Generation 


Melodrama in two acts, prolog and epilog 
presented at the Matin Studio, N, Y Dec, 
in, ‘42. by Max Malin and David Millman; 
written by David Millman taged by Sibvl 
Ward getting Patricia, Reynold $1.10 
top 
Mi Forbes Sil Ward 
Mir Forbes Robert Kibbee 
Tiffee Forbe Patricia Reynolds 
Tiffie (a ai ehildd .Elsa Johnson 
Ceorge (Tiftic flance) Harry lLane 
Inspector Bradford. John Young 
Lieutenant Alan Jones John Bermingzham 
Mrs. Br rs Mary Berns 
Mr. Briegs Will Wilson 
Amma, Btein. ....0.cssee0s Gertrude Ross 
Ar Raid Wardens ss Svdnev Prevore 

?} Edward Barbour 
Brette Forbes... ‘ Mae Cooper 


Presentation of ‘The Last Genera- 
tion’ at the Malin Studio on West 
44th street (previously used as a re- 
hearsal hall by producers) marks 
the initial co-ov venture by a group 
of young Broadway hopefuls banded 
together by Max Malin and David 
Millman. Latter authored the script, 
which he calls a ‘timely melodrama 
about an invasion of England.’ while 
Malin, who owns the studio, is busi- 
ness manager. 

Not only has 


Miilman written a 


|meaningless, undramatic play, but 
lthe performers are mostly on a par 
| with the script Of necessity, the 
"Sus permits only the skimptest 


| play 


construction, which shifts the lime-| 
light in rapid succession from one| 
character to another, no one is per- 


mitted to dominate a scene for long, 
although Gwenn comes near wrest- 
ing these laurels in the second act 
when, as the vodka-imbibing 

Chebutykin who fully realizes his 
contributions to medical science are 
at an end, he turns in a magnificent 
performance. Miss Gordon as the 
vicious sister-in-law of the 
suffering trio, whose vulgarities add 
to the torment of the household as 
she takes over possession of the 
premises, gives the play a much- 
needed lift. although her opportuni- 


ag “ead he aE ze 
lies are few and far between. King 
s at | times convincing Eric 
Tyre , the br tthe nd Tom 

> VI + rant wre ignan 


Dr. | 


long- | 


} 


|spect it 


production, but no amount of elabo- 
rate background could possibly 
vigorate such a dull and uninspired 
play. 

In describing 


in- 


the capture on the 
southeast coast of England of a cou- 
ple of Nazi by an English fam- 
ily. and the inevitable forestalling of 
a Nazi invasion across the Channel, 
the author has failed singularly in 
creating any suspense or vesting his 
with any of the requisites for 
rood melodrama 
Robert Kibbee, son 
the film actor. alone gives the sug- 
tion of a latent talent. Sibyl 
Ward. who directed, also doubles in 
the lead femme role but overacts. 
Rose 
Wednesday night 


perjormances.) 


1e 


of Guy Kibbee, 


ve 


(Withdra 
(16) after two 
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the coffee 1 bad. but there no 
ré yn Vn\ t h Id be erved 
eat 

2 I ¢ tl i big as! but 
1 ,¢ } , en Ame} .- 
though ovs there they call it the 
‘Journey End’ of World War II 

3—Bobby Howe, doing the Danny 
Kaye role in ‘Let Face It,’ does a 
‘Prolog’ number which, if not a take- 
off ‘Melody in 4F,’ is reminis- 
ent tf ( Howe 1IOW ab 50 
oes the juve lead. This part 
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when people emerge from their 5.30 
‘evening’ performances. Thus, it be- 
comes more difficult to get busse 
taxis, etc, especially with the 


weather bad now. Heretofore, it 
‘didn’t get dark until 10 p. m. 
7—Both Americans have nothing 
but the greatest praise and enthusi- 
asm for the British morale, stoicism 
and affection for America, visit- 
ing soldiers, our lend-lease, and 
everything else that goes with it 
8—Lastfogel talking: ‘And, brother, 
when you're signing those many 
visas you have to du nowadays, when 
you spell out A-m-e-r-i-c-a-n to any 
official, that’s something which, I 
don’t have to tell you, makes you feel 
mighty, mighty proud. But the re- 
commands, and the added 
feeling of security it imparts, is 


something you can only 


> 


its 


visualize 
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whel youre it t} now 
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Chicago Down; Priorities’ Leads, 156: 
Ladies Next at 14G, Claudia’ Quits, 66 


Chicago, Dec. 22. 

Continued cold weather, added to 
the pre-Christmas slump, is keeping 
business down. All attractions are 
simply marking time for holiday 
business 

‘Priorities of 1942° still leads, with 
‘Good Night Ladies’ getting most of 
what out-of-town trade there is. 

Estimates for This Week 

‘Good .Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(36th week) (1,200; $2.75). Transient 
trade kept figure up to $14,000 last 
week. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Harris (13th week) 
(1.000; $2.75). Closes here Jan. 16, 
giving show 18 weeks, longest run 
this season. Off to around $7,000. 

‘Maid in Ozarks,’ Great Northern 
(13th week) (1,300; $2.20). Down to 
$4,800, still profitable. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Studebaker (7th 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Holding on for 
holiday business. Closes soon. 
Around $11,000. 

‘priorities, Erlanger (7th week) 
(1,300; $2.75). Closing notice up for 
Jan. 3. Will be followed next day 
by Zasu Pitts in ‘Her First Murder.’ 
Good $15,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (3d week) (1,000; 
$2.20). Did not catch on. Closed 
here Dec. 19 to $6,000 on week. House 
dark for week until opening of 
‘Merry Widow’ revival. 


Merman Musical 


Wham 96 in Hub 
For 3 Showings 





Boston, Dec. 22. 

The week before Christmas didn’t 
mean a thing so far as ‘Something for 
the Boys’ was concerned, but it cut 
into the other legit offerings some- 
what. 

‘Junior Miss’ finished eight weeks at 
the Wilbur with a solid record dent- 
ed only by the Grove disaster; ‘Fire- 
fly’ finished fairly strong at the Ma- 
jestic, and ‘Arsenic’ got off to a good 
start at the Colonial. The Plymouth 
had four performances of ‘Sea Horse 
Scandals,” an army show in from 
Camp Devens, but the show wasn't 


sufficiently ballyed to catch = cn. 
Christmas night sees the debut of 
‘Wife Takes a Child’ at the Wilbur: | 


‘Spring Again’ at the Plymouth and 
‘Three Curtains’ at the Majestic 
‘Tobacco Road’ returns for its fifth 
Visit on Dec 
the Colonial. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Colonial 

(1.634; $2.75). A staunch attraction 


at an estimated $12.000. 

‘Firefly,’ Majestic (1,667; $2.20) 
Dropped to $9,000 | timated, okay 
for pre-} Oliday. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Wilbur (8th week) 
(1,227; $2.75). Finished pretty strong 


considering, though down to $7,009. 
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i had a colorful career as manager of 
Broadway shows 


28, coming this time to | 


‘Corn’ Fine $12,500 
In 4 Days, Port., Ore. 


‘ Portland, Ore., Dec. 22. 

Ethel Barrymore played at the 
Mayfair theatre four nights and one 
matinee last week (14-17) in ‘The 
Corn Is Green.’ A defense-worker 
town turned out practically in force. 

Gross was approximately $12,500 at 
$3.30 top. 


SISTERS’ WOW 
1G IN PHILLY 











Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Katharine Cornell's revival of 
Chekhov’s somber Russian play, ‘The! 
Three Sisters’ claimed best week-! 
before-Christmas biz of any road 
show last week. In the face of mixed 
notices, although most of them favor- 
able, and much adverse word-of- 
mouth, name of Cornell, plus cork- 
ing cast, zoomed single week’s gross 
of ‘Sisters’ to slightly over $27,000. 
Saturday matinee mark of $3,600 was 
especially phenomenal. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston Light Qpera Co., Locust 
(3d week) (1,600; $2). Proximity to 
Xmas and general conditions con- 
sidered, $5,600 was okay and gave 
troupe over $24,000 in three weeks 
here which meant profit. ‘Sweet 
Charity’ trying out this week only. 

‘The Three Sisters,’ Forrest (one 
week only) (1,800; $3.50). Some dif- 
ference of opinion among crix and 
general public reaction not wildly 
enthusiastic, but  star’s personal 
draw, plus fine cast of names, pulled 
$27,000 on week, best drama gross 
this year. ‘Full Speed Ahead,’ musi- | 
cal tryout, opens at the house Christ- | 
mas night ‘Full Speed’ formerly 
known as ‘Firefly.’ 


Power-Waters Dead 
After Year’s IIness; 
A Colorful Showman 





Captain Pierce Powers-Waters, who 


Thurs- 
after a 


last 
Bayside, L. L., 


died 


day (17) in 


| year’s illness with a kidney disorder. | 


‘Something for the Beys,’ Shubert 
(1,590; $3.30). A wham draw for | 
Ethel Merman starrer, taking close 


to $9,000 in three performances. Two 


to go, and going clean. 


‘Flare Path’ Clipped 
In N. Haven, Does 3G 


New Haven, Dec. 22 
Three-day breakin of ‘Flare Path’ 
at the Shubert here (i7-19) took a 
pre-Xmas boxoffice clipping despite 
a friendly press In four perform- 
ances at $2.75 top gross slipped to 


io 
an estimated $3.000 


House gets ‘Angel Street’ for cur- 
rent Fri.-Sat.. doing an extra mat 
On Xmas day Preem of Helen 
Hayes new one, ‘Harriet.’ is pen- 


Cilled for January. 
‘Curtains’ 436, Buffalo 


] Buffalo, Dec. 22. 
Opening of ‘Three Curtains’ 
e Erlanger last week was 

poned until Friday night, when the 
Cast and production became snow- 
bound. 

Despite zero temperature, the gas 
ration headache and the Xmas buy- 
Ing spree, the three one-acters man- 
aged to pick up a fair .$4,500 in four 


One 


> inle 
nts a couple 


Ie was about 58 years of age 
of his principal assignm 
of 


tour 


y 
ak 


managing tne 
and N. Y. engagements of ‘My 
Dear Children,’ not the least of that 
job being in handling John Barry- 
who starred in the play. One 
1t association was a book 


seasons O Was 


more, 


result of th 


or the ‘Great Profile’ by Waters 
widow. 

Waters was originally a London 
manager brought here by Lee Shu- 
| bert to manage the Maxine Elliott 
| theatre. From 1930 to 1939, he was 
assOciated with the theatrical ac- 


at} 
post- | 


shows, with house scaled at $2.20 top. | 





‘Murder’ $3,300, N.O. 


: ; New Orleans, Dec. 22. 
PP ed First Murder,’ in two evening 
week 1€ matinee performances last 

ekend, grossed only $3,300 despite 
Plenty of advance biurbs 


’ 1 ir } 
ana OC 


reviews Ton prices were $2.24 fo 
Matinee a 1 $280 fo ~ 
ZaSu Pitts ee 


i lai LOC, 


| 


t'vities of three socialite producing 


firms. He first joined up with Mac- |! 
gowan and Joseph Verner Reed. 
Latter he left show busine to 
write a book ‘Tne Curtal 
Falls’ in which the practices of ce 
Lain snowmen were castigaté 
Wate1 was the Fene € 
for Aldrich & de Liagre " afte 
that, Aldrich & Myers. 

He figured in raising backing for 
Maurice Evans’ sensational rev 
of ‘Richard I',’ which cleaned up at 
the St. James, N. Y., the show ‘mak- 
ing’ Evans on Broadway. The late 


Boris Said, who operated the house, 
had part of the show, which was 
presented by Robinscn Smith. Ed- 
die Dowling was in on the 
Shakespeare revival. Latter got 
little or nothing of the profits, while 
Smith has not been hea. 1 of around 
Broadway since then. Waters started 
suit, claiming a share of the show’s 
earnings but nothing «ver came of it 

Waters was last representative for 
Dennis King when the actor turned 
manager and staged ‘She Couldnt 
Scy Yes,’ said to have cost $160,000. | 
That musical flopped out of town. | 


also 


‘Angel St.’ 2G, Prov. 

Providence, Dec 
Street’ knocked off fz h 
one-night stand (16) last 


the M tan theatre 


polite 


99 
se 
a] 


‘Angel h 
$2,000 in 
veek at 

» at $2.20 top 


House eats 3,cUU. 


| melodrama, 


‘SPRING AGAIN’ FAIRISH Pirate’ Lone B’way 
To Top List, All Others Off, ‘Skin’ 
Stil Fine at 216, Son’ Doubtful 5146 


$11,500 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 22. 

‘Spring Again’ had _ subscription 
backing last week at Nixon and man- 
aged to squeeze out a pretty fair 
$11,500 as a result of the healthy pre- 
season sale. Crix were pretty luke- 
warm about the play but had lot of 
nice things to say about the stars, C. 
Aubrey Smith and Grace George, 
and names accounted for the modest 
window sale. 

Show was headed for at least a 
couple of grand better than that 
when terrif snowstorm came up mid- 


| 
} 





|.long Broadway occurred last week 


| 


Wey in the run and dropped atten-'- | 


ance to almost nothing for a coupie | switching theatres. ‘Great Bie Dvor- 


of peritormances. Nixon is currenily 


| dark, for first time this season, yets 
| ihe Boston Comic Opera Company in 


nine performances of Gilbert and 
Sullivan next week and has nothing 
to follow it yet. ‘Life With Father’ 
comes in for a fortnight Jan. 11. 


LADY’ WINDS UP 
3 WES, IN DET. 
WITH 72146 


Detroit, Dec. 22. 

Current week is surprising for 
legit, with four shows going here 
for the holidays refiective of the 
boom along the rialto. 

‘Lady in the Dark’ wound up 
three strong weeks at the Cass by 
tacking on approximately $22,000 in 
the ihird stanza to bring its earn- 
ings fcr the Detroit session to an 
estimated $72,500. It will be fol- 
lowed Christmas night by Zasu Pitts 


| 


| (D-789; $3.30). 


| 
| (100th week) (CD-893: $3.30). Slipped 





in ‘Her First Murder,’ set for nine 
days thregh the holidays. 

Lafayette continued to prosper | 
with its bargain-priced policy of | 
$1.65 top, Walter Hampden and | 
Cissie Loftus in ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ adding $10,000 in the second 


week to the strong $12,000 gleanings 
in the first week. Comedy will con- 
tinue through the holidays. 


‘This Is the Army,’ which has an |} 


advance sale to indicate upward of 
$250,000 through its stay here, 
settled in Monday at the Masonic 
Auditorium for two weeks with an 
$11 opening and the same top for 
New Year’s Eve. 

Wilson theatre also will relight by 
opening Christmas night with Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in ‘Springtime 


for Henry,’ which had a long run 
here last summer. All three regular 
houses are playing double headers | 
on New Year’s Eve. 


PEOPLE’ $16,000 
IN WASH. WEEK 


Washington, Dec. 22 
Tl New Y Theatre Guild’s 


4 aVé Y OTK 


lip into Soviet drama, ‘The Russian 


| (O-1,375; 


|; but 


Pe ple,’ grossed $16,000 in its first 

week at the National theatre as an 

American Theatre Society attrac- 
tion. Critics were divided on the | 

merits of the Konstantin ’ Simonov 
play but conceded it was red- | 

neat meiodrama. Clifford Odets, 

wrote the American acting ver- 

hed 15 minutes out of a 

verbose first act after the premiere 
The econd veek’s subscription sale | 

r e Guild a good profit on 


the Washington engagement. 


Arsenic Old Lace’ has piled 
1p a mountain of mail orders f 
Der 28 wee k Outlook Was § { 
theatre asked for two weeks but 
earlier booking prevented this Ir 
a fortnight here last season, ‘Arsenic’ 
grossed $45,000 

‘This Little Hand’ under the aegis 
of A. H. Woods, backed by Columbia 
Pictures, comes in Jan. 4. All-girl 


with K. T. Stevens fea- 
will play at $2 top. 
Other January bookings are Grace 


7 
tiired 


George and C. Aubrey Smith in 
‘Spring Again,’ due on the 18th. 
‘Follies’ is pencilled in for early 
February. but this booking is con- 


tingent on how the musical shapes 

up when it opens in Boston. 

‘Angel St.,’ ‘Curtains’ 
Split 5G, Springfield 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 22. 
‘Angel Street.’ with two evening 
performances last week, and ‘Three 


Curtains.’ with matinee and evening 


shows last Wednesday (16), grossed 
about $2.500 each at the Court 
Sauare theatre 
Curtains.’ produced by Harold J 
lrg edv. forme by 1 who act 
) of Tne tn? e me-acters, h 


Severest part of pre-holiday slump ! 
Nearly all grosses dropped and only | 
‘The Pirate’ actually went up, wiih | 
straightplay leaders vying with mu- 
sicals. After a bye week, three 
dramas and an intimate musical open 
this week. 

Several shows are laying off part 
of current week. Two attractions are 


step’ was an added casualty last 
Saturday. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (54th week) 
Went off $1,500 or | 
more; rated around $7,500; advance | 
ndicates better pace this week, as 
true of others. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 





Fulton 


under $7,000, possibly lowest since 
opening; ticket sale now better, in- 
cluding Christmas eve. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (58th week) | 
(CD-712; $3.30). Rated around $7,000 | 
but consistent money maker will 
come back, too, and is expected to 
stick through winter, é 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (29th week) 
(M-1,325: $4.40). Marked drop in 
takings for this standout; last week 
approximately $21,500. 

‘Flare, Path,’ Miller (D-940; $3.30). 
Presented by Gilbert Miller; written 
by Terrence Rattigan; London war 





play well regarded; opens tonighi 
(23). 
‘Great Big Doorstep,’ Moroscc. 


Withdrawn Saturday (19) after three 
weeks. 

‘Janie,’ Biltmore (15th week) (C- 
991; $3.30). Moved here from Miller | 
Sunday (20); has been off with the 
field: last week around $7,500. 

‘Junior Miss,’ 46th Street (59th | 
week) (CD-1,347: $2.20). Moved here 
from Lyceum after fine run to make} 
way for ‘Doughgirls,’ due next week; 
scale lowered because of large-| 
capacity spot; $7,000 approximated. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (56th week) 
(M-1,326: $4.40). Has been slipping 
since Thanksgiving; last week dipped 
under $20.000: should come _ back; 
house is possibility for ‘Dancing in 
the Streets,’ forthcoming musical. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (16l1st 
week) (CD-1,062; 3.30). Dipped to 
bit more than $9,000, but run leader 
should bound up as it has after past 
slump periods. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Broadway (104th 


week) (CD-1.910: $1.10). Moved to 
bie house with ticket scale, again 
reduced failing to help; takings 
round $6,000: should do better after 
this week. 
‘New Faces of 1943,’ Ritz (R-868: 
$3.30). Intimate revue presented by 
Leonard Sillman: written mostly by 
Tfohn Lund. June Carroll and Le« 
Woit onvened Tuesday (22) 
‘Proof Through the Night,’ Moros- 
‘o. (D-939: $3.30). Presented by Leo 


Shubert and Harry Kaufman; writ- 
ten by Allan R. Kenward: highly re-| 
garded on Coast: opens Friday (25); 
from ‘Cry Havoc’ because 
version has priority on title 
‘Rosalinda,’ 44th St. (8th week) 
$3.30). Getting most of it 
business directly at the boxoffice 
with goodly number of patrons from 
neighborhoods: around $17,500 again | 
will improve. 

‘Skin of Our Teeth.’ Plymouth (5th 


changed 


filn 


week) (CD-1.075: $3.85) Even the 
top straightplay grossers skidded in 
the pre-Christmas going: takin 
here till very big. though vith 
ry topnin« $21 006 

‘Sons o° Frn.’” Winter Gard: 55t} 
week) (R-1,519: $4.40) One of 
everal shows laying off part of thi 
week: will resume Christma 
down around $20,000 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (26th 
veek) (R-991: $4.40). Eased off most- 
y at matinees due to shopping rush 
but among the real winners: ap- 

vached $22.000 

‘Stars on Ice’ Center (23d week) 


(R-3,000: $1.65). As expected, dipped 


| sharply prior to Christmas, and last} 


| week’s takings estimated around | 
$19.000; should bounce right back | 
into big money; extra matinees 
slated. 

‘Strip for Action,’ Nationa] (12th 
week) (C-1.162; $3.85). Dropped to 


around $10,500, be red 
operation, but until recently it was 
making money: definitely going off | 
Jan. 2 and should share in holiday 
business 

‘The 
(9th 
around 
to play 
to climb. 

‘The Eve of St. Mark,’ Cort (11th 
week) (D-1.064: $3.30). Not greatly 


which may 


Damask Cheek,’ Playhouse 
week) (C-895: $3.30). Down 
$6,500 but has good chance 
through winter and figures 


| off but was affected like other drama 


} 4 


leaders: approximated $16,000: real 
money for highly rated war play 

‘The Pirate,’ Beck 4th week} (C 
1.214: $3.85). T lay } 


| date) 


Climber, $23,800, 


have climbed, quoted at $23,800: that 


| is nearly all show cen get: topped all, 


‘The Willow and I,’ Windsor (2d 
week) (D-873: $3.30). Ceme in at 
hazardous time and parties helped 
but mild gross around $6.000: chances 
to make grade should be indicated 
after this week. 

‘Uncle Harrv.’ Hudson (30th week) 
(D-1.042: $3.30). Has been going 
along to fcirly good money for 
meller and making a run of it: down 
around $7.000 last week: wil! climb 
back. 


‘Without Tove,’ S‘. James (6th 
week) (C-1,520; $3.30). Outgrossed 
the musicels in recent weeks but 


even this draw attraction dipped last 
week; still very big at quoted $22,- 
800. 

Added 


‘Claudia,’ Forrest (réturn engage- 
ment) (original dete 56 weeks) (20th 
week) (C-1.105: $1.65). Figures to 
get share of holiday business but 
continuance of repeat engagement 
denends on business thereafter: $5,- 
500 estimated. 

‘Native Son,’ Majestic (return 
(8th week) (D-1.715: $1.65). 
Went down again after some boost 
through publicity flare-up, and last 
week” Was Grourid $5.500° “doutn fui 
after next week. 


Revival 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Royale (4th 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Very good 


showing so far and may last into 
spring, if not lonser: somewhat af- 
fected but turned in $12,000. 

‘The Three Sisters’ Barrymore (D- 
1.104; $3.85). Presented by Katharine 
Cornell; written by Anton Chekhov; 
name cast attracted big business in 
Washington and Baltimore; opened 
Monday (21); strong press. 

Vaude-Revue 


‘Show Time,’ Broadhurst (14th 
week) (1,142; $2.75). Slipped to 
around $14,000: vaude show has been 


making good but not at that level: 
should be again profitable during 
holidays. 


Greenwich Village 
‘Winter Soldiers,’ Studio Theatre. 
Withdrawn. 


‘Only the Heart,’ Provincetown 
Playhouse. Mentioned to move up- 
| town. 


ee 


“DOUGHGIRLS’ FAIR 96 


IN BALTIMORE WEEK 




















Baltimore, Dec. 22. 
‘The Doughgirls, at Ford’s here 
last week, drew a mixed reaction 
from the local critics and a fairish 
gross figured liberally at $9000. 
On Christmas night Jed Harris 
gives his ‘Dark Eyes’ a sendoff, to 
be fol] 1 by two more perform- 
neces Satu 
‘Widow’ 7'4G, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Dec. 22. 
Muriel in ‘Merry Widow’ 
lid approximate $7,500 last week 
1.300-seat Cox at $2.75 ke 
was a little better than half of the 
expected mark and Cincy’s poorest 
of the season. 
Show received nice notice Cold 
and snow hurt. 
| | 
| | 
' 





Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 
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THROW A POSEY TO 
SANTA CLAUS 


Wm. Morris 





Direction: 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


J { t im! TI 3 ] 7 
i occupied DV Wa ( Wi ec 
Manage ) } } i Yo ( 
W { e oC ( of ‘I W Fa I pire v. ¥ 
nay t ; “pe Irma é ) O i W ( 
Sn { ( i Latter 1 ree I i ) the t 
; 3 \ f eede n ler Bi A i ) i 
Ro ‘Ab I Rose 
Golde cont aed 1e column that there i! ! corded comn 
denominator of all great stage successes, a sort of for 1 for hits, s f 
they were all concerned with or about married or elderly people Play 
instance wi iy Old Homestead’ standout in the 1890's had Denman 
Thompson in the lead role, he being over 60; James A. Hearne scored 
a big wav with ‘Shore Acres’ about the same time: David Warfield in 
‘The Auctioneer’ and ‘Music Master’ was no youngster: Joseph Jefferson in 
‘Rip Van Winkle’ and ‘Uncle Tom’s Cab with its elderly Negro charac- 


ter, were also American classic 

Frank Bacon in ‘Lightnin’ and the lead in ‘Road’ were on in years, w! 
he said that it was the A. K.s in ‘Abie’ who made the show, which ran 
five years, and not the youngsters who made the title 


Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times’ new war correspondent-drama critic, ra- 
dioed two yarns from China last week, both again being bylined on page 
one. Upon reaching Chungking he immediately reverted to type, attending a 
Chinese version of ‘Hamlet’ at the Kuo Tai theatre He wrote that, al- 


ry) ] 


the play had been running two weeks it ‘was not ready tor formal 


. os , ' , P s.3. of | 
Chief make-up problem was that of schnozzles. Atkinson stated The | 


king has a monstrous, pendulous nose that would serve valiantly in a 


) 


burlesque show: Polonius has a pointed nose; Hamlet cuts his way through | 


with a nose fashioned like a ploughshare. ... Whenever the ghost appears 


the weather is alarming; lightning, thunder and wind give triumphant | ‘Good Night Ladies’ — Blackstone, 
performances. It was a lengthy performance, as are most shows in China, |Chjeaco (23-2) 


and he took to the air again some time after 11 p. m., with the play about 
half finished. 


In another story Atkinson told of sitting in the nose of a bomber dur- | 
ing a Paid over the Burma Road. He was with the pilot and smoked a 


pipe as though hardly aware of the plane’s mission, he wrote. 


On Monday (21), when the temperature dipped under zero in New 
York, many complaints reached several Broadway theatre managements 
oh lack of heat. In one instance, at the St. James, where Katharine Hep- 
burn is appearing in ‘Without Love,’ the house was so cold that the audi- 
ence throughout the performance wore overcoats and furs, 

House management was not at fault, though, and it was known that 


the heating system's oil tank had been filled late last week. Reported | 


that Miss Hepburn refuses to permit the steam to be turned on during 
performances because r.oise of the radiators interferes with her perform- 
ance. On matinee days offices over the St. James are unheated, and ss 
complaints disclosed the star’s radiator stance. St. James is the only leg 
house known to use an oil heating system Others have coal plants o1 
are supplied by a public service steam company 

New managerial duo of Faggen and Berns has leased the Shubert 
theatre, Philadelphia, but the problem of securing legit attractions has 
hardly been solved. They spent considerable coin in get 
into condition, with the idea of securing musical shows, house being of 


ting the house 
large capacity and suitable for such attractions, but none is presenti 
available. 

‘Sailor Beware’ was recently shown at the Shubert. It was figured that 
comedy, having fared well in summer spots and neighborhoods, would be 
a live one, but it petered out quickly. ‘Sailor’ was revived by Arthut 


J. Berkhardt, who has been seeking a Broadway house, but no booking | 


has been made 


From ‘somewhere in the Middle East’ during the past week came a 


money order for $5.50 from an American soldier, one Private Sam Grossin- 
ger, who wished to reserve two tickets to the Molly Picon starrer, ‘Oy is 
Dus a Leben,’ Yiddish-language musical at the Picon theatre, N. Y. The 
tickets were for his Bronx parents, who, he stated in an accompanying 
note, ‘had ‘long been admirers of Miss Picon’, and he wanted to make 
certain that they would see her click show, 

A similar incident involving the Theatre Guild occurred recently. when 
a A} i ) Africa reserve i cket fo The Pirate sta ig 
tha I I the rec yer ? | CASE 

Bradford Hatto: young acto who understudies several parts in ‘Junior 
Miss,” suddenly went on Saturday night (19) at the Lyceum, N. Y. As 
assista stage n iger he pressed a buzzer indicating 1t was time for 
Alexander Kirkland to entrance but the latter did not appear. Hatton 
the Dp eda na ok ove Kir] nd late arrived at the theatre 
and expla eda ne ( ] apal ent yLISE ¢ ato A cn Va 
ja 1 b ver floors. 

‘Miss’ ha moved to the 46th Street but lavs off until Friday (25) 
Lyceum relight vith ‘Doughgirls’ next week. is 

Sue Ryan, comedienne. was auditioned and signed for the forthcoming 
‘Follies’ last week an unusual manne! She was slipped without warn- 
ing to the ¢ tomers to the show at the Strand theatre, 3roadway 
vaudtilme to do her stuff for John Murrav Anderson, Harry Kaufman 
and o rf S 

Dea \ or, ¢ I at t Strand, was also signed fo 
the 1 earsal. |] Milton Be Ilona Ma 
Arth Treat 

Wa p t me 400 p peop oO I Is C Arn 
Vv I I H A Le i€ mont € i ia a : 

( Dp ) new a peop i C€ the é hi if e i € 
{ p 100 ! Lud l¢ e ol soldaie ¢ 
a I D6 ( i ) ) Va < 

4 i ) 

Co yination three-shee advertising of some of the Broadway show 
playing Sundays has been used on a number of boards in the Time 
Square zone. Each house attraction is given the same amount of space at 
$10 per week, but it is understood the rate was variable in some instances 

Theatres represenied are principally under Shubert management but 
an exceptio the Center (Stars on Ice’) To date two shows which 


were included on the paper have closed and the spaces blanked over. 


la 





Frieda Barnett, of the Equity’s N. Y. office staff. was wed recently 
She was formerly a stenographer in the office but took over the filing 
department when Catherine Darcy quit after many years with Equity 


far and Nose hospital, N. Y. 


Jim Troupe Alls |convalescing at the Manhattan Eye, 
E : 


Jai t 1y manager 

of ‘The Wiie Take a Child. which Charities G. Stewart offered to take 

opens Frida (25) 1 Boston. was! °Ver tor Troup, with the stipulation 

taken ill last we and an emer- that as soon as Troup recovers he is 

gpenc oneratio a performed on to resul I post of compa man- 

WA ny } 

4 | ( the esult of < vv » ) S prese 1 pb 
1 ’ A 

& 0 i He is reported 1c. W 


Current Road Shows 


and Old Lace’ 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (: 
‘Blackouts of 1942’ 
Hollywood (23-2 
‘Blossom Time’ 


Co. )—American, 


Green’—Curran, 


‘Dark Eyes’ (tryout )—Ford’s. 





Rochester, N. Y. 


Pittsburgh (25-2). 


‘Her First Murder’ (tryout)—Cass, 
Rookie’'—Belasco, 
(2d Co.) — Harris, 


(3d Co.)—Bushnell 





Philadelphia (28-2). 
the Dark’—Taft 
rium, Cincinnati 


the Ozarks’—Great 
‘Merry Widow’ — Selwyn, Chicago | 


—f -baker, Chi- | 
Studebaker, Chi | everyone that any public exhibition | 


ington (23-26). 
‘Something for the Boys’ (tryout r ’ 
; JOUT’ | had been brought in the ‘Wine’ case 


‘Spring Again’—Plymouth. 


‘Sweet Charity’ (revised) (tryout) 
Philadelphia (23-26). 
‘This Is the Army’—Shrine 


Auditorium, Charleston, | 


ife Takes a Child’ (trvout) 








on Saturday 
l0c a beer parlors’ tu 
= -] 


Pago Pago Room, which 


the nite club proprietors 





Year’s Eve, noth- 
has been decided by the | 


i ble by a change in the penal code $45 000 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Ask My Friend Sandy’—A 


Court of Special! 


‘You'll See Stars’—David Cran 





Equity Against ‘Intimidation’ 


Equity struck back at censorship attempts in one of the most sharp), 
worded editorials it has yet carried in the association’s magazine. 
Comment is headed ‘Nor censorship by intimidation, either.’ Citing 
the instance of ‘Native Son,’ Majestic, N. Y.. where notice to close 
had been posted and then taken down, it said the play was not an 
immoral, indecent or obscene play. ‘The play had simply incurred the 
displeasure of the Roman Catholic Church and is On its list of ‘wholly 
»bjectionable plays’ attendance at which is forbidden to members of 
that church.’ 

Lee Shubert had been quoted as saying he wanted to avoid trouble 
which might mean cancellation of the theatre’s license. After a lively 
emergency meeting, during which Equity made ‘so determined a pro- 
test against this closing’ that the support of many other producing 
managers and authors was quickly shown, Shubert said he had been 
misquoted and that the closing notice was merely a matter of poor 
grosses. 

Had the show stopped, says Equity, ‘the forces pressing for censor- 
ship would have been assured that a new and powerful secret weapon 
had been delivered into their hands... it would be no longer neces- 
sary to prove that a play was immoral, indecent or obscene or any- 
thing else. All that would be necessary would be to intimidate the 
owners of theatrical real estate . . Organized pressure groups might 
object on any grounds,’ with the result that a manager might feel 
justified ordering any show out of his theatre. 

‘These pressure groups are responsible to no one but themselves. 
Their standards are not always in agreement with the general con- 
science of the community ... under a policy of censorship by intimi- 
dation there would be, no fair and open contest... . The imposition of 
particular types of morality by a reign of terror is certainly nothing 
that the American public should encourage or permit in such a crisis 
as that through which we are passing at this moment... while Equity 
hates and distrusts and will oppose an official censorship from any 
source, it has even less use for and will oppose as strongly a censor- 
ship imposed and maintained by intimidation.’ 











Herk’s Sentence 


Continued from page 49 

















the police, evidently at the instance | having the case switched to General 
of the district attorney's office. | Semaine ‘hoping to befuddle a jury.’ 
Margie Hart was the stripper in 

‘Wine’ whose performance is claimed 

| to have brought on the trouble, ac- 

| cording to those in show circles. She 

| escaped prosecution, but in the ‘Sex’ 
instance. Among other things he} case in 1927 Mae West was sent to 
said: ‘This conviction is a notice eo the workhouse for 10 days on an im- 
moral show charge. Although she 
| was reported scrubbing the floors, the 
‘time’ was reported to have been 


Judge Bohan Lequacious 


Ordinarily Judge Bohan makes 
few comments when gassing sent- 
ence, but was loquacious in this 


intended to excite the passions in- 
ordinately or degrade the dignity 
ol women, should be driven from something of a lark for Miss West 
the New York stage It was sur-| Herman Shapiro and Samuel! Funt, 
mised in show circles that pressure ‘Wine’s’ stage and company man- 
agers, who got suspended sentences, 
were warned not to figure in any 
show of the ‘Wine’ type, or else. 
First named is a New Jersey at- 
torney, also an actor. He played bits 

Report ‘of the probation officer} and understudied the ‘Wine’ male 
was mentioned by the court, it be-| principals. For a time he was a 
ing to the effect that Herk had been} member of Equity, but withdrew 
hired to put on ‘Wine’ by the show’s, about two years ago. 


by one or more religious groups, 
determined to ‘clean®up the stage.’ 
Catholic Theatre Movement is be- 
lieved to head the religious groups. 


packers, not named in the report.} ‘Wine’ was fading fast when the 


That they were lucky in not being | charges were filed and, if the com- 

included in the indictment was clear,| plaint had been held back a few 

but under the law could till be | days. the show would have folded 
| : 


prosecuted for aiding in the mis-| Publicity of the charges then upped 


demeanol Assistant prosecutor Sol}the b.o. Defendants were convicted 
Gelb is quoted saving that had he} Dec. 3, at which time the show was 
presented the case to the grand|immediately taken off Until the 
jury. he would have included Lee! license i renewable, the Ambassa- 
Shubert and Max Liebman, reputed; dor theatre is in the same category 
partners in ‘Wine,’ along with Herk.! as condemned property 


Latter is said to have received a 
, 


salary of $150 per week and no share 


Lof the profits Pitt Won’t Get Original 


Louis Mandel, an attorney and ‘Father’ Previous Plan 


accountant who was in charge of 


the show’s finances, was reported 


having beer called in by Gelb Pittsburgh, Dec. 22 
and to have frankly named the Pittsburgh won't get the original 
backers If there was a contract! company of ‘Life With Father,’ 
between the ‘Wine’ backers it was| headed by Howard Lindsay and 
not produced Herk said he had} Dorothy Stickney, next month, as 
been told at one time that he owned] promised. Instead troupe topped by 
90" of the show and later that it} Percy Waram and June Walker, who 
was a one third share Shubert is; is replacing Margalo Gillmore on 
said to have withdrawn as part; tour, wil! come in for two weeks 
owner severai weeks before the] on Jan. 1! 

ymplaint wa dé Lindsay when in tow: last Sep- 
Censorship Matter in Abevance tember for opening of ‘Strip 1 

Mayor La Guardia has made no At see = nich he co-authol 

furthe) move towards forming a Rus ell (€ rouse, t Id new papermen 
theatre committee to pass on ques- he and Mi Stickney (M Linasa, 
tioned plays after talking the cen- were £0 , Oo the roaaq tnemst¢ r 
orship matter over with several| 2/t¢r the first of the year and 
Equity leadei Latter are said to —— . er erey n Pitts 
Nave advised the Mavor to call in They've since had a change yf heart 

however, and will remain in New 


the managers and authors to round 
out such a committee, but LaGuardia 
did not seem impressed with that 
idea 


York 

‘Father’ has already played here, 
with Louis Calhern and Dorothy 
Gish, for two weeks last season. At 
that time, Oscar Serlin and UBO 
were still at odds, so its engage- 
ment was at the Senator theatre, a 
| film house, where it did around 
on the run. 


Players responstble for the in- 
decent ‘Wine’ performance were 
also lucky in not being prosecuted. | 
Their exclusion was made possi- 


at the instance of Equity. Latters’ 
intent was to protect its members in 


legit shows and not burlesque per- Yurka’s Coast Play 


| formers such as were in ‘Wine.’ Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 


Court castagated the defendant | Blanche Yurka draws top bill 


and charged that they continued an | in Jess Smith’s production of ‘The 
‘ok ‘en j OO +rY . : . . ’ 
obscene, indecent, immoral and im-| Barber Had Two Sons,’ breaking in 
| 
| 


pure exhibition...afte, being} New Year's night at the Lobero, 
warned...for a few dirty dollars.’| Santa Barbara. Play is by Tom Dug- 
Bohan charged that thev sought to | gan and Jame Hogan and will play 
avoid due process of law in thel!in other Coast spots to test it pos- 


ti 


a 
> 


sessions (three| sibilities for Broadway. 
' ; 


judges sit ) a} ) 


are | . : | 
ee g here all misde- Cast being directed by Me!ville 
neanol rlais property belong by Burke 
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Broadway 


‘Praise the Lord’ has gone 450,000 


copies. 

Joan Edwards’ brother, Jack, into 
Fort Dix. 

Keynote of this year’s Xmas cards 

(1) economy and (2) the wat’s 
serious impact on the Yule spirit. 

Colored reproductions of Stage 
Door Canteen activities by Barney 
Tobey given servicemen in postcard 
form. ; 

Gertrude Bromberg is press agent 
and Sam Handlesman back with 
Chicago company of “The Eve of St. 

rk.’ 
me Carlin, former Philadelphia 
treasurer, replaced late Eddie Keller 
in boxoffice of the Natioual, Wash- 
ington. : ; 

Ellin Berlin and the three children 
joined Irving Berlin in Detroit tnis 
week, where ‘This Is the Army’ is 
current, for the Xmas holidays. 

Maj. Joseph L. Chabot, a prisoner 
of the Japs in the Philippines, is son- 
in-law of Victor Kiraly who is on 
the Coast, back with ‘Blessom Time.’ 

Berlin’s ‘White Christmas’ has al- 
ready become a theme trailer on the 
radio for jewelers, utilizing ‘Blue 
White Xmas’ as a cue for ‘blue white 
diamonds.’ 

Attorney Milton Diamond hosting 
a reception for Gov. and Mrs. 
Charles Poletti at his East 92d street 
manse next week. : 

A. J. and Carrie Balaban more 
elated over the favorable press re- 
views of their ‘Continuous Perform- 





is 


for a few weeks and Lew Mercur is 
managing the Music Bar. 

With Nixon dark for first time 
this season, Sam Nixon is in N. Y. 
seeing some of the shows, 

Dancer Rae Russell's husband, 
Kenneth Filinger, commissioned a 
lieutenant (j.g.) in the navy. 

Bob Prince, sportscaster on WJAS, 
writing a sports column for Bulletin- 
Index, local news-mag weekly. 

Arthur Ravel band and _ singer 
June Robbins held over at William 
Penn hotel for few more weeks. 

Lorin Maazel, 12-year-old maes- 
tro, will conduct Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony in special concert Jan. 12. 

Pyt. Fred Burleigh, former Play- 
house director who was inducted last 
May. now somewhere in Australia. 

Sol Heller was all set to shove off 
for the army when the 38-year-old 
ceiling came through. So was Marty 
Burnett. 

With departure of her husband, 
Harry Gordon, New York business 
man, for the Army, Shirley Heller 
has returned to Pittsburgh and is 
back singing again with Herman 
Middleman’s band at the Yacht Club. 


‘St. Mark’ 


Continued from page 4 




















as providing comedy; the second is 
a transition, and the third and the 
fourth contain the drama and the 
punch of the play, plus the two 
speeches and the action that give 
the show importance. 


Obviously the play in this form 


London 


William Moliison a flu victim and 
confined to his apartment. 

Irving Ashei shipped out of Eng- 
land very quietly to join the Ameri- 
can forces. 

‘Buckie’ Taylor has just published 
his reminiscences under the title 
‘Shake the Bottle.’ 

Adele Dixon turning down the part 
of Natalie in the revival of ‘The 
Merry Widow’ by Jack Hylton. 

Ian Hunter here and hoping to 
join the Motor Torpedo Boat or 
Launch branch of the Royal Navy. 

Illness of Paul Soskin has held up 
production of ‘Dear Octopus’ 
Gainsborough Films, under his three- 
picture contract. 

With Phyllis Dare, Richard Tauber 
and Charlie Kunz off the bills due to 
indisposition. Bernard Delfont has 
had plenty trouble with his touring 
shows. 

Max Thorpe, head of Columbia 
Pictures sales force, highly recom- 
mending Dave Morris, provincial 
comic and great Blackpool favorite, 
as picture bet. 

‘Mixed Relations,’ new farce by 
Guy Paxton and Edward Hoile, suc- 
ceeded ‘Murder from Memory’ at the 
Ambassadors. Presented by Charles 
Killick and Oliver Gordon. Polly 
Ward is star. 

Warners. doing a circus film titled 
‘The Dark Tower’ and using Reco 
Bros. circus. had to hold up shoot- 
ing for whole day. involving cost of 
$5.200, due to obstainacy of troop of 
elephants refusing to face the cam- 
era. 





for | 


Seneca, I]. John Hogan, 
asst. mgr. of the Arcade, St. Charles, 
Ill., is filling Younks former post. 
Irving Berlin sang ‘Oh How I 
Hate to Get Up in the Mcrning’ and 
‘White Christmas’ at The Jefferson 


Barracks, Mo., Replacement Center 
and then banged out 31 hits out of 
35 shots with a submachine gun 


snows last 


the rifle range, between 
week. 


former 


on 








Radio Hitting Blue 











Continued from page 29 


circumstances and conditions to get 
these axes ground. Of course, it is 
easy to hop up a program with shock 
technique and blue gags when other 
writers fail to do so. Violation of 








a tabu always compels attention, re- | 


gardless of the nature of the tabu. 
It is also axiomatic that such vio- 
lations are effective only in inverse 
ratio to the extent of use. 

‘‘Freedom of the art’ sounds swell, 
but any art is addressed to its au- 
dience. 
fine the audience to which he is 
working, is that much less an ariist 
A spicy cartoon would go to Esquire 
—decidedly not to the Southern 
Churchman. 

‘The plea of ‘realism’ falls down 
completely. What has happened to 


all the good solid four-letter Anglo- | 


Why eliminate them 
A line is 


Saxon words? 
from a realistic picture? 


The artist who fails to de- | 


Hollywood 


Ilona Massey divorced Alan Curtis, 

Cliff Nazarro recuperating from a 
nasal operation. 

Chill Wills, with a name like that, 
la.d up with a cold. 

Bette Davis back to work after 
| tive-day siege of laryngitis. 

William Dozier returned to his Par 
story desk after home office huddles, 

Rita Hayworth back to work after 
two weeks of Broadway vacationing, 

Julian Johnson back from shop- 
ping tour as story editor for 20th- 
| FOx. 
Roy Rogers, Republic’s top rider, 


‘laid up with flu on Kernville 
location. 
William S. Hart, 72, recovering 


| from pleurisy, following a recent eye 
operation. 

Shirley Palmer, screen actress, 
awarded divorce from John Collier, 
film writer. 

Lee Traever, former vaude player, 
was appointed a casting director at 
Central Casting. 

Claudette Colbert’s illness 
pended work on ‘So Proudly 
Hail’ at Paramount. 

Seott Dunlap, severely burned in 
the Boston night club fire, en route 
to recuperate at home. 
| Private Carl Laemmle, Jr., in town 
| on furlough from the Signal Corps 
| base in Astoria, L. I. 

Jose Iturbi returned from a New 
| York concert to resume work at 
| Metro in ‘Private Miss Jones.’ 
| Harry Cohn, Col studio chief, 
| knocked down by an auto but got 
right up again, slightly bruised. 


sus- 
We 








ance,’ his biog, than almost anything | 
be 





have to do with ‘realism’ in art? 


‘ else in their lives. lacks the fulsomeness and complete | are drawn, and it can just as well Mary Astor divorced her third hus- 

a Sherman Billingsley is now ‘a | dramatic quality of the original, but » drawn before anyone becomes of- | ae B -wscgay Del Campo, former 
riage coe} ae eg 2 Ry piece | it also is devoid of maudlinism. A Chicago fended. What does the paternity gar y el or now in the Canadian 
in Collier’s for Jan. 2, trailerizing | Army. 


the ‘keep warm this winter with a 
sweater’ movement. 

Lester Lee and Jerry Seelen, spe- 
cial material songwriters for Joe E. 
Lewis, et al., start on a new Par- 
amount picture contract Jan. 18, to 
specialize on novelty lyrics. 

Mort Blumenstock in Washington 
Monday (12) to personally deliver a 
print of ‘Sergeant York’ to Dr. Wei 
Tao-Ming, the Chinese Ambassador, 


for shipment to Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek. 
The Danny Kayes (Sylvia Fine) 


stalling her Coast departure for Sam 
Goldwyn until Jan. 3, which is their 
third anniversary. Miss Fine and 
Max Liebman, scripters for Kaye, 
probably head west the very next 
day. 
Will Yolen, in charge of exploita- 
tion under Mort Blumenstock at 
Warner Bros., copped a gold watch 
for his efforts in landing new recruits 
for the 12th regiment of the N. Y. 
State Guard. This regiment is full 
of filmites, being called the Times 
Square corps. * 

Jules Brulatour and his wife, 
Hope Hampton, took refuge in the 
nearby home of Arthur ‘Bugs’ Baer, 
the columnist, Monday (21), when 
smoke from a fire in an adjoining 
building seeped through the walls of 
their home at 1145 Park Ave. 

Mme. Litvinov observed to Yeo- 
man Lou Mindling (ex-CBS and 
MCA) at the Stork Club recently 
that ‘it must be very cold around 
Great Lakes’ (where he’s stationed). 


Whereupon Mindling observed, ‘It’s | everyone knowing at least two parts. 
| That keeps the group at least one 


as nothing compared to what it must 
be around Stalingrad.’ 


Miami 


Army taking over Casanova and 
euben’s on beach for messhalls. 
Harry Richman distributed over 
6,000 toys to children of service men. 
Giovanni Martinelli here for single 
concert at All-American Metropolis 
Harold Barnes, wire walker with 
Cole Bros. circus, into Coast Guard. 
Andre Kostelanetz flew from N. Y. 
to conduct Air Force orchestra in 
concert for servicemen. Arranged 
by Set. ) 
sonal rep for Kosty. 
Ballet Theatre group, with Irina 
aronova, Anton Dolin and Alicia 
Markova, opened Givic Music season. 


with 7 9n . ° 
Ml «,200 crowding auditorium of 
“Aiami-Edison high schoo] 


Holly wood performers now in Offi- 
cere Training School include Wil- 
liam Holden, Bruce Cabot, Rober? 
: reston, Gilbert Roland, Bryant 
Washbusn, Jr., and Erik Rhodes. Re 
Drs has Melvyn Douglas, due at 

S, shifted to Camp Robinson, Ark. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Stella Urban has joi 

. ¢ é S Joined the Kath- 
ey chorus in an Atlanta hotel. 
is 1A — of the Slate Brothers, 
any day. expects to be called up 

tanley’s  tryj 

kaye’s name Fg oy 
time in Jan. 


Sammy 
on a contract for some 


Singer Betty Falvo up and around | 


@Zain after «< Scat. aiihieineaiiia Metign se 
in the ma = several weeks 
layhy, case has resigned from the 
ae Ouse technical staff for a job 
‘n'a defense plant. 
uddy Lester out of Yacht Club 


after month's ° 
‘ S Tun an ie 
Charles in fb gg into the Club 


4ur's. nnv . ‘ 
iter gs wohnay Harris back home 
oo nding nearly a year on the | 
Al Mowe her parents, 

* mercurs have gone to Florida 


“who 


superior idea would be to do some 
rewriting to better balance the four 
scenes, if other camps choose to do 
it in that more practical form than 





the original. And perhaps Anderson, 
is expected out here within 
_the next week or so to view the| 
handiwork that has been imposed | 
upon his offering, will be moved to | 
make a real adaptation. It would} 
take very little work. 
To Run For Duration 

Col. J. W. Downer, post comman- 
dant, and Lt. Col. James Toom, 
commandant of the Reception Center 
here, are so pleased with the play 
that they have decreed it shall run | 
for the duration, or until Army 
orders so deplete the cast that will 
be impossible. It will go on at least | 


once a week, with the plan being | 
that every selectee who comes to| 
Upton for his initial processing | 


(some stay only three or four days) 
will see ‘St. Mark’. 

That will be the second or third | 
night after they’ve donned khaki, | 








| ton, Goodbye’. 
routine 


ithe travel orders. 


| performers in the curtain-raiser are 





Humphrey Doulens, ex-per- | 





however. The first night the Special 
Service unit gives them something 
else—an original revue, ‘Hello, Up- 
It kids the draftees’ 
and is guaranteed to re- 
lieve that aching-for-home feeling. 

Cast of the revue is pretty much 
the same as that in ‘St. Mark,’ with 





ahead of the little man with 
Not only do they 
double on stage, but also back stage. 
‘St. Mark,’ in its abbreviated ver- 
sion, is preceded by a concert. The 
musicians, finishing that chore, then 
become the grips and property men 
for the Among the 


jump 


lay soldier 


i) 
vic 


the Arnaut brothers, out of vaude. 
‘Broadway’ Cast 
Cast of ‘St. Mark’ is likewise made 


up almost entirely of boys with | 
Broadway experience. Alfred Ry- 
der, who was in ‘Awake and Sing’ 


and other Group Theatre plays, as 
well as in ‘Junior Miss’ and Sammy 


of ‘The Goldbergs’ on the air, plays | V 


Marion. That’s the southern boy pat- 
terned by Anderson on Marion Har- 
grove, author of the current best- 
seller, ‘See Here, Private Hargrove 

With many 
he original in wnich Quizz appears 
Marion becomes the No. 1 role in the 


play and Ryder handles it capably. 


the absence of scenes in 


Incidentally, he has been ill and 
after each performance the Post 
ambulance is waiting at the stage 


door to return him to the hospital. 

Quizz is played by Pvt. Sam Main, 
who counts among his stage credits 
appearances with Maurice Evans in | 
‘Twelfth Night.” Mulveroy Pvt. 
George Petrie, late of ‘Cafe Crown’ 
and ‘Night Before Christmas. Others 
are Pvt. Edwin Milk, Philip Smallen, 
Jules Munshin, Richard Kaplan and | 


1S 


Erasmus di Russ (known in vaude 
as Ray Dodge). The sex angle is 


Mildred Bonk, who was spotted by | 
the cast at a USO dance and never 
had been on a stage before donning 


|his biography of George M. 


| senic 


| Cxit, 
| tragedy. 


| ing 
| editors 


Major Bowes making one of his 
infrequent visits here. 

Lee Sloan becomes president of 
Show Folks, Inc., Jan. 1. 

Jack Irving. local AGVA secrtary, 
to Dallas on organization business. 

Show Folks. Inc., had a Christmas 
tree at its Dec. 17 meeting and mem- 
bers exchanged gifts. 

Irving Yergin, Warner exploita- 
tion man. hosted by 75 of his friends 
at a Blackstone hotel dinner. 

Emile Petti’s orchestra signed to 
stay at the Pump Room of the Am- 
bassador hotel until March 16. 

Si Fabian spent day conferring 
with Bill Hollander and other pix 


| theatre heads on WAC matters. 


Sophie Tucker, currently at the 
Chez Paree, is writing her autobiog 
and has completed nine chapters. 

Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun col- 
umnist, here gathering material for 
Cohan. 

Capt. Emerson, of showboat fame, 
in County hospital with a broken 
shoulder. Operation may be neces- 
sary. 

Lido, Forrest and Lil theatres, 
Forest Park and Maywood houses, 
added to the membership of Allied 
Theatres of Illinois. 


Washington 


Hickory House, N. Y., is planning | . 
To be | with an hour of burlesque routines 
jand then follow in the next-to-clos- | 
ling spot with a radio script that is| 


a branch in the Capital. 
opened early in “43. 
Sidney Lust collected 10,000 toys 
Marvland and Virginia thea- 
children. 
Monrtague in ahead of ‘Ar- 
and Old Lace.’ Nat Dorfman 
due in front of ‘This Little Hand.’ 
Navy League of the United States 
will sponsor Loew Palace opening 
of ‘Stand By for Action,’ Dec. 30. 
Stage Door Canteen ordered to 
fireproof all hangings and add new 
following the Cocanut Grove 


at 
tres ior 
John 


poor 


theatre advanced its open- 
to Dec. 24 so that movie 
could have the holiday at 
their firesides. 
Theatre Guild 


cast ana cCrliCs a 
ony it? ‘ P n ‘The 
Ni! « Ol? bd P| C 


Earle 
day 


tossed a party for 
at the Mayflower, 
Russian People’ 
present. 
RB ka gave a Christ- 
ft employees of their 
e Apex Dec. 22. 
her was Santa 
vs tmas party 
tern division 
held Sunday 
Carter 


laus 
f Ea 
§ ) 

Shoreham, 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Guard has taken over the 
Mark Twain hotel. 
Randy Brown currently 

floor at the Club Continental, 
lotel Jefferson. 

Fred Wehrenberg spending a few 
hours each day at his Cinderella 
after major operation 


Coast 
600-room 


show 


William S. Irwin has succeeded 
Edward Walker as manager of the 
Havana and Lawford, Havana, III. | 


Walker recently 


the sarong. Club. a midtown nitery, jugged for 
Production, which went smoothly selling liquor after hours. Seven 
. amninv Cc «) ‘ " > . lo . " 

despite the fact Upton has no doubt | ©“™Plovees als oe 60 
the worst theatre in al: the Army, | a ee ee a 
. : Rav K. Younk nanager of the 

| was supervised by Wilson. He also | y..,, iomepcutile % has beer 
" 1 2 t ' — — 
directed, with the assistance of | yn; ana f e Anderson 
| Ryder and Petrie. IT : ters at 





lradio custom of playing to 
| mediate 
lence or the group with which the 
|writer is familiar. All too often this 
lis the smart metropolitan 


Bar- | 





heading | 


| the 
j}and another shocker would 


joined the air force. | 
Sam Roth. prop. of the Paramount | 


‘It is true that ‘this is war,’ but 
it is also true, as a matter of record, 
that the most stirring appeals in 
American, or any other history, have 
been phrased without benefit of pro- 
fanity or vulgarity. 

Then Came the Comics 

‘Time was when radio was family 
entertainment. Then came the stage 
comedians with a background of blue 
gag technique and a nostalgic odor 
of the burlesque wheel. The blue 
pencils wore out one by one until 
now a cloud of ozone surrounds the 
average comedy program. Paternity 
jokes are standard. Illegitimate 
children and human triangles frolic 
during the daytime. 

‘Radio is the only truly national 
medium and it is fundamentally a 
family affair. By its very nature 
it cannot become all things to all 
men. Its function is distribution of 
education, culture and entertainment. 
Youths Companion, Ladies Home 
Journal, Atlantic Monthly and the 
Saturday Evening Post, yes—but no 
dice on Captain Billy’s Wizbang. 
Many people object to profanity and 
vulgarity, whereas none object to 
the absence of these 
can be entertained, educated and in- 
formed without them. 

‘Admittedly it is tough 
entertain a gang at an Army Camp 


so dull by comparison that not even 
a titter comes from the highly pub- 
licized military background. This 
goes right back to the time-honored 
the 
audi- 


audience—the studio 


theatre- 
going public which is not even rep- 
resentative of the cities in which it 
resides. In our own area, for in- 


istance, church groups are all-impor- | 


tant. These groups are highly voc al, 


|truly representative avd play a large 


part in community affairs It may be 
irecalled that an evangelical bishop 
lswung the state of Virginia into the 
|Republican column for the first and 
lonly time in history when Al Smith 
was a presidential candidate. The 
motion picture managed to see tne 
llight when the church became mili- 
tant, 
Must Clean Shop 

‘Aside from any sense of steward- | 
ship or of proprieties, it is to our 
own self-interest to clean up the, 
shop before somebody comes in with | 
a new broom and does it for us. 

‘It is purely a matter of good 
|writing and fairness to our fellow 
craftsmen. If, for instance. ‘guts’ 
|} were strewn over every progress, | 


word would become ineffective 


be found—presumably some word 
lconnected with bodily excreta or 
sexual functions—until it, too, went 


the eventual way of all shocke1 


recognize the limitations of his craft 


'——lest someone else define his au- 
dience for him. Or shall we at 
|'WRVA go ahead with the idea of 
|presenting a good narrator of Pull- 
man smoker stories each even at 
10:30 P.M.?’ 

Rarr 


items and all | 


going to} 


im- |} 


| jestic 
| test pilot. 


have to] 


wn . | Wwe 
The lazy writer must be made to! 


Uncle Sam asked $31,285 in back 
; taxes from Orson Welles, $1,580 from 
Victor Mature, and 1,066 from Rob- 
ert Preston. 

Corinne Griffith, star of silent pic- 
tures, is closing her Washington, 
| D. C., home to return to Hollywood 

for a screen meback. 

Winfield Sfleehan and his wife, 
Mme. Maria Jeritza, moved into 
Hollywood from their Hidden Valley 
| Ranch on account of gas rationing. 

Spangler Arlington Brugh and 
; Ruby Stevens Brugh asked Superior 
Court to legalize their screen names, 
en Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
i wyc 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


! 

i 

| Doraine Lewis held over for fifth 
| week at Frolics. 

| Ralph Green, independent circuit 
| owner, in Marines. 

| Paramount exchange held Christ- 
mas party at King Cole hotel. 

| Cyril Lebedoff, National Screen 
| salesman, to army officer school. 

| Sir Thomas Beecham here as Min- 
hems Symphony guest conductor. 

Dave Cantor, RKO exploiteer out 
| of Minneapolis, transferred to Phila- 
| delphia. 
| Doraine & Ellis, singers, returning 
| to Minnesota Terrace for third en- 
gagement. 

‘Snooze’ Kinnerd, veteran. bur- 
lesque comic, off to Detroit to join 
Empire wheel. 

John J. Friedl, Par circuit prez, 
called to Memphis by illness of his 
on, in the army. 

Ted & Art Miller back into Curly’s 
nitery with Billings & Bette, dance 
team, after week at Alvin, burlesque. 

E. R. Ruben to chairman, and Le 
Roy J. Miller to represent film ex- 
changes for United Nations’ week 
arive 

Older daughter of Joe Stern, Ma- 
exchange owner, engaged to 
Younger sister was mar- 
ried to air corp pilot last month. 

20th-Fox here celebrated winning 
national sales drive and three weeks’ 
extra salary for all employees with 
Twin City Variety Club dinner party 


esteye: + + rr - GMennar: gvonaral zn 
£iven oy i6om Conners, generai sales 


| manager 


3 
San Francisco 
By Sherman Miller 
The Corn Is Green,’ with Ethel 
Ba nore, Opens at the Curran 
theatre Xmas night. 
La Fiesta nitery shuttered for one 
t hile taking fire precautions 
ordered authorities 
Sid Grauman’s long - awaited 
vaudeville revue checks in at the 
Alcazar theatre Dec. 26. 
Tivoli theatre will unshutter for 
the umpteenth time for presenta- 


tion of ‘She Lost It in Campeche’ 
by John Cousin. 
Dianita, the Hurricane’s drum 


dancer, and Betty Lang, canary at 
Will King’s Rumpus Room, back at 
work after illnesses. 
Lou Anger and ‘Doc’ Bishop, of 
20th-Fox, here from Hollywood. 
Artie Shaw and his band in town 
for a navy program. 
Sid Strotz, v.p. in charge of NBC’s 
tern division, and John T. Swal- 
low, division programme manager, 
here from Hollywood for rehearsal 
of emergency broadcast plan for 
Facific Coast. 
Bob Wesson, KPO publicity head, 


named a director of Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. Gil Paltride. of same 
! new president of Frisco 
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HARRY 
Ha Hanson, 
Cie é 
A! i ) 16 
re tec \ I V 
f é y 40 \ 
rietv’s iest f e) 


HANSON 
veteran-snowman, 
Cave Town, Sc 
age 71 He 
S Af} 

! and ais ‘Va 
en corresponas 
orn in Mar é 


Mr. Hanson wa rn in 
ter and went to South Africa so 
50 years ago, settling in Joha 
nesburg, which was till a gp 
boom tow 


In 1900 he 
aaqvance n 


jyoine 


anager, 


'd Fillis’ Circus a 





big top « various stands throug 
the dangers and excitement of 1 
Boer Wer. the cire 


He left 


} h 
> sno 


for 40 years, recently as stage man- 
ice of Rea Paramount Sur- 
° are h vidow and = four 
I 
PAULINE CORBETT’ WARNER 
Pauline Corbett Warner, 48, for- 
merly vaudeville, dyec Dec, 17 in 
tumbdbus At one e she was a 
rember of the old Oienrangy Stock 
Co. After leaving the stage 12 years 
igo she and her husband conducted 


a stage 
Surviving are 


tne and tWoO 


“olumbus. 
daughter, 


schoo! in ¢ 
husband, 


brothers. 


BRUCE SMITH 


na pees vation with J. & N. Tait ; Bruce Smith, 62 forme r vaudevil- 
of Australia, for several famous — hepiees SESH, Cee need a heart 
artists and companies whom he attack at his home in N. Y. last 
toured through South Africa. These Thursday ee ). He was a legit cast- 
included Clara Butt, Madame Al-|'"5 4 sent for 20 years, associated 
bani. Brough Pearce, Besses, ot 12 with Al Knight most of that period. 
Barn Band, and Tiny Town (Midget | S™ith and Knight formerly teamed 
“? ; in vaudeville 
Show) 

Great War interrupted these ven- 
tu and Mr. Hanson afterwards | CHARLES 8. De KREKO 
took over managership of several Charles S. De Kreko, 70. who with 
local houses, retiring some years|his four brothers operated the De 
aco : | Kreko Brothers Roman Carnival and 

Widow and two sons. survive.| Exposition at the St. Louis World's 
Elder son. J. Hanson, will continue} Fair in 1904, died in the Missouri | 
to represent ‘Variety’ in South | Baptist Hospital, St. Louis, last week. 
Africa. | After the Fair, De Kreko entered 

eooetiom the carny biz in the Middie West. 


BYRON D. 
Byron D. Cha 
New York 





playboy, 


CHANDLER 
ndler, 62, 
known 


former 


along 


Broadway early in the century as 
the ‘Million ‘Dollar Kid’, died in 
Palm Beach, Dec. 20. Death was 
listed as suicide by shooting. 


A member of 





a New 


Hampshire 


banking family, Chandler invaded 
Broadway at 23 with $1,000,000 in- 
herited from his fathe1 He wa 
kno to visit a number of theat 
a t ind nvite entire casts to 
do the town after the sho Hi 
fantastic pu ases included a $5,000 
Jar € a ! { “ 
in partnership with the late Wilson 
Mizne. 
He went through a sec nd millior 
! il fashion. $70,000 of 
went for backing two musical shows, 
between 1909 and 1911. They were 
‘Miss Molly May’ and ‘Betsy’. He 
was married four times. His wives 
were Grace Stretcher, concert sing- 
er; Grace LaRue appearing in 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ at the time; Luella 
Gear, musical comedy star, and 
actress Betty Jean West. 
HARRY LEE 
Harry Lee, 68, copywriter in the 
advel gy department at Warner 
Bros., N. Y¥ ed at | home in 
Plainfiel J.. Dec. 19 
Forme naving NYit crip 
SY l i 1 Ii oO! i 
t10 r( Warne Lee ) 
l 7 i I oO 
the comy] $ p pa 
He also had veral book 
including ‘Sketcl < World Wat 
‘The Little Poor Man’ and ‘The Lit 
Dream of St. Fran A 
His w , son and da 
Vive Funeral services were held 
yesterd (Tuesday) at the Memo- 


Home 


JACOB KAISER 


Jacob Kaiser, veteran Pittsburgh 
exhibitor, retired, died there re-}| 
cently after an illness of several 
weeks. Among the survivors is a 
son, J. Albert Kaiser, projectionist 
at the Rowland theatre, Wilkins- 
burg, Pa. 

JOSEPH C. BURKE 

J C. Burk 8, veteran actol 

ho r | othe R ghi,’ 
The Stude ? ther play 
1 f € 1 New 
Y D He yet blind 

) ) ) e tin yf 


WALTER SHREVE 
Walter Shreve Ayres 


AYRES 
64, stage ac- 


tor, died in Bellevue Hospital, New 
York, Dec. 16. His principal Broad- 
way roles were ‘The Farmer 
Takes a Wife’ and “Tobacco Road.’ 
A sister survive 
AVIS ROSEN 
Avis Rosen, 16, daughter of Al 
| Roser manager of Loew’ State, 
N Y ed j Jev hospital 
Brookl De 17 Further details 
Pictu d 
PIERCE POWERS-WATERS 
Capt. Pie. Power-Waters, around 
8. died Tl ] it his |} é 
B L. I 
EF I n d 
Da e 
George H. Woolley, 81, for many 
al ) ected t tne mar ge 
t o f G Union hote 
Saratoga Sprin nd uncle of actor 
Mor Woolley lied Dec 15 at 
Rive le hospital, Red Bank, N. J 


ria Funeral Chapel, Plain- 
field, N. J 
ALFRED HEMMING 

Aifred Hemmit 31, veteran a 
And lathe Stage actre Viole 
H I g lied in N. Y. De 17 
H T \Y +f » th x 

J ¢ 

ca Li € a ~ i i 
} 

D Lo He 
i U0 
0 ) é ( i 
F l . 2 
C; ! 
M é F é H f 
S »¢ ea in’ yea i H 
qdaugnter aropped the second ‘m’ in 
the family name for stage purpose 

FAITH CELLI 
Fa Celli, 54, noted for her Brit- 


pertormances 


in Barrie’s ‘Dear | 


Agnes 


M. Morrison, 74, mother of 
[ 1 


Hobe Mo f ‘Variety,’ die 
D 18 N k, N. Y. Also sur- 
Viving e a te three othe 
sons a € g1 ( ldre 
Thomas P. Lynch. 80 yne-t r 
’ i 
De I VM He 
Va ) € 1eT — ) 
Sa i ( t Ba i 
Mother, 64. o H ( f 
f nd ! " 
) fs é died 
r ho t eek afte 
a long ne 
Father of Bill Richards, Coast 
|; Manage of Columbia Recording, 
| died Dec. 15 in Lansford, Penn. 
Wife of Walter Arnold, NBC an- 
nouncer Hollywood, died there 


Brutu died Dec. 17 in Ascot, Eng- 
land. She was the wife of the Hon 
Arthur Murray, former member of | 
Pa 4 ¢ t 

On I er ast Vl to t > U >. i 
1938, Miss C and her husba 
who had served as assistant military 
attache at Washington, were guests | 
of the President and Mrs. Rooseve! 


at Hyde Park. 


Thomas 


THOMAS CARRICK 
as Carrick, 


pital, Asbury Pa 


68, veteran the 
M rlboro ite 


] N 7. De 


: 
| 


Gets Under Way Feb. 10 








‘Skating Vanities’ clo Fort 
Worth De 16, a 25-week tour 
Cast ret rie to Ne York tor 
Xma hol i 

New e r to 
get under way in Cit i Feb 
10, with Fanchon & Miurco again 
handling production 
| 
j 
| 


Bilis Next Week | 


ue Con.inued from page 48 —— 
Marie La’l { Harold Cromer 
Kddie Bla Alice Purce 

pues} oe sacha | Trans Atlantic L’ge 
ee eee } Sally LaMar } 
Gertie Taytor Ore | Richard Boch 


Shang-Ri-La 


20th Century Club 
Olivera DeLuca Rut} ' - 
Copel ie tULIL Ste < s 3 
uiiah Tie heen }4 Men of Rhythm 
i. Mike Pedacit 
Chest & Worth ; Tones 
Hal & He hs | 94 
Don Wharton Orch | Venice Grill 
entes (3) Do i . l 
i) e I) Duca a) Aud R I 
Silver Lake Inn I a 1.0 
Mario & Maria ohn id 
Mia i | ia S > 
Cot Geo Reed } Don Bo 
Alice luce, | Do N iolas Ore 
Mickey Fomilant ¢ Webers Uofbrau 
Sun Ray Gardens | (Camden) 
Ernie McGee Da \i ray 
Dixie Tee }4 8 
Agnes Willis Vaness 
i Kitty Hem Ore Iiay md Pike 
Beatri Danny | Jule Flacco 
Holmes & Jean } Jimmy O'Leary 
Town Tavern } Badd Matthews 
len Parker Ore | Yacht Club 
Grace Edwards | Ha Holl 
Reggie Duvan fixing & i> Vince 
Lennv Be Josevhine 
Georgiana Lee Boots King 
Swan Club Had I 5 
Relle Ba t | Ann Tally 
Stanle SVans Nat Rud 
Vincent Rizzo Ore i Victor Nelson Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Alpine Lodge | Ga & Fra s 
illy Stioceffler Ore (Continental Bar) 
Kid | Wra iB Catizone 
{ Franks | | G on 
\ K a oR 
S 7” J ! 
Arlington Lodge Merry-Go-Round 
Vl} Ore Ho Baul Ore 
H ] | Gold la 
| ' 
Balconades bredd Is ara 
E Eck Cre Music Kar 
Bill Green's _ Duk me 
3 iS t Orc Da 1 - 
Mat h \ G ) 

Babe Khodes | New Hillcrest 
Gill Bickel Mat Schrat Or 
Blue Kidge Ino Nite Court 

I Lucl Ure Rav b 
rrnel]l Cooper | " 
| Boogie-Woogie Club) \;., 
Cozy Ha ; (tha , re 
Dancing Buddy lo Tagress 
Boog Sherman | Orchard tan 
Gladys Mason |} Ben furton Ore 
Club Petite Oasis 
Ja ec! Ore , A 
M Pa ¢ Ham n 
Eddie Shaft Redd's Cate 
Ralph Springer Rudv Paul Orc 
Colonial To Meehan 
Jinin >} iin Or 1° Ia 
Cork and Bottle Valair 
7 3 Sky-Vue 
Eddie Peyton's Ga e Or 
Badd Pe [» R 
ia \ u I I’ 
51 Club Squirrel Coop 
Ma Tar 4 dot ) Mason Bd 
Pat Cauley I Ma Price 
L, 4 CO i Ma 
i I ce 1 is 
D l $ ba is 
Hotel Fort Pitt Trelon 
iv i> { < > 1 
Johr M 
Hotel Henry , 
Lo Matthews 
iksqu s | To " > 
(Gay 90's) | Union Grill 
Dorot y Nesbitt | Say Walters 
Hotei 7th Avenue | Frank itale 
Frat Andrini | Mike Sandretto 
= l | Victory Lounge 
Wa UK 1 1 \ 
- im Aley | Villa Madrid 
foia Fit Covato Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt is Sis g 
we 3 Cart & Arler 
\lex Rebbo De Da 
- 1 | He Varg 
H in Spector | Mark Lane 
Hotel Schentey lo Gallos 
BP i Is Ore | Yacht Club 
Buzz Asto H Middleman Or 
Hotel Wm Penn | Mario es 
Terrace Room) «i Da 
Art Ra io < He va 
g Dear 
4 (ils 
OAR . 
SAN FRANCISCC( 








Hotel 


Pal ice 








blaminga 


(Rose Roor) | 2A 3 
oO 
St, Francis Hotel | ~ 
Mural Room) ( 
YO ( Lai biesta 
Mark Hopkins Hotel Ped 
(Peacock Court) \ ( 
K J D ( 
Herbie Holmes Ore | A Rod 1 
Sir Francis Drake | Bra lia 8 
Hotel Yon Alvarado Ore 
(Persian Room) Lido Club 
Cha ~ Alvarez | Re & 4 Ayers 
H he Mart Or ! e D's 
Bal Tabarin | Henry & Gira de 
@ wr We ae Bee Fehnova Gls 
“ . Roland Dy Y r 
Ju Marjorie | >: reads Ail abe 
Ka Mia id | on helieu Casino 
H Hughes Dners | od Sweater Gls 
Maddy Madsef Ore | f0)'t? Moreno 
\l . ‘Tl 
Club Moderne Pep Le Cordoba 
B (ira Hu ad Bros Or 
Amelia Vargas Slapsy Maxie’s 
ft Havana Casinos | Maxie Rosenh} 
Carl \ i | Ja é 
Pa ) ( I Reed 
Copacabana T Reill 
Joaqu Garay Dolore Gra 
Amar la 365 Club 
Carlos Valadez Esquire Girls 
Enrique & Raquel Ruth Craven 
|} Blanca Escalante Ril Lyons 
Bduarda Geraldine Ross 
Al Wa ice Ore I @ Gu ne 
Bobby Parks, bandleads ed 
Co G iat & i 
[ 


Dec. 11 in childbirth. 

Mother, 90. of late Leo Newman. 
Broadway tic ket broker died in | i 
Dec. 17 

Philly Gets Steel 
Philadelphia, Dec. 22. 

Tok annes Steel. WMCA (New! 
York) ! analyst, is being 
) over WIP 

Drop 

\ 

















‘Skin of Teeth’ 


Continued from page 3 —s 








Wilder also understood the book.—!resents the kidding and patronizing 
| attitude taken by Wilder and Wo li. 


Ed.] 

Wilder’s answer to their 
tion was that persons who care! 
should read ‘Wake’ and judge for 
themselves. Others dare anyone to 


try to read it. One Broadway critic 
is reported to have perused nearly 
pages of the Joyce tome and 
Dick Maney, the show’s press 
admits he never got 
to reading ‘Wake’ because it was 
written in Gaelic, Scotch and 
double-talk, with countless gutterals 
thrown in. 

Robinson and Campbell 
ported having spent three years col- 
labing on a book called ‘A Skeleton 


two 
quit. 
agent, 


are re- 


| Key to Finnegan's Wake’ in an ef- 


fort to find out what it is all about. 
A large percentage of those who see 
the play have the same reaction and 
ticket brokers say it is about 50-50 


|among playgoers as to whether they 


| Yet 


“Teeth,’ just the reverse 
the show is getting 
guess being that some of the custom- 
ers are stubborn enough to attempt 


finding out what the author 


like 


or 
repeaters, 


| means, 





jand was 


| 
| 
/ 
| 


the Army 
much to 
and 


Wilder is a captain in 
and while he didn’t have 
say his sister was contacted 
laughed heartily over the ‘charges,’ 





Ample Reason 


Lewis Nichols, drama critic of 
the N. Y. Times, started to delve 
into the charge that ‘Finnegan's 
Wake’ was the source material 
for ‘The Skin of Our Teeth’. He- 
dug up the book review on 
‘Wake’. 

Then Nichols 
would be use ’ 
read the book inasmuch as 
couldn't even understand 


notice. 





decided 


no of trving to 


the 





the was certainly 
She 
have 
for years, 


the resen 


drama 
‘Wake.’ 
Wilder 
Joyce 

that 
book 


that 
connected with 
that she and 
astute students 
surprised 
blance between the 
had not been noticed before. 
Suggest Widow Get Share 
Robinson and Campbell, when in- 
of Wilder's 
gested that Joyce’s widow should get 
some of the playwright’s ‘Teeth’ 
royalties. She is living in 
Switzerland, where died last 
January. Wilder opined that he 
would write an article poking fun at 
Robinson and Campbell ‘when I get 


saying 
added 

been 
of 


and pla 


attitude, sug 


formed 


Joyce 


| 


around | 


| 


, 


| 
| 


really | 


| 


| ‘where 


summa-|cott, the latter having endorsed the 


play in flowery language. Wi ler, 
when approached by the Saturday 
Review on the day preceding the 
article’s appearance, said ‘No com. 
ment; when I’m ready I'll write a 


piece poking fun at Robinson 
Campbell.’ 

Woollcott, in reference to Robinson 
who is a senior editor on Reader's 
Digest, said, ‘I’m delighted to hear 
that an editor of Reader's Digest has 
read ‘Finnegan’s Wake’ (Woollcott, 
who obviously did not read the book, 
is a roving editor for the Digest.) 
He added, ‘By the way where ig 
Sarah Lawrence College’ alluding to 
Campbell, who teaches at the institu- 
tion located on the outskirts of New 
York City. 

Robinson 
been knighted 


and 


Wilde: 


Thornton’ 


noted that 
‘Sir 


had 


by 


| Mrs. Roosevelt and ‘he (Wilder) hag 


obviously taken this quotation ‘Sang 
peur et sans reproche’ (Without fear 
and without reproach) as his motto. 
Unafraid to borrow, and not to be 
reproached for it, is he? Nuts?’ The 
last was added to correct the mis- 
taken impression that Robinson is 
solely attacking the play from the 
point of view of an ivory tower edi- 
tor, as many papers and Wilder and 
Woollcott have thus far regarded 
‘I'm no gentleman,’ he added, 
the published material is 


him. 


'used as public domain.’ 











Pre-Xmas 


—— Continued from page 5 
Sunday 








On 


(20), 


and on Monday (21), with the ther- 


ness was good, 


|mometer away down, however, most 
O the first-runs were off rather 

larply. 

Epidemic Also 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 22 

The customary just before C st. 
mas business decline got a real one- 
| two this week. With a scarlet fever 
epidemic of more than 500 cases in 
the city keeping kids and even 
|} parents away from all public gath- 
erings, the cold wave that pushed 
temperatures below zero four days 


to it.’ They admit there = are 
‘scarcely a dozen people in the} 
United States who are able to en- 
conipass the meaning of ‘Finnegan's 
| Wake.” In thelr article headed ‘The 
skin of Whose Teeth,’ they sav: 
‘It is a strange performance that 
Mr. Walder has turned in, Is he 
| hoaxing us? , . he gives no credit to 
| his source, masking it with Olsen anc 


Johnson technique.’ 
|} term 


| Sauce 
| 


They also use the 
Hellzapoppin scrap’ in refe 
to the play, and 
who 
as a 


c} ide re- 
rejected ‘Wake’ 
‘literary 


viewers four 


abortion.’ 


years ago 


A piracy 


suit is not indicated, how- | 


this past week supplied the coup de 
grace. 
Loew's Poli had to announce post- 


ponement of its fourth annual 


° | Christmas party ug > intensity 
Zurich, C nas party, though the intensity 


of the sickness made it appear it 
was more likely a prelude to out- 
right cancellation. 

Noreen Roth to Dr. Lee Siegel, 

Las Vegas, Nev., Dec. 12. Bride 

een actre 

Mary Jo Tate, woman's program 
lirector and announce: WMPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., to Sergt. Joseph 
Gravette Mulherin, Camp Young, 
Cal., in Memphis, Thanksgiving Day. 

Nancy Currie, of Evanston, I to 
Thamas G. Arthur on of Har [ 
Arthur, Jr gen. mgr. of Fanchon 
& Marco enterprises, at St. Lo 

Betty Lasky to Lieut. H. M. 


‘Buddy’ Barasch in San Antonio, Dec. 


ever. 17. Bride is daughter of Jesse 
-acently.- after m 1 f investi- ‘ 
Recently, after months of yes''~ | Lasky, the film producer. 
cation £ -aferea hle hat > 
sati n 2 refe ree ruled that the June Jobneon. to Mrckine Caldwell, 
widow of Frank Harris. receive 7 . 
Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 21 Groom 
$48. 000 the estimated p ofits of : a, 4 y - Gi. C 
a sere: eras a : film and legit author, recently di- 
‘Oscar Wilde, a Broadyay play “a ; 
: vorced from Margaret Bourke- 
which was lifted § fron Harris Whit Hane ate : ? 
; : : s e, riter and photograp 
biOkTapi nat " Ang é 
plagarism suit involving a Broad 
way play was the film ‘Letty Ly 
tor ruled to have been lifted fro BIRTHS 
[The Dishonorable Lady,’ and large Vit ane vi Byron M oak, 
1 shtar _—_ " D. 
dqamage were awarded the drama- Ad pte Ne Bi ’ ra 
Vinther farmear *rot, Ps N ie 
tist Literati circles were intersted ee ae r Gre nel pi 
: aoe a of y T r ers 
jin a charge of lifting by Theodore f WJW, Akron 
| Dreiser against Dorothy Thompso1 Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Nort! SS, 
in her ‘I Saw Germany,’ but it was | Son, in Memphis. Father is an- 
later indicated both had borrowed| nmouncer and singer for WMC, Mem- 
from the French. A year or so ago| Phis; mother is radio singer. 
| there was an accusation that Daphne} Mr. and Mrs. Ira Darnall. son, in 


du Maurier had lifted ‘ 
a Brazilian novel. 


ever been filed in this matter. 


| says Henry 


Robinson Scores Wilder 
‘It’s not that Wilder hasn’t writter 
a good play in ‘Skin of Our Teeth.’ 
Morton Robinson. 
the provccative article 


CO- 


author of 


| with Joseph Campbell, that appeared 


in the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture, ‘but rather that he has failed 
to acknowledge his indebtedness to 
‘Finnegan's Wake’ the theme. 
substances and sequences. He may 
have had his reasons for not giving 
credit, but the theatre-going 


} _ 
deserves to 


ec rei 
Rohir 
KLOO! 


for 


due 


public 


Robinso 


Rebecca’ from | Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
No law suit has | 


1 





| 


Father is mé 
ager of Pantages theatre there. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Forrest, 
in Hollywood, Dec. 12. Father 
screen actor. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


son, 
is a 


Irving Marcus, 


daughter, in Pittsburgh, Dec. L 
Father is asst. mgr. of National 
Screen Service office in Pitt 


Mr. and Mrs. Manning O'Conner, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 18. 
Father is with the Sol M. Wurtzel 
unit at 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. James’ Brown, 
daughter, Dec. 20 in Santa Monica. 


| Father is film actor 


Mr. and Mrs. David Nive son, 
London. Father is film a now 
in British army. 
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Bulkier N. Y. Dailies, Post-Strike 


ttlement, Helped Offset Ad Loss 








What were at first reported to be| 
staggering losses sustained by re 


York newspapers on advertising re- 
bates last week, during the three- 
day strike called against them by the 
Newspaper & Mail Deliverers Union, | 
turned out to be less costly than was | 
first supposed. The eight Gotham 
dailies against which the truckmen 
struck—PM was the only Metropoli- 
tan paper not involved along with 
porough papers like the Brooklyn 
Eagle and Bronx Home News— 
are revealed to have made up much 
of the 100% rebates to their adver- 
ticers on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, when the strike was in 
progress, by using considerable ad- 
vertising of those days starting in 
Thursday's papers. The walkout 
ended at 1 a.m. Thursday (17) after | 
a desist order had come from the) 
War Labor Board. Negotiations are 
now in progress between the union | 
and the publishers. | 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday edi- | 
tions were used to absorb much of | 
the advertising declared dead on the 
struck days because of the greatly 
limited readership necessitated by 
the curtailed press run during the| 
strike. Ads that required little or| 
no changes from the copy used Mon- | 
day, Tuesday or Wednesday were | 
given the preference, along 
certain provisional contractees. 
The two morning tabloids, 
News and the Mirror, both of which 
have gentleman's agreements for 
first editions to start rolling at 8 
p.m. were at a far im- | 
mediate disadvantage, incidentally, | 
than the other six papers on the 
return to normalcy early Thursday, 
of the earlier press time 
Since the settlement of the strike 
came after the first couple of 
tions of the News and Mirror, it re 





' 


with 


the | 


| 


greater 


because 


edi- 


mained for the other morning 
papers, the Times and Herald 
Tribune, to get a jump on them 1n 


preparing for the day's editions be- 
cause of the latters’ later deadlines 
on their first editions ‘(about 10 
p.m.). At that, both of the tabs, by 
early morning, had stepped up the 
output considerably, particularly the 
News. which, though it lost nearly 
x hours in the circulation depart 
ment, had printed 1,500,000 copies 
the time it had reached its Brooklyn 


y 


edition. The net daily circulation 
average for November was 1,950,000 
Some of the papers on Thursday, 


and on subsequent days, reprinted 
certain features and news that the! 
public ‘had missed. The Journal- 
American on Thursday, for instance, 
printed four days’ comics. The late 
city edition of the Herald Trib on 
Thursday gave resumes of the more 
important news of the preceding 
days. So did the Journal-American 


Post. 
three 


The Post on Saturday 
Dorothy Thompson 


and the 
printed 
COLUMNS 


T):) 


VUring } 


! s cr ries 
4uiin beste 
early at the offices of the 
various sheets to purchase papers, | 
and they went quickly the Jast two 


thn bath 
tne€ Sturiné 


formed 


days of the strike. On Monday the 
sale was haphazard, because the}; 
public had been unaware of the 
method of sale, but the same day, 


and on subsequent days, local broad- 
casts informed listeners that they 
could buy newspapers at the plants 
hemselves, 


hac 


None af tha Anil fF pyr)? 
1é@ Ol e@ aaiii< oO: 


the three 


anywnere 


a big run du 
Struck 


from 


ing any ol 
averaging 
50.000 daily 


aays, 
20.000 to 
F. D. R.’s ‘Iron Cross’ 

Up to yesterday (22) the N. Y 
Daily News ignored editorially the | 
hit scored by President Roose- | 
ve on Friday (18), when he award- | 
ed a Nazi iron cross to John O’Don- 
nell, the paper’s Washington bureau 


airect 


conferred 


the Nazi decoration on 
O'Donnell, 


whose __highly-slanted 
columns and news stories have been 
extremely anti-Administration in 
tone, after the News scribbler wrote 
ut column picturing Capt. George | 
St Mitt co House _correspon- | 
With a. ooo while on duty 
tralia. Durne is nt ae “ a 

‘ e air trans- 
Port command. 


O'Donnell aoe $2.50) is John Cecil Holm’s hurried 
amazement “eared expressed story of his childhood in Philadel- | 
the Piiieare . bewilderment’ at | phiz and Wildwood, N. J. It has only | 
when - oan — claiming that| a few of the barest references to ! 
Durno iiies A in the column that | show business, the jacket blurb con- 
day play — a himself the whole | taining the fullest statement about 
being | nea flute he was obviously Holm's authorship of ‘Three Men eon 

s.--0US. He said the column Horse.’ ‘Best Foot Forward,’ «te 
a etters received from d there being o mentio f 
d ere merely ‘fant: ' nf 


ithe 


;Giant-Cub 


to cover 


hie ° ° Iparer 
chief and columnist, The President & Pearce, 
| 
| dramatization. 
| 
| 


in French. 
of Haitian slaves. 


tically exaggerated pictures of Army 
life overseas, humorously presented 
by newspapermen for the entertain- 
ment of a colleague who in turn 
thought that they would entertain 
others.’ . 

F. D. R.e@thought otherwise, how- 
ever, and after last Friday’s White 
House press conference he picked 
up the iron cross and handed it to 
Earl Godwin, Blue Network news 
commentator, who said the President 
told him to present it to O'Donnell. 





Cerf on Broun 

In current Saturday Review of 
Literature, Bennett Cerf salutes 
Heywood Broun on the occasion of 
the third anniversary of the latter’s 
death. Article is a tribute to Broun’s 
talents as a writer, columnist and 
humanist, and is replete with choice, 
enlightening anecdotes. It’s likewise 


ja fine personal appraisal of the man. 


Cerf keynotes his sentiments by 
observing ‘the multitude of friends 
who loved and admired him from 
bottom of their hearts find it 
hard to believe that it’s three years 
since they saw him shambling into 
his favorite haunts, sloppily attired, 
tardy for appointments, but wel- 
comed with shouts of joy wherever 
he appeared. His name bobs up in 
conversations as frequently’ as 
though he were still alive, turning 
in his daily columns. And what 
columns the doings of these past 


three years would have inspired in| 


him!’ 

Cerf puts stress on Broun’s love 
for the theatre, his ability to turn 
out a gem of a baseball or football 
story, hands down some of the more 

Brounian quips, tells of 
sincere preoccupation with 
the class struggle and of his devotion 
in his final years to the cause of the 
American Newspaper Guild, which 
he helped to organize and promote 
The article also tells of Broun’s 
single excursion into play production 
with ‘Shoot the Works,’ in which he 
appeared. Play cost Broun 
plenty coin but it paved the way for 
his romance and subsequent mar- 
liage to one of the girls in the 
chorus, Connie Madison. 

Cerf relates the incident of Broun’s 
transfer from the old Tribune's 
sports department to the drama de- 
partment. ‘The day of the transfer, 
Broun acted as official scorer at the 
ball game in the after- 
noon, and covered Ethel Barrymore's 
opening in an Edna Ferber play 
called ‘Our Mrs. McChesney’ in the 


celebrated 
the man’s 


also 


evening. At the ball game he scored } 


close play as an error for the 


1 rs < “tcta ye , > - ' 
ing shortstop, thereby depriving | 


the Giant batter of a basehit in 


record 


That evening, he _ roasted 
Miss Barrymore's performance to a 
fare-thee-well. The next day the | 
Tribune's managing editor received | 
two indignant communications. One, 
from the Giant batman, read ‘What’s 
the big idea of sending a lousy dra- 
matic critic up here to be an official 
scorer?’ The other, signed by Miss 
Barrymore, concluded, ‘How dare 


you assign a cheap baseball reporter 
the opening of a Barry- 
more play?’’ 

Sun. Price Hike 
ice of Sunday 
Philly's morning 
the Record and Inquirer 


Philly's 
Pi 
two newspapers 


was raised 


irom i0¢ lo ige starting Sunday 
20) 
rhe raise in price follows simila1 
‘tig tok er he Dittehiryakh ale } 
he ) eat ve ws ‘ weer tes Bee “ads 4 « 


couple of weeks ago. 


Rodman’'s Plays 

Selden Rodman, co-editor of Com- 
mon Sense magazine and author of 
the verse-play, ‘The Revolutionists,’ 


recently published by Duell, Sloan 
working with Shirley 
Graham, playwright, on another 


Annie Laurie Wil- 
liams handling. 

Rodman leaves Dec. 29 for quick 
Haiti to witness production 
Play deals with revolt 


trip to 


John Cecil Holm's Biog 
‘Sunday Best’ (Farrar & Rinehart, 


the ! 


editions of | 


i 
other shows. 

Although Holm’s affectionate por- 
| trait of his father and mother and 
this occasionally tantastic 
recollections have a certain 
ating quality. the materiai is 
organized, the writing is careles: 
the editing is inexcusable 





ingrati- 
ciis- 


and 


Ira Wolfert’s 2d Big Wa 

Ira Wolfert, North Ameviean 
Newspaper Alliance correspondent, 
whose story last week of the sinking 
of the troopship President Coolidge 
was his second major scoop of the 
war, is well known to many Broad- 
way and Hollywoodites. Broadway 
j}and Hollywood, particularly the 
former, were his beats before Pearl 
Harbor and he interviewed scores of 
their celebs. 

Wolfert’s eyewitness story on the 
sinking of the transport and rescue 
of its 4,000 troops was a phenomenal 
stroke of chance. He was flying in a 
bomber which just happened to be 
over the Coolidge when it hit a mine. 


Ww 


After swinging over the ship, ¥’«'- 


Story 


was his landing last Dec« 
the Free French forces that vecun? 


the islands of St. Pierre e#. 
Miquelon. Recently he has been in 
Guadalcanal. 


Wolfert and Sheila Graham for- 
merly exchanged the Hollywood beat 


for NANA. 


PM's Staff Ribs PM 
Staff of PM, N. Y. daily, gave it- 
;self quite a ribbing Saturday (19) 
with a revue written and acted by 





editorial employees. It was staged at 
the Newspaper Guild Club, with 
Jack McManus, the sheet’s film 


critic, principally giving way to his 
thespic and playwrighting urge. One 
| skit that got heavy laughter depicted 


, | 
;}as an actor in ‘Mary of Scotland’ and 


boyhood | 


| 








House 


= Continued 


APOLLO, N. Y. 














Reviews 


from page 45 = . 








1 ronica Lake, Garbo and Miianuda nre 
all satirical, with Garbo and Miranda 
vest. Then two bows with a slight 

| milk for encore, which is an impres- 


: It's solid blowing and the : : r 
—. cnt Pct a sion of a cafe society dame in liquid 
. 4 s a l >, - ro ‘ ori > ‘oO 
Closing sequence has Barnet sand- form from an _ overindulgence of 
wished between ‘Cennie’ Harri cocktails. Here Miss Glenn hits her 
dancer who grinds through some} st ide and goes to work with her 
si -" a yrs ation nape oma” ote hands, using them in numerous vyra- 
semi-risque 1 ns ver gets pat . = 
ioe Hake i - id M k | Poke, | Hons for plenty of laughs. She clicked 
we! apd nar es Ss Pp ; ie ‘it tion | off to a big applause. 
who Cc \ ; "ugs. é ie é on | +. , ale t : ‘ 4 
who cut wide ru aay nivatio Gaby, working in the next-to-close 


of jitterbug team is still a crack rou- 
tine, but they should scissor unfunny 
gags and concentrate on hoofing 
Barnet finishes with ‘Cherokee.’ 

Biz good at this catching. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
Tony Pastor Orch (15) with Mar- 
cia Rice, ‘Stubby’ Pastor, Johnny 
Morris, Lowe, Hite & Stanley, Adri- 
ana & Charly; ‘Here We Go Again’ 
‘RKO). 





Tony Pastor apparently 
hothbered to change his routine much. 
A eouple of band numbers, a solo on 


; the trumpet by kid brother ‘Stubby,’ 


fert’s plane landed on the e 
nearby and the NANA corresn 4 
returned to the scene ir ie | 
boat. 

First scoop of the war ‘ it 





Lieut. Ralph Ingersoll, former pub- 


| lisher of the paper. landing on the | net 


beach with an party. Im- 
mediately he falls into the hands of | 
Nazi troops, with whom he gets into | 
a long argument. proving to them 
that German troops couldn't possibly 
be at that point on the beach be- 
cause PM’s ‘General’ (military com- 
mentator) said they weren't. 
skit. McManus, 
Tom Connors, 


invasion 





In another 
| editor 


as city 
one 


sends 


ment to investigate vice conditions 
around Army camps. ‘And,’ was Mc- 
manus’s parting admonition, ‘don't 
fail to come back with a_ social 
disease.” 


LITERATI OBITS 








the sheet’s reporters, on an assign- | Ed & Jenny 
| rocco’ 


needs is a good m.c. 


you going to get them 


drums by Johnny 
erris on the theme ‘Varadiddie Joe’ 
i winding un with Tony at the 
.e. That’s adout what it was a 
y® .. ago and what it remains today. 

Judging, however, from the reac- 
tion of a packed house, the folks 
down front enjoy it, even though for 
the inveterate Earle patron, it’s 
strictly rehash. 

There are some mellow vocals by 
pretty Marcia Rice, whose warbling 
is plenty clicko with ‘White Christ- 
mas’ and ‘Wonder When My Baby's 
Coming Home.’ Another addition is a 
swingy arrangement of ‘Mr. Zip, Zip. 
Zip.’ 

Band is supported by good stand- 
ard acts including familiar comedy 
of Lowe, Hite and Stanley. Odd- 
sized trio is fortunately using a few 
new gags. 

Adriana and Charly are standout 


on the 


in a clever acro routine in bouncy 
It's a novel, entertaining spot 

; 

}on bill. 


House had its usual Saturday night 


S.R.O. audience. Shal. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Dec. 16 


Frank Gaby, Burns 


tooney; ‘Road to Mo- 


(Par) 


theatre really 
The show 
if a ver- 


What the Olympia 
week would be much better 
former who knew how was selling 
the acts to the audience, but Al 
Weiss, the manager, says, ‘Where are 


5? 


hasn't! 


Twins «&| 
of | Emily, Michael Doyle, Cynda Glenn, 


this | 


spot, is heckled by a girl on stage 
and a stooge in the box. Most of ihe 
fLaxzs come too fast and don’t give the 
audience a chance to get them. Jokes 
jare dated anyway and not funny; 
| after Hope, Crosby and Lamour, who 
!are on the screen with ‘Road to Mo- 


| Pesca (Par)), use all the best vags 
available, this three-way talk is em- 
phatically no go. When Gaby brings 
out the dummy for his ventriloquism 
he only manages to get spotty laughs. 
| Were he to open his act with the 
dummy and the stooge in the box 


heckling the dummy. he would be « ff 
to a quicker start. For the finish the 
stooge comes on stage and ‘sings.’ but 
it is Gaby all the time, for when the 
stooge walks off the ventro is re- 
vealed as the actual warbler. This 
bit is done well and is a surefire fin- 
ish. For a closer, Ed and Jenny 
Rooney display some precision trap- 
eze work. 

Business off Wednesday matinee 
due to Christmas shopping, but at 
nieh* there were standees, mosily due 
to Morocco.’ Bill. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


| First clips of Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer’s rescue in South Pacific, and 

lactionful scenes showing General 
Montgomery’s advance striking force 

;routing Rommel’s Afrika Korps 

highlight a better-than-average show 
that puts almost equal emphasis on 

' . 

| the Xmas holiday season. 

| In a sequence carrying the Univer- 


'sal label, Rickenbacker is shown, 
along with Lieut. Cherry. Private 
Bartok and Lieut. Whittaker. being 


landed on an unnamed South Pacific 
island, with closeups offering strik- 
ing evidence of their harrowing ex- 
perience while exposed to the ele- 
j}ments in their 24 days afloat. The 
| coverage is extensive, with followup 
|shots showing the rescued men in 
| various stages of convalescence. 

| The clips on the Africa push (Par) 
are as dramatic in content as any of 
the desert warfare shots shown to 
date. The Eighth Army’s coup is 
covered from various angles, princi- 
pally in the capture of Rommel’s 
tank expert; the endless procession 


of Axis prisoners led by a single 
| British tank: the elation of Mont- 


| gomery and his men, and their meth- 
ods of coping with desert obstacles 
Tied in with the Par sequence are 
a number of other clips attendant 
;upon Allied successes on other war 
fronts, most interesting among t! 


W. O. Hart, 57, publisher of the ibe G “e en _— 
Orange News. Oranze. Cal. died! .: As te —, Frank Gaby toy as- | being the steady advance of U. S 
Dee. 18. m an aisliner cre near wat bat + tgs Be . ir I a et als troops in the Buna push, despite the 
Salt Lake Cit: re whe a — aan i. es difficult terrain, and the blasting of 

; ;m.c, and probably knows it, but one/two Japanese cruisers off the Solo- 

George Stevenson Cartwright, 34,; 0f the acts on the show must do if|}mons by U. S. warships. Both of 
former associate editor of Current} Very week as a concession to the | these carry Universal credit 
History. reported killed with Cana-| management It’s an important job Likewise tied in with the war °*ov- 
dian Air Force overseas | because a good m.c. can save a poor |erage is Par’s extensive Yuletide 

show, but a bad m.c. can kill a good | salute to FDR, the U. S. men in serv- 

Charles H. (Bill) Sykes, 60, car-j|one. Either the management should | ice, those on the production front 

|toonist with the Public Ledger | have a permanent one who knows | and to the Allied Nations in general. 
1 ¢Phila.) from 1911 until it folded | his business or the shows should be | Despite the overdose of library shots 
| this year. died Dec. 19 in Philadel- booked here with omeone who is|for its round-the-globe salute, Par 
| phia. capable of selling it has pieced it together so effectively 
F Miami is going through a cold /|that it provides one of the choice 
| Thomas R. White, 53. assistant | spell and it could very easily have | bits on the bill. Monsignor Sheen's 
night city editor of the Herald | originated with the audience tonight | Xmas message (Fox), with his fer- 
Tribune «(N. Y.) died Dec. 19 at his} (16). They only thawed out inj|vent plea for a speedy Allied vic- 
home in N. Y spots. | tory and a just peace ~ spoken with 
oo —— — an , | such deep conviction that it emerges 

Leonard L. Bowver. 35 vp. and Gaby opens the show with a counk as one of the more compelling clips. 





i ¢ 


if gags that hatch before they reach 








publisher of The Milwaukee Journal. ie Mnetiiotte the inteaducen ten | Waverly’ Root rehashes the Hess 
died Dec. 19. in that citv r€ ignts, én Intro . wit CO 1 t (TNT) hut it’s verlong 
os - a eee mene? hoofing Burns Twins and Emily. | mc1a@ent CAN), Dut WS Overlong. 
Wilbur Finley Fauley, 70. author! Bovs work in blue tux. white searfs | All the old clips, from the day Hess 
and membe of The New York!and white shoe and the girl wears | left Germany, are unnecessarily re- 
Lime all, cies VEU rorkK, Vec wie COosctulne LO Mat In the ort column i the Red- 
21 The first of e novel ‘Jenny | OTiginal but clicks regardl } Sears pro football pset 
Be Good.” published in 1919, was| j Michael Doyle, on econd. Is Irom | R nding out the bill is the Marc! 
nade inte a film for the late Mary ithe niteries and became a local fa- ‘ Time's ‘Mr. and M; America’ 
Miles Minte | vorite after a long run at the Bar « th -F ) Rose 
| ‘<i | Music on the beach. He ha 
| A Queenie,’ | formal style of nging and pleasing 
‘Fires of Fate “Afte M rite and | manne! Doe only two tune out- 
‘Vo Fles} Blood a ell as | side of encore. too short fo! theatre was 
four play: were under the pen act. and if D rvle expec ts to do more 
- Cynda Glenn. who was to have ap- 
peared here three weeks ago but 
CHATTER cancelled because of illness. is ac- | Chicago, Dec. 22 
Bob Locke assistant to Wolfe Kauf- Sa the gully C “iy So | Final papers in the dissolution of 
' 1. . , 7 Jaaring <- ac Oo y ¢ | ‘ ° 
/man film and drama editor Chicago | B™>'« a —— — “ Soiled ‘AF the Amusement Corp. of America 
~ | CLIN Zs ( tne frame, snes vie as . . 
;}Sun was drafted and replaced by the Snternational comedienne’ but | 27. being drawn yp and corporation 
| newspaper reporter Bentley Stegner. | Zets down to good old American will soon be disbanded. ; 
| F. Hugh Herbert sold a short story,| hoke. Second number, a burlesque Company, a combination of the 
‘At the Subscriber's Request, to|/0f a Frencla chanteuse, with Miss Beckmann-Gerety, Hennies_ Bros., 
Harpers Glenn getting into various grotesque | Rubin and Cherry, and Royal Amer- 
an. . . . . | ~ 
Paul : , } positions on the piano, is more her |/ican Shows, was organized four 
au Bowles. modern composer, | ety ‘essions ¢ etric Je. | + ’ nad 
Pe aii tee deatiahi: alten tan + Y | yle. Impressio f Dietrich, V years ago for the purpose of elimi- 
Sawn hil “Tribu P 7 —_— —— |nating duplicate bookings. 
| Te - ) is } 
and 


Ferdinand Reher is coming 


next month with a new 
Little Man.’ based on } adventures 
as a war correspondent in the Bal- 
Lp 
ear 
] t War W B . lp OD 
t { T { 


out’ February. The writer is Dr. Richard 
book, ‘The! Buckner, a psychiatrist. 


William H. Walsh. city editor of 
Springfield ‘(Mass.) Republican, re- 
igned to accept an OWI post in 
New York Replacement Phil 


However, internal dissention 
jealousy made dissolution necessary. 


It is said the company split over 

$1,000,000 profits in four years of 

Which $250,000 was reinvested in 
show properties. 

J. C. McCaffrey, who |} been the 

t : eneral r 
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Wednesday, December 23, 
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“I NEVER neglect this daily care,” 
| says lovely Joan Leslie. “Here's 
what | do: Work up a rich creamy 
Lux Soap lather and pat it lightly in. 
Next, rinse with warm water, then 
with cool. ACTIVE lather does a thor- 
ough job. Then pat with a towel to 
dry. Now skin feels smoother— 
softer!” 


Try this lovely star’s beauty facial 
for 30 days. You'll be thrilled with 
the fresh, new loveliness it gives 
your skin! 


9 OUT OF 10 SCREEN STARS 
USE LUX TOILET SOAP 












